
 

y

PARAGON
 

15\9/165\e/(GOVL

The Programme Book



PARAGON
Hinckley 13%-16" April 2001

Hanover International Hotel

 

Guests of Honour

Stephen Baxter Michael Scott Rohan

Lisanne Norman Claire Brialey

Mark Plummer

Committee
Chair: Publications:

Alice Lawson John Dowd

Finance: Programme:

David Cooper Sabine Furlong

Hotel & Operations:

Memberships: | Nigel Furlong

Steve Lawson

Staff

Robbie Bourget art show
Roger Robinson dealers’ room
Giulia de Cesare masquerade

   

 

  

 

  

 

   
  

Mary Frost tech ops

John Harold ops rovers

Gary and Linda
Stratmann gophers

Fran Dowd website

DaveLally video programme

Sue Edwards green room

"9 did wouder about that pineapple

at breakpact, . ."  



 
 

2 Contents Paragon Programme Book

3 From the Chair

Alice welcomes everyone to the convention.
4 The Committee

Brief biographies of the committee written by themselves.
8 The Guests

We asked the guests to write something. Weleft it quite open. The
pieces produced give various insights into pros, fans and the world out
there.

8 Lisanne Norman - Just When You Thought It Was Safe To Go
Back In The Water -Lisanne reminisces from
depths of the jacuzzi.

11 Mike Scott Rohan - Do Con Guests Dream ofElectric Vikings?
Mike was a neo once too.

12 Stephen Baxter - In the Heart of the Country. Stephen is appreci-
ated internationally.

14 Claire Brialey - It's Difficult To Be Nostalgic When You Can't
Remember Anything. Claire proves she can remem-
ber things, if only selectively.

18 Mark Plummer - You’d Better Believe It. Mark strives at the interface
of the mundane.

22 Bibliography
Listings of the works of our guests. We have tried to makeit accurate
but some of them are so productive.

22 Stephen Baxter

23 Mike Scott Rohan
23 Lisanne Norman

25 The Programme
Brief descriptions of what is planned when.
26 The Main Programme
39 The Fan Programme

42 Awards

42 The Doc Weir Award

43 The Arthur C Clarke Award

44 The BSFA Award

46 Fan Funds
46 TAFF
47 GUFF

48 The Future
48 Vincent Docherty - 21% Century Eastercon - Vincent writes a

thoughtful piece about the future of Eastercons.
50 Eastercons
52 History

52 Jan Watson - Me and The Hanover- Ian has been inspired by our
Hotel twice and now has learnedto spell.

54

 

Membership list  



Paragon Programme Book From The Chair 3
 
 

Well...

That’s that then. Easter is here or
gone depending on when you read

this. Hope you haveorarestill enjoy-
ing the convention. I would like at
this point to share some thoughts
with you. WhenI started this I knew

that it would be hard work. I was not
wrong, but I still enjoyed the experi-

ence. The only downside actually
turned out to be a positive thing. As

some of you know I missed Novacon
because my dadfell very ill when
visiting us in Sheffield. As far as I
was concerned that obviously took
priority. It was a very scary time.
From my side the convention went

on hold apart from a few e-mails to
committee. That was the downside.
The upside was that the committee

carried on and the convention plans
went ahead. When my dad wasdis-
charged from hospital almost three

monthslater, Paragon was about
where it should have been, more or

less. That was because I chose a very
good team. They knew what they
were doing and got on with it. They

did not try to min or interfere in each
other’s areas.

Somewherein the midst ofall this I
remembered whyI started to help

run conventions. It was because

going to and helping at conventions
is my hobby, and hobbies should be
fun. RUNNING A CONVENTIONIS A
HOBBY AND SHOULDBE FUN.I

was amazed at the numberof people
whothink that a committee somehow

gives up work and family life to runa

convention. Yes I knowit takes a lot

of time, yes I know thatit takes a lot

of energy. There are always going to

be problems. There are always going
to be people who complain. BUT
RUNNING A CONji ccccesess es

Enough whingeing I hear you say.

OK.

What I intend to do at Paragon is to

enjoy it and have a good time. To do
this I intend to talk to lots of people,

eat lots of food, drink a small amount

of alcohol (don’t laugh) and perhaps

go to some of the wonderful pro-

grammeitems. I would advise you to

do the sameor at least someof the

same. Try going to a type of pro-
grammeitem you have neverat-
tended before, although thatis as-

suming that you have actually gone

to any programmebefore. Some
people don’t you know. Strangethat.

Howeverif staying in or around the

bar is your convention, try talking to

someone new.If you are fairly new to

conventions and you want to get to
know people, the best way I know is

to volunteer. Conventions cannot run

without gophers and you getto
speak to lots of great folk.

OK I knowthat I may be a bit busy to
do any of this, but I am goingto try.

Remember when I said that running

a convention should be fun? There

is something else to remember. GO-

ING TO CONVENTIONS SHOULD
BE FUN. Wehave done ourbit. We

have provided the venue and the

programme. Yourfriends old and

new will be there. The rest is up to

ALICE
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Nigel Furlong

Operations

Hello, ’m Nige Furlong. My wife

Sabine and myself live in Didcot,
Oxfordshire. I became interested in
Science Fiction from watching Doctor

Whoon TV andlater reading Doctor
Who books. From there I went on to
main stream authors like Heinlein
and Poul Anderson. I have been in-

volved in conventions both within the

UK and beyond since the world con
in 1987. Working at both literary and

media conventions both large and

small in areas such as security, art

show, book room and programmingI

am now trying my hand at con
running.

David Cooper
Finance

David was a Sheffield fan who has

been in fandom since 1987. He now

lives in Oxenhope, up in the West
Yorkshire Pennines with his family.
He has been on many convention

committees in the past ten years
always in the postof treasurer. This
is because, in the beginning, no one
else wanted to do it and now he

doesn’t want to do anything else. He
has been treasurer of two previous

Eastercons, Illumination and Intui-

tion and was At-Con Treasurer for

Intersection. As well as this year’s

Eastercon, he will be taking money
off you for this year’s Novacon and
the Worldcon bid for 2005.
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Steve Lawson

Hotel & Memberships

Hi my nameis Steve Lawson;I’ve
been going to conventions since
1977. I foundthat I liked to help and
run the things so I’ve been doing

that for some time now aswell,I

don’t feel that I am very good at writ-

ing, so my main problem on a com-

mittee is writing bits and pieces for

the Con publications, in this case a

bio for the program book. So up until

now I’ve managedto get other people

to write them for me, but Alice, that’s

my wife and also the chair for this
convention told me to write this my-

self so here goes........
Hi my nameis Steve Lawson;I’ve
been going to conventions since

1977 and I really like them. See you
in the bar.

Sorry but we need more thanthat

Steve.

OK.I’ve been interested in science

fiction, ever since I can remember,

starting with Kemlo, Hugh Walters

booksetc. I soon ran outof science

fiction books in the Junior Library in

Carlisle where I was brought up.I

was notallowed to join the Adult

Library until I was 11, I think I was 8

or 9 at the time. Luckily the Adult

Library hadall its Science Fiction in

one section so I was able to send the

assistants through to procure me
more reading matter, the Gollancz

range in its distinctive yellow dust

jackets were nice and easy for them
to find. Eventually I was able to ex-

plore the shelves myself; of course by

then I had read a good proportion of

the available selection already. Soon

after that howeverI discovered the

delights of Second Hand Bookshops,

and I never looked back.

I still have all the books I have ever

bought, I can’t seem to get rid of any,

even my Gor books,only thefirst
five, or my Perry Rhodan, only the

first twenty seven, all booksI will

probably never read again.

In my heyday people used to look

askance at you if you admitted to

reading Science Fiction books,later

when that was more respectable I got

into American Marvel and DC comics,

again that was seen asslightly odd.

Only a few years later comic reading

became accepted.

However by then I had discovered

Fandom..i-7.-..

Sabine Furlong

Programme

Hi y’all. 1am Sabine andI’m

a

fan. |

started out as a Trekkie in Germany,

mainly because the convention cul-

ture in German Trek Fandom is very

laid back and fun. I started a more in

depth study of SF literature after

Intersection. So many books,solittle

space on the shelves! So Nige and I

simply HAD to combine shelf space.

If you come andvisit, you can see the
European video lake next to the Eu-

ropean book overflow. I write SF and

crime stories, cuddle my baby Karen,

watch B5 or Blake 7, cuddle my

hubby andstill work in fandom.

Not bad, ey?
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Alice Lawson

Chair

I need a bio said John. Hmm lets
see. What would you like to know?I
am 42 and although I was born and
bred in Glasgow I now live in Shef-
field with Steve and our one remain-
ing cat. I love reading but I hate writ-
ing. I love to try all sorts of different
foods but I am not that fussed on

sweet things including chocolate,

with the exception of the occasional
bit of dark stuff. Fake fan I hear you
cry. It gets worse. I can take or leave
mushrooms(except Fran's) and I
prefer lager to ale. Oh dear oh dear.

I love movies and TV.I also love thea-
tre, both going to and being a part of
it. | was in a couple of theatre groups
in Glasgow. I have been Magenta in a

Rocky Horror revue. That was back in

the far distant past when I wasa lot

younger and a fair bit slimmer. It was
great fun and it was doing this that
led me to fandom and then conven-
tions. I have even done Shakespeare.
I was cast as Hermia in A Midsum-
mer Nights Dream, more because of
my height than my acting talent I

think. Ask Julian Headlong about

that one. I think he has stopped

laughing. Thefirst convention I went

to was Conspiracy in 1987 where I

helped out at the masquerade. I
have been helping at conventions
ever since. It is the best way to get to
meet people.

So there you haveit, I got paid to
wear suspenders in public andl ama

fake fan, what more do you need to
know?

John Dowd

Publications

A voracious reader of anything with
words my earliest SF memories are of
the Kemlo series. At university I

discovered people I was not related to
also read SF and joined CUSFS.I was
a relatively slow starter at conven-
tions because they interfered with

sailing, especially Eastercons. The

spring trip to the Norfolk Broads was

important. (Ask me about the Norfolk

Toilet Fairy some time.)

I combined sailing and con going by
being one of two people attending

Conspiracy in Brighton on my own

yacht (and the only monohull.)

Marrying Frances who became Sofa

of Intuition resulted in Eastercon

attendances. Seeking something to
do, I ran the newsletter with one of

the best teams of people ever. That
somehowled to this job.

 Alice Masquerading as Magrat
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Just When You Thought It Was Safe To Go Back

In The Water

I got an e-mail from John today re-
minding me I owed him an article for

the programme book. I wentinto
immediate panic mode and mailed
him back asking him for more infor-
mation. He replied, “a piece talking

about your experience in fandom.
Anecdotes, stories etc.” reminding
me, “You may remember we spoke of
this for some time in the bar at 2Kon
and later amongst many other things
in the jacuzzi after the con.”

Strangely it was his mention of the

jacuzzi that brought on thelight bulb

inside my head. After 23 years in

fandom, conventions and hotels tend

to blend together into a generic
memory, apart from one or twotruly

awful ones. (No, I’m not mentioning
them!) But jacuzzis I never forget!
Pauline and I had gone down there
together, her to swim bit for exer-
cise, me to chill out in the hot tub! I

can swim, but my spinal problem has
rendered the only stroke I know - I

call it the frog stroke cos your back
legs do frog impersonations - too

painful for me to do. Instead I wallow
in the jets of hot water and enjoy
watching others exercise. Or discuss
writing programme bookarticles with
nice young men.

Nothing quite like sharing time ina
jacuzzi together to put you on a com-

fortable footing, so to speak. I remem-

ber a con, perhaps myfirst one in
Coventry in 1978, where the pool had
a moving floor to coverit, and a
suede bikini clad young lady with
amazing long titian hair who wasto

      

Lisanne Norman

later becomea close friend - Kate
Solomon - was tricked into falling
into the pool! There was the Hyatt
Hotel in Anaheim, a suburb of LA,

during a Worldcon in August 1984.
That jacuzzi was on a rooftop garden
complete with astro turf, between the
five tall towers of the hotel. I remem-

ber that one becauseI was four
months pregnant and couldn’t useit.
There was the one at Conference 9 in

Los Angeles in January 1999. It was
on the groundlevel and again on

astro turf, with a small swimming
pool nearby. That one I went into

with either Marsha or her partnerIra

- I] think it was Ira. Marsha will be at

Paragon. Maybethis time, she or her
sister Sheila, who as well as my
friend isalso my Editor, will join me.
That jacuzzi was fun because it was
sculpted to look like a pool beside a
small waterfall - and it was right
outside my bedroom. The weather
was warm enough even in January to

go into the pool and jacuzzi.

But I’m rambling a bit, aren’t I?
Other reminiscences of fandom.

Hmmm. There are so many. Like the
time we went to a University conven-

tion and under the aegis of Helen
McCarthy played Logan's Run. We
were the bad guys chasing the run-
ners and at the briefing we asked if
we could use the car belonging to one

of ourlittle group of 3. It was black
with a horizontal grey stripe, we
pointed out, just like the tops we’d

been told to bring to play our parts.
She said yes, as long as we kept to
the campus roadways. Wedid, and
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posed as lost motorists, stopping
Runners to ask directions then
squirting them with the obligatory

water pistol and taking their arm
band to show as a Kill. We caught

quite a few like that, but they should

have been on their guard havingall
been at the briefing when we’d asked
about using the car!

Then there was my second Eastercon,
when I entered my first masquerade,
if memory serves me. The red

headed young lady in front of me

suddenly turned round and asked

me to help her with her gunsas the

nylon cord had become detached

from the trigger of one. Not a prob-
lem I thought, recognizing her from
the year before in the suede bikini.
Then I found out that the guns were
mounted inside her bikini top and
she was portraying the female lead
from the film The Tenth Victim! I
supposeit’s one way to meet people!

Wecertainly struck up a great friend-

ship and later successfully entered a

lot of masquerade competitions to-
gether. Last time I tried to count
them up it was 2 Worldcon wins, 1
Eurocon win, and at least 8 Easter-

cons plus several Novaconsbefore
they stopped having masqueradesat

them.

The person you can blamefor intro-
ducing me to fandom was Ken Slater.

I’'d been buying books and corre-
sponding with him for about a year,

since the day fate, in the form ofa
Gollancz SF book with a flyer for
Fantast Medwayin it had alerted me
to the existence of specialist SF
bookshops. He persuaded meto go
to the one in Coventry in 1978. I

 

didn’t then know how manyfirm and
wonderful friends I would meet who
were already part of fandom.

I arrived there alone, knowing one

person and then only by chatting on

the phone or exchanging letters with

him - Ken Slater, and he hadn’t yet
arrived.

 

   
In the hotel booking-in queue I met
and made friends with Andrew

Stephenson, who was an enormous

help in the early years of learning the

craft of writing. He took the time to

read my attemptsat fiction and cri-
tique them then send them back to
me. We worked on onestory for 19
reworks andit wasstill a non-starter.
Then John Brunner brought out The
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Sheep Look Up, which wascoinci-

dentally part of the idea I had been
working on but done so much better.
I gave uptotally on that story whenI
read his. After dumping my suitcase
in my room,I headed downstairs for
the first time. I saw this nice looking

man sitting alone on a sofa. Now
having a totally brass neck and the

cheek to go with it, I plucked upall
my courage and sat next to him to

strike up a conversation.

It went alongthelinesof,
“Hello. I’m hoping to be a writer one
day. Do you write at all>”
I got a long, cautiouslook.
“Yes,” he said.
“Have you had anything published

yet?” I asked.

“Yes,” he said, drawing the word out.

“What?”
He then named several books, the
last of which I had just finished read-
ing, thankfully. It was at this point
that Chris Priest realized I was for
real and not playing some joke on
him!

