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INTRODUCTION

So what js a README?

This is the README, thepublication that tells you everything you need to know about

Evolution. Please read it before asking any questions. If you have questions after reading it

come andask us in Ops. You'll find Ops onthe thirdlevel - just follow the signs. If you lose

your READMEyou canbuy a replacement from Registration (it'll cost you 50p).

All information in the README wascorrect when we wentto press. Any changes will be in

the newsletter.
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CONVENTION INFORMATION

Emergencies

Contact Ops or Totel Reception if you have an accidentor are ill. First Aid is available, and
First Aiders will be identified by badges.

Registration

This will be open at the following times: Thursday 16:00 - 20:00, Friday 10:00 - 20:00,

Saturday10:00 - 18:00, Sunday10:00 - 16:00, Monday 10:00 - 12:00

Day Memberships

These cost £15.00 a day on Friday, Saturday & Sunday. £10.00 on Monday.They're valid
until 10:00 on the day after issue.

Evolution ReadMe 14



Badges

Please wear your badgeat all times. We reserve the right not to replace lost badges, and to

make a charge for replacement. Remember, your badgeis your only proof that you are a
memberof the convention.

Newsletter

The Newsletteris being run by Bridget Wilkinson,andwill be full of important information
and programmechanges. Well, it's morelikely to contain scurrilous gossip in foreign

languages, but, hey,life's never perfect. The Newsroomis on the landing between the Lobby
and the Dealers. Please feel free to call in with offers of assistance, scurrilous gossip,

important newsandthelike.

We're All Volunteers!

This conventionis run entirely by volunteers, doing it during their holidays. Please remember
this in your dealings with convention staff - we're all here to have a good time together. Oh,
and rememberto benice to the hotel staff too, they have to work over Easter; so please don't

makelife harder for them thanit has to be.

So, Why Don’t You Join Up, And Join In!

Every convention needs gophers. “Whatare gophers?” I hear you cry. These are the people
who volunteer to run around doing things at the convention, going for this and goingfor that.

They're very important to the success or failure of a convention. No experience is necessary

andit's a good way to meet people andfind your way around. You never know, you could end
being one of the lucky few running an Eastercon...

First Aid Volunteers

Will Volunteer First Aiders please make themselves known to Ops as soonafter arrival as

possible, where they cancollect a First Aid Badge.

Hotel Problems

If you can’t resolve any problems with the hotel, please contact Ops, who will contact our
Hotel liaison team for you.

It'll be helpful if you don’t take any glasses into the pool area.

No Glass In The Pool Area!

Don't take anyglass into the pool area!

“Why not?” you may ask (welike these rhetorical questions!).

Quite simple, really: if broken’ glass gets into the pool, the hotel will have to drainit. They
can't do this over Easter, and they can't let people use it with broken glass in it. The
swimmingpool would be shut. We'd get a bigbill. The perpetrator would be very unpopular,
but that's all right because they wouldn't be at the convention anymore. We're not joking.

Therewill be plastic glasses available, put your drinks in those. Encourage others to do so,
report any glasses, attended or unattended, to hotel or convention staff, and if you forget,

don't hassle those who remindyou. So, remember,no glass in the pool area.

WeaponsPolicy

No real weaponsmaybe carried underany circumstance. Norealistic replica weapons

except as part of a Masquerade costume. No projectile weaponsof any kind. The Chief
Steward, Gary Stratmann,hasthe final decision on what constitutes a weapon, andhe, his

deputies or the committee may confiscate anything, at any time, for any reason.
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Awards

There will be ballot boxes at Registration for the BSFA Awards and for the Doc Weir

Award.

Dealers Room

The Dealers Roomis in the Royal Annex on the Third Level This is open as follows
Friday 14:00 - 18:00, Saturday 10:00 - 18:00, Sunday 10:00 - 18:00, Monday 10:00 - 14:00.
You cannot take food or drink into the Dealers Room unless you are a dealer. There will be
signingsessions in the Royal Annexeach day at 17:00, check the newsletter for names of
authors. There will be a comics signing on Saturdayat 12:00. If you're an author and you'd
like to take part in a signing session, please let us know.

