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HEIDOON = 1948,

AFans -« 6 ye Vie w,- by Vincent Clarke. -

There must have been something in the efficiency of prayer, for Saturday, May 15th,
the day of the Whitcon, brought justthe weather that we wanted --- a clear sky,
a blazing sun, and a temperature up in the70's, << S

After a cheerful busy norming, packing books, mags, want lists, eto., I had an ear
ly dinner, sntrained for central London, and arrived outside leicester Sa, » Under
ground Station punctually at half past two. I met collector - dealer Fred Brown at
the entrance, & we decoded into the depths. A psychic aura and a feeling of tension
in one corner of the booking hall indicated the prwence of either deros or fans,
and on going over we weve greeted by John Newnan, Convention Organiser, and fans
Jimny Clay snd Jim Burch. Some fans hadalready departed on bookehunting and ex-
ploration trips, so after the arrival of two more fans whowere strangers to us,
they, Jim Burch, send ‘nyself went out into the sunshine cf Charing Grogs Road to
commence Our own tour of the bookshops; Ifred went off to the pictures, preferably -
to see ‘No Orchids for Miss Blandish'; end the other two stayed to meet late arri-

_ Except for the book of a play, "THE BRAIN', which Jim Burch found, we encountered
no really ‘offetrail'! items, and Foyles, which we penetrated.in the company of
author = f an Syd Bounds who had joined us half-way along the read, also proved

_ darren, aithough we got some amisement from finding such titles: as !THR. OUTSITER', ©
OUT OF THE SILENCE', ‘THE RED “LANET', “TDARKNESS AND THE DAYN!, eto», all of —
which were strictly non-fantasy. Pive o'clook found a gradually increasing group
‘outside Lyons Corner~House, ineluding Newnan and Clay again, Peter Hawkins, and so
many new faces that I quite lost track of- names. Fourteen of us sat down at ad=
Joining tables for tea, and s«f fan- B18. tnewber Prank Peers brought in another
half-dozen later, ae ee paar ;

As we finished tea, we mde our way, in small parties, to the ‘WHITH HORSH', venue
of the "LONDON CIRCLE’ meetings, wehre thesaloon bar gradually filledwith ohatter=
ing fans, whose clamour temporarily drowned the incessant ringing of a bellin a
near-by office, which might have been sounding in celebration, but was probably a
short~slrouited buglar alarm,

Tt was amazing how my fans not connected with the 'CIRCLE'. turned up ==« fartoo
many to meet individually. Tye feminine element was there, represented by fanette _
Miss Bradley of Chathan, the wifes of Carnell, Chapman, Chandler, Duncombe, Gillings,

> and Temple, and the fiance of Don Doughty, who is to be. married next month, and who
was thus introduced to the strange oompany her hushend =to-be keeps for the first
‘time. Another firsttimer was Ronnie Gillings, Valter's son, who is guite an enthu-

- Silastic fan, : - ae
' At halfepast six, with the bell still ringing, we trooped upstairs to a prepared

room, Striking decoration was providéd by originuls of ‘TALES OF WONDER! covers
arranged around the walls, several advertising posters of horror films, originalsfrom ‘NEW WORLDS', and other fantastic illustrations, At the back, a piano. and tablewere covered with a cuantity of mags, books, and illustrations for the auction,whilst in various corners, other siall tables bore current mags lent by Newnan andBounds, various oddities such as old fan mags, and an old 'CHUMS' with an s-f cover,and. & number of 'FANTASY RuVIEWS', and propaganda thereof. Stretching down one sideof the room were the buffet tables, laden with various kinds of sandwiches, cakes
and tarts. — eee : : eae
The five or six rows of chairs were soon filled, and Walter Gillingsteok his seat asGhajdrman, flanked byChandler, Carnell, Newman, and A,C. Clarke, .
My, Gillings ‘opened the proceedings bygiving a brief resume of the various fan
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gatherings that had taken place in “thas country, and of the ok of the
‘LONDONCIRCLE' into a regular weekly meeting. He then introduced authors
Chandler, Temple and Clarke, and mentioned that the latter had e nunber of
stories coming infuture 'Astoundings! =
He expressed pleasure at seeing so many present, not only the old Pans, sane

of whom had attended the pre-war meetings, but a number of new faces also,
There had been sone talk of starbing a new fan association, and he thought
that.it was, in genoral, up to the new fans to show what they could dos Tpe

- question would be brought up for discussion Pee in the evening if there Was
‘time for its
John Newman then read out the names of fans oe arto unable to attend
personally, had sent good wishes arid donations, with special mentionof Lt. .
Ken Slate», now in Germany, who had sent $2 to buy drinks all round, (Loud
cheers, which again drowned the bell,) Ted Camell then took the floor, and
startedby recalling the difference between the first s-f convention held in
this country andthe present one, He and Wdlter Gillings hed gone to Leeds
to attend 1t, dn the SIAClubroom there, ‘the backroau of an alréady’condemned
house | (Laughter), War had broken’‘upfan ootivity in this country, andTed”
struck @ graver note as he ment Loned someofthe nissingfans, inoluding Sid

~ seen now & regularsoidier Living in APrion; and the late Maurice Hugi.
. ‘Pans Abroat!.led to the subject of the ‘BIG POND HUND'. This had been start~-
- ed by Amerioan fans for the purpose of providing the passage money for an’ Ey,glish
representative to attend the Last World S-F Convention in the States. Unfortunate+

ly, only half the money required Was collected in time, and the fund had
been held over, If fans were interested in having a representative, picked by
themselves, at next years convention, he thought that some sign should be made,
‘Or cash collected. so far wouldbe diverted oSwhere, ‘This again | called for

-. disoussion later,

y -quotati

Giving what was, to some, thé first news of the ces sation ‘of NEW WORLES,"Tea
' said that S~F publishing had been very unlucky in this sountrys It was’ obvious

what hadbeen wrong with ‘SCOOPS', the first s-f publication; the publishers
of TALES OF WONDER had been unable to develope it os Editor Gillings wanted, and
‘itvhbd been finished by the War; as had the pre-war FANTASY, whose editor had
only read a few of the contemporary .eeenies ; ens lacked the feesknow
ledge of its background history, \
Post-war, the publishors reluotance +o expend some of their diminished paper

