
 

The 21st British Filk Convention

6-8 February 2009

Ramada Grantham Hotel
Swingbridge Road, Grantham NG31 7XT

Guest of Honour
Richard “Hitch” Wheatley

International Guest of Honor
Rand Bellavia and Adam English

“aig WAS NO AXXIDENT,
MADAM, SOMEONE .
Murdered THESE NOTES!

 

    



Introduction

Welcome, one andall, to the first progress report for the 21st British

Filk Convention, aXXI... um, hang on,I've just dropped mypen... ah,

aXXIdental, that's it.

A 21st birthday should be characterised with plenty of merriment,

entertainment, fine music andfiner ale, and this special birthday of

UKfilkdom is no different. We've been lucky enough to get the same

venuethat has served us well for the last two years; they know by

now how much wedrink and how much noise we make,and hotel

staff have even turned up to listen, so we hopethat the only surprises

of the con will be the marvellous programming, the wonderofour

guests, and the chance to hear old and new membersoffilkdom.

So what are you waiting for, read on to find out more!

Hotel

Our hotel for aXXIdental is the Ramada Grantham Hotel, formerly

known as the Grantham Marriott hotel. This is situated in Grantham

(surprisingly enough) in Lincolnshire. It has good access by road

(just off the A1), by rail (Grantham is on the East Coast main line

from London KingsCross), and air (East Midlandsairport is only 37

miles away, and is a reasonably easy route by public transport). The

hotel has one large (150-seater) conference room, two smaller (50-

seater) ones, and four small boardroomsnearthe largest room.It has

86 guest bedrooms,a large open bar area with plenty of seating, and

a pool and sauna.

You can read up about the hotel on their website (www.ramada.com).

Roomrates will be published in the next PR.



Guests ofHovo(a)r
‘UK Guest: Richard "Hitch" Wheatley

Richard "Hitsh" Whostley steed his iret Tk
can, Cantabile, in 1989 and hus been et everyUK
‘slkcom since. With ha semtmvoica (mex
‘eden heard within the « coppele flk bois, the
aHarlyMate Consor), dry sanse ofumsour, ad
sa muanaive and often obocure musio collection,
Hohch is ere to delightin wong, however other
‘nntruments may not be frfom his hams. Active

Vee, in medieval rorestonalim, Hitch produoed 3
tape of 16h century dances (“AHitchin Tie”)

‘on whish ha plays sham, reorder, keyboard und peroussion. Hi as
‘so been Imown play clarinet and alto saxophone innon
sodicva content. Regard ofintrument or context Hitch will
‘unmyou with » geatlemmnly manner and » healthy dose of
sumealism.

  
International Guest: Rand
‘Bellavia &Adam English

‘Rand Bellavia andAdam Englisharth
‘yung, dushing and dowmight madoxpnucleus
‘ofFandom's Owa Rock Band, Ootis the Mok.
‘Thoy'vo bom playing at scifi und comic book
coaventioas ll over North Amecios rince 1994 fl
‘Du chia wil be thei frettm eta
‘senrpention. Vth witty lyrion, provi’ moe,
and an ability to mimic almort any power-pop,
‘Rand sings and plays guiterantrombone,
‘Adem sing snd plays guitar, keyboards, evcordion end trumpet. They
‘both write the songs, oo equally hare the Blame, Tien, credit.

  



Programme

We are delighted to announce that this year’s
convention will include something special
relating to the British filkeong cycle, ‘Before
the Dawn'.

 

‘We have a lot of excellent sets and workshops he
ined up; in fact, the programme is nearly fulll
So,ifyou would like a 20 min set, let us know asap! We are also
happy to have a stand-by list, where ifwe have any cancellations
‘welll put you in. Contact ua forprogramming at
axxidental@hewett.org.

Peter (ho of the Programming)

‘We must be mad.
‘We're doing another songbook.

‘The aXXIdental concom are producing a convention songbook; once
again, Alison Richards has agreed to editit. So, wo're after songs and
artwork.