Art Show

The Art Show is in the Ascot Room atthe back of the hotel on the Ground Level andwill
be open: Saturday 10:00 - 18:00, Sunday 10:00 - 14:00. The Art Show shuts two hours

before the Art Auction at 16:00 on Sunday.The Art Auction is also being held in the Ascot
Room. The Art Show will not reopen after that time

Con Desks

Someofthese will be in the Royal Annex, some in the County Annex. Please see Tim

IMingworth in Opsif you want to set up acon desk. We cannot secure con desks.

Book Auction

If you have booksto be auctioned, please give them to Ops, clearly labelled with the nameof
the seller and where the proceeds should go (the seller, charity, elsewhere). The con will take a
10% commissionfor non-charity items.

Profits

Evolution is a non-profit making organisation. Any profits remaining after the convention
settles its accounts will be distributed amongst a numberof fannish and/or charitable good
causes, one of which will be Intermediate Technology. Intermediate Technology exists to
raise funds for appropriate technology in developing countries

Smoking Policy

Westrongly discourage smoking in the programmeareas. If you must smokethere will be a
smokingsection in the County Room. Only Programmeparticipants and Tech crew

may smokein the Windsor and Richmondrooms. Only dealers may smoke in the Dealers
Room. There is no smoking in the Art Show. In workshop and syndicate rooms,filking

sessions and costuming programme, smokingis at the discretion of the organiser.As it's

also a food service area, the Connaught & Belvedereis a non-smokingbar, the Polo will
be a smokingbar.

Posters And Signs

We don’t want to damage the fabric of the hotel. Posters and signs maybefixed to Glass,
WoodandMetalonly using BluTac, no drawing pins, but never ever to wallpaper!

Please don't obscure the hotel or the convention’s signage - the hotel layout is quite
complicated and we're worried about losing peoplein these endless corridorsif the signs are
obscured. Anddon't stick things to the wallpaper.
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HOTEL INFORMATION

Hotel Layout

The layout ofthe hotel is quite complicated, but we've done ourbestto signpostit for you. In

the Lobby, where Registrationis, you are on the Ground Level. Receptionis on your left

as you're facing in from the door. Thestairs in front of you lead up, past the Newsroom on

the Second Level to the Programme Roomson the Third Level. The Pool Areais the

place that youdon't take glasses into (have we said this enough,yet?)

Pool Area And Health Club

This is free for residents of the hotel. So if you've got a room, splash about to your heart's

content. Ohyes, did we mention that you don’t take glasses into the pool area?

Hotel Food And Drink

Conventionfood & drink will be served in the Connaught & Belvedere room on the Third

Level. Foodwill be served between 11:00 and 22:00. The convention barwill remain open

until at least 02:00, and later if there's demand. There are two otherbarsinthe hotel, the

Polo Barwiththoseinteresting seats and The Drawing Room.The Brasserie is more

expensive than the Connaught & Belvedere, and Henley's Restaurantis more expensive

still. Both restaurants will do an ala carte menuas well. The Brasserie is open from 11:30 to

23:30, Henley's Restaurantis open from 18:30 to 21:30 for dinner. Breakfast will be served

between 7:00 and 11:00. The hotel will check breakfasts against room keys, but you may buy

breakfast if you are not staying in thehotel.

Corkage

Corkagerates are available; if you wish to bring food and drink in from outside please see Ops

to arrange this. WARNING: Rememberhotels make moneyby selling accommodation, food

and drink. Please do not attempt to bypassthis procedure or enter into competition with

them. The conventionwill not support you in the event that you get caught.

Room Payment

Whenyoucheckin the hotel will ask for a credit card impression or cash in advance.

Rememberthat you canprovide credit card details, but still pay in cash.

PROGRAMME INFORMATION

Evolutionary Themes

Our main themeis how things evolve and change, with exploration of the past, the present

andthe future. We'll be spending time looking at British SF, with our “A Very British

Genre’series- this is based on the book written by one of our guests, Paul Kincaid, and

publishedlast year by the British Science Fiction Association. In five linked panels we'll be

exploring the history ofBritish SFfrom its earliest days.

Workshops

There will be an extensive workshop programmeofmassage,belly dancing, Victorian gadgets,

jewellery, KenJo games, andbasic tech. These are limited in numbers so please sign up as

soon as possible in Ops. If you turn up at the Workshop without having signed up in advance

andthere are no places, tough. If you do sign up, and later change your mind, please let Ops

knowthis as well.