GY PaNTASY had ended it. Pondulum, the publishers of NEWWORLDS ped other
‘Publications and a subsidary company which failed, and caused the company! s

_ bankruptoy. 'N,We itself, after a poor start, improved so much as to over
sell its 3rdissue before printing, andmany more copies could.have beehn'‘solde
At the moment» hovever, no publisher eould. be approached. ooncerning: a“new s=f

‘ Mapazines .
' Ted then went .on bh gove what is probably the . biggest news since TOW, pirst
_ Started, Four fans, Eric Williams, Ken Chapman, Valter Gillings, “and hinself,
_ had, during the last few deys discussed the idea cf publishing a. magazine them~ |
. Selves, The title rights to 'NEW WORLDS' had been acquired, there was a good deal
. Of material on han, and an artist had offered to athe 2 lustrations of Hee 4,
for nothing,
While :emphasising that the pagent was still verySy oth had béen,augened

, that a company be formed, with 2,000 x 5/m shares:available to’fans, Ted saw
~ nO, reason why, if the BRE A.S.F, sold 20.000 covics per iesue, anothen,magazine :
gouldn' ¢. be a success. The gathering was too informal for a business’ discussion,
but he would like to get the fans re-action to the proposal afterthe, buffet breaks
Ted here answered sore questions concerning probable sales ~(juding from NEW. a
WORLDS; should be. good); the stories ‘held. = (too English for the States)s the
shares~ Gipeie ones would be available); and various minor questions. .
He then finished with a few words about. books, ivhich he said were veryawkward
tO pet, "“TRIPLANETARY had started. coming in, apparently advancing from the
West, as he had letters tele of itsge onlyer oes eetcoun so far,

= E ss : : ee " ee
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but ‘WITHOUT SORCERY! was: held up by a printer's strike,Walter Gillings thenspoke veryenthusiastically of the: new project, althoughemphasising that it was still very much in @ preliminary stage. It was abouttime the fans rantheir own mag! po Sie = : oeArthurC, Clarke then combined his two hobbies by giving a brief, neat, speeghon the question 'Yhether S-F had beena g00d orbathing for Astronautios',In the early days, he said the B,1.S, had been ins«varable rron's=f, but timeshad changed, and members were now more interested inthe technical $ide than —in the philosophic aspects, === Ch ae : ea eeWells, Vorne, and others had spread the idea of interplanetary travel manyyears ago, and the serious Students of astronautios had also used s-f as avehicle for propaganda, Here s-f had been of great service. Arthur then re<called an incident: of an eninent mathematician who had attended a B.I.8,conferenoe with a suitcase bulging with what were presumed to be technicalpapers, but whichhad later been revealed to contain a number of ‘YONDER -STORTES'= (Laughter), Although bad, and juvenile s-f, such 1s Buck Rogers, —- ete,, had ‘cast a shadow on American rocket: research, in particular, on the whole, .although there were stains on its character, s-f had done good in breaking downpsychological barrierg of Opposition to astronautics, In future, I,P, s-f wouldhave to be more factual, cwing tothe technical advence in the theory of space~flight. oo ek = = eeeJohn Newman’then announced that more notice would be given of the next con=vention, and plans would be started about Xaastine, <Instead of the money fron the action going to the COSMO3 CLUB (LIBRARY ?), asoriginally intended, it had been sugesested that. it. be. put into the BIG PONDFUND instead, A show of hands was cilled for, and an overwhelming majority votedfor the suggestion. This, agin, would be discussed afterwards, Tt was proposedthat an outing in Kew Gardens should take place the next afternoon, and onyonewho caredto cane would be welcome in his house in the evenings A CONVENTIONBOOKLET was to be prepared, and everyone present would receive a copy. If wewould all sign ournameson the paper by the door, the Signatures would beincorporated inthe booklet, In finishing, thanks were given to Messrs. Gillings,“Carnell, and Chapman for distributing eonvention details.Ken Chapman then proposed avote of thanks to John for organisingthe oon,whioh was carried amid cheers: and clappings, hie es- Tt was 8-15, and the buffet interval began, The tables were surrounded by hungryfens, and a constant stream trudged. down stairs to get Ken Slater's round, anda few of their own, The bell was still Pinging, bed! it had becone an ordinary-baokground noise nov, Fens were sitting and Standing all over the place, eating, .drinking, talking, meeting old and new friends, etc.frank Fears was trying to get Miss Bradley to join the BeaWhitstable fan Tony Young was trying to draw some Sketches, but everyone keptrovings Some of us got a glimpse of the fabulous WEIRD TALES NO, 1; owned byPred Brown, Ken Johnson, North-sountry fan, who had’ come. down witnout makingarrangements for. the nightwas being promised a bed by Jim Clay, BaDozens of conversations were going on at orcc, Soe :And, in time, hunger and thirst assuaged, the chairs were sethered in a huge seni@_ Girele around one corner & the room, and the auction commenced. Ted Tubb, assist~edby Plumrideand Sandfield, was the auctioneer, and he scored agreat SUCCESS,causing much amsenent with his urging of the bidding, and various wise eracks,After a Pew WONDERS at Ball prices, Gillings and Carnell ren the bidding up to2/= for HOUSE OF THE BORDERLAND, .before Wally was struckwith a sudden doubtés to whether or nothe already had a copy, and Carnell secured it, Aftera |few more mags at low prices. & Set of AMAZING containing SKYLARK OF SPACE fetchedthe price of the book - 16/6, There was also some high bidding fo> two PF, F,M, 'scontaining FACE IN THE ABYSS and SNAKE MOTHER and they eventually went for 10/m,After a June: ')8 AMAZING - (a time-nachine Fetched this book said Tod), someWeird Tales (don't bother about the stories, look at the cover; ) and an As tound=ing with the first installment of SKYLARK of VALERGN (Technical coment of Quite -unsound! from A.C, Clarke anent the space=ship cover) ; amdxsd buneh, ine luding
ate
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ef MARVEL SCIBNOE STORIES, atopped the bell == at least, thats what Ted put its
ending down to; Tyme was growing short, and the tempo speeded. Two P,Bs, (SHIP|