Songs don't have to be new
"Weld like a good sampling ofcurrent material, of course, but there
are plenty ofgood songs that date back years which have neverbeen
recorded ar published. We'dlike to include some ofthese, before

they tisk being forgotten,

Songs don't have to be in English
‘The majority ofsongs at a UK con are in English - but not all. The
songbook canbe the same. We do ask thatifyou send something ina
foreign language (whether it is in German, Greek ot Geordie) you
include a short note giving the gist ofthe song in English - if only vo
thatwe can get appropriate artwork.



‘Songs don't have te have original tunes
‘Were hapoy o publih original tanea {we uae Noteworthy Compoter
amu cam alo accept MIDIfle;his mama nochngo yoo ‘lk in
‘the editor) and chords; we're also happy to publish songs “to the tune
«Pint (Sikish poems) re alo accep,
Hangs can have beca published before
‘Welre looking far aocgg that eceit widely available in the UK.
arady. This does not precnde ones thet have, for exemple, been.
‘Poblahed in aUS hymnal not typically sold cn this use ofthe pom.

‘We cam handle ASCH, various sort‘Word exOpenfica
‘formats, and that moet flexible
saul periale offormats ~hurd
one
‘Well alsa be lakingfr
‘volunteers to help with:
cwtwork (dunks tothoso 8
people who have ekeady =
‘vahutieered!) once the songs.
set toiv, cae
‘Arypttwl beging to the kf.Weveaging to scmmge 2
discount for contrivators but that will depend on whrt material we

scalypot
‘Contributions shonbd be sent voAlison and Mike directly at.
‘mikeslisan(@hhuryonderco.uk

‘Alison and Mike Richards
‘(They ofthe somghook axery)



Who are you guys anyway?

Ladies and gentlemen, the people running your con this afternoonare:

Miki Dennis (Hotel Liaison)

Miki has been involved with folk and then filk for around 25 years.

She managed to avoid organisingthefirst filk con by being

inconspicuous but since that was one ofthe only timesin herlife she

achievedthis she has since been on 3 committees andthe last

Glasgow Worldcon. Thisis slightly unusual as she can't sing a note

and disguises this by writing and performingpoetry [or 'pietry'.] She

is also a high ranking noble of the Far Isles Medieval Society and has

run manyoftheir events as well as being an award winingsci-fi

costumer.

Mich Sampson (Guest Liaison, Publications)

This is Mich's first time on a filkcon committee, following helping

run the filk-stream at Harmuni 3 / Recombination / UniCon 2007.

Having been a GoHatfilkcons in the UK and US,she's in a good

position to look after aXXIdental's guests and indulge their every

whim (I mean, support them in their efforts to entertain you, gentle

filker!). When not committee-ing, Mich plays piano andsings,

performing byherself, or as filk-folk duo 'Playing Rapunzel’, or with

the n'Early Music Consort (nMC).

Peter Westhead (Programme)

Resident Mad Scientist and self-confessed anachronism, Peter has

been going to cons since he was six weeks old. Whennot working

hard on his concom debut, he likes to spendhis timeonall things

fannish, most notably gaming, costuming,larp, unicycles andfilk.

Heis a standing (or sometimessitting) member of the band Chimes

and forms anywhere from third to a quarter to sometimesless of

the group, depending on who's been connedinto joining this time. As

a true native of filkdom and fandom,he hastaken onthe job of

organising the programme.



Rick Hewett (Finances, Memberships)

Rick had a brief encounter with fandom backin the late 70s when he

wasat university, but escaped, and remained mostly free of fannish

influence for the next couple of decades. Then, in an unguarded

moment, he asked the question "What, exactly, is 'filk'?" and the

hook wasset. In mid '98 Annie Walker hauled him out of the Harp

List into Filk_UK. By the end ofthe year he'd been to three

SWiGGLes, two house-cons, one convention, and joined the nMC.

