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Guests of Honour

Vernor Vinge Dr. Jack Cohen
eeeC aLULL 

Start here!
nly a yearto go... By the time you read this, we'll all have enjoyed Confabulation-
if you went home feeling tired but happy, remember we'll go home tired, happy and
with the realisation that we're next. Now you're probably getting ready for

intersection, saving up for the hotel and putting off till rather later all thoughts of 1996. Rest
assured, we're still planning ahead, so that when you're ready to think about Evolution, we'll
have plenty for you to think about.

In the mean time, this happily with more We're still looking for
PR brings you more Evolution recipes. volunteers and Pat
details about oursite, The list of current McMurray offers some
the sybaritic Radisson members is on the back encouragement. We'll
Edwardian, news about page — please check soon be selling highly-
the room rates and an your details. If you're a evolved T shirts for
exploration of the
surrounding area (you

pre-supporting member,
now is a good time to get

volunteers — yet another
reason to give us a hand

might be pleasantly your full membership - — as well as a delightful
surprised). remember you get your depiction of the
We also have news of £1 discount. If youstill evolution of the fan.

what our guests are up to have your pre-supporting So, we're still here and
- if you've always
wondered exactly what
Jack Cohen is, read on.
Some last minute news

about our guests —- we
now have a combined fan

guest of Maureen Speller
and Paul Kincaid as well.
Little Rex has alreaty set
out for the con and we're

receipt, it would make

life easier for us if you
can let us know the
number when you send
us your membership.

Evolutionis still

evolving. Watch this
space.

- Mary Branscombe

Publications Manager

 

 

still cooking away

;

astercens are run by the people Because conventions arefriendly
whealwaysrun conventions, aren't places, you'll meetpeople and start te

they. And you'llfind the usualsupects make friends whateveryou de at your
helping outon the registration desk first convention.Hewever velanteering
and holding the microphones (you gives youa stractureto base your first
knowwho you are, antl assoon as
you're recovered from Intersection,
we'llwelcome you with open arms).

Bat if you're aot thesort of
person normally suspected of
volunteeringtoheipata con, did you
everwonder hewthey gotinte it aad
whetheryou should?

‘My first convention was Helicon,
theEasterconheld on Jersey in 1993. |
wasverynervousaboutgoing. | knew
there’dbe hundredsof people there,
whe all knew each ether, and didn’t
knowme.f'd actually patoff going to
‘conventions ferSeveralyears because
otthisfear.

Whatfinallyccemned meto go
was justenelittie snippet of —
infermation. Conventions are ran
purely by volunteers,aadthey always
need morevolunteers. People are
always welcome,but especially
volunteers.ff you volunteer, you'll get
te meetSiemeee
working with, theseyou'rehelping.
Someof themwill beald and —
experienced hands,some will be rank
neoslike yourself(andme two years
ago}, but they'll all begladtesee you,
andIt’sasmall step:from there to
makingtriends. :

convention around, rather than
wondering which ef the manysay

enjoy the convention!—Ed).
What you do at your second

cenvention dependsonwhat happens —
atyour first. If you likevolunteering

_ you can doit again,if you'd rather net.
you cando something else (like
enjoying the convention?—Ed). tt
you're anlucky or carelessyeucae end
uprunningIt...

__ Uhad a good time at Helicon.1
workedin the GreenReom,the =

-hespitality suitefergeestsani =
_ panellists, which isafanjeb tede.1
met some interestingpeople and :
started buildingsomegood — -
friendships. AtSou’Wester,nysecond
Eastercon | didthesamething (when!
wasn'tselling pre-suppertsor‘actually

- presentingabid forEvelution). This —
time,as site liasion, Igetto pick the
Greer Reom.

As always, we needyour help to :
~ make this a goedconventionbut we're
net the only oneswhocan benefit.
Velunteer. I'll changeyour life,at
least a little.

-=PatMcMurray
: padphon-



 

Meet our Guests of Honour

Jack Cohen: Alien Designer
(UK title Dragons of Heorot) which
should be available by the time you read
this. ’ve read it in manuscript, and
Jack’s biological paw-prints are all over
it. | also reckon it’s the best book Niven
has written for several years, though I’m

not claiming there is any necessary
connection between those two
statements.