Ss

OF ISHIAR) were followed by 'LO!', followedby Padgett's detective story =
'THE BRASS RING , (I haven't read it, says TED, but its excellent paper. ), &WAR |
OF THE WORLDS (Anyone get a small boy that they went to bring up the right way?),
THETIME STREAM caused a three-oornered match between bibliophiles Chapman, Syms,
end Carnell, the latter securing it, ee oes
Then 8 number of small lots, growing lergér in size, then a original nude (the
female beiag accompanied by a pensive -looking python) drew a number of ribald
remarks, ineluding Carnell's "Anyone got a small boy---?', it beoame apparent
that British fans set far less value‘on originals than do their American counter=
parts, and the sole T.0.W. oover original offered was bought by Gillings while
he was trying to boost bidding ! An original unpublished: soript byChandler,
and some originals from NEW WORLDS algo had few bids, and a final item, Ted
displayed 'a pile of Carnell!s pre-war fanemag/NEW WORLDS, and on calling out —
"6d each, The Noy + that didn't cane outd ' was immediately mobbed by a ‘dozen fans

amid much laughter, and emerged without a single copy in less than two minutes.
It was too late for the discussions now - past ten, and the WHITE HORS had to.

_ be vacated by half~past, sothe convention slowly broke up, with many 'for the
vroad', and John Newman reoeived everybody's congratulations, It was generally
agreed that another couple ¢ hours could easily have been used up, but,as it was, the
questions raised will have to be settled: by post and at the LONDON CIRCLE,

Helf a dozen of us went off to a oafe for a cup of coffee and'a final chat, and
i finally tip-toed indoors in the gmall hours, tired, but well satisfied that,: although so many British s-f mags have died, fandom, at least, is alive and grow
inet

Coe erereer D0000ascvcspeve

THE NERD FOR ORGANISATIONCoy HB Gy Tubb,

Tne WHITSON, if it did nothing else, proved the need for some form of organisation
_ between fans in this country,It was a remarkable achievement that so large aos
gathering was assenbled at such short notdoe, by the unaidedefforts of oneman, .
Tyis wes our secretary, John Newran,: and but for him there wouldhave beenno
eonvention. :

_ FIFTYFANSassembled forthe get together, and Pitty is hardly. representative of
, the vast rajority of lovers of solenoe fication who would no doubt have liked toattenc,
‘but who had no way of Imowing that a convention had been proposedand was under
way. How could they know ? Who was. to tell them ? And how oansuch a state of .
affairs be avoided in the future 7

WE heve no organisation at present to which science fiction lovers canturnfor —
information, Leip, and the obtaining of socialcontacts. We need onesWe want one,
But of those who went such a olub how many will take an aotive part in founding one?
tt has Ssen the curce of such organisations in the past that fans who want them,

“who are all for them, will not stir themsélves to get thems It is not for the:
older fans,those who have passed the first enthusiastic stage of clubbing t ocether,
to take the lead, These fans have done all that already . Who can blame them if
they now are content to let others, the younger readers, have their chance ?
Nothing succeeds like sucoess, and unfortunately, nothing fails like failure, The
record of past organisations has been one of failures Have the new fans, the newe
comers,into the field, anything new to offer ? ENTHUSIASM ig nof enough. It is -
necessary, we will neverorganise without it, but something more is neeceds The. .glamourof seeing your name in print, via a fan mg, The organising of reg:lar .meetings. The enjoyable conversations across atable; these are not sufficient
bo Found an oiganisation capable of living byond its originators, Apd unless.
a strong groundwork is laid, then the olub is deemed to failure. i
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THE ATLAS publicationof 4.S8,F. selis something Like 20,000 ISSUES» This means
that 20,000 people buy and read it, They buy it because they like it, How Bay
of those people are interested enough in science Fiction to want to delve deeper
into it Even a omservative estimate of 55 gives a thousand readers who would.
like to shere the benefits of organised famdgalpe need is there, the potential
members are there = whe will supplythe organisation to cater for them ¢

* All RHGULAR FANS willjoin such &n organisation, Fans are friendly folk. They Like
to meet others to whom they ean talk and be understood, they have proved this
in the past. Every roll of members of- every organisation that has existed, shows
much the sane membership, but this is not enoughs Most fans nowknow eachothers.
Tam talking about the older ones, those who have drifted into contact with each
other over the years, It is for the others, the newcomers, that the desperate need
for organisation is apparent, — : ‘

TAKE THE CAS? of the reader of about twenty yearsof ages “hen the war came he ‘
was eleven, and with it came the end of the cheap ‘remainder issues! from Americas‘These cheap issues formed the most fertile field for the recruiting of new Pans 3
how many of us found sotence-fiation through then ? The young fan however didnot have that opportunity, He probably obtained a reprint edition. I likeASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION, yet I would hesitate to recomnend: it to any new reader,The poliey of A 5,2. is hardly one whichwould appeal to any youngster stillfresh from Wells and Verne, - a Sedat ; eeif HE SURMOUNTS this obstacle, then what ? He oanonly.get the reprint editions.He may not even know that there are other magse He can hardly have any inkling of.the great amount of his Sa waging there islying in either one of thetwo libraries, he has nowway o afe has something like twenty years of magas ozines to catch up with, Even if he does happen to bump into a fan, obtain FANTASY  .REVIEW, or get hold of a catalogue, will that help hin? Books at 15/~ and 16/6 ~ isaare a little beyond a man. of twenty's pooket. Soare baok issues at anything from’2/6 to 8/- a times And how is he to. know if such issues are worth it ? ooTHE HESULT is that he becomes one of the vast horde of reprint 2eaders. He oannotdevelope besause he just does not know how, The brief experience with the twopost war British Mags has shown thesagreat demand for fiction of this typés Letters —of enthusiasm, of praise, poured into the editorial departments, What would havehappened if the mags had continued is hard to say, all we can say is that thereaders are there, but that there is no way to help them,ANY ENTHUSTIAS®IO, sincere, hard working group of fans ceuld fill a great need, butdo not think it would be all plain sailing. The things that a well organised. group offans could do are remarkable, the OOSMCS CLUB proved that, but may I end with oneplea? Do not start to organise if you cannot make a good job of ite We have had.too many failures, we cannot aPfowlmore, The need is there, the fans are there; —if you want a club nothing canstop you, but make it a good one,

How about it;«oh ?

cece tttity ee eettttteeepettittesees

A BRIEF WEITCON REPORT, for the fan in a hurry to buy the latest mags
: by Owen D, Plumriéno,

