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The:pushmi-pullyu Huis :

Or rather, half of. the pushmi-pullyu
Speaks: Which half, pushmi or pullyu

we're not certain, but that’s a biological

problem. “Andthinking of biological

problems, this is why only half of us is

speaking. Niall is, at this moment,

probably . changing a nappy or
something similar. Rather him than me.

Haha! You can’t keep a good pushmi
(or pullyu, depending) down! Nappy
changing overfor the moment, I use the

wonderful medium of transtemporal

mechanics (i.e. editing the PR) to
interject, annotate and otherwise write

bits into this, our last pre-con
communique. i

So how does a species like thepushmi-
pullyu breed? This is just the sort of

question that we could have put to Jack
Cohen, one of Eastercon’s regular

attendees who’s a dab handat creating
alien species that would actually work.

Unfortunately he’s unable to attend this

year, so it'll have to wait until

Blackpoolnextyear,I suppose.

This is a shame, as I’ve always wanted

to find out how Ibreed. I suspect,
however, that it would be a subject

more suitable for one of our late-night

“Adult Entertainment’ slots, than for

one of Jack Cohen's edifying

discourses. Rather like the centaur and

the mermaid... but I digress. So who

else can't makeit?

Also not attending this year (together

with Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, Boris . 4.

Yeltsin and Roland Rat, to name but.a
few who will be missing out on all ee4 : 

fun) is author Octavia Butlee“She was

hoping to make an appearancebutsadly

- her schedule no longer allowsit.

That is a shame... I had plans for
Roland Rat...

Sad, but never mind. These are only six

people who can’t make it to Glasgow

for the con — as of this PR we have

reached over 800 members, most of

whom (including both halves of the
pushmi-pullyu) can makeit.

It was touch and go for this half of the

_pushmi-pullyu at one point, as mysister

won twotickets to any British sporting

event she fancied, complete with

corporate hospitality. So on Easter

Saturday she’s off to Anfield to see the
Liverpool/Everton derby Match. I did
volunteer to go in her stead as I know

her pub is always busy at Easter, but for

some reason she decided to go and to

take her boyfriend instead of me. That’s

him offmy Christmas card list.

It was touch and go for this PR too —

sorry it’s a bit later than expected, but

babies, moving flat, and other

circumstances all conspired against us.

Hmm.... another biological question — if

pushmi-pullyus breed, how many do

you get in a litter? I imaginethat, like

cows, they normally produce only one

calf at a time.

I think it morelikely that each pushmi-
pullyuparent would give birth to half a

pushmi-pullyu each, which would then

<fuse to produce the -total offspring,
; Much more democratic...

 

 
2Kon wouldlike to thank our conteiburorss,

Patrick Nielsen Hayden, Andrew Patterson, M@, Gizmo   
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2Kon Nall Costume Award
 

I have the pleasure of informing you that his

Excellency the Centauri Ambassador to Glasgow

is able to attend your event and would be
honoured to supervise the Hall Costume Award.

As indicated in your missive, the recipient of the
award will be chosen by public ballot. As his

Excellency will be organising this event, he feels

that it should be arranged in keeping with Centauri

traditions. Since the main force in Centauri politics

is wealth, voting should be by Centauri Ducat. The

ambassador is aware that Glasgow banks have had

great difficulty in securing sufficient numbers of

Ducats from the Centauri homeworld and so he is
willing to loan each convention member two

ducats. He will of course keep track of members’

names and numbers to avoid any unpleasantness

from members attempting to impose unduly on his

generosity.

The ambassador will attend 2Kon on Sunday to

judge the contest. He expects that gentlemen will

be clothed within the bounds of decency andladies

within the bounds of charm. To contact the

ambassador ahead of time, entrants should use his

interweb address:
  Centauri.Ambassador@terra.sol.co.uk.

His Excellency  
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Beyond Cyberdi-omme V: Coday‘Ss World.

So: Yes. Of course we’re going to have another B.C. — just as we promised at the end
of the last one! Just as last year was themed ‘One We Made Earlier’, this is themed
‘Today’s World’ so let’s see a (Safe!) Nuclear powered Household Robot, a VTOL
robot, or at least something that wobbles about amusingly!