Pauline Morgan was Chairman at
that con, though I didn’t meethertill
a couple or so years later. Kate Solo-
mon I’ve mentioned, but not her

husband Malcolm. Then there was
Ann Page and Helen McCarthy, two
lovely ladies sadly no longer seen at
the Eastercons or Novaconsthat I go
to.

There are many others I’ve met since

those early days. Among them are

Joyce Mains from my own area of
Lanarkshire whereI lived at the time,

Chris O’Shea, Alice and Steve

Lawson, Ina, Marsha Jonesof course,

whothenlived in Liverpool but who
moved back to the US in 1988. And

my second husband.

I became involved in the masquer-
ades at conventionsthe following
year after a conversation with Ken

Bulmerin the lift. Life suddenly

opened out for me.I got the intellec-

tual stimulation I needed from con-
versations with fellow writers, and

the fun andthrills of performing
action sequences from books and
films for the masquerades on Satur-
day nights at the conventions.Ofall
those folk though, the ones who
pushed meinto finishing myfirst

novel were Marsha Jones and Ann

Page.

It was 1987 and weweresitting in

the lounge of the hotel round a table
chatting. I think my son was playing
beside me - he was 3 then - and I
remember him picking up Ann’s room
keys which lay on the table andgiv-
ing her a very adult, knowinglook.
Wefell about laughing at him and

quickly retrieved the keys. The con-

versation then turned to my unfin-
ished novel which they had both

read, and when wasI goingto finish
it? Marshasaid ifI finished it before
Christmas when she was going over
to her sister’s in New Jersey, she’d

take it with her as her sister was a

publisher. Therest, as they say,is
history. Even though I had to wait 5
years for it to be bought by DAW,
that phonecall, only a few days be-

fore Christmas Day, was oneof the

best presents I have ever had.
/cont page 21
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Do Con Guests Dream of Electric Vikings?

Do I remember myfirst convention?

Do I?

Why, I can see it clear as day, sonny,

even now. There was that Bob E.

Howard,flexing his triceps in front of

somepretty neos in the main hall

and rattling on aboutthe evils of sex

and violence, while Ike Asimovtried

to talk some sense into the fan-room

duplicator. There was H.G.Wells with

_his high squeaky voice, chatting up

the masquerade winner, Naomi

Mitchison; she'd come as the Robot

from Metropolis, in rubber, instantly

getting Fritz Leiber's vote. Now he

was standing alongside Sprague de

Camp,like two tall thin quizzical

trees wreathed in tobacco smoke(at

least with de Campit was tobacco).

On the panels Jules Verne and the

Rosnys were arguing about who was

the real father of French SF, and Olaf

Stapledon was preaching socialism to

C.S. Lewis, despite G.K.Chesterton's

frantic attempts to moderate; while

among the unpublished authors

sitting rapt and worshipful in James

Blish's writing classes were sensitive,

thrusting young Rob Holdstock, wil-

lowy Andrew Stephenson and shy,

naive Chris Morgan....

Well, no. Of course not. I mean, Rob

Holdstock had already sold to Analog

before I even started con-going. And I

have to admit I'm nottoo clear on the

details of my first con, because in

those pre-real ale days someone was

giving a really cheap deal on Newcas-

tle Brown.I practically cleaned my

teeth in it all weekend, with the cus-
  

 

   

Mike Scott Rohan

tomary fearful results come Monday,

amnesia mercifully included. But the

con went something like that.

Or so it seemed - names everywhere,

and everybody seemed to know each

other, except me. At least nobody

used that bloody awful jargon,al-

though oneold-time fan GoH gave an

interminable speech full of appar-

ently hilarious references which

might as well have been Martian to

me. Still, the commute between

bookroom and bar wasshort, and

somehow orother I began to enjoy

myself. I thought I might try again.

And so I have done,over the years.I

may not have encountered Wells or

Verne, but I have had some memora-

ble sights and encounters, Jim Blish

included. The vision of Leiber and De

Campwasreal; I was too shy to talk

to either of them, though, and that

was a damn shame.Occasionally I

have been the sight myself. As half a

duo of duelling Vikings in the mas-

querade I plunged mytrusty broad-

sword up through theceiling and into

the hotel electrics. “Ah,” quoth my

scholarly partner as I smoked gently,

“He lifted high his sword andflames

ran down the blade!” We wona prize,

possibly for conductivity, or for scar-

ing off the next entrant before he

could complete his strip-tease. Pho-

tos exist. Unfortunately.

Ah, they don't make them like that

nowadays? Actually they do,al-

though as a writer and guest my

perspective has changeda little. The

circus is the same, /cont page 21
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In the Heart of the Country

It’s a great honourto be a guest of

Britain’s national convention, held

here, in the year 2001, at the heart of

England.

In August 2000 I was honoured to be
a guest of Finnconn, Finland’s
national convention. The con was
held in Helsinki. It’s good to travel to

conventions in unfamiliar places —
and Finnconn wasa lot of fun, not

least because of the Nokia phones

handed outto all guests - butit’s
also good, I think, to get out of the
warm comforting fug of the conitself,
and see somethingof the history of a
country quite different from Britain’s.

So my wife and I took sometime out.
Werented a cabin by a lake that
stretched to the horizon, we made

much use of our own boat and

sauna, and wetravelled around.

And eventually we made our way to

the heartof a different country -
which I would identify as a place
called Savonlinna, a relaxed tourist

town a couple of hundred miles
north-east of Helsinki. Here we

visited a castle called Olavinlinna,

which means "Olaf’s Castle". This

immensepile, with walls five feet

thick, was founded in 1475 to guard

the border between Sweden and
Russia: for most of its history Finland
has been border country, suspended

between rival empires.

We were shown aroundby a student,

a young man with Brainsglasses, a
stinking cold, and disturbingly good   

Stephen Baxter

English. And as he explained the

castle’s history, with remarkable
candour our guide gave us an insight
into the character of the country.

 

"This is not a castle like your great
English manors.It is not full of great :
paintings and other works of art. The
Swedesbuilt it up to fortify the

border against the Russians. And
when the Russians came the Swedes
took awayall their equipment, every

artillery piece, every tapestry, every

stick of furniture. And then the
Russians turned Olavinlinna the
other way and built up the castle
against the Swedes. And when the
Swedes came back the Russians took
away everything they could, and the
Swedes built the castle up again...
Ourhistory is not like yours. Oursis
a colonial history. This was a border

post. Decisions were made far from

here ox!

Finland has been independent since
1917. Butstill it has been caught
between empires: between Nazi
Germanyand Soviet Russia, between
Cold War east and west, and now

between the prosperity of the
European Union and the disturbing

decay of their giant neighbour,

Russia. Perhaps, as empires come

and go,it will always be so.

Generalising wildly, the Finns seemed

to me remarkably calm and sane.
They have accepted their past, and
their future. As have their

neighbours,in fact: Sweden stopped

being a great power /cont page 21 |
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It’s Difficult To Be Nostalgic When You Can’t

Remember Anything
Last night I dreamed of Shepperton
again.

I went to myfirst convention at
Easter in 1987, and you might think
this means that I went to Beccon if

you’d forgotten that this was back in
the Eighties, the era of market

forces, consumerchoice, and really

good shoes, when people ran other

general sf conventions at Easter and

there were contested Eastercon bids
as well. We were youngerthen. In

fact Iwas 16.

And now I’m 30 and back at the

Shepperton Moat House again. Lots

of the same people are there, or at
least people who look ratherlike

them. It looks strangely smaller,

although that might be because
nearly all of us look strangely larger.
The carpet is patterned so virulently
that Iam surprised my imagination
can concoct such bright colours, even
in a nightmare in which I sit around
in the convention bar from my sixth
form and student years and take part
in a conversation about pension

plans and mortgages.

But you know what? This isn’t alla
dream.

Aliens Stole My Handbag was the
responsibility of James Bacon and
Stefan Lancaster, whose purchase of
army surplus body bags the year

before may have given the unwary an
impression about their idea of where
to draw the line in having fun which
would be alarmingly close to reality.

When people ask you what actually

 

    

Claire Brialey

goes on at these sci-fi conferences,
the right answer inevitably depends
on your audience. Some people will
understand the attraction completely
if you concentrate on parties, silly

games, mad conversations and alot
of hanging out in the bar. For others
it seems more prudent to focus on

the idea of authors, panels, the book

room, meeting up with old friends
and just an occasional drink. Thus

Aliens, to my colleagues, was a sci-

ence fiction convention featuring
famous authors John Whitbourn and
Dave Langford as well as principal
guest of honour Robert Rankin. How-

ever, some people might react better

to an equally accurate description
involving body piercing, tattoos,

whips, baked beans, military vehicles

and menin tights-and most of them
were already at Aliens Stole My

Handbag.

There was in fact a certain dreamlike

quality to it all which fortunately we
never quite drank enough to ascribe
to the spectres of our youngerselves
laughing hysterically at the ludicrous
prospectof a future that could en-

compass Worldcons and the BSFA

and the Arthur C Clarke Award, in

which we would give our fanzines to

more than twenty people and were

going to be-no, stop it; now you're
just getting silly-guests at an Easter-
con.

Back in the science fictional future of

the year 2000, we could have drunk
enough to predict the similar transi-

tion of Tobes being guest of honour
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at the British Worldcon in 2013if

we'd attended John Waggott’s cock-

tail workshop. The results were

pretty much as expected; those inex-

perienced in the way of Wag’s drink-

mixing propensities could be spotted

for the rest of the evening by the way

they looked variously as green or as

grey as any alien and then decided

to go to havea little lie-down. Those

most experienced in the way of Wag’s

cocktails didn’t go to the workshop at

all. And so we found ourselvessitting

in the comfy chairs in the lobby,

talking about old times and absent

friends and sciencefiction and keep-

ing firmly off the subject of mort-

gages, when Jerry Thomas was led

past by a socially responsible Chris

Tregenza en route to the bar. We

glanced up at them.

‘Everybody’s looking at mel’ wailed

Jerry. This is so embarrassing!’

We hadn’t been paying particular

attention until then, but it proved to

be a self-fulfilling prophecy. Sud-

denly the bar and consequently

Chris seemed less than entirely re-

sponsible after all, but in the event

Jerry was madeto drink a couple of

pints of water and then sent off for

an early bath (something which was

quite literally true of everyone who

elected to go anywhere near the

paddling pool full of baked beans

which had been a feature of some

doubtless sercon programme item

earlier in the day. Mark later en-

countered Noel Collyer in the gents’

toilets trying to dispose of the evi-

dence of several opened but un-

wanted catering tins of baked beans).

About forty minutes later, Jerry re-

appeared, having decided whilst

‘unattended that it would be a good

idea to go to the fetish party. He’d

remembered to put on his costume

and everything. He was dressed as a

schoolgirl. Inevitably, several people

were dressed as schoolgirls and all of

them were male. Jerry continued to

be sensible and to drink lots of wa-

ter, but he had quite a long way to go

before he could be considered to be

even approaching sober. Perhaps

becauseof all the water, Jerry made

a numberof trips to the gents’. This

involved leaving the fetish party,

walking past us in the lobby, and

negotiating a long corridor in which

there were more comfy chairs. On

these comfy chairs were sitting some

of this weekend’s representatives of

normal membersof the public who

always seem to want to come to ho-

tels we’re trying to have conventions

in. Jerry was apparently acutely

conscious that he was drunk, and

had realised that most other people

were awareof it too-although in a

numberof cases this was because

he’d told them. He wasalso acutely

conscious that he was dressed as a

schoolgirl. This wasall quite surpris-

ing because an hour or so earlier no

one would have thought that the

phrase ‘acutely conscious’ could be

applied to Jerry in any way other

than as being the point at the oppo-

site end of the spectrum;clearly we

should never underestimate the

healing power of Thames Water-the

local water company,that is, since

the experience of Anne Stokes’s dog

suggested that a quick plunge into

the raw untreated product in the

marina was unlikely to be quite so

restorative.
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OK, quickly then: on Sunday after-
noon the ladies’ loo was noticeably

damp, with what seemed to be

muddy water spread liberally
around. Shortly afterwards, we en-

countered Anne and her dog Obi.

Obi was betraying somesigns of
being wet and smelly although, Anne
assured everyone, considerably less
wet and smelly than he had been
shortly after he decided to go swim-
ming in the marina. Anne was due to
leave shortly and had checked out of
her room. She had felt that it might
be something of a strain on friend-
ship to ask to use anyone else’s room
in order to bathe her dog, particu-

larly since some hotel bathroomsstill
bore the scars and possibly the

blockages of their close encounters

with the baked beans the day before.
Thus she decided to try to wash Obi
in the ladies’ toilets.

The ladies’ toilets at the Shepperton
Moat House Hotel are pretty good by
the standards of these things. There

are lots of cubicles. There are several

sinks, with interactive space age

taps. There is a choice of both hot air

and paper towel hand dryers. There’s
quite a lot of space. However, there
isn’t really anywhere designed for
bathing a large spaniel, a design flaw
still regrettably common to many
ladies’ lavatorial facilities. The space
age taps were also more trouble than

they were worth in these particular
circumstances. They were obviously
designed to save water, both by oper-

ating only when they sensed some-
thing underneath them which might
need washing and also by gradually
increasing the temperature of the
water, perhaps so that you wouldn’t

carry on washing your handsfor too
long. Or maybe so that you wouldn't

attempt to bathe dogs in there, or

anything daft like that.

Anne had therefore lifted Obi into
the first sink and wedged enough of
him under the tap to make it work,

and started washing him. Then the
water got too hot, so she carried him
over to the next sink and carried on.

There were four sinks, two on each

side. By rotating Obi around the
sinks the water was mostly cool
enough to get rid of most of the ma-

rina. Obi is, remember, a large span-
iel. A large, wet, smelly spaniel, who

had decided in the way dogs do that
dirty water he wanted to jumpinto
was good and thus clean water which
he was being lifted into must be bad,

particularly when it kept getting too
hot. And at some point Obi presum-
ably decided to shake himself. It all
makes perfect sense when you know
the full story. Meanwhile, back in

the gents’ the night before, Jerry

evidently realised that the old ladies
sitting in the corridor mustbe bit
shocked by the frequent sight ofa

drunken man dressed as a school-
girl, and stopped on his way back to
apologise. This wasn’t, strictly speak-
ing, entirely necessary since he had
already stopped on his wayto the
toilet to apologise. And in both direc-
tions on all three previous occasions

he’d been. Eventually they moved
somewhereelse, which is just as well
as otherwise they would also have

had the chance to see what Dave

Langford accurately described as the
‘unaesthetic spectacle’ of Robert
Newman in stockings. During his

days at Oxford, Dave /cont page 21
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You’d Better Believe It

T want to give you some crunchy

feedback,’ said my colleagueLiz.

No, it’s not a euphemism-orat least I

don’t think it is. To be honest, I’ve

never been precisely sure whatit
means, but the usual context for this

particular piece of office jargon sug-
gests that it’s a warning to thelis-
tener that the speaker is about to be
frank, perhaps brutally so, butit’s
nothing personal andif we all act

like mature adults we will emerge

from the process as Better People.

Just what you want when you're
down the pub with your colleagues
on a Friday night.

It was a work leaving do, something
that seems to be back in fashion at
the moment, and I wassitting on the

edge of a table in some anonymous
chain pub on the south side of Lon-

don’s Blackfriars Bridge. Liz was also

sitting on the table, perched... well,
like a rather drunk woman on a
none-too-stable table actually, lead-
ing me to suspect that any crunching
that went on waslikely to be the
sound of splintering wood as two
people crashed to the floor amidst a

tangle of table legs.

But Liz was determined to be conver-

sationally crunchy-in the nicest pos-
sible way.

Her basic point was that people in

the office find me a bit stand-offish.
‘You mean I’m notlike the other
guys?’ I offered hopefully.

