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cmanRememberthe Alamo?

OK then,maybe you remember the Mexicon? Were you one of the people who had an
w‘ncanny moment of reéégnition’aS you saw the game carpet you last tred on in 19747?

Or was it your first convention, and did you wonder what the hell was going on when
Kevin Willlame presented an opening s lide-show full of pictures of famous authors

levitating loaves of bread and other sillier things? Did vou sympathise with Margaret
Welbank when Peter Nicholls suddenly asked her to say something about censorship
and she. couldnt think of a word to say ? Maybe you were in the bar at the time or

searching for treasures in the great piles of other people's youthful indiscretions in

the fanzine room? But even if you didn't see, you must have heard the megadecihbe}!

miclear blasts of Atomic Cafe, turned up to full volume by the Hiverside PA crew,

or the impromptu round-the-piano sing-gong before the Saturday aight disco. Were
you one of the thirty or se who turned up for the ianzine praduction workshop, which
could haye gone on all afternoon except that nobody wanted to miss Alasdair Gray's
reading? Did you see Russeli Hoban and his two little clockwork mice? Maybe it was
4ou who had bought every book the dealers had by Hoban and Grayby Saturday Runch-
time? Have you read them all yet? Did you see Geoff Ryman, as Bill, smash his

precious Hitle radio-car tn his own dramatisation of The Transmigration of Timothy
Archer ? Did you ses Judith Hanes toek apre lied whea asked from the floor to disquss
feminist science fiction? Did you ae4 Dave Langford look relieved when the pane! he
was,due io appear on was cancelled? Don't you remember? Wasn't it you sitting on a

sola atthree o'clock in the morning discussing the sex-lHfeof indeterminate Wave~
forms ? Or was it you that was break-dancing at a room party ? No, no, we:‘&AnoW Who
you are... you're the one who... well, HW you don't remember that, you must have
been drucker than you looked. We think you'd Bolter refresh your memory by coming
along to... 4 oe

MEXICON2 . iea Frost

The MexoonPoll
Questions set, andreplies collated, by Mike Hamilton. The quastionnaire was dist-
ributed and replies collected on the Sunday afternoonof Mexicon i (with a whole day

of the con to go}, OF the 260+ at the con, 54 oe a good 20% empes!

i} ig this yourfire! convention?

No ~ 56 (93%); Yes — 3 (6%); Not filled in — 1 (2%.

This shows, as expected, that most people at Mexicon were experienced fans,
who had probably signed up at other cons or through the fan grapevine somehow. There
There were 38 walk-ins and around-25 local people who. joined by poat before the con,
of whom many were already known within fandom — go the reasonably wide mediaaad
arts group coverage didn't bring many new sf readere to the con, (As opposed to
viewers ?}
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Discounting the three whme frat con it was Ovhe wouldn't, obviously, haveknown other cons} Mike has prepared a graph of the sizes people quoted, 62% of thoserepiving thought cong af people enjoyable, while only 18% thought cons of 456 were

an much fun,
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a3 What lemof this convention did SGU eeigy the most ?
3IX people commented thal it was too early to tell Awith justification, as it hastured out: most commentators afer the con have picked the play, The Transmigrationof Pimothy Archer, as the malor artistic highlight of Mexicon 1), Selected Kap liese: Alasdair Gray (2), Russell Hoban ih}, Richard Cowper talk (1), The bar 63,

‘Bed (21, Atomic Cafe {3}, Fanzine room (4),
@ratnme (reason for not answering ihe quae -

  

 ine hu
Drinking Gh, Peaple (5), It felt eight {1}
bsce id}, and Didn't attend ony of the

 

  
tion? <1).

oa] What iiem of this epavention did you like the least ? ee ;
Five people dida'l answer, one Whed it al, one wrote "aothiag”, one sald "Hay-ing to leave {4 at thmes”,-and one "Can't remember any.” Specific answers includedDisco (73, Pink Flaminagoes {5}, higher drink prices in the con's private bar than thedownstairs public one 143, beer 12), food 31, waking up (2), and “annountering ared-

itors” Ob,

  