A universal uncle
One of the things about Jack that struck
me when I first met him was that
whoever | mentioned, he claimed to
know personally — SF authors,
scientists, pet-shop owners, actors... At
first | wondered if he was simply
spinning a line, but as time went by | got
to meet a lot of them myself —
sometimes at Jack’s instigation,
sometimes not — and they always
confirmed his story. Jack has a huge
stable of fascinating (this is another
polite term, this time for “eccentric”)
acquaintances, nearly all of whom seem
to bear him a surprising amount of of

goodwill. | say “surprising” because
Jack is of the “speak your mind and
camn the consequences” persuasion, so
he often puts his foot where angels fear
to put theirs. You either love him or you

hate him, but the balance, | have
observed, is hugely positive.

Credentials and chaos
Jack is a real scientist, too — real
enough to have taken early retirement
from Birmingham University when he
noticed it was starting to forget what
real science ought to be. He is now
based at the University of Warwick, with
one foot in each of the Mathematics and
Biology Departments.(This is a bit like
straddling the Maginot Line at the start
of World WarIl.) He is a biologist,
belonging to that quaint old school that

 

believes the subject has something to do
with organisms. (Jack was once an
organism himself: Chair Organism of the
West Midlands branch of the Institute of
Biology 1990-94— to avoid charges of
speciesism.) In fact, that was what he
wanted to talk to me about.

He knew of my association with
Chaos Theory, through my best-seller
Does God Play Dice? (just the one gratuitous
advert allowed!— Ed), and he wanted to
know how the devil complicated things
like organisms could possibly work when
their insides were chaotic. We spent a
large numberof lunchtimes in pubs
thinking about this, and the upshot was
The Collapse of Chaos (due out from
Penguin in mid-1995). Jack has written

six other books including The Privileged
Ape, Reproduction, and Living Embryos.
Our joint brainchild is unusual, because
the second half completely

   
contradicts the first half,

and both are assisted by conversations
with the aliens of the planet Zarathustra.

The Zarathustrans are incurable
octimists — they like the number 8 —
except of course for those who are
septimists. The first half gives the
orthodox scientific view of everything
from atoms to ecosystems; the second
half gives our view, which turns most of
the first half on its head. We’ve got
different organisms with the same DNA,

organisms whose genes don’t tell them
what sex they ought to be, organisms
that evolve while their
genes stay the same and
stay the same while their
genes evolve, planets
that move in octagons...

When he's not
writing books, Jack keeps
busy in other ways. He is
Vice-President of the
Linnaean Society, and wa
once President of MENSA.
He gives more talks to
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scheol students than
anybody else | know, mostly about Life
on Other Planets and sex. He does
innumerable radio broadcasts, and
revealed his deep knowledge of almost
everything when Heather Couper and|
beat his team in The Litmus Test. The
two of us once did an interview for BBC
radio on the latest Star Trek movie —
neither of us having actually seen it at
the time. His latest TV epic is in the
Channel 4 series Reality on the Rocks in
which Ken Campbell tries to find the
Meaning of Life, the Universe — and
chips. To help, Jack eats a definitive
chip in the delightful setting of the
Coventry Cross pub in the first episode,
Did It Begin? He also drives Ken around
in his (Jack’s, not Ken’s) Peugeot diesel
with a camera crew hanging out of the
passenger window.

On exactly two occasions mylife
has beentotally transformed by a Jewish
scientist banging on my door. The first
time wasin the United States, when a
mathematician called Marty Golubitsky
appeared during a Connecticut winter:
that encounter changed my entire
research area. The second time was
when Jack showed up in my office, and
that encounter changed just about
everything else.