Mark Plummer

Apparently not, and it’s not just that

I’m the only middle manager who
doesn’t wear a tie, that I’m not in the
slightest bit interested in football,
and that I have been known tosit in
the staff restaurant with a copy ofa
Neil R Jones paperback, which last
behaviouris the sort of thing that
marks you out from even the fannish
herd.

I had my defence all ready, at least

about the Neil R Jones book, and

was prepared to argue that it was
just research to enable me to engage
in vigorous debate with one G
Pickersgill about the enduring merits
of the ‘Zorome’stories, but Liz

seemed to think this wasless to do
with my reading habits and more
about the desocialising effect of the

computer. And thus we dutifully

worked our way through the issues

aroundthe fact that yes, I am the

local on-site IT man; and no, I don’t

have my own computer at home and

thus do not spend myentire life in
front of a computer screen (this re-
ally didn’t seem the sort of environ-
ment into which to introduce
fanzines, something that means I do

spend altogether too much of mylife

in front of a computer screen); and

that yes, I do get out quite a bit actu-

ally.

But Liz crunched on, changing tack

in the manner of somebody who has

an awfullot of tack to get through
and not much time in which to doit.

‘So what do you believe?’
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Yeah,a little light philosophical ban-
ter for an after-hours social encoun-
ter with your work colleagues.I re-
frained from expressing my primary
belief at that moment-that Liz should

have stopped after the first bottle of
Chardonnay-and suggested she be

more specific.

‘OK, what do you believe in?’

Yes, one little word-twolittle letters-

that adds whole layersof clarity to
the original question. In fact, a simi-
lar effect could have been achieved

by embedding the question in a
small ball of tar, wrapping it in three
black plastic bin liners and burying
it at the bottom of the box full of BRE

Astoundings that have been hiding
behind the slow cooker in my con-
servatory since 1997. Suffice to say

that only one of us thought this elu-
cidation had taken things in a useful

direction. I pressedLiz.

*’ I said. This is one of my leading

conversational gambits, right up
there along with ‘Er’, Um’ and ‘Ask

Claire’.

‘Well, do you believe in God?’

At least, this was something focused,

something I could try to address.

‘Er’ -notice the use of conversational

gambit number two here-’no.’

‘So you’re an atheist then?’

Here I wanted to elaborate about how

atheism in itself requires a belief,
which on one level inclines me more

to agnosticism. However, I’m mindful
of a conversation with the venerable

Peter Weston some ten years back in

which he’d denounced my agnosti-
cism as being completely wishy-

washy, and enjoined me to have the

courage of my convictions and de-
clare myself to be a no-holds-barred
atheist. And it is true pretty much
that I only accept the possibility of
the existence of a god in as much as I|
accept the possibility of just about
everything really. I mean look at
Greg Pickersgill. We all think he

comes from South Wales but he

could be... oh I don’t know, from

Jupiter or somewhere. It might not

be even remotely likely or anything,

but it could happen. It could. Think
aboutit: stocky build, high gravity
planet... hell, some days it seems
morelikely than the existence of a
supreme being.

I was sort of getting ready for all this
but as it so happensI didn’t progress

much beyond an initial ‘Um’ before

Liz worked in another slick segue
and decided to talk about science
fiction, which is of course an entirely
natural progression from god.

‘But you're into that science fiction

stuff, aren’t you?’ she said.

Caughtout. Liz had obviously seen
me in the restaurant with a tatty Ace

paperback about Professor

Jameson’s intergalactic adventures

with a gang of tentacled biscuit tins.

Yeah, I read the odd book, now and

again...’ 1 advanced cautiously. You
never know wherethis kind of thing

will lead. Another one of mycol-
leagues now considers me to be a
dangerousintellectual after she dis-
covered that I read something called
The Metaphysical Review.
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‘So do you believe in it?’

‘What, science fiction?’

‘Yeah, do you believe in it?’

‘Of course I don’t. Well, yes, I mean I

believe that it-science fiction-exists.

Walk into any bookshop-even in
Forbidden Planet, if you can get past

the dump-bins full of plastic daleks-

and theyll probably have at least
half-a-dozen shelves full of the stuff.

Of course, mostofit’s fantasy these
days, but science fiction’s definitely
out there. And the authors are real
people too. I’ve even met some of
them. That Steve Baxter gets every-
where-although, cometo think ofit, I

only ever see him when I’ve been

drinking so maybe he’s notreal. But,

you know,sf... it’s not a bloody belief
system.It’s entertainment, art, what-

ever.’

Liz wobbled a bit, in an artful sort of

way.

‘So,’ she said thoughtfully, “...
books?’

Yes, I agreed. Novels. Stories. Fiction.

(The clue’s in the nameI always
find).

‘So which authors do you like?’

Er...’ To this day I don’t know why

this question always wrong-foots me;
it should be so easy but I’m never
quite sure what to say. Still, at least
we seemed to be getting away from

belief and thus were heading in gen-
erally the right direction, so having
deduced, correctly I feel, that this
was not the time to introduce Neil R

Jones into the discussion-andif

truth be told I am firmly of the opin-
ion that ‘The Planet of the Double

Sun’ (Amazing, February 1932) has
not survived its journey up the
timestream-I thought I’d fall back on
the old plan: if in doubt, chuck ’em a
familiar name. I hurled in Jain

Banks.

Jain Banks? Not Iain M Banks?’

No, Iain Banks. As it so happens,I’ve

never really got on with the ‘M’ books
which I’ve always found to be little
impenetrable. But I do quite like
talking about books in general, and
so we splashed around the poolof
literature awhile, Liz and I. She likes
nineteenth century French writers:
Balzac, Zola, Stendahl. I thoughtit

best not to mention that I’d never

actually read anything by any of
them, and also that I’d always as-
sumed-in as much asI ever thought

about it-that Stendahl was German.I
didn’t mention either that I knew a
song about Emile Zola; I wouldn’t

want to reinforce those stereotypes
aboutsciencefiction fans.

Butafter a bit of fishing we eventu-
ally arriving at a common ‘books

read’list: Iain (not ‘M’) Banks and

Bridget Jones’s Diary. It could have

been worse.

And weneverreally got to the bottom

of what Liz really meant when she
asked me if I believed in science
fiction. Just as well really. If pressed
on the point I’d probably have said

Er’ and Um’a bit and then sug-
gested that she ask Claire.
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Lisanne Norman

While waiting for the book to be pub-
lished, I decided to change mydirec-
tion in fandom and got involved with
Helen McCarthy in putting together
a bid for the 1990 Easter Convention
which we won. The immediate reac-
tion was “Hurrah!” quickly followed
by “Oh Sh*t! We gotta DO it now!”
Though I enjoyed doing that conven-
tion, I decided notto do it again be-
causeit it involved too much of a

commitment that I couldn’t give at

that time in my life. I wasstill writ-
ing, in fact was well into the third

book by then, so I decided to concen-
trate on that. Fandom has given me
so much,notjust in friendships and
memories - in or out ofjacuzzi - that
I treasure, but also the ability to
share my writing within its member-
ship. I know it will give me even
more good memories and new friend-
ships in the years to come.

And you know whereto find me - in

the wonderful tropical jacuzzi! Don’t

forget to bring a pot of coffee with
you though!
 

 

 

Stephen Baxter

sometime in the eighteenth century,
and must have gone through their
own version of post-imperial angst,

but unlike young Brits visiting
France or Belgium we didn’t hear
any visiting Swedes chanting "If it

wasn’t for the Swedes you’d be
Russian ..."

Maybethereis a lesson herefor us.
In a couple of centuries we might
come to terms with our own history,
and, like the Finns, find ourselves
paradoxically both proud and
humble about l in the world.    

 

  

Mike Scott Rohan

but the guest is - well, maybe nota

literary lion, but at least a perform-
ing seal. It's his - or her - duty and
privilege to be Someone, to trumpet
his opinions on panels (I have cen-
sored my opinion on panels), to
amuse the groundlings by spilling
beer down Terry Pratchett's flies
(please, Miss, it was that David

Gemmell's fault), and generally let

his ego out to graze, where it will

inevitably contract foot-in-mouth.

Please don't be put off - and please
do talk to us. After all, where else
has anybody heard of us?

 

 

Claire Brialey

informed us not entirely sotto voce,
spectacles such as Robert would be
dunked in the river for their pains.

Hours ahead of Obi, we contemplated
the marina.

Then the real schoolgirls arrived-the
other allegedly normal people with

whom wewere sharing the hotel and

a group who demonstrated, as Jim

de Liscard has been telling us for
years ever since he gained uncharac-

teristically respectable employment,

that schoolgirls are abhorrent. They
peered through the doors into the
main hall to see whether the disco
was worth crashing. Then they drew

back, looking startled: “Oh my god,

it’s full of men in tights.”

Not even in your dreams...

Names have been retained to

acknowledge the guilty.
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Stephen Baxter
Series

Xeelee

Stephen Baxter’s first published
story, The Xeelee Flower, appeared

in 1987 in Interzone 19. Since then

the Xeelee Sequence has continued

with:

Raft (1991)

Timelike Infinity (1992)

Flux (1993)

Ring (1994)
Vacuum Diagrams (1997) -a

collection of short stories

the latest addition is still awaiting
publication:

Xeelee (original date 1999)

Alternate World

There are currently three books set
in Stephen Baxter’s Alternate
Worlds:

Anti-Ice (1993)

The Time Ships (1995)
Voyage (1996)

Saddle Point Sequence
Began with the three stories Gaijin,
Saddle Point and Fusion Summer,

published in SF Age, July 1996.

Others have followed, including the
three stories Kintu’s Children,

Wanpamba’s Tomb and Kimera’s

Breath published in 1997 under the

collective title The Engine of Kimera,
and Roughneck published in 1998.
A booktitled Saddlepoint is due to be
published in 2002.

The Web

The series is edited by Simon
Spanton. Other authors in the series
include Graham Joyce, Peter Hamil-

ton, Stephen Bowkett, Eric Brown

and Maggie Furey. Stephen Baxter
has contributed two books featuring
heroine Metaphor:

Gulliverzone (1997)
Webcrash (1998)

Gulliverzone appeared in the omni-

bus The Web: 2027 (1999), Webcrash
in the omnibus The Web: 2028
(1999)

Mammoth Trilogy

Book 1 - Silverhair (1998)
Book 2 - Longtusk (2000)
Book 3 - Icebones (April 2001)

The Manifold Sequence
Time (2000)
Space (2000)
Origin (planned for publication
in August 2001)

Novels

Titan (1997)
Moonseed (1998)

The Light of Other Days (2000)
with Sir Arthur C Clarke

Non-fiction

Deep Future (2001)

Short Fiction

A collection of short fiction:

Traces (1998)

and numerous other appearances
from 1987 to the present.

A full bibliography is maintained by

Simon Bradshaw at The Baxterium:

http: //www.cix.co.uk/~sjbradshaw/

baxterium/baxterium. html
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Michael Scott Rohan

Series

The Winter of the World
There are currently five booksset in
Mike Scott Rohan’s winter universe:

The Anvil of Ice (1986)
The Forge in The Forest (1987)
The Hammerof the Sun (1988)

a stand alone novel:

The Castle of the Winds (1998)

followed by its sequel:
The Singer and the Sea (1999)

The Chronicles of Stephen Fisher /

The Spiral Series

Chase the Morning (1990)

The Gates of Noon (1992)

Cloud Castles (1993)
Maxie’s Demon (1997)

Novels

Run to the Stars (1983)
The Lord of Middle Air (1994)
The Ice King (1983) with Allan

Scott

A Spell of Empire: The Horns of

Tartarus (1992) with Allan Scott

Non-fiction

Includes:

The Hammer and the Cross
(Christianity and the Vikings,

co-authored with Allan Scott)
Painting on China (co-authored
with Agnes Pinhas-Massin)

Contributions to a wide range of

publications on classical music

Short fiction

Aries 1 (ed John Grant - 1979)
contains The Insect Tapes

Forthcoming
Shadow of the Seer (August
2001)

Lisanne Norman

Series

Sholan Alliance
Turning Point (1993)
Fortune’s Wheel (1995)
Fire Margins (1996)

Razor’s Edge (1997)
Dark Nadir (1999)
Stronghold Rising (2000)
Between Darkness and Light (in
progress)

Short Fiction

Battle Magic (ed Martin

Greenberg and Larry Seagrif -
1998) contains The Jewel and

the Demon
Merlin (ed Martin Greenberg -
1999) contains The Wild Hunt
Spell Fantastic (ed Martin

Greenberg and Larry Seagrif -
2000) contains To Catch a Thief
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The Main Programmeand the Fan

Programme have been assembled
with a view to giving the con member a
wide choice. Sabine declares thatit is
complete but as the programme book

must go to press some weeks before
the convention some changes may

occur. The ReadMe, the Newsletter

and notices at the convention will

provide up to date information.

The main programmewill happen in
the Paris (the main con room), the
Westminster (the second con room),
and several minor conference rooms.
The fan programmewill happen in the
Lakeside.

The fan programmeis listed on pages
38 to 41.

Paris

 

13:30 What is harderto predict:

Social or Technological

Change?

Iam sure that many authors havepon-

dered this question when inventing new
societies, new worlds and new technolo-

gies. We have the basis on which to

build, but where will it go? Ifyou want to
create a realisticfuture, what do youfind
easier topredict? Have there been authors
who were right on the dot or are theyall
wrong?

Chaired by Mike Scott Rohan

With: Mike Cobley, John Harold,
Lisanne Norman, John E. Stith.

15:00 Author Dialogue

This is a one to one ofthe special kind.

Twoauthors orpublishers talk about
anything they like. You'll get anin depth
view ofwhat they are really like and what
really interests them.
With: John Jarrold and an author to

be announced

16:00 Opening Ceremony
Come and meet the committee to declare

this convention open.

1'7:30 Out ofthe Bookpool

Someofyou were brave enoughto sign
upfor this one. Each ofthem will intro-

ducea script, story or novel andplace

them in a, well, bucket. Then you can

discuss, say yourthing, rip them apart
and kick them out ofthe bucket one by
one. The last onestill in is the winner!
With: Peter Redfarn, Roy Gray, Mike

Gobley, Peter T Garrett, Anthony
Hilbert.

19:00 SF/Fantasy Author’s
Websites

Don't worry. This is not a computerfreak
panel. We arejust after content, not soft-

ware. However, let’s get downto it. What
are good sites? Whatare bad sites? What
should a good Web Page do? What
should be on it? Should the artists/au-
thors set them up themselves or commis-

sion thejob? Should afan doit or a pub-

lisher? Maybethe odd author can take
homea lesson or two.

Chaired by Simon Bradshaw

With: Mike Scott Rohan, Dave

Hardy, Tanya Brown,Alex
McLintock.

20:00 ist Eastercon - We have
come a long way!

A little bit oflocalfannish history: The 1st
Eastercon washeld in Kettering, just a

few milesfrom Hinckley. Thepanel wants
to take you back down memory lane and

see where Eastercons were comingfrom.
What were the goals and hopes? What

did they imagine Eastercon 2001 to be?

Did wefulfil their dreams or go awry
somewhere?A look into thefuture might
roundthepicture.

Chaired by Alice Lawson
With: Ken Slater, Vincent Docherty,
Ina Shorrock.
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 21:00 Cobra Whips
Paragonpresents:Alex - The Whipman.
Some ofyou who may have seen him at
Aliens Stole My Handbag.Ihope you will
all enjoy

a

little SM. It’s kinky,it’sfunny,
it’s a new experience.Ifyoulike whips or
even ifyou don’t, come andsee this
extraordinary show. Sorry, kids!Adults
only!
With: Alex - The Whipman.

23:00 Rocky Horror Picture Show
Pack yourwaitress costume and newspa-
per and dothe Rocky Horror with us.
..andjust a step to the right...