Costuming

The costuming programmestreamtakes place on the Fourth Level in the Wentworth room.

As well as what's shownin the programme,there will also be videos of earlier masquerades,
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sewingcircles andgencrally busy funactivities. This is open to everyone with an interest in

costuming or masquerades, and they're alwaysinterested in new blood (there are the
sacrifices to take care of, after all...).

Masquerade

If you want to take part in the Masquerade, you must tell Ops or the Masquerade organisers

in the Wentworth roomas soon as possible. Make sure to discuss any special tech or audio

requirements with the Masquerade organisers in advance. The masquerade organisers are

Alice Lawson and Krystyna Oborn.

Writer's Surgery

The numbersfor this were limited, and all places are nowfull. If you have a place, you will
find a note in your pack giving details.

LOCAL INFORMATION

Local Shops (And Not So Local)

There is a small shopin the hotel for emergency supplies of chocolate, souvenirs and the

like. Near to the hotel, there are three reasonably nearby shopping centres. Firstly, you can
walk to the village of Harlington in a few minutes.It has a selection of small shops,
including newsagents, a couple of takeaways, a pharmacyandthe like. Further away, but
accessible by bus or car (about five minutes away) is Hayesitself. This is a typical, but small,
British high street, with newsagents, small general stores and so on. The main supermarketis
on the ring road aroundthe town. Finally there's Heathrow Airportitself. We don't
recommendthis, as Heathrow can be quite busy and expensive, but it is open early andlate

but not 24 hours. Finally, if you were born to shop, trains run from Hayes & Harlington
Station to Windsor, Reading and Central London(for Oxford St and Charing Cross Rd).

Windsor's a bit touristy, Reading's got all the usual big stores, Oxford St needs no introduction

and Charing Cross Rdis a bibliophile’s mecca.

Pharmacy

The pharmacy in Harlingtonwill be open on Saturday. The pharmacy in Heathrow

Terminal2 will be open between 07:00 and 21:00 every day.

Cash Machines

The nearest cash machines that we knowof are in Hayes.

Churches

The nearest churches are; RC, Immaculate Heart of Mary, Botwell Lane, Hayes 0181 573

2065; Cols, St Anselm, 101 Nield Rd, Hayes 0181 573 0958.

Days Out

An interesting, if expensive, day out is a trip to the new LegoLand at Windsor Safari Park,

whichopencdlast weekend. It's £15 for adults, £12 for children.

THANKS

I'd like to offer special thanks for assistance with programme and this READMEto:

Mike Scott for assistance with the programme, Tony Cullen for the Pub Guide, Chris

O'Shea for the Restaurant Guide, Maureen Kincaid Speller and Paul Kincaid for their

advice, Simon Bissonfor editing the README, Krystyna Oborn for assembling the
Costume Programmeandall those hundreds of people who've offered advice, help and most
of all, participation. And of course, SMSfor the coverart.

Pat McMurray

Evolution ReadMe 5



Guide to the Pubs around The Radisson Edwardian Hotel.

I have limited the selection of pubs to those within 1 mile (as the crow flies) from the hotel.

The beers namedare the hand pumpedbeers available, and the ‘Star Rating’, from 1 to 5 is a

personal view ofthe standard of the beer. All views expressed in this guide are those of the
reviewer andwill probably not be thoseofa lot of other drinkers...

Tony Cullen

The Crown,Sipson Road (A408), Sipson

e Open 11-11 (Mon-Sat) 12-3, 7-10:30 (Sun). Food 12-2 (Mon-Sat) bar snacks

e Chadwick's Finest; Courage Best; (***)

e Smallish village local, recently refurbished into a pleasantnofrills pub.
The Office, Bath Road (A4) ,

e Open 11-11(Mon-Sat) 12-10:30 (Sun). Food 12-9:30 (Mon-Sat) 1-4 (Sun)

e Courage Best; Marston's Pedigree; (****)

e Friendly, but noisy pub opposite the Trust House hotel. Beware the Friday night

karaoke.
The Pheasant, West Itnd Lane, Harlington

e Open 11-11 (Mon-Sat) 12-10:30 (Sun) (extensionstill 12:00 midnight Easter Sat and
Mon). Foodall day, plus restaurant at rear open in the evening.

e Chadwick's Finest; Courage Best; (***)

e Busy yet friendly food oriented pub. The closest pub to the hotel, has its own charity
well and a very strangely shaped restaurant at the back.