For the hetter, you understand
— lan Stewart
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THE 3rdBRITISH QUANTuMLEAP CONVENTION

FRI-SAT-SUN,12th - 14th April 1996
en

TheRadissonEdwardian Hotel, Heathrow

Joinus next.Leap’ Year fora full Pipgpamme of
events incpding. |

- DealersRoom*' Video Rooms”*

‘a Free Competitions *
(Fancy Dress’* Art *Fiction/Poetry * Music Videos)

: Discos*“Theme Parties * Live Entertainment *

* TeamQuiz* Discussion Panels * Role Playing *
 

 

  | Formore details sendanS.A.E.to: —
- Accelerate 96,78 Sterry Road,Dagenham, Essex, RM108NT

or Telephone(01827)64917,
EMail Accelerate@pbayliss.demon.co.ukorCompuserve100305, 2456

  



 

of One Bad Rat have now been published —
to considerable acclaim. Bad Rat has won a

number of awards, including Best Limited
Series/Arc from the Comics Creaturs Guild of Great
Britain and it has been selected for inclusion in
the Beatrix Potter collection at the Victoria and
Albert Musuem in London.It isn't only succeeding
on artistic merit, as it's being used as resource
material in a number of child abuse centres. The
artwork is also being featuredin an Italian art
exhibition. All four isses will be collected into a
graphic novel by Dark Horse in October, but it's
possible the UK collected edition may be out
before then. Watch this space for news...
[: you follow Sandman you'll have seen Bryan's

A li four issues of Bryan's latest work, The Tale

artwork on many occasions, including the
marriage of Orpheus and Euridyce in the

Sandman annual. There won't be any more
stories with Dream himself after the Sandman
comic finishes, but The Dreaming will continue
as a Comic and Bryan is currently working ona
story arc which will be the secondin the
series. This features some of the familiar
Dreaming characters (although none of the
Endless), butit's mainly about the new
characters it introduces and their situation.
Bryan describes it as a "nice subversion of the
romance genre, using romantic stereotypes."
The story doesn't have firm title yet;
suggestions rejected by DC so far include
Pawn Hearts (from the Van der Graf Generator
album) and Lost Hearts. Bryan's current
favourite is Weird Romance.

- Mary Branscombe

ue

Colin Greenland

been hard at work recently. Not
content with finishing Seasons

Of Plenty, the sequel to his award
winning novel Take Back Plenty,
Colin has produced A Bunch Of Wild
Roses, a story for an upcoming

anthology of fiction based on Bryan
Talbot's alternate universe-hopping
graphic novel The Adventures of
Luther Arkwright.

Seasons Of Plenty carries on
with the story of Tabitha Jute,
taking her outside the Solar System
on the enormous starship Plenty.
Seasonsisn't the end of Tabitha's
adventures, as Colin has already
begun outlining the third Plenty
novel.

p::: animal Colin Greenland has

- Simon Bisson  
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“Yes, | heardyou — you're the King of TyrantLizards butI'm sorry, ifyou were

the Prince of bloody Whalesthat trunkstill wouldn't be carry-on!"



 

Ireland’s
leading

science fiction
magazine

Issue 6
out now’

Fiction.
artwork.

reviews and

Lois MeMaster
Bujold

interviewed

science fiction fantasy horror
   

U.K. subscriptions
£8 for four issues
Sample copies

available for £2.25.

Submissions of fiction
and artwork welcome.

albedo one, 2 Post Road,

Lusk, Co. Dublin, Ireland
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The Radisson Edwardian — not in the middle

of nowhere!

Evolution will be at the luxurious, 5 star Radisson Edwardian Hotel at Heathrow, London. But
no matter how good the 'con, we know you won't want to stay in it all weekend andisn't
Heathrow an isolated outpost in the back of beyond? Not at all — we sent our intrepid
reporter (and Site Liaison), Pat McMurray, out with a One Day Travelcard to investigate...

ertimeI visit the Radisson, I’m
really impressed.It’s beautifully

decorated and well maintained. It has
lots of function space of all shapes and
sizes. It has some wonderful playing
space — a beautiful swimming pool with
two jacuzzis and a conservatory terrace
opening onte one of the nice bars and
restaurants and — for when you've

finished indulging -— a health club. The
staff and managementare friendly and
helpful, the bedrooms are comfortable
and the food is good and will be
reasonably priced at-con. HoweverI’ve
also taken the time to explore the area
around the hotel and these are the
amenities | found.