Westminster

13:30 Users Guide to Eastercon
Ifyou have never been to an Eastercon or
any con before, come and get an introduc-
tion. Wombatwillfill you in on all the
things you need to know to survive this
experience. Trust the man, he’s been
there before.
With: Wombat.

15:00 If he dies we get our own show
A look at the sidekick. What makes a
sidekick tick? Whyis he or she needed?
What wouldDuncan be without Methos?
Why doesXena need the annoying
blonde? What would happenifthe hero
lost and the sidekick took over?
Chaired by Linda Stratmann
With: Gary Stratmann, Gabriela
Bennemann, Jane Killick.

17:30 We do things differently
... because we are European, British,
American orAustralian. Thepanel wants
to discussthe differences andsimilarities
in Fandom and con running. What can we
learnfrom each other and what could
only work in each other’s cultures?
Chaired by Wombat
With: KIM Campbell, Vince Docherty.

18:30 "All Cats are Grey”
SimonIngs is going to give us a humorous
speechrelating to his new book.
With: SimonIngs.

20:00 Authorreading: Molly Brown
An author, a book, a round ofchairs-
Enjoy apiece ofliterature read by the
person who wrote it. Who knows what
new insights you can gain.
With: Molly Brown.

21:30 Desert Island Discs - Stephen
Always wondered aboutthe secretpas-
sions ofourguests ofhonour? Come to
hearthem laytheir souls bare. Find out
what Stephencould notlive withoutifhe
evergot stranded on a desert island
planet.

Chaired by Chris O’Shea
With: Stephen Baxter.

Conference 11

17:30 Gone but not forgotten
Does writing about TVshows or movies
long gonestill make sense? Whyinter-
view the sameold actors again and again?
Can there be news about Blake's 7? Can
wefind one morefacet in Star Wars?
Whatis the continuous appealofarticles
about thesepast gems?Is itjust nostalgia,
or the basisfor a cult?
Chaired by Judith Proctor
With: Steve Rogerson.

19:00 Time Times 4
The BSFA wants to challenge your sense
oftime with 4 different items about, well,
time. Come and be taken away to another
time andplace. You could goto thefuture
or thepast. Surprise yourself.
With: Andrew Butler, Claire Brialey,
Mark Plummer.
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21:00 The future sucks-
SF Vampires

Let’s discuss our blood suckingcitizens.
We know Buffy, we know Angel, we

know AnneRice.Is this the definitive way

vamps andtheir hunters are going to be

these days? Is this a new genre, a mix-
ture offantasy and horror? What other

vampsare there? What can SF dofor
Vampires oftoday? Orwe couldjust

discuss how cute Angel and Buffy really

are.

Chaired by Ben Yalow
With: Colin Odell, Gary Stratmann,
Linda Stratmann, Mitch Leblanc,
Peter T Garratt, Tanya Brown.

22:00 Rocks have Rights
Weall heard theplan. A rock comes along
hurtling through space. Perhapsit has

been therefor millions ofyears and then
wepuny humans come and minethe

heart out ofit. Are we really allowed to do
it? Can we claim Mars as our own? There

are someseriousissues here that need to
be discussed!

Chaired by John Bray
With: Gwyneth Jones, Dave

Clements, Judith Proctor.

Outside

22:00 Fireworks
Multiple explosions to the accompaniment

ofcar alarms. Sponsored by Reconvene.

Paris

10:00 Masquerade Rehearsal
Ifyou wishto enter the masquerade you

needto go there to discuss yourentry,

whether you want music or special lights.

This is your opportunity to rehearse on
stagefor the coming eveningperformance.

12:00 GoH - Mike Scott Rohan
Thefirst ofour guests interviewed by

Steve Davies. There will be an opportunity
for questions. ;
With: Mike Scott Rohan, Steve
Davies.

13:30 Martial Arts in SF
Why don't Minbari breaktheirfingers?

What are the Dendarii on about? Gary
and Linda Stratmann will give you a

valuable insight into martial arts used in

SF. Lots ofaction and multi media! Pre- i j
pare to be dazzled. Trust me, thesepeo-

ple know whatthey are talking about!
With: Gary Stratmann, Linda
Stratmann.

15:00 GoH - Lisanne Norman
Lisanneis well worth listening to whether

in the mainprogrammeroom or ajacuzzi.

Chris Morgan interviews.
With: Lisanne Norman, Chris Morgan.

16:00 Whowantsto be a Six
Million Dollar Man

Sofar you have won bionicleg, x-ray
vision and a set ofbrainimplants .. but
we don't wannagive you thaaat! You

know the show, you know thephrases.

Now think how much morefun it would

be ifyou could actually get bionic im-
plants instead ofmere money. Oh, yes,
the questionsfor this one are SF, of

course.
Chaired by Stephen Baxter / Sue

Mason

17:30 The Brits Awards
An introduction and discussionofthis
year's Arthur C Clarke and BSFA

Awards. Ifyou want to make an informed
decision, this is a mustfor you.

Chaired by Andy Sawyer ;
With: Edward James, Tony Cullen, |

Tanya Brown, Farah Mendelsohn, Jon
Courtney Grimwood.
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20:00 Masquerade
Get your costume out andput your show

together. The annual Eastercon Masquer-

adepromises to amaze you once more.
With: Sue Mason.

23:00 Disco

Westminster

10:00 SF and Genetics
With Dolly the sheep being old news and

cloning humansjust around the corner,

how has the concept ofgenetics changed
over the years? We haveall read stories

about cloning. We have all wondered
about the ethics involved in this. How do

authors see this subject today?How did
they seeit in thepast? Has our view

changed, have our ethics changed? What

will be thefuture?

With: Lucy Smithers, Joan Paterson,
Julian Headlong, Nik Whitehead.

12:00 SF Countdown

Let'splay Countdowntheinteresting way.
You know itfrom the telly, now let's add
an SFaspect to the gameandpronto,

you've got a whole newpanel game. Give

me another consonant and two vowels,

please.
With: Chris Tregenza, Jess Bennett.

13:30 Whyis the world notlike

2001?
Ever wondered why weare not on the

moon?Ustoo. Let's look back at what we

thought 2001 would belike 20, 30 40

years ago. Whyis the space station not
openfor business yet? Why don't robots

do the dishes? Whyare wenotliving in
oval houses andflying to work? What

went wrong? What do we have instead

that nobody thought of?
Chaired by Andy Sawyer

With; Julian Headlong, Tony Berry,

Jaap Boekestein.

15:00 The Psychology of Fans

What makesustick? There must be some-

thing different about afan'spsyche, so

whatis it? We haveall experiencedit.

You come outofthe closet, talk with ex-

cited eyes about PeterHamilton's newest

instalment and mundaneslook at you as

ifyou have grown a second nose. But

whyis there such a difference? What

makes us special? Let'sfind out with the

help ofscience andpsychology.

Chaired by Sparks

With: Farah Mendelsohn, John Bray,

Peter Cohen, Peter T Garratt.

16:00 George Hay Science Lecture

Again we are opening our doorsfora

guestlecturer. This yearwe have Dr.

Helen Priddle ofthe Roslin Institute.

RememberDolly? She will get you up to

date with the latest developments in her

field ofexpertise. A mustfor science

buffs.
With: Dr. Helen Priddle.

17:30 Desert Island Discs - Mike

Your opportunity to discover Mike's taste

in music and essential luxuries in the

secondofthese classic interviews.

Chaired by Chris O'Shea
With: Mike Scott Rohan.

19:00 Isms and Ologies in SF

A look atfeminism andotherhotly de-

bated isms andologies in SF. Is there a

specific genrefor these? Do they crop up

every once in a while? What isms and

ologies are they and should SF be deal-

ing with them? Bring a sharp mind and

the will to discuss to your heart's content.
Chaired by Gwyneth Jones
With: Jon Grimwood, Jennie Dailey-

O'Cain.
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20:00 Author Dialogue

Two more authors talk about anything

they like. You'll get an in depth view of

whatthey arereally like and whatreally

interests them.

With: John Meaney,Ian Watson.

23:00 Filk Concert

Laugh, sing and be moved by some ofthe

bestfilking talentsfandom hastooffer.

Conference 11

11:00 If Tolkien and Lewis had

snuffed it in the trenches...

where wouldfantasy be today? The

panel wants to discuss the turningpoints

ofmodernfantasy. Without the Ring and

Narnia, what would be today's basis?

Who else could have had the immense

influence those two authors have shown?

Chaired by John Clute

With: Edward James, China Miéville,

Farah Mendelsohn,Steve Jeffrey,

Maureen Kincaid Speller.

16:00 The making of a good SF

Model

Gary Stratmann, a masterin thefield of

building SF andfantasy models, wishes

to tell you abouthis art. Ifyou wantto

pick up afew tips andtricks on how to

make that ultimate model, this is your

programmeitem.Ifyou are a resin kit

personorstartfrom scratch, come and

comparenotes.

With: Gary Stratmann.

19:00 Media Literature: A waste of

space or worthwhile reading?

Effinger once wrote a Planet ofthe Apes

TVnovel. His characters thoughta lot,

because he wasn'tallowed to change the

dialogue. Is this really what Medialitera-

ture is all about? Is it alljust a big rip off

to get our last dime?Do we need another

 

Dr Whoor Star Trek novel?Is thisjust

glorifiedfanfiction? Or has media litera-

ture matured into something better and

worthwhile reading?

With: Claudia Kern, Molly Brown,

Robbie, David McIntee.

20:00 Time Times 4

The second ofa sequenceofsessions

from the BSFA.Thisis an item to chal-

lenge your senseoftime, perhaps its

really thefourth session.

With: Claire Brialey.

21:00 Alternative History - Is it

boring by definition?

A bit ofaprovocativetitle quoted to me by

an authorrecently. Is this a general view?

What can alternative history do to set

things right? What other turningpoints can

wefind in British or Europeanhistory to

make sure that we don't get another

World WarI, II or US Civil War story?

Chaired by Paul Kincaid

With: Ben Jeapes, Peter Redfarn,

Andrew Langhammer.

Conference 13

10:00 Gripe Session

Ifyou have aproblem with anything con-

nected to the con and cannotsolveit

yourself, come andlet us know. We might

not be able to help either, but at least you

can have a good whinge andfeelbetterall

day.

12:00 Riddles in the Dark

(kids reading)

Wombatwill read Tolkien. Bring your

kids herefor some good entertainment.

With: Wombat.

13:30 BSFA AGM

Paragon Programme Book
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17:30 Backrub workshop

What yourpartners always wanted you to

learn. Why not take turns in learning the

necessary movesto transort yourvictim

into absolute relaxation bliss.

With: Wombat.

Conference12

11:00 Author reading: Gwyneth

Jones

Gwyneth will read her choice ofmaterial.

With: Gwyneth Jones.

12:00 World building workshop: Adult

(kids Sunday)

DavidAngus will show the grown ups

how a beach ball can be terraformed. No

needto bring anything but yourimagina-

tion and a sense ofhumour.

With: David Angus, Amanda Baker.

15:00 How to design your academic

career for a job in space.

You wantto work in outer space? Well,

what do you have to study to have that

chance in a million? Whatjobs will be

there, what skills will be needed? Learn

from thefew who have tried.

Chaired by Nik Whitehead

With: Dave Clements, Wombat,
Simon Bradshaw.

16:00 Author Dialogue

Afreeform discussion between two

people withfirm opinions.

With: Mike Gobley, Keith Brooke.

19:00 Realism in SF

Why do we have heroesthat always win?

Do wereally enjoy drama about captains

who neverfail and storm troopers who'd

miss a barn door? Should Blakepop a

pill and go on orsit this round out?

Chaired by Eddie Cochrane

With: Edward James, Tony Cullen,

Tanya Brown, Farah Mendelsohn, Jon

Courtney Grimwood.
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Paris

11:30 Beyond Cyberdrome

Welcome to the Cyberdrome. Bring your

robot and win the glory. Hollywood has

the Gladiator. Hinckley has the

Cyberdrome.Let's stage the ultimate robot

knock out game underthe watchful eyes

ofSMS.
With: SMS.

13:30 GoH - Stephen Baxter

Stepheninterviewed by Steve Davies.

Lookoutforimaginative hard science

ideas. Questions will be taken at the end.

With: Stephen Baxter, Steve Davies.

15:00 BournemouthVice!

Think aboutit. Miami Vice made in the

UK?Iam sure Dennis Waterman and

Frank Bruno would have madethe ideal

team. OrKnight Rider? Ian Oglivy in his

black VauxhallAstra would havepulled

that one offeasily! We already know that

Red Dwarfdidn't work onthe otherside,

but how about Blake's 7?Iam sure Bruce

Boxleitner would have loved being Blake..

Let's let our imaginationfly and have a bit

offun!

Chaired by Ian Sorensen

With: David Lally, Eddie Cochrane,

Julian Headlong.

16:00 Bid Session

This is where the 2003 Eastercon will be

decided.It is up to you. Will it be one of

the bids? Willit be a rollover? Will there

BE anybids. This is going to be interest-

ing. So bethere. (see 21% Century Easter-

con, page 48.)

Chaired by Pat McMurray
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17:30 Mars Programme

Amanda Baker, a memberofthe Mars

Society, will update us with new develop-

mentsin the Mars Programmeofthe Mars

Society. The Mars Society is trying to get

to Mars outside the "usual" NASA route.

They arepromoting a cost effective way

which could actually getus there.Ifthis is

your dream, come and hearwhatAmanda

has to say.
With: Amanda Baker.

20:01-A Sunday Odyssey

"One Minutepast Eight" suffersfrom

middle trilogy syndrome being a mere

linkingpiece between theprevious "Cap-

tain Tartan Saves the WorldAgain" and

David Wake's return toform with "Tartan-

Year 2003". Many thoughpreferthis

darkervision and consider the other

productionsin the seriesto be rather silly

pantomimes.Forthem, "20:01" isa classic

oftheform. Whateverthe critics andfans

opinion, we can at least console ourselves

thatit is still many years before the trav-

esty that will be "Captain Tartan - Episode

One". So get your seat early, settle down

andenjoythis latest multi-media extrava-

ganza.from the Reconvene RubberTree

Company.

With: David Wake & co.

22:00 Award Ceremony

Entertainment andfun galore with your

host Chris Hill. Let's honour our nominees

and award winners. A great opportunity

to dust offthose dinnerjackets and

frocks- dress codeformal but optional.

With: Chris Hill.

Westminster

10:00 Archaeology and Fantasy

Archaeology seemsto be apreferred

hobbyforfantasy authors.Is this a coinci-

dence oris there a deeperinterest at

work? Whatis the connection,ifthere is

one? What kind ofinformation, what kind   

oflesson can afantasy author drawfrom

a dig?Dofantasy authorslookto thepast

to create theirfuture?

Chaired by Edward James

With: Lisanne Norman, Miller Lau,

Martin Easterbrook, Mike Scott

Rohan, Peter Weston.

11:00 Art Auction

This is where your money goes! Have

youput in a bid on anything in the art

show? Then here is where you go to

make sure you actually carry the item

home. Happy bidding to you!

Chaired by Wombat

13:30 Is Science a feminist issue?

Ifscience is pureare scientists? Is this a

topic worth discussing? Wethinkit is

high time someonedoes. What are our

panellists' experiences? Are there solu-

tions? Is a change in culture necessary?

Chaired by Amanda Baker

With: Lis Sourbut, Jennie Dailey-

O'Cain.

15:00 Author Dialogue

Thelast ofthesefree running conversa-

tions betweenpeople responsiblefor

supplying ourfix ofideas.

With: Tony Ballantyne, Miller Lau.

17:30 Genre in SF - Debate

SimonIngs leads a debate on Genre in

SF. Is there afair way ofdividing SF? Do

wedojustice to a story ifweput it in

alternative history orspace operapigeon-

holes? Whatifthe genres are mixed?

Whatifthe author does not want to beput

in apigeonhole?