He helped organise the Harmuni2 filk track at ConteXXt UniCon

2002, and these days can often be found tangled up with tech folk at

filk cons, or in the Green Room at Eastercons.

[Ed: Rick's unofficial job seems to be keeping the rest of us on the

straight and narrowor, at least, reasonably productive.|

Mike Westhead (Without Portfolio)

Ex-rocker, ex-hippie, ex-mod andinternational man ofmystery,

Mike harkensback to the era where sci-fi authors gathered to discuss

such new andstrange notions as global warming. A veteran of

fannish and con-running activity, Mike is the eternal "Wasn't he here

a minute ago?" His job is to spot the deliberate mistakes of the rest

of the committee before anyone else does.

Mike Richards (Without Portfolio, Harp Perpetrator)

It all started so innocently. First, it was tapes and CDs. Then, on to

conventions. Soon, he was borrowing other people's songs and,

without a qualm, mutilating them - in public. He dragged other

people in too, shamelessly corrupting them with the harp. Now, see

the pitiful wreck. Every few years, when the craving gets too strong,

he helps with the organisation. Four music cons stand in mute

testimony to this sad case (mute,at least, until the evidenceis

admitted in court). Mike isn't sure whathis role is, but people keep

referring to him as the token responsible adult, which is worrying.

Contact the committee at axxidental@hewett.org, or by post to

aXXIdental, 15 St. Catherine’s Cross,

Bletchingley, Surrey, RH1 4PX.



Membership List

Being the list of reprobates who havealready signed upto this

convention as of 5 June 2008...

GoH 1

GoH 2

GoH 3

Com 4

Com 5

Com 6

Com 7

Com 8

Com 9

A10

All

A 12

A113

Al4

Al5

A 16

Al7

Al8

Al9

A 20

A21

A22

A 23

A 24

A25

A 26

A27

A28

A29

A 30

A3l1

Rand Bellavia

Adam English

Hitch

Miki Dennis

Mich Sampson

Mike Westhead

Peter Westhead

RickH

MikeRichards

Matt/Budrick

Marion

Tricia

Sue Edwards

Alexa

FanTom

Teddy

Dave

Janet Maughan

Robert Maughan

Jessica Prett

Dave S

Rika

The Magician

Deborah

Melusine

Valerie

Chris Bell

Gwen Funnell

Peter Wareham

Kathy Songbird

Colin Tuckley

A32

A 33

A34

A35

A 36

A37

A 38

A39

A40

A4l1

A42

A43

M 44

C45

A 46

A47

A 48

A49

A50

A351

A52

A53

A54

A55

A 56

A57

M 58

M 59

M 60

A6l

A 62

Square Bear

Emily Raftery

Rafe Culpin

Alison Richards

Anke

Peter Tyers

Barbara Stewart

John Stewart

Rhodri James

Roger Robinson

Tim

Annie

Jared

Ellie

Andrew Barton

Kate Soley-Barton

Kathy Westhead

Karen Westhead

Tony Rogers

Bill

Brenda

Leo Sands

Kathy Sands

Ju

Keris

Liz

Alistair

Abi

Rachel

Anna

Marilisa

A 63

A 64

A65

A 66

A 67

A 68

A 69

A70

A7l1

A72

A73

A74

A75

A 76

A77

A78

A79

A 80

A81

A 82

A 83

M 84

M 85

A 86

A 87

M 88

C89

A90

Azakir Devaris

Soir Blackwing

Smitty

Diana Joan (D.J) Bass

Michael Bernardi

Vera's Zimmerframe

Vera Emlyn

Franklin

Jenny

Paul B. =:0}

JewelSong

Nancy Freeman

Donna Cat

Hilary Ann

Omega

Nat

Hamster Girl

Bridget Wilkinson

Debbie Levy

Simon Fairbourn

Talis Kimberley

Corwin Kimberley

Pippa

Lissa

Phil

Alex

Amy

Sib