Along the A4
If you want a quick bite, there’s a
McDonalds next to the hotel. Two

hundred yards further down the same
side of the A4 is a bowling alley. A mile
away, through a tunnel under the A4 and
the runways (or via the hotel's courtesy
bus which runs throughout the day) are
Heathrow terminals 1, 2 and 3, with

various shops, bars and restaurants.
These are pretty much a known quantity,
although for late-night cravings,it's

o Micth
» oe SRB:

The Wheatsheaf, another pleasant pub within half a mile of the hotel.

   

Look
carefully and
you might

be able to  

 
 . spot the
 

worth remembering you can get Haagen-
Dazs there... After a quick scoop of
Belgian Chocolate with chocolate
sprinkles, | turned my back on the A4 and
the airport and went North.

The villages
The area between the A4 and the M4

north of the Radisson

holds a string of small
villages — Sipson,
Harlington, Cranford and
Harmondsworth. | visited
Harmondsworth, half a
miles walk from the
Radisson and Sipson,
within a mile of the
hotel. The nearest pub to
the hotel is the
Pheasant, 350 yards
away down a side road,
just past the Alamo
car hire. The
Pheasant is a very :
pleasant pub and
like all the pubs in

the area it has a
we . country feel.The

a range of beers was
interesting but not
wildly original.
What was

impressive about this
place was the food.
This pub has a  

editor
spending
the entire
convention
in the

swimming
poolat the
Radisson.

restaurant attached. The restaurant
itself is an odd shaped building,
apparently intended to look like a
pheasant — it looked more to me asif a
UFO had landed in the car park. | hada

quick look in the restaurant, whichis
very swish, serving English cuisine at
about £20 a head. We ate in the pub
which is busy and friendly, with food
costing from £3 to £5 — the ploughman’s
lunches were generous and tasty.

After lunch it was on to Harlington,
which is a small, busy village. Useful
shops here include a pharmacy, two off-
licences, a newsagents, a greengrocers,
a florist, a hairdressers and a dry
cleaners. There are four takeaways — a
fish and chip shop, The Swan Chinese, a
bakery and The Clay Oven
Indian/Nepalese takeaway (which looks
intriguing — Ed).

  
 



Q: Wherecan youread anin-depth

interview with MICHAEL MOORCOCK;

STEPHEN BAXTER on HG WELLS:

Interviews with Intersection guests

GERRY ANDERSONand LES EDWARDS;

a column byBritish Fantasy Award

winning author GRAHAM JOYCE;

all the latest genre news;

book reviews; plus film, fanzine,

small press, TV and anime columns?

A: In the latest issue of CRITICAL WAVE!

Just £1.95 in the UK or £2.50 elsewhere

(both prices include postage & packing)

Founded in 1987, CRITICAL WAVEhasestablished a reputation for

hard-hitting news coverage, perceptive essays andincisive

reviews of the latest books, movies and comics. Check out
CRITICAL WAVE now and see why Michael Moorcockcalled it the

“most consistently interesting and intelligent" genre magazine available?
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If ‘you. wish to buy a sample copy, or take out a five-issue subscription (only £8.50 in the UK or send an IRC for rates

elsewhere) please complete the coupon below. Cheques or money orders should be made payable to "Critical Wave

Publications" and sent to: Martin Tudor, 845 Alum Rock Road, Birmingham, B8 2AG, England. Allow 30 daysfor delivery.

Please delete as appropriate and/or tick the relevant box(es):

[ ] Please send me a sample copy of #40, | enclose.......... (£1.95 in UK/£2.50 rest of the world)

[ ] lwish to subscribe for 5 issues and enclose ...........

[ ] I wish to buy a Lifetime Subscription and enclose .......... (£85 UK/£110 Europe/$290 N America/£195 elsewhere)
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Harlington has three pubs, The White
Hart, The Wheatsheaf and The Red Lion
and both The White Hart and The
Wheatsheaf serve food. The White Hart
is more of a family pub than The
Wheatsheaf and the food is similar in
price and range to The Pheasant, but
The White Hart is about twice the size of

the Pheasant. All this is within half a
mile of the Radisson Edwardian without
having to cross any major roads.