If you register your robots at the BC Workshop(Saturday: where you can build more
robots at the Con) we can giveit a better build-up, but robots enteredat the last minute
(the Matchitself is Sunday afternoon) are more than welcome. Thanks to Hasbro UK
‘we again have a lot of K’Nex to build chaos entries with please, also bring any
constructive supplies of your own the workshop.

Remember: Without your robotsthatfall to bits, there’s nothing to laugh at exceptus.

Moredetails available on the BC website:

http://www.welcome.to/beyondcyberdrome

— lovingly assembled usingbits of string and Gaffa tape by...

Me

SreeeoeS erenmmm2eam Pm©mS

2Ron &mbroidery Riz

Designed specially for 2Kon, this card-mounted
embroidery kit will be available at the convention. :

The kit contains:

© 14 count Aida fabric

e Pattern

© Needle & Thread

e Presentation card and envelope :

...all for £4.50 each, £1 of which goesstraight to con:
charities. For further details or advanceorders, contac’
npsine@barrayar.demon.co.uk

  

 

  

  

  

>>neST OSSSO eee7)a mmm©sm
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Special Noztel Announcement

With the Easter weekend fast

approaching, accommodation for 2Kon

is now at a premium and the final

deadline for reservations via the

convention was 1* April 2000.

The Central and Carrick Hotels are both
full but we would like to appeal to fans

who have already booked to consider

sharing a room with a friend, since

many roomsare not being used to full

capacity. If anyone can help, both the
committee and the hotels will be most

grateful.

The requests for single rooms have far

exceeded those available at all our

hotels. The Lodge Inn can offer some

single rooms at the higher rate of

£50.90 (fully inclusive), with twin or  

double rooms still available at

convention rates. The single room rate
is higher because the Lodge Inn has a

fixed room rate.

The hotel addresses are as follows:

Quality Central Hotel:

99 GordonStreet, Glasgow G1 3SF
Tel: 0141-221-9680; Fax: 0141-226-3948

The Carrick Hotel:

377 Argyle Street, Glasgow G2 8LL
Tel: 0141-248-2355; Fax: 0141-221-1014

The LodgeInn:

10 Elmbank Gardens, Glasgow G2 4PP
Tel: 0141 221-1000; Fax: 0141-248-1000

Rennie Mackintosh Hotel:

59 Union Street, Glasgow G1 3RB
Tel: 0141-221-0050; Fax: 0141-221-4580

VUGU:GC:UU:
ecttiss Co Che ConventionGetting

Please read the directions carefully. At

the time of going to press, the road

directions are correct but changes due

to road works mustbe anticipated.

By Car:
For those unfamiliar with the city,

Glasgow is best reached on the M8,

following the signs for City Centre

North. All these instructions assumethe

M6as the starting point. Two sets of

instructions are given, one set to the

hotels’ NCP car parks, the other to the

Kelvinbridge Park and Ride.

NCP for Central, Carrick and

Rennie Mackintosh Hotels

These instructions give directions to the  

Oswald Street NCP car park, which is

recommended for fans to offload their

stuff, but is rather too expensive to stay

there over the weekend. Level 5 of the

car park has a pedestrian access into the

Central Station, and residents of all

three hotels get a discount. Ask at the

reception desk when you checkin.

From England, the east and the north of

the city: Take the Clydebank / SECC

exit Junction 19, A814) and turn left at

the first available lights into Argyle

Street. Tum right onto James Waitt

Street, then left at the end onto the

Broomielaw, running along the

riverside.

From the south of the city: Take the
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City Centre exit (Junction 19) and turn

right at the second setoftraffic lights.
Go straight down and turn left onto the
Broomielaw.

Once on the Broomielaw: Turn left at

the third set traffic lights onto Oswald

Street — watch for the Stakis Riverboat

Casino on your right side as a

landmark. The next right is the entrance

to the car park: it’s a one-waystreet,

and you need to get into the right hand
lane immediately.

For fans staying at the Rennie

Mackintosh _—_Hotel, we _-would

recommend that you park in Oswald

Street first and walk through the station

concourse, accessible from Level 5.

Use the side entrance from Union

Street, turning right at the bottom ofthe
stairs and the entrance to the hotel is

less than 50 yards on the right & well
signposted.