  
3b is there sonysthing missing fromthis con which vou think would have improved

ne Nine people didn't answer or sald "no." Others inchided reasonable food155, Bar times (4), real ale (3), free money (2), mere normal sf filme (2), Bob Shawi2}, umd one cach for free Cointreau, helium-filled dusthin timers th the stairweil, an ¢ether consuming party, {ise sex, the Oaygenham Girl Pipers, Siznon Ounsiey, Helenhiau, a banquet at Al-Firdous, alernate years of films and unusnua! videos, a orechs,and midaight snacks. Someone wanted a Siar Trek room.



6} . What did you think of the hote!?
* -37 thought it OK or better, and 19 thought i: OK but with minor reservations: I

have counted all the apecific comments and listed them by categories as follows: Decor

& surroundings: good 2, bad 4 two gaid “same god-awfu! carpet in the con haliag in

74" but one liked the main staircase) and 3 had mixed feelings (2 “shabhy bur who

cares?” and one “what hotel ?', Amenities and con facilities: 4 good (3 “comfy”, and
i approved of the closeness of the yariows con rooma}, 7 bad (including lacks of power

sockets in rooms, 24 hour room service, “chemical supplies" — i.e, headache pills

and contraceptives, tea and coffee makers, and a preference for'ground floor von

rooms). Food and drink: only one epontaneous compliment ("good food"); 7 adverse,

includingthe service and timing of breakfast, ihe beer price differential, ann the lack

of food in the con bar itgelf. Staff: 4 compliments, & brickbats. :
Finally, there was the famous comment that the hotel had shrunk since *oe No:

it's actually fans »whe have expanded,

7} Would youfie interested in attending ancther Mexicon (held elsewhere in the
Deh)? 423 of those replying said yes; 5 would prefer it to be in Neweagtic,

they said; and oniv 4 said no, of whom two were ai their first convention, 7 said

maybe, some giving factors such as the organising committee as qualifications.

$} Sugzest Uiime for’a Mexicon {those not generaliy availabic).

An extraordinary range of stuff was|Suggested, from the weruine iy unusual in

this country ie.g. L'Age d'Or, Zatoichi, Ein Liebe Wie Andere Auch, any luis Bunuel,

any French Surrenlist stuff, and the Yugoslav film The Switchboard Operator, plus

gomd animated shorts), to the determinedly lowbrow (Godzilla, Grappa the Triphibian

Monster; The Green Slime) and the really silly (The Haiiway Children, a spaghetti

Western, Monty Python, porn) via stuff which has been widely uvailable either in cin-

emas or at cous (Bladerunner, Dark Star, Somewhere in Time} and a lot of other

unclassifiable but useful suggestions. i

    

 
 

9) How many booksd youown?

40 calculable replies gave a total of just ever S41, 900 books, or an average of

just over 2, 109 each,

10) Asy other comments ?

31, inchsding “I think Mexicon was stimulating, intelligent, attended by inter -

esting and friendly talkative people who really wanted to be there," "Whatare you, the

Gestapo whith all these questionnaires ?", ‘Where the hell am I going to get timeto lee

adi these famzines 7", ‘Was the programme really necessary ? it would be inieresting

to know how many people attended the serious Items," “The prolem with having only

one programmie is thai there are no alternatives, except for sitting around drinking,”

"Where were the hotel security? I missed them go much,” "Play it again,” ‘More,
much more please, Hut — one extra-special plea: sf writer guests, please — not

“speculative fiction” cop-outs!1" G disagree — Ed.), and of course "Fun, fun, fun!

We don't need ne steenking questionnaires.” No comments criticised the con as a whole:

a few picked up small specific points or made personal comments; most were variations

on “Good stuff — let's do # again."