- ye Whitsun $F, Convention held in the WHITE HORSH, Fetter Lane, London, on Sa~turday, i5th May, 1918, was attended by over 60 enthusiastic fe, was enjoyed ‘byall, and voted a huge SUCCESS. oe SIn the chair was telly Gillings, supported by Bertram.Chandler, Ted Carnell,JohnNewnan, and Arthur 0, Clarke, and among others noticed were. Ken Chapman, Eric -_ Williams, V;lliam Temple, red Brown, Jim Clay, Norman Ashfield, Vincent Clarke,: ‘ : a 2 / : :

rene)



Charles Duncombe, and Ken Johnson. ™
Tpe formal proseedings opened with a short address ‘from - Walt. ‘Gillings, wiei

outlined the programme and quickly-put ese a ease with i humerous

reminiscenses of earlieraLONSe

Perhaps the thigh ‘light! of the Convention ceme frosa. Ted Carnell, who spoke next

of the untimely end of every British 6,1", magazine yet published, and who re

vealed that a new private venture was under consideration, and of a small private

oompany in whieh every fan could become a. Be ootngtacts albeit even ina small
WAY ¢

OA eeheiashere took nie. and the project Seediced an enthusiastic weloome
and many helpful sugvestions from the gatherings It was generally agrees that

== SUueb 8 TE run by and for fans, hot faving to conform.to an 'a priori!
'‘publisher's policy, or bolster up other publications, which were Losingmoney,

‘ stood avery fair chanceof survivals ©
Arthur ©“Clarke next gave a polished and hivnerous address on the past and present
attitude of scientists to S,F., revealing among other calculated indescretions,
that Lord Rutherford had been known to read ‘ONDER! « (Mir, Clarke didnot say

"whether this happened more than once,
After John Newnan, the genial secretary, had made other announcements this ended
the formal proceedings, and after all had drunk the health of Ken Slater (at his-

-own expense !/!) the rumning buffet was attacked.
_ And of this spread, it is fair to say that many present had not expected to.

see it'slike in the austerity GB. of today. Mine Host of the WHITE es is to
~ be congratulated for his efforts on our behalf,

Type finale was the eagerly awaited auction ee the donated ue Hepes and
dilustrations.:

*Ty had.Se been agreed vy atarge fom that the pradeaainee of the
auction should be devoted towards the BIG POND FUND (to send a fun from GB. to a
U.Se4, Convention) rather than towardoleae of the -next Convention in GeeoP
tomerds the Cosmos Library. :

Bidding was brisk and many scarce items weresnapped up sey and as 2.
result over thirteen pounds went to the B.P.F, °

ft was then time to- thine of So brains, ‘and this thewriter proceeded
to AOeeesseve ee ’ ; m ;

a”

OUR SOCIETY HAPORIER COMMENTS ON THE WHITCON!

Well, the great event: has oome and gone, and I suppose anything IL write will .

be stale news as half the “WHITE HORSE? oe to be ene reports, but av
would be churlish not too, so -'pin ‘'em back {

When the WHITCON was first mooted John was aubious about my bringing the
whife, but I insisted and-it mist have encouraged others; there were present
Mrs. Gillings and’Mys, Carnell,who hadn't thought of coming at first. _

As ive arrived I spied Sean Clay who’ introduced.me to two characters Dave and Se
Speedy; I elicited from the former that he was suffering from subscription trouble,
go I put him in touch wwith Eric ees whom .ve Penance Go: Pix up some subs
for use.

I noticed NormanAshfield invite the loan oe so I made him, say how-de to the
wife who had riad his letters but had never seen the nan.

Breaking into a gallop at the seund ef the gong, Don Doughty Si me to
introduce his fiancee in order to shay ae girl it is possible to be happy though
married, = : Sse

High lights of the speeches were the bit when Wally Gillings told us that
publishers considered us as children - as some of us there as grey as badgens il
Second childhood, doubtless. Also Wally gained a wellearnedround of applause by and
for keeping eee REVIEW on its feet, Ted Carnell drew PES ofmirth with his

vee7/



“sanadtes, especially the trip to Leeds in 1937, the occasion of the first British ~
o'f convention. He also commented on the fate ofNEW WORLDS, much deplored by
one and all, Byt he really stood the crowd on their heads when he announced the
tentative proposalthat a company should be floatedto run a mage ft

. He drew word of protest: frotvhen he mentioned that an artist was prepared to de
“the iLlog for nothing. I commented that a mag that started onthe cheap was deemed
to. -ar early, demise, No-one seemed to — agree with me = most unusual (7)iveeses

»  firthur 0, Clarke then gave a short discourse on Astronauties, which mst
have rembled a bit, because I best remember comments onscientists who read S,F.$h

JohnNewnan then rather diffidently referred to Ken Slater and a little
matter of a Few drinks, So we had 'em,and also tackled the grocery and eatable.

-* Beat ton ofthe procéedings. | — ee eo = os"Whilst making with the masticatory glands I noticed a girl alone, and © .
knowing that a young lady named DaphneBradley wascoming, I grabbed her ~ 'twas. _
she, so I steered her to the miler of my destiny. Even thoughshe had abandoned —
the prerorative of her ‘sex, she still elung to a remnant offeminine prosaicness
-by eschewing all things weird andsupermatural. A girl after my own heart 1]
- tyme had broken into a pallop, so we rushed to the atiction, and thatwas -
completed only just in time for a last snort at the bare os ee
Ft then, my clen trod its well-irorn path to theplace where we insert our
noses in the feed bag, dragsing Speedy in our trains ° = oe

TI questish’ hin on what he expected from us to ald provincialfans and he
said that he would like to see some organisation an da mag put out by use I

_ dropped the-subjeot Like a -hot ooal, but assured him of a welcome at the White
Horse any old time, = oe ae Se

- On Sunday, John tured up at- Kew Gardens with Syd Bounds andSandy Sand=
field - ked he kmown his erltowrage could have been ircreased 100 %, for Vincent
Vjarke, Daphne, and Speedy turned’ up, but could not find the otherse--

‘All in-alt, I am’certain everyone who came enjoyed themselves, and lots
of new contacts were made, I sure did enjoy myself, and without boasting, I.made.
8 couple of newcontacts, who I Hope will in future be regular attendees at the
WHITE: HORSE, os etc tes

Charles Duncombe,

z Ps
1 E a

Se 2 en per re

This particular piece has nothing to do with the WHITCON, as such, but has been
included, because I hope the WHITCONmay have inspired scme ofthe British Fen
to fanzine procuction, It.consists of extractsfrom two articles published in
CANADIAN @ANDOM, and written by Leslie Ay Croutch, «in his colum <- 'AS I SER IT',
My thanks to Beak Taylor, che Editor, andto Les Oroutch, for permission to reprint,

CANPAN, Noy 14.