NCPfor Lodge Inn

For fans staying at the Lodge Inn,there

is an NCPcar park adjacentto the hotel

with discountrates for residents.

From England, the east andthe north of

the city: Take the Charing Cross exit

(Junction 18), which is on the outside

lane (the right hand one!). This exit

merges with two other mainfilter roads,

so try to keep to the left, following
traffic onto Sauchiehall Street, which is
one wayat this point.

From the south of the city: Take the
Charing Crossexit (Juction 18), driving
past the Mitchell Library in the outside
lane. Turn right into Sauchiehall Street.

Once on Sauchiehall Street: Move to

the right hand lane and take the next
right onto Elmbank Street. Cross West

RegentStreet at the Kings Theatre, then
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turn right. The NCP car park will be on
the right and the entrance of the Lodge
Inn is sign posted.

Note: if you are a dealer or artist,
please contact Cuddles directly, and
special parking instructions for
offloading will be sent to you. Any
queries about hotel bookings should be
made to Cuddles.

Kelvinbridge Park and Ride

Werecommendthatfans park their car
in the Kelvinbridge Park and Ride over
the weekend, as it has by far the
cheapest rates available. Once parked,
the Central Hotel (and others) can be
reached by following the directions for
the Underground (below).

From England, the east andthe north of
the city: Take the Charing Cross exit
(function 18). Note that this is in the
outside lane (the right hand one)! The
slip-road exits onto one side of a dual
carriageway. Follow this road through
the first set of lights, then turn right at
the next set. Turn right again at the
following lights, to come up the other
side of the dual carriageway at Charing
Cross.

From the south of the city: Take the
City Centre exit (Junction 19). Continue
up the hill and straight through twosets
oftraffic lights, to Charing Cross.

From the Central Hotel: Exit the NCP
onto Oswald Street (one way, left to
right). Move immediately to the left
hand lane (but watch out for bus
stops!). Turn left at the lights,
signposted for “City Centre Avoiding
Bus Gate”. You are now on Argyll
Street. Go straight through four sets of
traffic lights. Get into the right hand
lane on the approach to the bridges. At
the next set of lights, get in lane for the



A804, and turn right. Use the left hand

lane while turning, avoiding the slip-

road for the M8. Once headed up the

hill (use the middle lane), go straight
through two sets of traffic lights, to

Charing Cross.

Once at Charing Cross: Move over to

the left-hand lane as you approach the

building on the bridge. Once underthis

building you will come to another set of

lights: take the filter lane to the left,
onto Woodlands Road. Follow the road.
to the roundabout, and take the third

exit, which is the continuation of

Woodlands Road. Continue to the next

junction. Across from you to the left is

South Woodside Road, which leads to
the Park and Ride.

By Other (Methods

To simplify the instructions, all

directions lead to Central Station, where

the convention hotel is situated. Further

directions from the station to the

various hotels are then given.

By Underground:
Take the Underground to St Enoch’s

Square. Leave the station by the main

exit, onto Argyll Street. Turn left and

go along Argyll Street for a block, to

the junction with Union Street. Go up
Union Street; the side entrance to

Central Station is on your left.

By Rail.

Trains from England and the

Borders terminate at Central Station.

Trains from Edinburgh and the

north of Scotland will terminate at

Queen Street Station, which is
approximately 10 minutes walk away.
Take the George Square exit ftom

Queen Street Station and walk down  

2Kon Progress Report 3

Queen Street, tuming into Royal

Exchange Square (Museum of Modern

Art). Walk through the arches into

Buchanan Street Precinct, past Fridays

Pub & Diner, into Gordon Street. Keep

to the left hand side until your reach

Central Station, which is about two

blocks away.

Alternatively, take the right-hand exit

from the station and follow the signs to

Buchanan Street Underground Station.

Follow the directions for the
Undergroundabove.

If you have heavy luggage, there is a

public bus service between the tworail
Stations.

By Mir:

Glasgow Airport is 20 minutes drive

from the city centre. Black Hackney

cabs charge about £15, private cabs
charge about £10. There are two coach

services into the city, which pass close

to Central Station. The Citylink coach

adult fare is £3 (£5 return) and the

Airport Link Express adult fare is £2.70

(£4.50 return). Both services operate

approximately every 15 minutes (peak

time) and 30 minutes (off peak). The

last service from the airport is 22:00
and 19:45 respectively.