We then did a quick tour of Sipson,
which is a little further away, on the
east side of the hotel (Harlington is to
the west). Sipson has three pubs, again
country pubs with beer and food and we 4. Pas 2 f
shall force ourselves to investigate
these further(sip by sip).

Bus ride
Hayes is the nearest reasonably sized
town, about two miles away from the
hotel — just carry on through Harlington.
it’s further than I'd like to walk butit
can be done. A much better idea is to
catch the 140 bus, which stops outside
the hotel, runs every ten minutes and
takes ten minutes to reach Hayes.

Hayes has plenty of shops,
including the usual selection with
Woolworths, Superdrug and various
banks — a typical small High Street.
There are at least a dozen restaurants,
including some nice locking Indians, a
Pizza Hut and a scrumptious Chinese,
the New Bowl. We visited this in the
evening and enjoyed some very nice

Peking and Cantonese cuisine. The New
Bow!is fully licensed, costs about £15 a
head and comes with the personal
recommendation of the committee!
There's also a WH Smith as well as a
couple of charity shops, but alas no
second hand bookshop — the almost
complete shopping centre.

The best news is Hayes &

 

 

Harlington railway station. Trains run
every half hour all day and every hourall
night and it takes 20 minutes to get to
London Paddington and 40 minutes to
Reading. The 140 bus runs from right
outside the station, so you could get

from central London to the hotel in just
over 30 minutes — useful for trips to the
British Museum and London bookshops,
with no fear of being stranded late at
night on your way back to the hotel.

The trains also run to Southall
where there are some truly excellent
Indian restaurants and it's worth the trip

just for the experience.

 

    

 
The Pheasantlooks like a normal pub with pleasant food just a few minutesstroll from the hotel, but
behindit lurks an alien spacecraft disguised as a restaurant.

Backat the hotel
At Evolution there’ll be plenty to see and
do in the hotel, with an interesting

variety of food and drink, ranging from
cheap rolls to full a la carte menus.
Howeverfor these who like to get out of
the hotel and for those little
emergencies there are plenty of places a
short walk or a bus ride away from the
Radisson that can feed you, clothe you
or cope with sudden needs.

We hope you'll enjoy Evolution -
enjoy your stay in the hotel and indulge
yourself.

- Pat McMurray

The White Hart in Harlington,
a large pub about ten minutes
walk from the hotel.

 



 

Letter from America
It’s only fitting that Evolution keeps in contact with our American guest,
Vernor Vinge, over the Internet, as much of Vernor’s work shows his
fascination with computer networks. The pivotal scenes in the epic A Fire
Upon The Deep couldn’t have occured without a galaxy spanning data
network, whilst the novella True Names explored the meaning of identity
and trust in a wired world - a set of problems we're only now starting to see
with the proliferation of e-mail handles and nicknames that sprinkle the
Internet and Usenet, and with the development of easy to use encryption
software.

Recently we asked Vernorto tell us about his current projects, and
this was his reply:

To: simon@fehen.demon.co.uk

Subject: Re: Future Plans

Hi Simon — Here is the state of chaos:

1. Negotiations for a movie option on “True Names”are
bogged down :-(

2. | have a contract for two ‘quels to _A Fire Upon the

Deep_. The first is due at Tor by the end of this year
(presumably for publication sometime in 1996). Roughly

speaking, it’s about Pham Nuwen in the Slow Zone. Last

summer | did about 60,000 words, but it looks like it’s

going to be about as long (210,000 words) and
complicated as _Fire_. The second book is due at Tor at

the end of 1996.

3. 1’m taking an unpaid leave from San Diego State
University from about June 1995 through August 1996.

This should give me time to do the writing. | also want
to do some academic things, and (finally!) get a few of

those neat computer peripherals and software that are
available now (scanners, good graphics displays,

desktop art). | have a lot of picture ideas for the
current story and for _Fire_ that | would like to try

out.