The Red Lion, High Street (A437), Harlington.

e Open 11-8, 5-11 (10:30 Sun). Food 12-2, 5:30-8 (Mon-Fri)

e John Smith's Bitter (occasionally); (**)
e Small basic local pub. Large screen TV for Football matches.

The Three Magpies, Bath Road (A4)

e Open 11-11(Mon-Sat) 12-10:30(Sun); food all day (8:00am breakfast)

e Theakston's XB, Best Bitter; John Smith's Bitter; Courage Best; (****)

e Comfortably refurbished, food oriented pub on the A4. Popular with taxi drivers.
The Wheatsheaf, High Street (A437), Harlington

e Open 11-8, 5-11 (10:30 Sun). Food 12-2, 5-8 (Mon-Sat)
e Courage Best; Webster's Yorkshire Bitter; (***)

e Friendly village local, don't be put off by its appearance.
The White Hart, High Street (A437), Harlington

e Open 11-11 (10:30 Sun). Food 11-9:30 (Mon-Sat) 12-3, 5-9 (Sun)

e Fullers Cheswick Bitter, London Pride, ESB, London Porter; (*****)

e Lively, sometimes noisy, very popular pub. Definitely worth the walk.
The White Hart, Bath Road(A4)

© Open 11-11 (10:30 Sun). Foodall day

e Courage Best; Theakston,s XB, Best Bitter; (***)

e [Large roadside pub with “Conservatory overlooking Flight Path’.
The William IV, Harmondsworth Lane, (off A408), Sipson

© Open 11-3 6-11(Mon-Iri) 11-11 Gat) 12-10:30 (Sun) Food 12-2, 5-8

e Bass; Webster's Green Label; Courage Best; (*****)

e Very pleasant 16th century pub just off the main road. Watch your head on the door to
the car park
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A Brief History of Food

being an incomplete guide to food and restaurants near the Radisson...

Since this is an airport hotel on the main A4, the options for food within reasonable distance of
the hotel break downinto the following:

The Radisson Edwardian.Every time I’ve eaten there it has either been a buffet put on by
acompuler company, or a “banquet” put on at the end of a company meeting so [ can’t tell you

what the normal restaurantfood is like. On the other handit is local!

A Pub. Thereare a numberof pubs, somein walking distance, and many more ashort taxi or

car ride away.A list of the ones recommended or avoided by the Radisson’s concierge are given

below.

Fast Food. Depending on how far you like to walk, there are only a few places within walking

distance of the hotel. Those that I couldfind are listed below; if you find others please let the
newsletter know!

A Restaurant (other thanone in a hotel or pub). As far as | could determine by driving
around and around the area, there are none within easy walking distance of the hotel. A list of
recommendedplaces slightly further from the hotel is given below.

Pubs

The Five Bells Harmondsworth Village This one was particularly recommendedby oneof the
porters at the Radisson, especially for the Irish bitter. Same directions as for the King William

below, but once you reach the King William turn left and go down a country lane andit is on
the first road on theright.

The Ostrich Colnbrook 0753 682628. This is described as a quintessential old English pub
and mutters of "Dick Turpin" were also to be heard. Recommended.

The Pheasant West end Lane 0181 759 9685. The pub has good beer and good pub food and
there’s a restaurantattached which has hadseveral good reviews. Walking distance from the
hotel. Go out. of the front of the hotel, turn left onto the main road, take the first turn on the

left (which has a signpost for The Pheasant), andit’s about 5-10 mins walk. I’ve eaten at the

pub(not the restaurant) several times and the food was always good (for pub food).

The Plough Sipson Road 0181 759 1938. Outof the hotel, turn right onto Bath Road and
right at the lights towards Sipson. Atfirst you will think you’re on the wrong roadsince it all
seems cither residential or empty land but then you'll pass the Crown pub on the right and
the Ploughis a bit further down onthe rightIt is probably not walkable. The lunch there is
particularly recommended.

The Red Lion High St, Harlington 0181 759 7514. Out of the hotel, turn left onto Bath Road

andlef, at. the lights. About 4 mile down you'll find the Red Lionon the right (if | remember
correctly). The advice | wasgivenis that if you’ve got that far the White Hart is only a short
distance further on the left and is well worth the extra walk. % mile from frontof hotel.