Prestwick Airport has a rail link
service to Central Station but it does

not operate during the night, with-
services stopping at 9pm.

By Coach:

Coaches arrive at Buchanan Street Bus

Station, which is approximately 15
minutes walk from the Central Hotel.

Exit onto Killermont Street (Concert

Hall), walk to the right and turn left into

West Nile Street. Walk down on the

right hand side and take 6" right tum
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into Gordon Street. Central Station’s
entrance is one block away ontheleft

side.

Alternatively, take thefirst left off West
Nile Street onto Sauchihall Street, and

follow it round to the Underground
station. Follow the directions for the

Underground above.

Taxis can be a quicker but expensive

option for getting to Central Station.

Expect some delays as the city centre

gets very congested at weekends and
peak hours.

Getting to the NDocels

Starting from Central Station’

concourse, with your back to the
platforms...

The Central Hotel bas an entrance from

the main concourse,situated in the left
hand cornerof the station.

To reach the Carrick Hotel, use the rear

exit (at the left of the concourse, besid  
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the entrance to the Central Hotel) onto

Hope Street. Go down the hill to the

junction with Argyle Street. Cross

diagonally at the traffic lights, and walk
away from the station along Argyle

Street for about three blocks. The

Carrick Hotel is on the left side of the
street.

To reach the Lodge Inn, use the rear

exit (at the left of the concourse, beside

the entrance to the Central Hotel) onto

Hope Street. Go up the hill to the

Junction with St. Vincent Street. Turn

left and go along St Vincent Street, over

the hill until you’re on the flat again.
Turn right onto Elmbank Street; the

hotel is a large tower towards the left.

(If you have heavy luggage, we would
recommenda taxi for thattrip!)

To reach the Rennie Mackintosh Hotel,

take the side entrance on the right of the

main concourse onto Union Street. Turn

right and walk down Union Street,

where the entranceis well signposted
     



Dear 2ZKon

I read Mark Plummer’s essay, on the

webversion of your Progress Report3.

Believeit or not, I didn’t find it because

it mentions me;I found it because I was

web-searching on “Graham Joyce” and

“Dreamside.” But now that I’ve read

the piece, I feel compelled to comment

a little. I don’t have an email address

for Mark Plummer, although feel free to

pass this on to him. If you have any

thought of publishing letters of

comment in your Progress Report 4,

consider this a submission.

Mark surveys various industry attempts

to neatly sort out what’s SF and what’s
fantasy. He cites Pan’s various “SF,”

“Fantasy,” and “Horror” logos; he

could haveas easily cited Tor, since we

do the same thing on our mass-market
paperbacks.

He then goes on to say “But not all

publishers feel the same way. Patrick

Nielsen Hayden, editor with US

publisher Tor, says, in the introduction

to the second of his Starlight

anthologies, that the industry sees the

two genres as ‘joined at the hip: they

share the same shelves in bookstores

because they share the same readers,

and I have yet to hear a definition of

science fiction or fantasy that cleanly

separates them from one another.’ If

youreally want a difference, look to the
props, like those little labels on the Pan

books: swords equals fantasy and

rockets equals science fiction.[...] If the

publishers see sf and fantasy as all the

same — if Patrick is right, as I’m sure he

is, and thatlittle thing with Pan was just

an aberration — what useful purpose is

made by a reader insisting on a
distinction?”  

2Kon ProgressReport 3

Well, I didn’t say “the publishers see sf

and fantasy as all the same.” That
would be tantamount to saying that

publishers sell Robert Jordan and

Vernor Vinge the same way, and, |

assure you, we do not. Not being

entirely witless, we’re very aware that

different works and different kinds of

works have different audiences. What I

said was that the two genres are

thoroughly entangled with one another,

and that by and large publishers and

booksellers see little point in trying to

tidily untangle them. Most notably,

booksellers who have tried shelving SF
and fantasy in separate sections have

quickly found that this is a very bad
idea. Yes, some publishers (Pan, Tor,

Baen) have experimented with separate
“SF? and “fantasy” logos, but Mark

makes too much of this. In fact the

biggest reason to do this is that it

doubles the number of books a

publisher can call “lead titles,” which

can be a (slightly) useful thing to do in

the world of mass-market paperbacks.