4. I’m trying to get “True Names”back into print.

5. ve been playing with matlab. | did a hack that

guesses at the shape of galactic orbits of nearby stars

(trying to see how seriously | should take Zonal mixing
in my stories). The plots were fun, though they don’t
show anything that an astronomer doesn’t already know
qualitatively. Another matlab project involves asteroid

dynamics; some more fun trajectories, maybe a story

background idea.

6. | believe Kevin Kelly will have a short interview with

me in the June issue of _Wired_

7. Conventions:

a) I-CON 14, Stonybrook, NY: 31 March-2 April 1995.

b) Minicon 30, Minneapolis, MN: 13 April-16 April

1995.
c) Westercon 48, Portland, OR: 30 June-2 July 1995.

8. Evolution, Easter 1996!

Best wishes, — Vernor

And before you ask, no we won’t tell you Vernor’s e-mail address.I’m
waiting for that new novel, and | know how muchof the day dealing with e-

mail can eat!
- Simon Bisson  

about five years
ago, when(I

claim) he arrived at
my office and (he
claims) he
telephonedfirst and
then arrived at my

office. We do agree that he said
something along the lines of “I’m Jack Cohen,

you're lan Stewart, it’s time we met.” We went

off to a pub for lunch and discovered that
despite Jack being a biologist and me being a
mathematician — two professions that normally

fight like cat and dog — we hada lot of interests
in common.

The most obvious one was SF. Jackis well
known (‘“notorious”is the less polite
description) in the SF community. He makes a
few pennies on the side by acting as a
consultant to a number of famous writers,
helping them to tie their plots down to real
science. His knowledge is encyclopaedic: the
only time I’ve ever caught him out is when he
briefly wanted to have dolphins surfing on the
tidal bulge of a planet. (Sorry, Jack, but the tidal
bulge is a gravitational equipotential, that’s
what makes it bulge. So it doesn’t run
“downhill”.) :

He’s had a
hand in Anne
McCaffrey’s
Dragons of Pern |

series, in ,
stories set in
Larry Niven’s
Known Space,

in Niven and

Pournelle’s
Heorotseries,
in David a

Gerrold’s War @
Against the
Chtorr series, in Harry Harrison’Ss West of
Eden series, in hoaks by Jim White, Brian Aldiss,
Terry Pratchett...

On the one hand, he has written abouthis

career of Designer Aliens for New Scientist and
Encylopaedia Britannica.

On the other hand, | should warn you not to
mention the Encylopaedia Britannica article
within earshot of Harry Harrison.

And on the gripping hand, if you want to
know why, the full story was written up in
Ansible late in 1994 (by which | mean it was the
Novacon report but I’ve forgotten the precise
date, presumably November or December)in
Dave Langford’s usual inimitable and totally
unbiased style.

Jack’s most recent alien design project is
Children of Chronos, sequel to Legacy of Heorot

f=: met Jack

 

  

 

  



Food, glorious food
t wouldn't be an Evo/ution PR without recipes, especially now that two of the

I conte have joined CHEFF, the food-obsessed APA run by Fran Dowd (guess
which two). So, what have we been eating this month? We started with

Bridget's Piperade.

1 large onion 2 cloves garlic 1 red pepper
1 green pepper 1tsp mixed herbs {tsp fresh parsley
1tbsp olive oil 3 eggs 2-3tbsp milk

salt and pepper
You rememberthe milk you didn’t use in the soup in PR 1? Hopefully it has turned into cheese by now and
you can grateit and sprinkle over the piperadeat the end — but it's probably just a horrible mess so|
should throw it out. Heat the olive oil in a pan, stir in the finely chopped onion and crushedgarlic and cook

for 3 minutes. Deseed and dice the peppers, add them to the onions and cookfora further 3 minutes. Beat
the eggs with the milk and herbs, add to the pan and cook to a moist scramble. Season and garnish with
fresh chives. This makes tasty light meal and an excellent filling for baked potatoes. Serves 2 polite

people or one glutton. BH

Simon's Neat Hot Salsa (that's not hot)
1 onion (preferably a red onion} 2 apples
English apple juice olive oil
black pepper 2 tomatoes