Which ls why you're getting a Mexicon 2 Progress Report i. i

~ Mike Hamilton, edited by Hop Jackson



 
is the only alien planet   

MEXICON2 - THEIDEA

owas during the last fever a moments of tbe Monday morting auction at Tynevon 2 ~

The Mexicon that we fell headlong inte a commitment to Mexicon 2, We'd auctioned

off our eactus, sombrero, and bullet-holed backdrop — all we had jefi was the pro-
nmise of more. “Hands up everybody who'd come to anther Mexicon,”' said Gregory
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ina moment of excessive zeal. Hands fewap everywhere. "Okay, then bring your
meney right how te this woman right here," heeeled, dragging Pam Walls/and a
monaybox onto the atage. She took their monewy and ficok theic simes. Something in
fie barck of my brain wag telHng me this was going to meas More Work and Pain Dit
was having too much fun to rea Ny care. thea ia Convencion!

80. basically what we're dolagiis runnint Maxicda 2 heeausa the fest Meaicon
worked,A good nuitber of people showed up (280nt the Tinal cound) ty suppert and
participate in a convertion distinctly catering te fans of writtenBterary -brlented
science fiction, fanzine fandom, “and Desperate Fun, We bellevewe can ren anothor
con that carries on the same basic pringiples of the first hut without being simply 5
repeat of the original, That's why there'lf be 2 few changes made from the format of
Tysecon 2. a

' First change is time of year, Mexicon 2 ig poing to he held in early February
tae fone of the first two weekends}, rather than at the late May Bank Holiday as was
the Tizst ‘Medeoan. Thine ions stireich beiween Novacen and Rastercen has always been

talked Of a8 time for aa Eveni of seme sort and ay Mexicen's basic rationale ta twfill
a teed, what Better occasion is there to place the next ane? With more, and more
regular, conventions being held da spring or summer it makes goed sense to hold a
soavention at a time of vear otherwise barren of fannish activity, Besides, placing
the convention well ovar 3 vear ahex. i gives us plenty of time te organise not just an-
other good convention, but sumething special. We don't want Mexicon to heconie jusi
anotie ¢ routine gonvention: there are enough of these already, We want to premre
something allvs, topical, and cut of the ordiwary. Wo we're Gis anoihur Mexican we
want to do it right. - :

The first Mexicon wns heid im ihe North, so this one will Be beid in the Sourk.
We're still working on hotel arrangemvois bul we assure vou thet the convantion site
will be easily accessible from most party of the country und hotel rates will be kent
Withina gengible tange. We're taking our time about Bote! zarrangements because we

nt the hest possible site for the Soot heted facilities and price ihe test
in hotel function zpace no longer comes {ree}, ease of irateport, good nearby regtay -
rents and shops. We're trying hurd to finda London site that combines the begt of
these, or central southern Eagland.

What wont be Ghanged isa basic 9
ae te feilis? sonven
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and Gur infamous silly

of honour" as the ides af Maxleon is
ta deaw on the ideas, iifurination cutenpitions of many guesia, both professional and
otherwise who work regularly within the science Netion Held and community and have
adimething worthwhile to say, Graalentl we till stand ae |ihegenes that Mexicon is
a convention of ideas while al the same Hme providing a social gathering for Hke-

‘ minded people, The mémberyhip as a whole is just as important 5 any One Guest or
spenker in that we expect challeages, queslio ‘ ions and particination fromaf

if you had an enjevabiv time at Tynecon 2 — ‘The Mexico last Maywe “hope. that
youl waht te support us in our efforts to pui on Mexicon 2 by sending in your memh -
ership fee soon or visiting our tuble at Novacon, Hf you missed the first one I hope
you've heard enough favourable reports to encouraie you to attend in Pebruary "6,
‘ANfeedback on any aguect of Mexican at
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is BRS Welcome,

Viva La Convencion:

~ Linda Dickersgill



WORKSHOPPING

The programme? Ah yes, the programme, Well, there will be one, hopefully upie —

or even improving upon —the standard of the first Mexicon. But don't ask me about
fi yet. After all, one of the reasons that Mextcon 11 won't be happening until February

1986 ig that ii takes a lot of thought and.a lot of planning to do a good job of organising
a convention, We're taking thetime because we want to get it right.

