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ANNUAL SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION held under the

auspices of THk BRITISH SCIUNCE FICTION ASSOC.

AT

HBAS TER 1960

The Kingsley Hotel,

Bloomsbury Wey,

London, W.C.1.
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LE CONVENTION AND OFFER YOU FOUR

TOP--RA TE MAGAg TNS WHICH COVER ALL THE TASTES OF

ING SCIENCE FIG TION READERS,

~ HIGH QUALITY STORIES

-~ INTERESTING FRA TURES

BY Tif BEST WRITERS IN THR FIELD!    TTIarettcreme aimeebinanteannninitisenina armen
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BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION

CONVENTION - EASTER 1960

LONDON.

Guests of Honour - Edward John Carnell.

Donald BE Ford.

Index to Programme.

Page 4 Programme ~ Saturday 16th April

5 a ~ Sunday. 17th April

6 Agenda of A.G.M.’
7 Appreciation - John Carnell

by H Ken Bulmer.

10 Appreciation. - Donald E Ford

by E.d. Carnell.

Index to Advertisers.

Feze a yalery.

< ll Skyrack,.

12 Fantasy % Seience Fiction

13 New Worlds, Science Fantasy

Science Fiction Adventures,

14 Don Ford

S Archie Mereer

Mike Moorcock & Sendra Hell,

16 Astoundin:; Science Fiction,

Programme Produced and Directed by G.W. Mosdell at 106 St Johns Hill London S.Wod1.



Saturday 16th April 1960,

 

2.00 pm Opening Speech by A Weir (Dr Sc.)

25 pM Guest of Honour Ted Carnell introducing Don Ford,

229. pin TAFF Candidates Speeches.

  

L PROGRAMME

4,00 pm TAFE Candidates Quizes

5845 om Guest of Honour Ted Carnell - Speech,

TEA (no sympathy)

6.30 pm The Fantastic

Spectacular ~«

"don ford slide show"

in Super Splendorama with 10 Dimensional
150: Track Non sound unit.

(250. pm its your money we're after: Auction.

pine?

9.30 pm Fancy yourself?

Fall in Space men, Rocket men, rank and file
(and femme).
Fancy Dress Party,

Guests will be carried out when incapable.
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sunday 17th April 1960
 

4 2n
T2350 am AoGal. Bes bodes

BridgethatGap.

3.00 on Karel Capek ~ Master of the Robots
by Dr A Weir,

Din Films «= Amateur!
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6015 pm Another Auction ~ and if you've no money,
left for this may the sun rot your sooks

forever,

8.00 pm Pilm = Pro! Bie}
The Day the stocd 26311,

v FEne Michael, Rennie,
    

40.00 cm Favewell ,
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AcGoll.

Agenda

To Receive the Hon Secretary's Report.

" a " Treasurer's Reporte

ue i Me " Publications Officer's Report.

Election of Officers for 1960/61.
Any other Business.

NOTES.
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out only notable dates! discovering

neganine in she fan fleld in 1935, attending the

   

  

first sf con in dg in 1937, He took ever the aditorship of Novae Terrae

translating the name in the process ta one that was to achieve more than anyone

realised ven Wowle More it way be true to gay, than anyone, except

c
,
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John himself expested.

Llity Zero department

then oremnent writers

gx atomigeddon The

he picked as comers are

tohn knew from the beginning
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In the le 1944 issue of— the b

ran @ winaine etry ty John Carnell tn this he showed

and now stars on igon hy :
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pleasant to know that John's i nd . wagterninded the

Cinyvention, is hh somguert of gvoa the fanranks. to America
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to attend the Wfoen in 3 6 ning in the nature of a tr nt processions

In the interval few Worlds, - plus Selenene) edie3» had risen to the highest rank»

omenneten
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At New York too, London secured the site for the world con of 1957,which John chaired in his usual impeccable fashion, Most of the rmanyconventions held in London since the war ae been chaired by John 5 he

 

    
has worked hard - and often the sl ad the scenes to make the consa SUCCESS- ats truly fabulous collection of contacts in every eo ofest

8 ablLegin been turned to the benefit of the Field itself,  

fietion, thig interest and
This absorption in tl
ciation of bere, in its own right, is more

strongly pronounced in Jonn than in any other pro editor. It shows
itself in his editorials, where he can survey the field with a knowing eye

id a peculiar authority, and sum up trendsS, careers, books, with theside knowledge that, it is true to say, can be possessed by no other singleenthusiast in the wore ~ be he pro or fan, It shows itself, too, in thethat his son Michael has for a godfather Robert A Heinlein. That
ication to sf as a force of life importance is thoroughly sincere,