(Less so in hardcover; and, in fact, Tor

mostly uses its non-genre “Tor

mountain” logo on hardcovers.) In other
words,it’s just distribution legerdemain

— a black art at which, for the field’s

sake, we should hope all our publishers

are adept. It’s a mistake to try to read

such cheerful tricks as representing any

kind of theoretical position.

Mark continues: “Oh sure, if you are,

say, a judge on the Arthur C Clarke

Award jury, an award that is

specifically for an sf novel (unlike the

British Science Fiction Association

Awards which allow for sf or fantasy)

then maybe you have to decide whether

a particular work meets whatever
Page 9
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definition of sf you chose to work to.
But the Clarke jury short-listed

Christopher Priest’s excellent novel The

Prestige, a book that also won the
World Fantasy Award...”

I’m puzzled as to exactly what problem

this presents. The Prestige is a fantasy

novel, and it’s certainly a science

fiction novel; just as a novel may be

-both a horror novel and a romance, or
an SF novel and a mystery. My own

Starlight 1, billed as a science fiction

anthology, won the World Fantasy

Award, which was what occasioned my

introductory Starlight 2 remarks.
Absolutely, SF and fantasy are two

different things, but that doesn’t mean

they can’t co-exist, in varying portions,
in the same works of fiction.  

Demonstrably, there are many books

which are both SF and fantasy.

Moreover, the readerships of SF and of

fantasy overlap to a very great degree.

This isn’t news, it’s just evident

commonsense.It neither meansthat the

two genres are “all the same,” the view

Mark attributes to me, nor that it’s

sensible to try to wedge every single

book exclusively into one box or

another, as Mark seems to think the

business with the logos is designed to

do. In general, Mark Plummer seems to
be trying to make a meal out of

morsels, and these scraps don’t stretch
thatfar.

Patrick Nielsen Darden

UUUUU:UUy
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Chair's Bic: Che Castercon Nozcel.

There is a distinct lack of Eastercon

hotels that we know about. Most of

them are less than ideal, but it’s

unlikely we’ll ever find the perfect
Eastercon hotel. Even if we did, we

don’t really want to be at the same

place more often than every three or
_four years at most. One of the important

things about the Eastercon is the fact

that it takes place in different parts of
the country.

If you know of a hotel that you think

might be suitable for an Eastercon,

those ofus who run them would be very
grateful for the information. A perfect

Eastercon hotel would have ail the
following but we’re short enough that

any hotel that fits enough of them is
worth knowing about.

e 600 beds onsite.

e Functions rooms seating:

* 600 people (main programme)  

* 300 people (art show)

* 200 people (minor programme)

* 50 people (at least five of them

for workshop type items)

e A good socialising area with bars

nearbyorin it.

e Decent disabled accessto all areas.

That covers theinsides of the hotel, but
there are some other requirements to do

with the business of the hotel.

Basically, they must need our business.
The room rates have to be negotiated

down to a reasonable level, and the bar

rates must be similarly negotiable, of

course. Ideally the hotel should be

easily accessible via road, rail and bus.
At bare minimum the town needs to

have a main line rail station. The hotel

should also be situated within walking

distance of the town centre, or a number

of good restaurants anyway.
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* 400 people (dealer room) =

2Kon — Eastercon 2000

Central Hotel, Glasgow 21st — 24th April 2000

With Guests of Honour:

Guy Gavriel Kay Deborah Turner-Harris Katherine Kurtz

How to Contact Us

UK: 2Kon, 30 Woodburn Terrace, St Andrews, KY18 8BA
email: 2kon@dcs.st-and.ac.uk
Web: http:/Avww-theory.dcs.st-and.ac.uk/2Kon

The Complete Price List

Full weekend...£35 Friday (valid until 10am Saturday)............:csececeeeeeeeeees sai
Sat or Sun(valid until 10am following day)..................+ £18

Junior.............. £15 Monday(valid until end of convention).....................08 £12

Unwaged......... £20 Fri, Sat or Sun eveonly (valid until 10am following day)...£8   