With: Simon Ings.
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19:00 Generic Comedy Panel Game

Contestants willpit their wits against each

other in the nameofcomedy. This item,

run by Chris Tregenzapromises an hour

oflaughter in the nameofSF.

Chaired by Chris Tregenza

With: Mark Plummer, Ian Sorensen,

Chris O'Shea, Alison Freebairn, Jim

De Liscard.

21:00 Let's create our own conven-

tion sidekick

So let's pretend. You are the hero. You

have to survive a convention. You need a

sidekick, definitely! But what does he or

she need to makeit worth your while?

Flat head toput yourpint on? Tight bod-

ice? Mike Siddall will host and Dave

Hicks will visualise your convention side-

kick dreams!
With: Dave Hicks, Mike Siddall.

Conference 11

10:00 Is this the way the World dies?

People who should know will discuss |

disasters that could and somethatprob-

ably will happento this world. Authors

have long tried tofind ways to wash

away the world we knowto build their

own. Now you canfind out what might

actually happen.
Chaired by Mic Rogers

With: Nigel Furlong, Simon

Bradshaw, Marcus Rowland.

11:00 Time Times 4

The BSFA continueto intrigue us with the

third (or isit thefirst) in the sequenceof

items on the subject oftime.
With: Mark Plummer.

12:00 What if Richard III had not

died at Bosworth?
Localhistory - Bosworth isjust around

the corner - and

a

little alternative history.

What would have happened? Where

would we be now? Whatculturalor socio-

   

logical changes could this different ending

to the battle have had? Or wouldit not

have mattered at all? Let'sfind out.

Chaired by Edward James

With: Freda Warrington, John Bray,

Mike Scott Rohan, Stephen Baxter.

13:30 The ones with the ears-

Whyare mediafans so different? Or are

they? Why are they generally less re-

spected thanliteraryfans? What makes

them tick? We wantto getto the bottom of

the being called mediafan. They are not

all screaming kids who want to take home

Kirkforfun, but whatelseis there? What

fascination can befound in media that

you cannotfind anywhere else?

Chaired by Andrew Adams

With; Ian Sorensen, John Richards,

Kim Campbell.

16:00 PaperTiger -

What's New Pussycat?

Chris Moore and Fred Gambinotalk about

their books and artwork complete with a

slide show and some anecdotes thrown

in.

With: Chris Moore and Fred Gambino.

17:30 Poetry Circle

Kluggers the Barred will runthis year's

poetry circle. Bring your material, sit in

the round and read on Mckluggers!

With: Kluggers the Barred.

19:00 Big Books

Let'sface it. No book can makeit in to-

day's best-seller list under 800pages.

Whyis that the case? Where are the 200,

300pages Heinlein orBob Shaw stories?

Is this a generaltrend?Is itjust a market

fluke?Are stories more complex these

days andtherefore have to be so long?

Wewill get to the bottomofthis.

Chaired by Farah Mendelsohn

With: Jaap Boekestein, John Meaney,

Lisanne Norman, Molly Brown,

Alastair Reynolds, Tanya Brown.
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20:00 Big Engine Party

An openparty hosted by the Big Engine

Publishing House. Never been to a book

launch? Come and see whatit is all

about.

Conference 13

10:00 Gripe Session

Ifyou have aproblem with anything con-

nected to the con and cannotsolveit

yourself, come andlet us know. We might

not be able to help either, but at least you

can have a good whinge andfeelbetterall

day.

15:00 SF Foundation AGM

With: Farah Mendelsohn.

Conferencel12

11:00 Copyright- A discussion

Someare ofthe opinion that copyrights

should be shortened. With internet novels

breaking into the market and information

becoming more and more accessible, is

this a good idea, a necessity or simply the

worst thing to happen to authors all over

the world?
Chaired by KIM Campbell
With: John Meaney.

13:30 Playground Games

Look back at your school days. What was

yourfavourite class? Recess? Minetoo.

And what did weplay? How did that

game go again? Ifyou wanta little exer-

cise, cometo this item. There will be a lot

ofrunning, hopping and laughing and

even some Gummispringen.

With: Jess Bennett, Ziggie.

15:00 World Building workshop: Kids

DavidAngus showsthe youngfolk how a

beach ball can be terraformed. No need

to bring anything but yourimagination

and a sense ofhumour.
With: David Angus.

   

16:00 Philip Pullman workshop

Strictly sign up only! Andrew Butler will

discuss Philip Pullman's latest instalments

in his Northern Light Trilogy. This is a

very interesting and in depth workshop

and, therefore, has to be limited to about

20people. Andrew did this at last year's

Lexicon in Oxford andit was a great

SUCCESS.
With: Andrew Butler.

17:30 Harry Potter and such

Seen ina book shop:"Ifyou liked Harry

Potter, you'll like Anne McCaffrey". Well,

will you? Whatis Harry's appeal? What

should you recommendto your eager

kids when they want more? Can Heinlein

orLewis still compete? Thepanel will try

tofind an answer.

Chaired by Julian Headlong

With: Farah Mendelsohn, Andrew

Langhammer,Caroline Mullan, Peter

Weston.

Paris

10:00 What makes a Good Space

Opera?

Space Operas seem to be the Marmite of

SF. You either love them or hate them.

Somepeoplesay they are boring and

longwinded, othersfind them exciting.

We seem to be celebrating a space opera

renaissance at the moment. Thepanel

wants to discuss why they enjoy space

opera and what a good space opera

should haveto excite the reader.

With: Alistair Reynolds, Andy

Sawyer, John Meaney, Sparks,

Maureen Kincaid Speller

11:00 TV shows turned movies and

vice versa

Would youpay to see Mork and Mindy on

the big screen? Orwould you watch Star

Wars - The Series? No? Well, you prob-
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ably would, but why didn't those two
happen? Whyon the other hand do we

have Highlander the Movie transferred
into Highlander The Series. Andpushing

it back again, why did the last Highlander

movie go straight to video in the UK?Let's

find out why someprojects work and
somejust die.

Chaired by Eddie Cochrane
With: David Lally, Linda Stratmann,

Sabine Furlong, Noel Collyer.

12:00 What happened to
Cyberpunk?

Cyberpunk wasbig in the 80s but where
is it now? What new novels and authors

are out there?Has the genre changed?If
yes, has it changed because society has?

What wasit that drove Cyberpunk and
what drives it now? Let's see what we
canfind out together.
Chaired by Mic Rogers
With: Andrew Butler, John Harold,

Mike Cobley.

14:00 As Otherssee us

Stephen Baxter and John Clute discuss

humansandtheir culture as we would be

- or are - seenfrom afar. Ifyou ever

wondered why we have not been con-
tacted yet, this might give you a clue.
With: Stephen Baxter, John Clute.

15:00 Have I Got Media News For

You II
All new questions, afew newfaces, a

newpresenter. Two teamsfighting it out
over TV, movie and soundtrack questions.
Are you up on your quotes? Can you

namethat old TVtune? Then you might
help to steal the victory againfor the
audience.

Chaired by Mike Siddall
With: Claudia Kern, Gary Stratmann,

Linda Stratmann,Nigel Furlong,
Sabine Furlong , BUG & Steve

Lawson.

16:00 Closing Ceremony
This is where we say goodbye. We hope
you had a great time. Join us later to

party on at the DeadDog as the committee
collapsesin reliefthatit is all over.

17:00 Feedback
Did you have a good time? Did you have

a bad time? Let us know why, so the next
committee can take home some lessons
learnt.

Westminster

10:00 Lojban Workshop
Lojban anditsparent Loglan, are artificial

languages created notfora universal
auxiliary like Esperanto, but as an experi-

mental tool; people now work with them
fora variety ofreasons,frompoetry to

computers. Why dopeople make and use
such languages? What makes them dis-

tinctiveP The session will not try and
teach any Lojban, but willfocus on what
properties it has that are novel or unfamil-

iar, and whypeople continue to work

withit.

With: Colin Fine.

11:00 Authorreading: Simon Ings

Enjoy apiece ofliterature read by the
person who wroteit.
With: SimonIngs.

12:00 Techno Greens

Is there a mid-point between the classic

anti-technology Green andthepro-technol-

ogypolluters? Can you support both
nuclearpower and composting worms?
Are we missing somepart ofthe solution
here, or are technology and the environ-
ment always at war? Can you bea

Techno-Green?
Chaired by Dave Clements
With: Farah Mendelsohn, Gabriela
Bennemann,Nigel Furlong, Peter T

Garratt.
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13:30 Desert Island Discs -Lisanne

Doesthat big sword ofLisanne's mean

she would beparticularly capable in a

desert setting or would she spend too

much time with her music? Find out in

this last visit to the desert islandplanet.

Chaired by Chris O'Shea

With: Lisanne Norman.

Conference 11

12:00 The Politics of SF

What could we do ifwe were in govern-

ment? No, seriously. What would be our

goals ifFandom hadinfluence, and I don't

- only - meanrealale prices. This should

be a groundbreaking discussion about

our influence inparty culture and what

we could or would do.

Chaired by Martin Easterbrook

With: John Bray, John Clute, Rhodri

James.

15:00 Time Times 4

The BSFA wants to challenge your sense

oftime with 4 different items about, well,

time. Come and be taken awayto another

time andplace. You could goto thefuture

or thepast. Surprise yourself.

 

 

   

Away from the programme

Not everything that happens at the

convention happensin carefully

timetabled one hour blocks. There are

workshops, whole day and whole con

activities.

Robot Building Workshop

Ifyou always wantedto build a robot but

neverhadthe chance, come andfind

somelikemindedfans in the Robot

Building Workshop. Here you can build

and construct as much asyoulike. Ifthe

robot you want to enter into Beyond

Cyberdromestill needs some work, come

in and screw around... so that we can rip

it apart on Sunday morning. But you

never know, you mightjust win!

The Great Easter Egg hunt

On Sunday wewill stage an EasterEgg

huntfor great and small. We'llform

teams, and send themtofind eggs. These

will contain questions. Answerthe ques-

tion, find the solution, find the great

EasterEgg.

Gamers

Locked awayin their own space the

gamers have a convention all oftheir own.

You might be the new blood they need.

   

Chaos Costuming Workshop

You want to create a costume, perhaps

even enter the masquerade, but you’ve got

nothing to wear?Fear not. Here you can

make yourselfa costume, get advice,

freshideas and some helping hands. Just

some imagination andoffyou go.

Hall Costuming Day

Do you have a costume you want to wear

but don’t think you wantto be in the

Masquerade? Sundayis your day to wear

it. Don’t be shy, be proud to show off

your costuming talents. There might even

be a prize in it for you. There will be

votingforms in your conventionpack. The

others simply votefor the besthall cos-

tume they see.

Dave Lally Programme

There arepeople who have been to con-

ventionsfor years andstill do not know

what happensin the Dave Lallypro-

gramme. Are you going to be one ofthem?

Dead Dog Party

Monday evening.Ifyou are still here, get

yourtired body to the Dead Dog Party

where we will send out this year’s Eas-

tercon in style..... orjust in-toxicated?



After 30 years

NOVACON

finally has a

Quality Hotel!

NOVACON 31
9th.41% November 2001

at the Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall,

(Junction 10 of the M6),

Guest of Honour:

Gwyneth Jones

 

NOVACON31: a Quality Hotel,

a Quality Guest of Honour, but a bargain

price! Just £32 if you join at Eastercon!

Attending membership costs £32 until Easter, then £35

from 18April 2001 and will cost £40 on the door.

Supporting membership costs £15.00 throughout.

Cheques/Postal Orders should be made payable to

“NOVACON 31” and sent to: Steve Lawson, 379 Myrtle

Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ. Further information from

http://www.novacon.org.uk



The Galactic Patrol:
protectors of fandom,fun, and flaming laser death.

intergalactic
Presupporting

ree
riends

members

£8

aN BILL
Re) NEVE

We Want YOU!
(To blast off for Boston in 2004)

Worldcon-proven, convenient, connected facilities.

(Sheraton Boston Hotel & Towers, Copley Marriott, & the Hynes Convention Center)

An exciting, beautiful, spectacularcity.

(Tall ships...art museums...baseball...historic tours...restaurants...theater...)

A dedicated committee.
(Meet us at our parties...coming to a convention near you!)

Affordable prices. Easy international destination.

A Worldcon in Boston won’t be ours. It'll be yours!

 

 

Join The Galactic Patrol/Boston in 2004
(contact our UK agents):

Tim & Marcia Ulingworth email: info@mcfi.org

Bell House http://www.boston2004.org

14 Main Street Or contact:

Coveney Martin Easterbrook

Ely CB6 2DJ Pat McMurray 
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The Fan Programme has been
created by a dedicated group based
around our guests, Claire Brialey
and Mark Plummer.It is fully part of
the convention and yet has a sepa-
rate identity that is almost a conven-
tion within a convention. It will take

place in the fanroom (Lakeside).

Friday
16.30 What's The Point Of...

Fanrooms(1)
What’s it all for? A discussion offan
activities, conventions, and sciencefiction,

predicated on the idea that a Fanroom

embodies all these and other aspects ofsf

fan culture. Ifthere is indeed such a thing
as ‘sffan culture’. The unifying thread of

manyprogrammeitemsis ‘What’s the
Point of...’ and we’re trying to get back to
first principles on these ideas and see
how many bear carrying on. For example

is having a Fanroomat all meaningful in
the Future, when everyoneloves sci-fi
and is by extension a Fan.

Greg Pickersgill (Moderator — yes,

really!)), Claire Brialey, Eric Lindsay,

Rhodri James.

18.00 What's The Point Of...
The BSFA and the Science
Fiction Foundation

What relevance do these organisations
have to sf readers, or to the typical

convention attendee (who,it it appears,

belongs to neither). Why should we care

about them? What goodare they to the
averagesffan or reader? Andifthey are

any use, how do we convince Little Jimmy

Fan to take them seriously.

John Richards (M), Andy Sawyer, Paul

Billinger, Farah Mendlesohn, Stephen

Baxter.

20.00 What's The Point Of...
Electronic Fanac

The Internet and the Web are Wonderful
Things, everybody knows that. But do   

they sap the creative energy of writers

who could contribute better material in a

traditional paper-based form? Does a

writer genuinely reach more people via

the WWW than they would through paper

fanzine,oris it just never mind the quality,

feel the bandwidth? Is evanescence the

norm - will anyone ever want to read

RASFFpostingsin thirty years time with

the same enthusiasm as we read issues

offanzines like HYPHEN, MADRGAL and

GRUE?

Alison Scott (M), Alex McLintock,

Cheryl Morgan, Sandra Bond, Victor

Gonzalez.

22.00 TAFF V GUFF - Quiz

Roger Robinson is Quizmaster(twitch

that bottle RR!). Eric Lindsay, Jean

Weber, Eve Harvey, and Paul Kincaid

represent GUFF. Maureen Kincaid

Speller, Sue Mason, Victor Gonzalez

and AN Other represent TAFF. What does

it all mean? It’ll make you laugh. Really!

SFAPECOERg

10.30 Look Out! It's The Wordcon

Again

KIM Campbell says “What we want to

do is launch a project, get things done,

makeitfun and involve as many people

as possible in the Worldcon, without

overtaxing and over committing people.

This element ofthe project looks at the

space at the SECC andconsiders the best

design for a convivialflow ofpeople. We

want to makethe site ‘Fan Friendly’, or at

least not as fan hostile as it was. A lot has

changedsincelast time, and with

a

bit of

imagination we could achieve
considerable improvement.”

KIM Campbell and a sturdy gang of

committed henchmen

12.00 The Real First Editions -
The SF Magazines

Whatis it that makes the magazines so

compulsively interesting? Obviously they

are where many novels and stories

originated, and there are many excellent
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pieces never reprinted. But they are also

the Secret History of sf - it’s the features,

the letters, book reviews, fanzines

columns - that really matter. Wow! Did

you know that issue of SUPER SCIENCE

STORIES was so important?
Mark Plummer (M), Sandra Bond,

Julian Headlong, Roger Robinson.