A.' AS

I

SEE IT! -by Leslie A, Croutch. : os oe
“ior the Giaiguration of this; . ~~ “What I an-driving at is the fact that
suspicimus Ocoasion T-want to doa . . every little fan who gets his mitts onLittle spouting about publishing in °  — some means of duplication immediately:_ the Fon, field. I feel I can talk ‘thinks in terms of putting out a magazine. .with some Little authority as I have (Please note that in pro circles a magazine.done my stint in this direction and is a periodical that appears on a somewhat _
will continue ta glut the mrket with . set schedule), anyway Joe Fannand Josephinemore of my outpul. o. .-.. Fann are going to print, so it's got’ be a

~ | magazine, or so he/she thinks,

: = eS : 3 : <oae/



W Eee
Yes, why ? Whya peainS ce all its

> pitfalls that lurk waiting to trap the
unwary? ‘The rodd to a sucoesaful mage
»>- gine ds long and twisty and olosed -

in by such delightful.dangers as Sche=
-dule, Deadline, Material, Paid or Une’
paid Oyreulation, and so onand s 0
forthe And IF you DO get bythese dem-
ons then you find the’Biggest Demon,
of them all, Pleasing the Readers
ag Oonsider w=you have a schedule
or else you haven't a true magazine,
It might be annually, or semiammally, —
or. bi-monthly, or monthly, or what have |
you. No matter which one it is, it

means e. deadline you have to meet, You -
think thet this is easy onee you have
the material onhand. Is it ? The only
manwho can mest a deadline success =
fully and continue doing so is the man’

with money, theman without a job, and
the man with the sustained interest to
Slave eway at it day after ae with no
let:BPs

let us suppose you are- the myth
dcal Fan. You have the filthy stuff
to buy the wherewithal. You have the
time - no job to interfere, No wife -

Bras no friends-~= no nothing to tie
things up now endagain. You meet the

deadline every month or whenever the
deadline is, Things are smooth then, -
for a time, assuming of course, that,

“you also have the material. Material
is easy to get, if you imow how, I .
never had any trouble. In fact, I
never have any trouble,and don't. ex=
ee anyin the Future, luoky you .
ourMacagine is then ee bo gO ae

_. long nice and smoothly. *
Bat is it.After some months ¥ ou

_ suddenly wake up some morning and find
you have lost touch with the original
idea -=- you havea slight Ly paler
interest,

“A. magazine without a policy will
help you prevent this for then you
can print nearlyeverything that oomes
oe way, BUT suppose you sell it --
you've got to satisfy the cash customers,.
If you are going to charge for your
little brain brat y ou have to give
the readers what they desire, Of course,

you can give it away} thats fun, Or
at least I think it is. You ean print |
what you like then-and to hell with
what people think = toa sertain extent,

Sek \

=~ 68-=

= thens

-
«

rae there are till certain thine

you ean! touch. You mustn' ty for in-
' stance, touchspicy stuff ; you imow,

sex, the flowers and bugs and beezes

and such, Naughty, naughty ¢ And you
have to be oareful what yousay
‘about politics, especially if it's
the politics of sone other country,
for some of your readers may be |

gosh-awful sensitive about their
local small-fry, And the same with
religion, You mustn't call the

- Catholics whatever you think they
are, for someone is a Catholic. You
mastn't laugh over Baptismal Rites,
‘for someone is a Baptist. Sure as
“guns you do something, someone will
want 60 cut your what-ever~it—is
theycut-out outs

some of the more mature Fen.
mightlike to do some nite bare=
foot pictures, or write some nice
barefoot stories, or do some riice
barefoot verse, but you must'nt
touche dunior, who is only 10 and
reads Shaverology, might get them
andthen the fat would be in the
fire. And. there are always some

so-called grownups who are just as —
Straight-laced as a Mid-Vietorian
ee

Not that i: approve, completely,
_ of HOT STUFF, tsk, tsk, in a maga~

\) gine, or allo f the time.:But T,
iike many ofthe mature boys, Like —
some real snifty handouts. now and

“hmother thing. Joe Fann, the
’ publisher, gets it into his head

to turn out. a very elaborate magazine,
/ maybe his first, maybe his third
issues. He works like mad forweeks
andturns out something really

oreditable. But he has shot. his bolt
doing it. The fire dies down and.
that's. the last we °hear of hit To

eabeas a genius in the making got unmade,
I've cone through most of this

myself, I like publishing, but hang
it all, I hate shedules and deadlines
and havingto refuse to touoh-certain
items because ofthis and shat
and the other thing, Out ofny Moil=
ing list for LIGHT, perhaps 2U or 25
would like a dandy issue all hot and
bothered now and. then, but the rest
would shoot me for ita Now and then
aL, ee rebelliousand, woul? Like to

oo -

pe



whipup a shooker, but I dontt like
foisting my likes and dislikes too
“mich upon those who don't go for
Suoh things Publishing a inagagLne
is almost 100: creative work. You
have to have that urge te get gow
ing and keep going. This urge doesn't
run true. Ttwanes, it ebbs and -‘Yises. like the tides. This is no good —
‘fora Tapazine, which should show
either a consistent outlook and “inter=
est, or else a produally rising inter -est and improvenent , ;

How many GOCD: magazines have -
suddenly disappeare? ? Yidner's Yiios, «_Taney's ACOLYTE. (maybe), Warnerts
‘SPACEWAYS, LIGHT almost aid, Hurter!sCENSORED did. It even Looked onee. or‘ twice as though Taylor would follow
SuLt,

Ee
80 what are we ‘publishers to do ?Must we publish a Magazine, or just’withdraw and let the rest do the work?vst we, like Wydner, write for thosethat do contime ? That ig a darned darkand dismal outlook for those of us vithduplicator ink Zor blood, and for Joe

Fan who wants to publish, yet hasn't the“time torun a magazine,
How sbout a one-shot affair, I hearsometody ask. Shoot the beggar, TurningOut @one~shct mapnzineis as. hiehly“undignified as robbing the poor box at_ church or spitting in the font. Most one= -shot affairs are lousy, hurriedly put_ together, containing nothing worth while,They are what their name implies= some~thing whigped up on the Spur of the mo-=ment, with no forethought, no preparations"So where does that leave us 2.