Roughly chop the apples, the tomatoes, and the onions. You don't have to have peeled the apples, but
somefolk prefer them that way. | like using eating applesforthis recipe - Cox's Orange Pippins work very
well. Take a small pan or a wok, add a drizzle of olive oil and bring to heat. Whentheoil is ready, add the
onions, and gently fry until they soften. At this point pour on a dash of apple juice, and continue to cook the
onions until they have caramelised, and the apple juice has boiled away. Now add the apples and some
more apple juice. Cookthis,stirring often, until the apples have broken up, and are beginningto looklike
an apple sauce. Now add the tomatoes, and cook until they have softened. Keepstirring! Add fresh ground

black pepper and other herbs and spicesto taste. Serve as a side dish - it's especially nice with sausages

and tortillas. SHLGB

Evolving T shirts!

        

    

  

   

What will every well-dressed, fully-
evolved fan be wearing between now
and next Easter? One of these stylish
T shirts with designs by the talented
Sue Mason, we hope. Below is the
volunteer T shirt, which will cost you
£5, plus at least an hour of your time
between now and the end of
Evolution...

ution of the fant

Where do you stand on the

evolutionary tree of the fan?
This T shirt is ideal for
identification and journeys
between branches, and all for
a mere £8 each. Both T shirts
are available in Large, Xtra
Large and Xtra Xtra Large —
send your orders to the usual
Evolution address. Please add
£1 for postage and packing.

EVE BEENWOKBRLEBRKHS EVOLVED

ili Met By "Tonlight

(again).

ago as a naive young fresher, | turned
up to an OUSFG meeting and promptly

got bullied by Dave Clements into joining
Illumination. As a result of this | got some
Progress Reports - muchlike this one. In
one of them Rhodri used up some space
with a foreword called /// Met By
‘Tonlight. \n it he described how he and
several ex-OUSFG members | knew turned
up to the ‘Ton for a quiet drink and
somehow ended up agreeing to run an

a all Rhodri’s fault... Several years

Eastercon. | saw them gradually get more
and more haggard as Easter approached,
TTareneeTall!pmtear| teres

to think it had been good fun and were
considering doing it all over again.

Two and a half years later | went
downto the 'Ton to have a quiet drink
with Bridget . We got involved ina
discussion with Rhodri and some other
EUSaVaanorRON TSS)
with Intersection to run an Eastercon...
and how the Metropole waswilling (or not
as the case turned out to be) to hold a con
CETBeerUMTebar ReireTs
Vivisection would be... and how we could
run it. At this point the evil meme planted
by Rhodri’s article all those years ago was
suddenly activated and | started agreeing
instead of sensibly running away. The
next thing | knew we had volunteered to
run a bid for the ‘96 Eastercon, at which
point the experienced fans melted away,
leaving a group of younger fans looking at
each otherin baffled, worried shock. The
rest, as the cliché goes,is history. We
changéd the name, the hotel, and someof
the committee.It's been quite hard work
{and it’s going to get worse), but I’m sure
itll be worth it. Eventually...
Mer ereDacTCU reac

mentioned this to Bridget in a pub and as
a result she volunteered meto write it up
GUCea ClaTaaCe
this afterword might pass the ‘Tonlight
eaOeeCCitarCeeTMULEA2
years time there will be a PR with // Met
By 'Tonlight - Yet Again!

- Mark Charsley
VcMDoROreo GeMlecl esateCID

is mean to encapsulate what's in the PR
("Well, we're working very hard") and

encourage people to come to Evolution

{"Well, as theyve already joined it seems
a bit futile. Still, to show willing... Turn
TOSOaCsTAoe
don't! Although | still sometimes think
Vivisection would have heen better...")
Apart from commenting that the name
would have been a cut abovetherest,all |
can say is that we're working very hard
and we hope to see you at Evolution — Ed

esCOMEMeleeRO 
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