14.00 And WhenI Die

We’re all getting older. What happens to

our collections -books, fanzines - when

we’ve hadit? Do they go to the nearest

landfill, be sold for pennies, passed on via

a will, or go to an institution like the SF

FOUNDATION? Weall know horrorstories

of vast and valuable collections given to

charity shops because no-one knew what

to do with them, but is willing everything

to a Library definitely the better course?

Face the inevitable — this means YOU!

Greg Pickersgill (M), Caroline Mullan,

Andy Sawyer, Pat McMurray.

16.00 The Fan Guests of Honour

Banana Twins Fun Hour

Claire Brialey and Mark Plummer — or

their stunt doubles — do something really

interesting.It involves pictures. Honestly,

don’t miss it, they’re our Greatest Living

Fans.

18.00 What's The Point Of...
Fanzines

What the hell arefanzines for? Simply

self-expression with editors projecting

their own personalities and enthusiasms,

or artifacts distinctly linked to sfand sf

fandom? Are fanzines that aren’t centrally

about sf orfandom worthwhile? What’s

the difference between electronic and print

fanzines? Doesit matter? Ifyou don’t read

fanzines are you missing something

unique and exciting? Or is FARSCAPE

more fun?
Bridget Bradshaw (M), John Dallman,

Sue Jones, Andrew Butler, Mike

Scott.

20.00 What's The Point Of...

Eastercons

This enormous cometary thing recurs

annually taking up enormous amounts of

time and energy and to what effect? Why

is there an Eastercon at all, and what

should be its constituent parts? Is it

primarily a social event with important

consideration being given to venue and

facilities outside the convention itself, or is

it a quasi-formal meeting ofpeople with

specific shared interests within the

science fiction field, in which

programming and organisationis

paramount? Should wereally care either

way?

Claire Brialey (M), Mike Scott, Martin

Hoare, KIM Campbell, John Harvey.

22.00 Quiz Gunfight

Catherine McAulay rides herd on know-

alls and showoffs — volunteer Now!to join

this sudden-death one-on-one Best-of-20-

Questions knockout quiz. Real prizes!

Heightenedself-esteem! For the winner

anyway, feelings offutile failure for the

rest.

12.00 Forward Into the Past

Why does every generation offans try to

reinvent fandom anew? Newcomers are

often resistant to knowledge ofpast

activities andfeel fandom should adapt to

them, rather than they learn its ways and

history. Why has the culture not stabilised

-why does it have to be rewritten every

generation(ie every five years)? People

usually expect and wantto pick up the

ways, dialect and history ofa situation,

yet those new to fandom often protest

against that. This contradicts a common

human tendency to be part ofa

community, to learn its ways and be

accepted. Is this a problem associated

with the sort ofpeople who become fans?

Claire Brialey (M), Doug Bell, Ken

Slater, Steve Davies, Jean Weber,

Victor Gonzalez.
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14.00 What's The Point Of...

Awards

What do Awards within the sf/fannish

culture mean, both to those who give

(including those who vote in ‘popular’

awardslike the Hugo or Nova) and those

whoreceive. What advantage doesit

confer upon givers andrecipients - is it a

way ofmaking sfImportant, orjust a

marketing tool? Or simply a pointless

ritual ofself-congratulation?

Martin Easterbrook (M), Chris Hill,

Dick Jude, Tony Berry, Eric Lindsay.

16.00 Don't Look Back

A traditional dream ofthe sffan is to

become a writer or editor, butfans who

become professionals often become

indifferent or hostile to their erstwhile

friends andactivities. Obviously changing

life patterns apply, but there does seem to

be pressure from within and without to

create that distance. Does moving into the

professional world mean giving up

amateur(in the true sense) activities to be

credible? Or can Terry Carr and Bob

Shaw, who determinedly kept up their

fanactivity be seen as good role models?

Also, given that comparatively few

present-day professionals have any sf-fan

background, does anyofthis still apply?

Peter Weston (M), Lisanne Norman,

Stephen Baxter.

18.00 What's the Point of...

Fundraising

How do wedoit, why do we do it?

Should money be raised for anything at

all at conventions or withinfandom, and if

it is done at all should it be specifically

for sf or fan concerns, or for Good Works

generally? Also, should it be done by a

variety of little groups or should we work

together through somecentral body?

John Richards (M), Bridget Bradshaw,

Maureen Kincaid Speller, Vince

Docherty, Alison Scott.

20.00 Only in it For the Money

Aneight-foot shelf ofBookdealers talk

about their relationship to books (do they

really like what they sell, and how far do

they stretch their principles to make a

living), and their customers (weirdos,

loonies, ripoffmerchants, obsessives, the

odd decent character...).

Mark Plummer(M), Brian Ameringen,

Lennart Uhlin, Rog Peyton, Ken

Slater.

22.00 Fanzine Fans V Conrunners

SF and Fandom Quiz

Greg Pickersgill collates two pals for

the paper fans, Tim Illingworth

summonsa couple ofgophers to get

things organised. Catherine McAulay

asks the questions. The world awaits as

twotribes go to war.
  

 

12.00 What's The Point Of...

Fanrooms(2)

Greg Pickersgill, Mark Plummer and

someofthe loudest voices ofthe previous

few days wonder whetherit all all been

worthwhile. What next?

14.00 What's The Point Of...

Having an Auction on a Monday

We’re making this up as we go

along...we’ll think ofsomething evenifit

is a bloody auction...
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Doc Weir Award

The Doc Weir Award is presented at

Eastercon. Paragon is proud to host

this award as it is one that recognises

the contribution of those that support

and maintain fandom but do not seek

the limelight. A good Doc Weir winner

is surprised to be chosen. No-one else

is. Voting slips for the award should be

in your membership pack. There is no

nomination process, no shortlist. You

vote for who you think has contributed

to fandom and has not been adequately

recognised. Study the list of previous

winners. Your vote can help choose the

next member of this band of modest

heroes.

On 4th March 1961, Arthur Rose "Doc"

Weir died. Though a relative new-

comer, he was already old when he

discovered fandom. He had been a

dedicated worker for the BSFA and so,

on 15th March, John Phillifent wrote to

Ella Parker and Peter Mabey suggest-

ing that the BSFA could help out his

widow by making an offer for his sf

collection. This was believed to be of

high quality and Phillifent thoughtit

would be a useful addition to the BSFA

library.

However, it transpired that the collec-

tion was less extensive than wasfirst

thought and at the 1962 BSFA AGM it

was decided to hold a vote on what to

do with the moneycollected by the Doc

Weir Memorial Fund. The vote was on

whether to give the money to Mrs

Weir, or to use it to establish the "Doc

Weir Fan Recognition Award". The vote

was overwhelmingly for the award

which, it was decided, would be in the

form of a trophy to be awarded annu-

ally and engraved with each recipient’s

name. The trophy ultimately bought

with the funds raised was a silver cup,

mounted on a plastic base.   

The 1963 Eastercon, Bullcon, was held

in April at the Bull Hotel in Peterbor-

ough and attracted over 130 fans, the

highest turnout at a British convention

since the 1957 Worldcon. Peter Mabey

was the first recipient, in absentia, of

the Doc Weir Award, for his work with

the BSFA lending library.

(Information extracted from Then, a his-

tory of British fandom by Rob Hansen)

Previous winners are

1963 Peter Mabey
1964Archie Mercer

1965Terry Jeeves

1966 Kenneth F. Slater

1967 Doreen Parker

1968Mary Reed
1969 Beryl Mercer

1970J. Michael Rosenblum

1971 Phil Rogers

1972 Jill Adams

1973 Ethel Lindsay

1974Malcolm Edwards

1975Peter Weston

1976Ina Shorrock

1977 Keith H. Freeman

1978Gregory Pickersgill

1979 Rog Peyton

1980Bob Shaw

1981 John Brunner

1984 Joyce Slater

1985James White

1987Brian Burgess

1989Vin¢ Clarke

1990 Roger Perkins

1991 Pat Brown

1992 Roger Robinson

1993 Bridget Wilkinson

1994Tim Broadribb

1995Bernie Evans

1996Mark Plummer

1997John Harold

1998Andy Croft

1999 ¥%zr Cruttenden

2000Tim Illingworth
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Arthur C. Clarke Award

Presented annually, this is for the
best science fiction novel receiving its
first publication in Britain. It is a jury

award, decided by two representa-
tives each from the British Science
Fiction Association and the Science
Fiction Foundation, and, since 1999,

one from the Science Museum.

The 2001 Jury consists of Paul

Billinger and Gary Dalkin (BSFA),

Caroline Mullan and Lisa Tuttle

(SFF), and Doug Millard (Science

Museum). The Award will be pre-
sented in late May.

The 2001 shortlist is:

Parable of the Talents
Octavia E Butler

Ash
Mary Gentle

Cosmonaut Keep
Ken MacLeod

Perdido Street Station
China Miéville

Revelation Space
Alastair Reynolds

Salt
Adam Roberts

Previous Winners (with year of presentation) are:

1987 The Handmaid’s Tale

1988 The Sea and Summer

1989 Unquenchable Fire

1990 The Child Garden

1991 Take Back Plenty

1992 Synners

1993 Body of Glass

1994 Vurt

1995 Fools

1996 Fairyland

by Margaret Atwood

by George Turner

by Rachel Pollack

by Geoff Ryman

by Colin Greenland

by Pat Cadigan

by Marge Piercy

by Jeff Noon

by Pat Cadigan

by Paul McAuley

1997 The Calcutta Chromosome by Amitav Ghosh

1998 The Sparrow

1999 Dreaming in Smoke

2000 Distraction

by Mary Doria Russell

by Tricia Sullivan

by Bruce Sterling
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BSFA Awards

This is the award that you can affect.

Yes you reading this. As an attending

member of Paragon you and the

membership of the BSFA get to de-

cide upon something thatis signifi-

cant and important.

So how does this work?

The shortlists are decided by mem-

bers of the British Science Fiction

Association using arcane methods

that are a mystery to non members

such as me. Oncethis shortlist has

been created it is published far and

wide. You may see it in Ansible. I did.

Just by being there it counts as be-

ing published far and wide.

Then you read the words, study the

artwork on the shortlist and make a

careful reasoned decision. Alterna-

tively you can make your choice

based upon prejudice and whether

the author bought you a pint at Eas-

tercon last year. Or something in

between,it's up to you. That's the

beauty of a democratic process.

With your responsibly considered

choices you arrive at the convention.

You need a voting slip. The BSFA will

put some aroundthe convention in

easyto find places. There will voting

slips on the BSFA standin the deal-

ers' room where you can round off

voting with a go on their famous

tombola.

The BSFA Awards shortlists for 2001 are:

NOVEL
Perdido Street Station China Mieville

redRobe Jon Courtenay Grimwood

Paradox John Meaney

Revelation Space Alastair Reynolds

Ash: A Secret History Mary Gentle

SHORT

Destiny on Tartarus’
‘La Vampiresse’

‘Adventures in the Ghost Trade’

‘Singing Each to Each’
‘The Suspect Genome’

ARTWORK

Physiognomiesof Flight

Hideaway
Afetere’s Eyes

Eric Brown (Spectrum SF #2)

Tanith Lee (Interzone 154)

Liz Williams (Interzone 154)

Paul di Filippo (Interzone 155)

Peter F.Hamilton (Interzone 156)

China Miéville (Vector 213)

Dominic Harman (Interzone 157)

Gerald Gaubert (Scheherazade 19)
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The Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund

You may have noticed voting papers,

auctions and other activities to do

with theTrans-Atlantic Fan Fund

(TAFF). You may have boughtat a

TAFF auction complete tat (I remem-

ber used chocolate wrappers selling

well) or valuable memorabilia.

Paragon welcomes Victor Gonzalez as

the current TAFF winner from

America.

TAFF was created in 1953 for the

purpose of providing fundsto bring

well-known and popular fans familiar

to those on both sides of the ocean

across the Atlantic. Since that time,

Previous trip winners are (© indicates an

1954 « A. Vincent Clarke!

1955 © Ken Bulmer

1956 => Lee Hoffman?

1957 => Bob Madle

1958 © Ron Bennett

1959 => Don Ford

1960 ¢ Eric Bentcliffe

1961 => Ron Ellik

1962 © Ethel Lindsay

1963 => Wally Weber

1964 © Arthur (ATom)

Thomson

1965 => Terry Carr

1966 < Tom Schluck

1968 > Steve Stiles

1969 © Eddie Jones

1970 = Elliot Shorter

1971 © Mario Bosnyak

1973 > Len and June Moffat

1974 © Peter Weston

1976 > Roy Tackett and Bill

Bowers(tie)°
1977 © Pete Roberts

1979 > Terry Hughes

Footnotes
1 Unable to maketrip
2 Declined funds   

TAFF has regularly brought North

American fans to European conven-

tions and European fans to North

American conventions. TAFF exists

only through the support of fandom.

The candidates are voted on by inter-

ested fans all over the world, and

each vote is accompanied by a dona-

tion of not less than $3 or £2. These

votes, and the continued generosity

of fandom, are what makes TAFF

possible.

For further details, please talk to the

current administrators Sue Mason

(takes the reins at Paragon) and Vijay

Bowen.

eastbound trip and © a westbound):

1980 © Dave Langford

1981 > Stu Shiffman

1982 © Kevin Smith

1983 => Avedon Carol

1984 © Rob Hansen

1985 > Patrick and Teresa

Nielsen Hayden

1986 © Gregory Pickersgill

1987 => Jeanne Gomoll

1988 & Lilian Edwards and

Christina Lake

1989 > Robert Lichtman

1991 © Pam Wells

1992 > Jeanne Bowman

1993 © Abigail Frost

1995 => Dan Steffan

1996 © Martin Tudor

1998 > Ulrika O’Brien

1998 « Maureen Kincaid

Speller

1999 => Vijay Bowen

2000 < Sue Mason

2001 > Victor Gonzalez

3 Election tied; funds insufficient to

send both; Bowers withdrew
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G U Fan Fund
Paragon welcomes two delegates from

the antipodes, the winners of the
latest GUFF race, Jean Webber and

Eric Lindsay. As winners they be-
come joint adminstrators with the

previous south-going GUFF winner
Paul Kincaid.

Unlike TAFF where the TA is an un-

ambiguoustrans atlantic, the GU in
GUFFis open to some debate. The
definitive answer from Paulis that it

depends on the direction. South-

wardsit's The Going Under Fan

Fund and NorthwardsIt's the Get

Up-and-over Fan Fund.

Modelled on DUFF and TAFF, GUFF

was motivated partly by Chris Priest’s

GUFF Winners

Year Delegate
1979 John Foyster

1981 Joseph Nicholas

1984 Justin Ackroyd

visit to Australia and by the British
1979 Worldcon. Originally intended
as a one-off for Seacon,it took off like

so many temporary things and be-
came an irregular fixture in the

fannish calendar.

As with TAFF the next race has not

yet started, so you can relax fora

while knowing that no-one is going
to pester you to vote. However those
two letters FF are a give away. They
will be seeking your moneyto build

up the fan fund. Paul Kincaid will be

trying various fundraising tactics and

will have back issuesof his trip news-

letter GUFFaw. This containslots
about GUFF. For extra information or
just to give them moneyfind and talk
to Paul, Jean and Eric.