2? LEAVES US A FIZEp THAT PUBLESH=ING FEN SEEM TO HAVE NEGLECTED EXOEBT For ~_ 4 VERY FEW TTSMS, The Fanoyolopedia is ahotable erample of the output of this_ little explored Piela,”
In professional publishingwe havem3.ga2ines, newspapers, pamphlets, andbooks. ere Bee a
<n fan publishing we have magazines,one~shot sffairs, news Sheets, now-and=then worth-while Pamphlets, BUT VHERE ARE.THE BOOKS 2 : aThe SantasyAmateurPress Ass oclat~ion is the closest to it = members issue —what might be termed as books, but they —“fre not true efforts in that directiony, Consider the ‘advantages of booke :‘publishing for Fen i no deadlines, no -

Aghedules; you publish when you have the ©

3 the Fan

eee comectins whole, ©

interest and the urge, Youcan give
your output awayor sell ite You are
hot Timited toa set format fron issue
to issue, Youoanvery the number of
pages per covy. Youcan publish abe
solutely anything, for when you

_ advertise ‘your new book, only those
who desire to, read it will buy ite |
You can take as long as you wish on
each edition and mké it as elaborate
as you like, You need have NO policye

. You can plan anything you like that
you, get an idea for, — %
_ suppose, for instance, you get the
notion you'd like to tem out a
collection of fiction of o certain types
You contact various writing Fenand
state what you 'd likes You oan get some
illustrators in on the deal, and have
the stories actually illustrated, You
can take two months, six months, 2
year, for the project. When it is

finished you oan have a book 25 pages
in size, or 50 or'100, You work on it
when you can, when you have a creative -

_ desires You are not pressed by adead~
_ line and therefore you ean do your best
_ work,

Then it is finished and being soldor distributed, you gan rest for as
longas you like. If you put so much
into it, you don't fell Like doing any
more, that is all well anc c00d, Ina
few weeks or a few months another idea

' Will come along and off you go againg
The only type of materialthat I

_ aan't see as being suitable is newsyUnless, of gourse, you were to issue& yearbook chronologically listine themost important fan happenings for the
proceedingyear, In otherwords, thresh

World, weedthe seed from _the chaff. Bring out the Foenvorld. —
Oscurence 8 9 they assume a reality,

to form a sortof history, oe
So there you are, Publishing Fen. -As I Bee It, it's about time some of usStarted investigating this new fieldin Fon publishing, started experiment=ing. who will lead the way ? Who willforsake migazine publishing and enterthe riper and more dignified Pield ofFANB OOK PUBLISHING 9

‘nd in the next issue, Leslie foes intothe question a little further,
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oe eertain number of pages

pictures should be like

_ else, Inside will be o flylear, -

© aes

 

No, 12,

 

 

rhs vlana fan,“book. as a sample of the
| deathat [ have inimind,
hee ~Pinst is the formext, Tt susges ; that theee

publisher Stiek tio. the so-called ctanaeee
format, of i

necessary, of course, but, consider the
collectormd whet @ switch in formats will -
do to his bookshelf, Andbesides» if you
are going to do this sort of thing very

-orten, wouldnt it be nice ‘to have your
output fairly s tandardisedy “in Size, so

| theyt 11 ell sort of fit together on the
collector's shelf, As for the number ORNS
‘pares, that isn't important, You can, of
course, decide ahead. of time to make it a

or you'can just
keep outtingsstencils
until you suddenly ffigure you have a big
gnough edition and it ig time to quit,
oeI do think it shouldn't be smaller
then 25. ora‘pages, with 50 4 better
size. :

‘ Now, a to publish ? You.may have a:
lengthy ‘mss already to hana. Suppose some
Hen author has written something no 220. ew
azine publisher will touch because it is
too long ? Suppose it consists
double spaced. You decide this. will make
a good fan-printed book, * ac

ue Pirst to decide if it will be Lita. :
strated or not, “hy not ? In such a’ Pros
ject Ifeel certain you'll find a good
fan artist more than: willing ‘to work with
you on it. You have to send him the mss
-s0.he oan-pick the scenes,Or you can talk
things over with him and work with him-on
them, You will have an idea of what certain

and he will. execute ’
. thém for you, Let's say we are gOing to
have 10 pictures, To make it-a high qual-
xe output, each picture would look better

a frame witha meng. of, let*s sav
ad inches all round. This can be varied,
of course. ile are Buppos ins this will be
done jn straight. black

Then . stencil the story. At -the
top of each page 2 would, look nice to
print the name of the story and the page
number. We cre, you see, trying to copy”
repular publishing technique with a nim
eograph, Each chapter should begin on 2
fresh pase, better: the right hand one,

The cover should have'on it ONLY the
Name of the ‘story and author,- Nos hing

Pan publishing: 8 & x 44; It isnt.

and gathering mterial

Ors 25 pages —

dopies run oft,.

 

mien will follow ae title page con=
taining title, authors Name, and at

\ the bottom,.nome only of the publisher, °
Next page or‘sheet will contain dedicat~
jon if any Ofthe back of this’page I
consider it would‘be a good Place to  ~
pub. the publisher’S Mame and address a noe
information désirdble such as number of

whether first, scoond, :
or what-have-you. edition. Oh yes; I for~
got back theresbelow the slither! name
or the Little- “Butthe’ illustrator! ~
NAM ¢ opt

Then the regPteedeh contain the
index, ar thebook: has, chapterse

At the: end.ors he.book|‘there should
be a fily leafbéford the:cover, Covers
should ,be of heavy Stock, preferably‘at
least twice thé wei cht. of inside stock;

 

 

   

 

at

 

  
 

   

better about four times the weight. Pages
should be stapled before| fhe G0verae
put on. Cover should ‘beul one |sheet
warp around-¢style, glued ony