     

 

   

   

John says of his editorial acuity that he 'edits by the seat of his pants!Whilst this results in first clasg magazines, it is often frustrating to authors.I have, at certain times, been heard to mutter in my beard: 'Carnell doesn't know

 

wnat he wants, ! Mais is not, eeuape! a true. Agein, people have beenheard to say that New Worlds is a fla: of stories all written by theSame person. This, fortunately, is dononstrebly untrue. But what these

 

   

comments boil down to ig a strong personal inning a magazine that cannotbe confused with any other, That it has continued, and grown stronger, for14 years or so, is proof enough that fundementally the Carnell policy, perceivedor not, is right,

  

Perhaps some of John's success can be traced to his help and encouragementfreely extended to new writers. there is very little of the rejection-slipmentality about John,

 

Personally, my criticism extends to His habit ot casually and callouslysplitting an infinitive that T had thought safely glued together away from theeditorial blue pencil.

There has, though, been uninformed criticism of the apparent policy of
Nova in attempting to publish pare j zines. New Worlds, as thescnior and largest of the three, to the others.

--

Yetecifanny, although pt ans largely on the fantasy
Lement. The basic is the chronic lack of suitableey material. oe the Planet-type story, and

unning longer len 1 easily have been found in Newlds. On a piel is to the good; but the required accentof action adventure is certainly not overlooked in the makeup of SFA. ‘The dangerthat the three Nova zines will all be the same is remote; and John is too
rvant an editor to flirt with that sort of risk, despite the superficialsttraction it may possess,
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John is so many things an the: field of ef member 6f- the AdvisoryCommittee of the SF Book Club, author's agent ~ that a mere catulogue wouldvead as the activities of six persons.
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Enough has surely been said

If sf were deplorably suddenly to *

would be stunning and devastating.»

 

  jon field, he says, in parts

terested one can be, mustGa

 

Of his own attitude to the sei

"Any editorial job, however i I

of necessity have long periods of boredom and monotony in attendance»

Leé

  

+, has always been that when things

sf, along comes a new author or ain Si,
The saving grave, to myself at

have seemed at their lowest ebb

cover painting with 'zing! which changes the whole picture, and usually

triggers off a whole train of ideas and inspirations, This applies

just as aptly to the broad picture of sf in general.

"Basically, as an editor, I am never cafisfied, No matter how good

a story may appear (or now good the author thinks it is) I always

feel that it could be better. I am always intensly disappointed with

an issue when it goes to press but feel better about it when it is

published - and completely surprised when someone writes in and says

that it was goods

"It is the surprise element in sf more than anything else which has

moulded my editorial policies. Particularly surprise at the interesting

types of people who read the literature. I was recently interviewed

on BBC radio for the General Ovewseas magazine "Science and Industry}

a 7 minute recording, and found that both producer John Newall and

Canadian interviewer Donald Holmes were both regular readers of New

Worlds. The resultant gas session lasted three hours! Yes, you

meet such interesting people’

  

Here at this London convention sponsored by the British Science Fiction

Association, which he has supported from the first, it is good that we should do

him honour. He has so many times been the guiding hand on the conventions

of the past that his new role may cause him to ponder.

May he do S80.

Any honour we can possibly extend is already ycars overdue.

Any convention is measurably of less stature if John Carnell is not

attending. This BSFA London convention of Easter 1960 gains enormously in

stature because of his presence:

der - an to realise that it is he who

 

It would be good for us all %o p

is doing us the honour of being heres

tH Ken Bulmer.
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nd, demanding a room with a bath -

how that per capita Americans bath

and being a camera bug)

of the road, using a fork in the right ha

interesting phenomenon this, statistics s

less than do the British - a yen for Chinese food,

you will find Don a pretty average sort of guy.

spotlight with him for 4

After that I hope to retire
not myself.

It will be a great pleasure to share the

brief moment, and introduce him officially.

into the shadows - because, rightfully, the Top Spot goes to Bon,

 

  

 

fed Carnell
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We regret the inconvenience caused to Convention attendees

by the last minute change in Hotels,

The reason, briefly, is because the management of the
hotel we had previously negotiated with suddenly decided ~
two days before the Con was due to be held — to refuse our
bookings! No constructive reason was Siven for this sudden
change of mind and, frankly, we can think of none, They told
us, in so many words, to go find another hotol,

We did.

Thanks to the combined efrorts of Bobbie Gray, Sandra
Hall and Elle Parker, the Kingsley — within three hours of
iearning the Worst, Thanks to a very co-operative management
we were able to make new arrangements speedily. We think
that the three ladies should be heartily congratulated upon
their quick thinking and fast work,



 