Convention attended

Seacon, Brighton, UK-Worldcon

Advention ’81, Adelaide-NatCon

Channelcon, Brighton, UK-British National

Convention (Eastercon)

1985 Eve Harvey

1987 Irwin Hirsh

1989 Roelof Goudriaan

1990 Roman Orszanski

1992 Eva Hauser

1995 Jan Gunn & Karen

Pender-Gunn

1999 Paul Kincaid

2001 Jean Webber and
Eric Lindsay

Aussiecon Two, Melbourne-Worldcon

Conspiracy °87, Brighton, UK-Worldcon

Swancon 14, Perth-NatCon

Confiction, The Hague, The Netherlands-
Worldcon

Syncon ’92, Sydney-NatCon

Intersection, Glasgow, UK-Worldcon

Aussiecon 3, Melbourne-Worldcon

Paragon, Hinckley,UK-British National
Convention (Eastercon)
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21st Century Eastercon

This article is in the Programme

Book of the 52nd Eastercon, Para-

gon, whichis also the first Eastercon

of the 21st Century. The 2002 con-

vention has already been decided

and Helicon 2 will take place in Jer-

sey, the third time the Eastercon has

been there. The Eastercon as a dis-

tinct event has a continuoushistory

stretching back to 1948 (or even

1937 if the scope is widened). Since

1977 the con has attracted between

800 and 1000 fans, once going above

1500 and in general declining in

numbers only when there is a UK

Worldcon the sameyear. Last year’s

Eastercon in Glasgow attracted

just over 1000 fans. These facts

would suggest that the institution of

the Eastercon remains strong and

should have a long future.

However, at the time of writing of this

article there are no bidders for the

2003 Eastercon. Now it may well be

that, as with many fannish activities,

a 2003 bid is being quietly assem-

bled and will appear at the bidding

session at Paragon. Even in the event

that one does not, then the two-year

Eastercon site selection process

meansthat at the bidding session

next year in Jersey there will be

another chance for a 2003 bid to

emerge.

I wonder whether that will happen

andI’d like to consider that there is a

systematic problem with the way that

Eastercons are currently organised.

This may require us to take action

now and for those who wish to see

the Eastercon continue as the UK   

Vincent Docherty

primary SF convention to stand up

and take a moreactiverole.

If we look back to its origins then, in

general, the Eastercon has always

been targetted primarily at fans with

a literary interest in SF. Uptill the

late 1970s the con also had a focus

on fans whose main fannish activities

revolved around fanzines. There was

also, for many years, a formal

relationship with the BSFA, though

only the BSFA Awards and AGM now

remain as part of the Eastercon.

With the influx of fans following the

boom in film and TV SFin the late

1970s and early 1980’s the

Eastercon became morepluralistic

and the programme larger and more

diverse, though with a continuing

central focus on active participation,

literary SF and with a strong science

element, in contrast with the emer-

gence of media-focussed conventions

which have been more commercial

and deliver a product to customers.

The fannish/fanzine component of

Eastercon has remained but not as

the central part of the programme.

During the 1990’s this trend contin-

ued, with in some cases a direct

contest between fans who wished the

Eastercon to retain its older, more

focussed scope and those who sup-

ported a ‘broad church’ approach,

the latter coming to dominate. An

excellent summary of this evolution

is given in an article by Mike Scott in

his fanzine Zorn. You can read that

article by contacting Mike or reading

it online at
http:www.moose.demon.co. uk/zorn/

zorn_issue_1l.htm



Paragon Programme Book The Future 49
 
 

and I don’t intend to summarize it

here. Myinterest is in the group of
active fans who nowlargely organise

and run the Eastercon and whether

they retain sufficient numbers and

enthusiasm to ensure the Easter-

con’s further existence. My conten-

tion is, with the many alternatives for

SF related activity (now that SF has

effectively won the culture war) cou-

pled with the use of the Internet/

WWW whichoffers a different way for

fans to interact with each other, that

the pool of fans willing and able to

run an Eastercon is diminishing.

Anotherissue that has to be consid-

ered is the size of the event and the

available sites where it can be held.

The favoured approach has been to

base the convention programme and

the rooms of as many fans as possi-
ble in a single hotel, using overflow

hotels for accommodation, although

sometimes also for con functions. In

general this remains the model even

in a time of increasing availability of

convention centres and competition

for hotels (which in part justified the

move to 2-year bidding in 1987,

which could be another article com-

pletely). In the Seventies and Eight-

ies this was largely possible as the
Eastercon’s 800-1000 fans could

usually be accommodated with 300-

400 hotel bedrooms. With the ageing

of fandom the demand for rooms has

grown and a requirement for 500-

600+ rooms is becoming more usual.

Unfortunately this has hit the prob-

lem of the small numberofsites in

the UK which can handle the num-

bers. I suspect that the result has

been for the samesites to be (over)

used and alternatives moredifficult

to find or possibly, to be considered.

Should there be no bidders at the

2003 Bid Session at Paragon (and

possibly even if there are), my pro-

posal is that we should discuss these

issues and in particular the scope of

con we want, the availability of sites

and of potential committee members.

My suggestion is that we ask for

volunteers from those attending the

bid session who will be tasked with

looking into these issues in

more detail and to come back either

at Novacon or in Jersey in 2002 with,

as a minimum,proposals for specific

sites and volunteers to run the

events. The volunteers (who could be

organised into smaller groups) would

not be committing themselves to

running future Eastercons (though

that would be fine of course) but

rather to finding the fans whowill.

I hope there will be sufficient interest

in following through with this. My

impression of recent Easterconsis

that fewer people are involved and

fewer serious bids have comefor-

ward. I rememberthe bidding ses-

sion for the 1991 Eastercon where

the spoof bid won on thefirst count,

but after frenzied discussion (and not

a little hysteria by some) a recount

was held and the serious bid won

(though general feedback is that the

resulting con was not very success-

ful). If we wish to avoid this becoming

the norm, to have an ongoing event

called the Eastercon, with

a

lively,

innovative programmeand a thriving

base of fans to organise and partici-

pate in it, then let’s consider how we

will ensure that it actually happens!
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Early Conventions
1937 Leeds

1938 London

1939 London

1943 Leicester

1944 London

Eastercons

b
o
m

o
O
O
N
D
A
G
A
®

10
1]
12
13
14

1948 London

1949 London

1951 London

1952 London

1953 London
1954 Manchester

1955 Kettering

1956 Kettering
1957 Kettering

1958 Kettering
1959 Birmingham

1960 London

1961 Gloucester

1962 Harrogate

1963 Peterborough
15 1964 Peterborough
16 1965 Birmingham
17 1966 Yarmouth

18
19
20
Zi
BA
23
24
25
26
27 1976 Manchester

28
29
30

1967 Bristol

1968 Buxton

1969 Oxford

1970 London

1971 Worcester

1972 Chester

1973 Bristol

1974 Newcastle

1975 Coventry

1977 Coventry

1978 Heathrow

1979 York

31 1980 Glasgow
32 1981 Leeds

Midvention

Eastercon

Whitcon

Festivention

Loncon

Coroncon

Supermancon

Cytricon

Cytricon IT

Cytricon III
Cytricon IV
Brumcon

LXIcon

Ronvention

Bulleon

Repetercon

Brumcon II

Yarcon

Briscon

Thirdmancon

Galactic Fair

Scicon '70

Eastercon 22

Chessmancon

OMPAcon

Tynecon

Seacon

Mancon 5
Eastercon '77

Skycon

Yorcon

Albacon

Yorcon II

Bertram Chandler

Forrest Ackerman; Lyell Crane

John Russell Fearn

E. J. 'Ted' Carnell; Don Ford

Kingsley Amis
Tom Boardman

Edmund Crispin

Ted Tubb

Harry Harrison

Ron Whiting

John Brunner

Ken Bulmer
Judith Merril
James Blish

Ethel Lindsay; Anne McCaffrey

Larry Niven

Samuel R. Delany
Bob Shaw; Peter Weston

Harry Harrison

Peter Roberts; Robert Silverberg

John Bush

Roy Kettle; Robert Sheckley

Graham and Pat Charnock;

Richard Cowper

Jim Barker; Colin Kapp

Tom Disch; Dave Langford; Ian

Watson
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33 1982 Brighton
34 1983 Glasgow

35 1984 Brighton

36 1985 Leeds
37 1986 Glasgow
38 1987 Birmingham

39 1988 Liverpool

40 1989 Jersey

41 1990 Liverpool

42 1991 Glasgow

43 1992 Blackpool

44 1993 Jersey

45 1994 Liverpool

46 1995 London

47 1996 Heathrow

48 1997 Liverpool

49 1998 Manchester

50 1999 Liverpool
51 2000 Glasgow

52 2001 Hinckley

53 2002 Jersey

Channelcon

Albacon II

Seacon '84

Yorcon III

Albacon III

BECCON'87

Follycon

Contrivance

Eastcon

Speculation

Illumination

Helicon

Sou'Wester

Confabulation

Evolution

Intervention

Intuition

Reconvene

2Kon

Paragon

Helicon 2

Angela Carter; John Sladek
Marion Zimmer Bradley;
Avedon Carol; James White

Pierre Barbet; Waldemar Kumming;

Josef Nesvadba; Chris Priest;

Roger Zelazny
Greg Benford; Linda Pickersgill
Joe Haldeman; John Jarrold

Chris Atkinson; Keith Roberts

Gordon Dickson; Gwyneth Jones;

Greg Pickersgill; Len Wein
Avedon Carol; Rob Hansen;

M. John Harrison; Don Lawrence;

Anne McCaffrey
Iain Banks; Anne Page; SMS
Rob Holdstock

Geoff Ryman; Paul McAuley;

Pam Wells

John Brunner; George R. R. Martin;

Karel Thole; Larry van der Putte
Diane Duane; Neil Gaiman;

Barbara Hambly; Peter Morwood

Lois McMaster Bujold; Roger

Robinson; Bob Shaw

Jack Cohen; Colin Greenland;

Paul Kincaid; Bryan Talbot;

Maureen Kincaid Speller;
Vernor Vinge
Brian Aldiss; Octavia Butler;

David Langford; Jon Bing
Ian McDonald; Martin Tudor;

Connie Willis

Peter Beagle; John Clute; Jeff Noon

Guy Gavriel Kay; Katherine Kurtz;

Deborah Turner-Harris

Stephen Baxter; Claire Brialey,

Lisanne Norman; Mark Plummer;

Michael Scott Rohan

Brian Stableford; Harry Turtledove;

Peter Weston
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Me and the Hanover

About 15 years ago Judy and I were
driving along the A5 when in the
middle of nowhere we spied this

strange oasis and palace beside the
road. Thirsty for enlightenment and
for a beer, we went in - and promptly
found ourselves at an Eggers conven-

tion.

Eggers are those craftspeople who,

with tiny saws and manicure scissors

and emery boards (and miniature

hinges andcordsof silk gimp and
diamond dust and seed pearls and

ribbons and lace and velvet,etc),
convert hen and goose andostrich

eggs into bedecorated latticed grottos

where cherubsposepertly or
Fragonardladies sit on a swing. Or

into a bit of Disneyland. Or what-

ever. Kitsch run rampant.

Now,at the time, I was working on

what became mytripartite story

called “Stalin’s Teardrops,” about the

KGB department which falsifies

maps and abouthowareasofalter-

native reality come into existence.

What would the third, concluding

part of the story focus on? Eyeing

the products of the Eggers, I quickly

spotted the Russian connection - for

did not Carl Fabergé, court jewellers

to the Tsars, create bejewelled golden

eggs? Soon I was writing my conclu-

sion, “The Cult of the Egg,” about

Russian Egger-witches,all thanks to

that quirky event at the Hanover.

A decade later I found myself won-

dering - as one does - what would

happen if, while driving around, you

saw by the roadside a Roman

 

Ian Watson

centurion displaced in time. This led

to my 1997 novel "Oracle".

What more suitable road to find your

Roman by than the AS, Watling

Street, the old Roman road stretch-

ing from London to North Wales?

What better time should the

Centurion hail from than 60 AD?

That was when Boudicca’s revolt was

suppressed, the big battle probably

taking place quite nearto, let’s see,

present-day Hinckley.

If you meet a Romanit’s quite a good

idea to be able to speak a bit of Latin.

Invoke a conference funded by Brus-

sels money about the prospects for

machine translation. All sorts of

linguists are present, including my

main chap, a lapsed Catholic from

Ulster who might have entered the

priesthood (so he learnt Latin), and a

Finnish woman devoteeof Latin (the

Finns actually broadcast the news

once a week in Latin). Where would

you hold a conference somewhere

near Hinckley? Bingo, Chapter 2 of

Oracle is set in what I call the

Hinkley Pool Hotel. Yes, dear reader

(and proofreader), despite the ump-

teen times I have looked at roadsigns

etc etc, I left the “c” out of Hinckley.

(Well, it is quite a long way from the

sea. Though there’s that massive

statue of Poseidon in the lobby...)

What observations did I make about

the Hanover in Oracle? Page 11:

“Damned uncomfortable little chairs

in the bar, like padded buckets

which cramped you tight...”
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The published membership lists for Paragon always use badge names if you have

given us one. Weprefer to have your real name(it gets interesting taking Lord Zog

of the Hairy Knees to casualty because of a bar rugby accident in costume) but we

take the view that your badgename is how you want to be publicly known. If you

have chosen a badgenamethat is a variation on your real name the name may

occur in apparently the wrong place in thislist.

This list was correct on 30° March.

Membership codes.

A 60
A 630
A 56
A 340

A 672
A 43

A657
A 678
A 387
A179
A 180
A 42
A 70
A 540
A 507

A 509

A 266
A 2605

A adult

Yar

Geir Aalberg

Michael Abbott

Dawn Abigail

Abraham

Andrew A. Adams

Adelheid
Alan

Aletia

Lissa Allcock

Philip Allcock
Paul Allwood

Brian Ameringen
Chris Amies

Simon Amos

Anders Prime

Diane Anderson

John Anderson

G guest J junior

A 393

A297
S 168

A 464

A 222
A315
A316
A 407
A550
A 503
A 504
A 584

A33

A 182

A 609

Ellen T.
Andresen
Andrew

Linnéa

Anglemark
David Angus

aRJay
Andy Armstrong
Helen Armstrong
Sion Arrowsmith
Erik Arthur

Caroline Asher
Neal Asher
Sandy Auden
Margaret Austin

Jon Axtell

Jonathan
Baddeley

I infant

 

 
 

Page 13: “This whole place could
have been a soothing, seductive air-

port lounge, utterly disconnected

from the farmland nearby...” Hmm.

But we don’t wish to cavil about this

fine hotel which has caused two bits

of my writing to come into being

(unless thatis, in itself, a reason for

caviling). Before the coming of the

great Paragon something science-

fictional already happened at this

venue,at least so far as I’m con-

cerned. The Stars My Destination?

On the contrary: The Hanover, My

Inspiration!