Sych<an ambitious publication’ should
“pe vorth, I think, at Least & 1400foxa

~., BO pare copy. © ——

and white, of course,

such a publtention

Ds

Then there 4s the annual”gore of!
thing. Or the collection of variouswork: ,
This can be made up in book forn but
would carry storiés, articles that can
hot be dated, verse, and illustrations.
ene gancome out on an ifd=when

basis. No deadline néed be met, You set
the price of each copy according to the
‘work doné, or amount of eee present

f ede 3

2 It is possible, e think, to aon a
stem thee would be a hybrid-=-a. sort

a Cros 8 between a magazine and a book,
“would bawe a

standard name as does a magazine.Byt
you don't date it. You merely number it,
If you have to-date it, put this in
formation ina byline inside somewhere,
say. with information as to who put Ehonk,
where, and so on. Uhis publication could
appear just whenever you felt like ity

should appear once a year at‘Teast, -.
Number of pages can vary, Format should ©
not./ Material oan be anything a book or

‘magazine would present with this differ”
ence: nothing can be dated, and- Length
can have no-restriotions, ‘Price per
copy to be varled according to size,etc."

otf
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BSee eont)

(I think Beak will allow methe privilege
of plugging here}LIGHT will come out on
the principle of the foreszoing para»graph,
fois fall, Run will be 150 copies. piae.
notyetmown but will be closer to 30
than to 20 pages! Format standarde Price -
Mot-eét,)o Book Sd

And that my friends, completes the extracts
from AS J SEE IT, At the moment I think
these of preat interest to allBritish Fen, .
as.one or two people have mentioned in
theirletters their desire to commence a |
fangine, but deploring the fact that they
have not a) the time, b) the energy, or c)
the method or means. =

Perhaps a fewof you may be able to ‘get:
together’ to do some book publishing, One
chap to draw the art work, A couple to

é

~ type. the stencils ~ a fourth (some lucky
man) who can 'run-off' the product.

If anyone is interested in such a scheme,
and oan't contact others, drop me.a line -
I'll interdoose yer{

-. And one closing note =~ the 'PALL! referr-&
_ed to in the closing bemark of the art-
icle wes "FALL' - '{977, A bit late now,
but the CANFAN would welcane you.as a sub=
seriber, I guess. Editorial address avpears
beLows. ne os

BEAK TAYLOR ~(),

9 Maclennan Avenue,

TORONTO, 5,

Ontario,

AU GTION ! .
Ce Ce i eed .

' Auetioneering can be great fun <== if you are not the auct ioneer ~ but having been
_beguiled into promising that if theré shouldbe an auction I would preside, J
became it, Sees Se eas es
Now auctionas a rule are pretty grim affaird.s All the friends of the club,
society, what have you.....send along anything they can't séll, and the rest ‘of
the troupe divide their time between milking stupid bids and praying that they
won't get stuck with the stuff, The auctioneer meanwhile shouts himself hoarse,
tells uncounted lies about the quality of the stuff he has to offer, and feels
like a barker at a fain =



Apstion (oont,) |

When it comes to persuading Pans to part with money it. is even more wora task, Passing’ ocamel thru the eye of a necdle is a modest afternoons:sport compared’ with selling a fan something he may not need, And at thiskimi of auction, you can bet your life that everyone has been offered..thegoods at out price long before, This time the change was so great ag to .be unbelievable, 3 < eesHirst the quantity of the goods was equalled only by their quality. iLying Keaped up on a preat table were items that would make many a hardened a‘fan drool with delight and envy, THE SKYIARK OF SPAGH in it's. original maw |ganines was there, THE TIME @TREAM rubbed shoulders with SLAN and many otherbrand ner volumes, meny of them donated by American Fans for the BIG PONDFUND. Early Amzings ; Astoundings, Science onder Stories, lay intimately -with late Pentastie Adventures; Weirds, andother recent magazines, The amountwas stupendous, books, original illustrations; even manuscripts and fan magsdatine baek to tho ark, all were there and all without any reserve price, andall for the. good. of the cause, ec > :_ I felta tinge of nfs giving, It seemed impossible that,11 of ‘it couldbe anctioned off at reasonable prices, but there was no way out, the thinghad to be done, Hortifying myself with a couplé of strong assistants, plenty. OP small change, and a modest Supply of tonsil juice, the.fun be fan» =At first with many & qiip and sally, mostly at my expense, the massedfons tentatively began the bidding. Then, as things prew serious and thecholoeritems nade an: appearance, the banter died, andstern: Looks y grimex_Pressions, and a reckless raisins of bids made an@ppearances Opening with a-couple of rarer items to attract attention, I switched te late Amazings, and —believe it or net they needed little pushing. Soon the two assistants were “weaving among the audience collecting cash, and without their assistance the . _thing would have been impossible, Even as it was: an hour and a half was not time =to clear the table, and certainly not enough to do dustice to each item. Towards -_ the end of the evening group sales of books and eps had to te introduced, andeven wich this device we beat the deadline by only minutes, : eeay As tine was short bids had to be swift. There was little time for per~suasion, This’ led to several fans bidding at the Same time, and one fan evenwent so far ag to raise hig own bid. twice apainst no Opposition, We thought itkinder to leave him in ienorance

.

of his error, a aeSeveral achisine instances arose. Offering a lurid. illustration of a aepeerless woman neak and neck with a snake, a dry voice Suggested that. it would ©serve to "bring a small boy up the right way!t, The sugeestion wag adopted and‘Some smallboy is certainly going to be lucky, It was a dream woman, One fanhaving run out of cash offered himself he a bond servant if he could but havethe SHIP oF ISHTAR, luckily for him there were two copies of that famed wOork,.The majorty, knowing that this was the best chance that they would ever get, aplunged seoklessly into the hosekeeping money and paid up like heroes, Fortunate= |ly there were Powwives present. SS ae ae BS_ The whole thing was a preat success. Where there had been a greatpileOf mies. ete., we vers left with & great pile of cash, This was transtation ~at its best, and all who gave mags, books, illustrations, eto, » can rest assurred —that they did not. give them in vain, Those who bought them know that the cash _they paid will be wisely used for the BIG POND HUND, and this I think was well“worth the temporary loss of voice, the vivid dreams of snakes...,not WOMEN» os»And the bitter diséppointment I suffered at having sold all those wonderful _items, and getting nothing for myself. The néxt time, though, if there isa.hext time, I'll have a stooge in the eudience, > “or ce: ‘
4
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Low who used to at

several other places

“every va

where definite proposals can be made, ««

‘the way of idcds, I reconnend you write Ted, it Ghe same Tete, sive him an:ae 3

a
2

‘fore,lets try and enlarge a bit, let
r eS

EIS ‘ + é 2
DV s :