The Three Magpies Bath Road 0181 759 1071. almost directly opposite the hotel (across the
A4) but not. recommended

The White Hart | ligh St., Harlington 0181 759 9608. Samedirections as the Red Lion but
more highly recommended. % mile from front of hotel.

King William IV Sipson Road 0181 759 9874. Outof the hotel, turn right onto Bath Road
andrightat the lights towards Sipson.Atfirst you will think you're on the wrong road sinceit
all scems cither residential or empty land but then you'll pass the Crown pub on the right and
the Plough is justa little bit further down ontheleft, be careful or you'll drive past it since the
“front” faces down the road away fromthe direction that you're driving. It is walkable butit is
a fair walk (more than 10 minutes). Very highly recommended.
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Restaurants

IndianHayes TandooriStation Road, Hayes 0181 573 4949. Thisis described as the best
tandoori around! About 2% miles from the hotel, so not a walk unless you really wantto build

up an appetite. Of course, once you're in Hayes there are a numberof other restaurants

around butIll leave them to you to track down and review for the newsletter.

Italian Basically there aren’t any recommendedones nearthe hotel so you havethe choice of:
the Terrazain Ashlord (01784 244887) Ashford is about 8 miles from the hotel (so definitely
not walking distance!) but again once you're in Ashford, there are a numberof other
restaurants(including a particularly good chip shop called Jack’s), or Antico on Eton High

Street (0173 863977). I don’t have any other details aboutthis exceptit is on the list from the
Radissonconcierge. Eton seemsto be a goodplaceto go if you want a range of good
restaurants so my advice is to get a taxi there and wander around! You mightalso try
Windsor (notthe castle but the local restaurants) if you’re driving around the area.

Chinese Pangs Cottage Yeading 0181 845 2776 Go Sing West Drayton 01895 44174 Hee’s
Ad (heading towards London) I can highly recommend Hee’s, a very good Chinese restaurant
on the A4 heading in to London,but it is a good way in (10-15 minutes drive) and not cheap
(though not as expensive as some of the Chinese in Central London!)

Fast Food

T’ll just mention a couple near the hotel, see notes on the area below for whereelse to try.

McDonalds Right next to the hotel is a 24 hour drive-through McDonalds,so I'll be fed for
the convention! ‘they seem to switch over to the breakfast menu about 6am and back to
regular “food” around 10:30-11:00. One wordof warning: a colleague ordered a fish sandwich
there about 4am one morning andit wasa bit dried out, so check your food and demand a

fresh oneif necessary.

Harlington TandooriHigh St, Harlington 0181 476 3300. Indian/Nepalese restaurant and
food store (several shop fronts adjoining), just about opposite the Red Lion (so follow directions
as above). Thefood store has a sign saying it’s open until 9pm but when I went by there at
10:15 pm itstill looked open.

Fish & Chips/Kebabs High St., Harlington A couple of doors down from the Tandoori, and
opposite the Red Lion, I had a saveloy andchips andI got a big bag of chips for 75p. I think I

probably wentat a bad time Gust before closing) but it tasted like some of the chips were
freshly cooked and some hadbeen sitting drying out for a while. Nonetheless cheap,filling and
the freshly cooked chips were very nice! Open until 11pm but shut on Sundays.

Other restaurants/fast food etc.

Heathrow Airport hus a large numberoffood places that range from quite high quality
restaurants through to Burger King and cafeteria-style food. Terminal 1 is a short mortar-

bomb lobfromthe hotel.

The general area near the hotel (say, within 10 miles) consists of a vast numberofsmall
townslinked by good roads andeach small townis likely to have Chinese, Indian and Fish &
Chip shops. There are also quite a lot of pizza delivery places and such. The A4 runspast the

hotel andif you head out towards the M265 there is a wine bar/restauranton the right which I

didn’t havetimeto check out. If you take the A4 in towards London you'll passa lot ofhotels,
a good bowling alley (with a McDonaldsinit, I believe), and then you are on the long run into
Londonwith various restaurants and take-aways every coupleof miles. (There is also a big
guitar shopon the right when you're near Hounslow for youfilkers who need newstrings...).
I’ve just beentold there is a good Mexican restaurant in Staines, and since there are a large
numberofother restaurants and shops there, it might be worthwhile checking out.

Chris O’Shea
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