A52
A 638

A 637

A312
A 165

A 234
Gi
A 352
A 274
A 597
A27

A53
C518
A 188

A 673

A 140
A488

A 143
A621

A 133
A 89
A493
A 388
A553

A554

A 255
A 334

A 336
A 397

A 424

A 506
A217
A 528

A218

A214
A 287
A 166

A 323
A 322

A90

Amanda Baker

Barbara

Ballantyne
Tony Ballantyne

Barbara-Jane

Trevor Barker

Andrew Barton

Stephen Baxter
bazooka

Covert Beach

Mary Beaird
Chris Bell

DougBell
Rowen Bell

Alan Bellingham

Ben

Jess Bennett

Austin Benson

Meike Benzler

Johannes H Berg

Micheal Bernardi

Tony Berry
Betsy Wollheim

Bill

Elizabeth

Billinger
Paul Billinger

Bjorn
Blackie

Paul Blackwell

Jaap Boekestein

Hans-Ulrich
Boettcher

Sandra Bond

Duncan Booth
Booth

Judy Booth

Susan Booth

Robbie Bourget
Chris Boyce

Jill Bradley
Phil Bradley

Simon Bradshaw

C child S supporting

X committee (to distinguish from child, a difficult call sometimes)

A 684
A 288

A241
G4

A5dl

A 655
A515
A 284

A514
A 590
A276
A 458

A231
A519

A 693
A 242

AQ1

A145
A 253

A 144
A 14

A211
A459

A 294

A 583

I 535
I 534

A29
A377
A 299

I 688

J 569
A 107
A 439
A 664
A171

A 580

David Brain

Michael

Braithwaite

John Bray
Claire Brialey

Gordon W Brignal

Keith Brooke
Barbara Brooks

Christopher
Brooks

Ian Brooks

Eric Brown

John Brown
Molly Brown

Su Brown

Tanya Brown

Robert Bryson
E.D. Buckley

Bug
Bill Burns
Jackie E Burns

Mary Burns

Roger Burton

West

Andrew M Butler

Brandon
Butterworth

Chris

Butterworth

Marion Fiona

Byott

Jonathan Cain

Marianne Cain

Steve Cain

Cal
Simon Callan

Calvin

Cam
K.I.M. Campbell
Caro

Cassandra

Cathy Easthope

ceb
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A548 Arthur Chappell A37 Guy Dawson A690 Jo Fletcher A612 James A. Hartley

A641 Mark Charsley A38 Sue Dawson A169 Flick A261 Eve Harvey

A578 Chris A338 Robert Day A252 Ronan Flood A260 John Harvey

A273 Chris A542 Dayle $17 Mike Ford A389 Susie Haynes

A624 Chris A432 DC A573 Lynn A151 Andy Hayton

A425 Christi A142 Jim de Liscard Fotheringham A36 Julian Headlong

A382 Christine A92 Simon Dearn A436 Jon Fowler I 687 Heather

A409 Ewan Chrystal A66 Giulia DeCesare A437 Sam Fowler S 469 Anders

A422 Graham Clark A562 Jeremy Dennis A413 Foz Hedenlund

A19 Dave Clements A355 Ben Dessau A26 Sue Francis A537 Jasper Hedger

A564 John Clute A 164 Zoe Deterding- A566 Alison Freebairn A221 Martin Heitlager

A565 Judith Clute Barker A607 Dave French A415 Helen

A58 Catriona Coast A320 Martin Dickson A608 Shirley French A532 Judi Hemsley

A483 Michael Cobley A50 Vincent Docherty A123 AndersFrihagen A531 Zandy Hemsley

A176 Peter Cohen A417 Chris Donaldson A72 Gwen Funnell A671 Henry’s Mum

A581 Colin A390 Paul Dormer X106 Nigel Furlong J 381 Alex Hepple

A103 Noel Collyer C572 Doug X330 Sabine Furlong A379 Neil Hepple

A680 Chris Conway A8 Fran Dowd A574 G Coune A380 Sue Hepple

A185 Chris Cooper X7 John Dowd A394 Gabriela A461 Rick Hewett

X351 DavidT. Cooper A385 Tara Dowling- A212 Jim Gallagher A421 Hex

A350 Jane Cooper Hussey A606 Fred Gambino A59 David Hicks

A186 Kate Cooper A411 Dr Bob A167 Peter T. Garratt A472 Chris Hill

I 333 Matthew Cooper A283 Dr Tones A378 Gav A177 Geoff Hill

A277 Steve Cooper A465 Dragonsfire.co.uk A587 George A471 Penny Hill

C332 William Cooper A661 Terry Drury A335 Joe Gibbons A392 Martin Hoare

A308 Keith Cosslett A208 David Drysdale A492 Sheila E. Gilbert A710 Robert

A251 EM Costelloe A41 Judith Faul A695 John Gilbertson Hodkinson

A634 Deirdre Dumont A694 Paul Gilbertson A225 MaryAnn

Counihan I 667 Rhea Dumont A556 Anna Gomez Hollingsworth

A633 Elizabeth A406 Owen Dunn Lagerléf A213 Marina Holroyd

Counihan A153 Dyrewulfe A555 Carolina Gomez A523 Sidsel Horvei

A593 Jon Courtenay A178 Roger Earnshaw Lagerléf A 224 Simon Hovell

Grimwood A34 Martin A 647 Victor Gonzalez A137 Malcolm

A517 Marie Cousens Easterbrook A591 Clare Goodall Hutchison

A632 Gary Couzens A205 EddieCochrane A623 Niall Gordon I 245 Michael Ibbs

A235 Chris Cowan A426 Laurie Edlund A358 Robert Gorman I 246 Thomas Ibbs

A289 Robert Coward A527 Lilian Edwards S 307 Roy Gray A325 Marcia Kelly

A183 Adrian Cox A207 Lynn Edwards A195 Greywolf Illingworth

A611 Cardinal Cox A15 Sue Edwards A339 Steve Grover A119 Tim Illingworth

A21 Dave Cox A124 Michael Ehrt A114 Guinness A484 Simon Ings

A305 Cuddles A&86 Eira A247 Urban A390 Ian Jackson

A561 Damian Cugley A239 Elaine Gunnarsson A367 Nicholas Jackson

A697 Michael Cule A662 Ellen A319 Shobah A525 Jaffa

A127 Tony Cullen A282 Herman Guzadhur A67 Edward James

A206 Rafe Culpin Ellingsen A486 Peter Gwilliam A404 James

A627 David Curl A302 Dave Ellis A408 Gytha A9

—

Rhodri James

A449 D’rew A391 Sean Ellis A511 Helen Hall C570 Jamie

A640 Jennie Dailey - AG6A‘9 Elvis A703 Peter G. R. A372 Jan

O’Cain A707 Udo Emmerich Hamilton A677 Jane

A306 John Dallman A232 Ian Emsley A505 Kay Hancox A454 John Jarrold

A93 Julia Daly A551 Andy England A210 Dave Hardy A560 Ben Jeapes

A398 Mike Damesick A370 EP J 474 Alexander Hardy- A586 Steve Jeffery

J 487 Danger Mouse A209 Fangorn Forsyth A479 Jenny

A510 Al Darragh A170 FanTom A473 Tom Hardy- A272 Jenny

A76 Malcolm Davies A342 Janet Figg Forsyth A419 John Edward

A108 Steve Davies A343 Mike Figg A216 Martin Harlow Rupik

A686 Davina A628 Dave Finch A594 DominicHarman A516 John R.

A538 Davo A158 Colin Fine A82 John Harold A362 Jeremy Johnson

A259 Martyn Dawe A193 Brian Flatt A541 Colin Harris A 337 JoJo
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A485 Gwyneth Jones A280 Mad Elf A291 Steve Mowbray A94_ Sherrie Powell

A344 Marsha E. Jones A146 Nicholas A659 Sue Mowbray A601 MarcusPratt

A24 Sue Jones Mahoney A25 Caroline A296 Ceri Pritchard

A 230 Dick Jude A696 Chris Malme Mullan A536 Lorraine

A631 KA A412 Mandy Alo Chris Murphy Pritchard

A444 Kail Runesmith A423 Marisa A603 Murphy’s A401 Marion Naomi

A150 Kari A248 Mark F Bailey Lawyer Pritchard

A592 Simon Kavanagh A227 Craig Marnoch A149 Phil Nanson A402 Steve Pritchard

A500 Mark Kelly A295 Keith Martin A456 Darren Nash A670 Judith Proctor

A543 Ken A414 Martin A457 Michelle Nash A669 Kelvin Proctor

A226 Richard A650 Martin A588 Navarth A675 Liam Proven

Kennaway A699 Mary A636 Hazel Newman A579 Purple Pixie

C571 Kenny A78 Sue Mason A635 Robert A595 Debbie Quainton

A705 Morag Kerr A491 Matthew Newman A544 Random Logic

A410 Peter Kievits A374 Janet Maughan A298 Nikkums A369 Danielle Ray

A508 Jane Killick A373 Robert Maughan A629 Rune Nilsen A189 Colette Reap

A 349 Paul Kincaid A656 Mavis Cruet A102 Nojay A429 Douglas Reay

A69 Maureen Kincaid A610 Janetta Maxwell A256 Andrew A708 Thomas

Speller A368 Alistair Maynard Norcross Recktenwald

A643 Vicki King A111 Catherine G3 Lisanne A706 David Redd

A117 Tim Kirk McAulay Norman A204 Peter Redfarn

A 148 Paul Knibbs A240 Alistair A304 Roderick A341 Michael Rennie

A 238 Alice Kohler McCullough O’Hanlon A481 Anders

A521 Zanne Labonville A356 Rory McLean A263 Dave O'Neill Reutersward

A130 Karin Lagesen A371 Scotty McLeod A452 Ken O'Neill J 482 Patrik

A22 David Laight A32 Alex McLintock A23 Chris O'Shea Reutersward

A80_ Christina Lake A13 Pat McMurray A83 Krystyna A625 Alastair Reynolds

A20 Dave Lally C683 Aidan McNelis Oborn A318 Pat Reynolds

A122 Dave Langford C682 Alex McNelis A416 Paul Oldroyd A317 Trevor Reynolds

A665 Kris Laverack A681 Paul McNelis A223 Sue Oliver A700 Richard

A420 Peter Lavery I 237 Hazel Meades A 604 Omega A526 Richard

X6 Alice Lawson I 668 Leo Meades A321 Oscar A496 Andy Richards

X100 Steve Lawson A236 Rob Meades $557 Paul Paolini A109 John Richards

A582 Michelle Le Blanc A64 John Meaney A275 Arwel Parry A31_ Julie Faith Rigby

A30_ Erhard Leder A65 Yvonne Meaney A443 Brian Parsons A 134 Dave M Roberts

A290 Lesley I 605 Mei-chan A243 Joan Paterson A135 Estelle Roberts

A199 Liam A187 Melusine A220 Andrew Patton A689 Mark Roberts

A545 Linda A68 Farah A614 Tricia Peak A685 Nick Robinson

A645 Eric Lindsay Mendlesohn A250 Ped A203 Roger Robinson

A599 Mike Llewellyn A293 John Meredith A113 Bernard Peek A651 Rod

A460 Alistair Lloyd A383 Michael A 347 Mali Perera A477 Roger P

A 267 Hans K Loose A375 Miche A613 Tommy A257 Mic Rogers

A357 Lor A639 Michelle Persson A 327 Tony Rogers

A396 Lord Vorcampbel A547 China Miéville A679 Pete R A126 Steve Rogerson

A 434 Karin Lundwall J 366 Andrew Miller A328 Pete the Pete A522 Roo

A577 Helen Lythgoe A365 Ray Miller A 354 Heather Petty A268 Howard

A575 M Coune A467 Miller Lau A62 Rog Peyton Rosenblum

A376 M@ A57_ Nick Mills A660 Phandom of A269 June

A105 Peter Mabey A360 Mobbsy the Opera Rosenblum

A552 Meredith A 447 Mike Molloy A152 Val Phillips C270 Michelle

MacArdle A533 Angelina Moore A589 Gregory Rosenblum

A361 Duncan A602 Chris Moore Pickersgill A466 David Row

MacGregor A558 Cheryl Morgan A576 Tessa Pirnie A101 Marcus

A674 Gary Mackie A201 Chris Morgan A18_ Philip Plumbly Rowland

A 644 Alasdair Mackin A200 Pauline Morgan G5 Mark Plummer A97 Yvonne Rowse

tosh A 292 Tim Morley A174 Pompino the A600 Ruh

A654 Heather A546 Morningstar Kregoyne A468 Simon Russell

MacLaren A99 Carol Morton A138 Beluga Post A539 Jessica Rydill

A 395 Bobby A98 Tony Morton A303 Silas Potts A529 Samedhi

MacLaughlin |
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A626 Josette A520 Adrian Snow- A271 Marc ter Horst S 658 ‘Very

Sanchez don A431 Kluggers The A585 Vikki Lee

A196 Lena Sarah A233 Kate Soley Barred A494 Wag

A162 Sarita Barton A258 The Jade Demon A324 David B. Wake

S$ 495 Andy Sawyer A75 Kate Solomon A399 The Pewterscribe A281 Nick Walker

A622 Keith Scaife A331 Ian Sorensen A499 The Talking Dead A192 Mark W.Waller

A228 Alison Scott A470 Liz Sourbut A489 The Wombat A74 Huw Walters

A100 Mike Scott A692 Simon Spanton A512 David Thomas A73 Peter Wareham

A648 Deborah Scott A310 Michael Spiller A433 JeanThompson A427 Warren

Rohan A285 Square Bear A559 Throgg the A598 Freda Warrington

G2

=

Mike Scott A620 Lennart Staflin Despicable A653 Ian Watson

Rohan A453 Jesper Stage A676 Kirsty Thunem A301 Robert Watt

A666 Bob Shaw A184 James Steel A709 Nan Tibbetts A 194 Wearable

A704 Anne A262 Andrew A244 Tibs Starscapes

Shephard Stephenson A 698. Tim J 348 Alan Webb

A386 Dan Sheppard A191 Susan Stepney A478 TJ A346 Gerry Webb

J 197 Tom Sherlock A403 Steve A462 Tobes A646 Jean Webber

A215 Jean Sheward A160 BarbaraStewart A530 Tom Arden A642 Jon Weir

A154 Linda Shipman A279 David Stewart A254 Dave Tompkins J49 Karen Westhead

A157 Gavin A159 John Stewart A441 Alison A47 Kathy Westhead

Shorrock A615 John E. Stith Tompkinson A46 Mike Westhead

A156 Ina Shorrock AS4 Chris Stocks A440 Neil Tompkinson J48 Peter Westhead

A104 Mike Siddall A549 Anne Stokes C442 Rachel A96 Eileen Weston

A430 Sigma A455 Mike Stone Tompkinson A35 Peter Weston

A278 Neil Simpson A476 Stormwindz A524 Allan Toombs A79 Laura Wheatly _

A286 Mark Sinclair A363 June Strachan A384 Barry Traish A446 Elda Wheeler

A691 Nicola Sinclair A249 LarsStrandberg A488 Tre A190 Charles Whyte

A175 Sally Sinclair A128 GaryStratmann A71 Paul Treadaway A202 Janet Wilkins

A501 Martin A129 LindaStratmann A141 Chris Tregenza A445 Bridget

Sketchley A131 Marcus Streets A448 Neal Tringham Wilkinson

A502 Rosaleen A132 Rae Streets A568 Trish A563 Alex Williams

Sketchley A513 Stuart A652 Trish A490 Neil Williamson

A567 Skyedoc A596 Subi A359 Lennart Uhlin A435 Phil Willis

A638 Ken Slater A428 Anne Sudworth A400 Unicorn A329 Anne Wilson

A181 Mark Slater A353 Sue A173 Valerie A405 Martin Wisse

A136 Frank R Smith A702 Alan Sullivan A418 Jan van t Ent A198 Woad Warrior

A95 Martin Smith A463 Neil Summerfield A125 Larry van der All Alan Woodford

A314 Dan Smithers A663 Susan Putte A 264 Anne Woodford

A450 Jane Smithers A172 Chris Suslowicz A498 Marion van der C619 Dewi Wyn

A313 Lucy Smithers I 326 Charlotte Taylor Voort A616 Marion Wyn

A451 Smitty A480 Graham Taylor A497 Richard van der C618 Robin Wyn

A364 SMS A121 Ian Taylor Voort A617 Sion Wyn

A309 Dag-Erling A120 Kathy Taylor A701 Olexandr A311 Ben Yalow

Sm@rgrav A112 Teddy Vasylkivsky A300 Mark Young
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Articles were provided by The Guests of Honour, Ilan Watson and Vincent Docherty. Lisanne

some not used but much appreciated. JD) Mark Plummer

the cartoon on page 41. Other material was

John would like to thank all the contributors, Alice for her inimitable support, Frances Dowd

and Julia Daly for their help in oh so many ways and Geoff Wilkinson and his team at Shef-
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A special thanks to Mark Hickman of Ultima Computer Services Rotherham for emergency

translation of a Macintosh Zip disk.  
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