Mornan Ashfield. = Sas ae

a, $uccess = the VHITCON, The White Horse Headquarters of the 2
ion Oirele head o sathering of some 20260 fon on. the. Saturday, tay

iran welconed, among others present, authhors ily Bertram Chandler,
- Temple, ahd Arthur C Clarke, He atso £o.0k2 on pr-vious conventions
a been heid n Englands One of the forSoresyas Prot. aie

and say how consible fans were in their idease

   a

t
:Se O
p
e
n

a ne

Laughter,

John Jewnon, | the organiser, BONS, details of good wishes sent by. fans unable
to attends These included R RF alley, John Greenfield, Leslie A erouteh,

  

Nigel Lindsay, Dr. J. Aitken, Gus iillmot, Peter Belt, Donce Stan Mullen,

f

oe Ken Sistere ‘ ; eR +

Ted Carnell mentioned the first SF.ConventiDou: heldin Leeds in.1937. He told .
the story of NEW VORLDS and TALES CH WONDER, and FPAMPASY, He provoked amuse
ment froma the fenwhen he eaeaere seemed ty be sever .eges Of fans. 1. Read
“lag Duck Rogers, 2. passing ¢ Hue, Se Greadiaa bing to Thrilling Wonder

 

Stories. 4, then realisine Ehat ihere WOS mows iLike Astounding. 5. thence,
beconmine more and mor.interested in pooks. 6. aie such &-collection that

 

‘they don't have time to read anything, and lastly . peconing a publisher and
“going bankrupt : : : ‘ : ieOr WORLDS Ted said that NOs? Was & “lop, aeVeapped £500,' No.2, improvedmodel, broke; even. No.3 was oversold before publicati rsseand then Pondulucawens bankrupt.- He mentioned the idea up a walt Gillings, Eric Vi11-dams, Ken Chapman,. andwlimselt, pret eoapiny to print their own ‘mag,wnat do the fon think ? Shares at prob: : :

  

 

    

 

And so the 2a went on = but this colian is herded COMMENTS - not
report, so a few cownents seem to be réquired. The report you can ind in

 

eeeaeJohnNewnan,
work in 'comni¢teet
bees It most have

- soy tha we al2 enjoyed
the programme developed.

into something a bit larver than wo had tiue for. That ves the fault of: the
enchusicstie fen who kept us all talline, So le hs have more time,, next time, —
DON'T CUT THE PROGRAMAE $ I've lost my number, bug the next, as: think, the
0s8.t important item, is the maeaxine publisa scheme, This is nethine that
cust be seriously considered, Not that our four estecred. prienda .cs ive
it very serious consideration, but we must all help. if plans come to.4 stage

do you want co be "rn! on i$ 2 Think +3
over, and When you have made your mind up, and, have énything to cont ribute a

 

  

 

VW, tet me say that. the whole sho
but thot next tine. it would be Better ¥o
fashion; in order that one man ehould not
I job, and hats off to John. Secondly. .

unite of it ? Thirdly, it would appear. |

 

   

 

idea of hoy ttany shares you want, Then tHere-is thepoint, returnne £0 the as)
actual WHTTCON, of earlicr notice to fone I understand that this will be civen
next time, For cut-of-tomers, acpce must be considered, A couplepeople to check up on hotels; and O82ange room. bookings, at rates which could—
be pubicned, would be very useful, and ae more folk would actend, [am suresCan sone social activity be orsanised ? When we know the approximate mumber
of people attending, pow about hiring a srall halt, for-a dance, or something,
Not casting any nasturtiwas on the last Cone, but as we were so well. to the

S Moke it a real 'dot,. bets invite a.
up, A little pole would not. be

nd more into whe iOui

  

  

  

couple ofnewspapers to,aive us a wriW
& bad thing. ve misht cet a few. thous

Anyway those are a. few comments for the orcanisers of she next Thitecon, or 

 

  

¥Cu a ba

weeon, Lenco Or-het have you, 5 o cone1 Jer, And for thé ‘fen to eonsidéer, —: j Ss he “One ain8 eee MoeLe ha hehnaonwe 2 neceessary =: S Ve Hoa oe eeeWere we

 



 

NO CONNECTION WITH THE WHITCOM. | =

ne following is quoted from a Letter written by Michael Wigodsky, —

who in turn was from 4 conglomeration of nonsense entitled 14C00 Jokes!

MHOSE ‘NAVEL, ARE YOU CONTEMPLATING 2: THE STON OFA CLVILISATION'

siness man whose name Was
Once upona time there was a? American bus

Jones, who suddenly pulled himself £9 4 malt one day and sald, "Where

does all tis ‘ebec& get pe a
.

ee At that -aoent a hearse in a hurry sent hin flying. "Wetrve all

aus vocing to the croveyard ¢ We philos ophizeds whe Hindus have the

right idea," he fhoughte NGontemplating navels is the sensible thinge!"

So he went to Indiasee- and he cortemplatede -peand contemplatedss<e

and eonbemplatedess. —
i

Finally he yawned and said, “The only trouble as, they're. GULL.Now

if somebody could only bring. out an improved navel.

He experimented with colour and was not too disp eacedcss ee bvLed

Plowerseseeeond Aiomonds. ++. He anvented the INOSTPRAINNAVELMERROR' for”

sontemplotors with stiff neckse S So

Tt wasint Long before Ou new: contemplators began GOREKe nobices..and |

when they looked et their own navels avterrardss..bhey seemed shabby and

old hate
a

a

Soon, all they could contemplate was Joes’ navels-

Finally he said, "Boys, how would you like a favel Like mineescee.4

navel you could be proud of, for only @ee90 — Well, the kits sold like

“hot cakes, and Jones proucht out de.uxe =egels and super deluxers.ess

so that they can affordthe

 

  
  

  

         

  

-- . and. today the natives are working like craZyy

; latest § Of course, they Haven't much time for contemplating, but» COS, —

you can't have everything : a
Soy

\ 3 <
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