That applies especially to the programme, sc although the commitiee are all

sparking ideas olf eachother, we ware not going to start talking about specific plans

and projects. Not vet, First we want to be sure we have one or two overall there 3”

linking most of the programme items, to give the programme akepresen and

extra coherence to the whole con. :

One uilng is specific already, though. We areall agreed that one firéad we

hope will run through the whole convention is the idea of creativity, And one way to

achieve that is to organise workshops. So, as part of the convention there is to be &

_shori stery workshop, as well as a follow-up to the successful fanzine workshop of

last Mexicon. ‘

The short story workshop in particular takes a fair bit af advanceee

especially on the part of these of you who fancy yourselves tha next Arthur Clarke or

Brien Aldiss or Christopher Priest. After all, you'h have stories to write. So we

thought we'd give you advance notice of our plans. There'll be further infor mation,
including details of how to get into the workshop since there won't be the tine or fac-

ilities to make it open to all, in future Progress Reports. Just dongay we dida't
give yyou enough warning ~ you've only got fifteen months to go!

 

  

~ Paul Kincaid

Memberships

List complete as at 24.9, 24.

i, Rog Peyton is, Kate Moore
2, Colin Fine i7, Mike Hamilton

3. Tim UNeeworth 28, Kate Davies

4, Dave Ellis , 19, Maleoim Davies

& Caroline Mullan 20, Woolie Bear

6 Brian Ameringen #1, Ken Slater
7, Brian Smith 22. Mike Ford
8. Roger Robinson ; 23, Owen Whiteoak
9, dullan Headlong 24, Paul Viecent
10, Alex Stewart a 25. Harry Bell
ll, Susan Francis 26, Greg Pickersgill
12, Rob Jackson 27. Linda Pickersgill
13, Corgi Jackson 23, Pam Wells
14. Moira Shearman 28, Seve Green

15, Anthony Johnston 38, Paul Kincaid
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Up till 31 December1984: £6. oe ; Shops
From 1 damuaey.195; £9.00.4 Atteading membership only.

Committee, addresses

Linda Pickersgill REGISTRATIONS: CHAIR:

Gregory Pickersgill ; 24a Beech Road, . Linda Pickersgill

Paul Kincaid - London Nv. 7a Lawrence Road
Pam Wells eo ; Tel. (OL) 589 G4U1. London ¥

  

' Abigail Frost - Tel. (013 5

Robert Jackson :
Anse Warren

A ‘ fis »

Advertisements may be placed in our Progress Reports and in the Programme Book,

At this early stage, detaile for the Programme Book have aot been fiialised, but for

the Progress Reports they are as fellows. re gen ise oe

  

Rates: ~ Professiongi Fan/Amateur

Back cover £20, 60 P15, 00
Full page £16. 60 i

Half page £19, 00 . £5.60
Quarter page £6.00 9£3,600.

Technical detatls: Page ssize Ad for.iotion to AS, r appropriate proportions
 

 

thereof, Allow adequate mar. ("top and boftem, and =" at the sides).

In the Progress Reports, only black-and-white Une copy suitable for elee~

trosteacilling at a reducedaize will be accepted. Inserts maybe accepted

at the convention committee's dieeretion.

Deadlines: Contact Linda Plekerseill°
details.

  

“Rob Jackaon at the address below, for
 

  
This Progress Report is published by obert Jackson at Chinthay, Nightingale Lane,

Hambrook, Chichester, W. SussexoirSUH: Artwork is by Arthur (ATom) Thomson

icover}, Coral Jackson (p. $), and Rob Sackson igraph p. 3, and p. 8}, 


