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Weleoge to thie, eur second Progrsaa Report. As with olners of
ita kind it serves the purpogs of Keeping you up te date on any
developments, of showing you how sonveatlon membership is grow-
ing, and ef proving that the committee are in Sact stiii alive
pad functionivg and haven’? abecended with the convention funds.

AG you wild see when reading through, things are slowly but
surely coming together and the response in terme of memberships,
given that we're mot yet actualiy late 294405 I write, has been
gost heartening, Ewidestly cur announced intesticn te soncea~
Srate on SF ag @ literary form, on the bookea and magazines that
show SF at ite -nost vital and original, rather than abterpting
to also cover ite maey end proliferating aanifestations
in other media, i¢ ome that appeals to many people,

What also appeals te them, ac doubt, de the prospect of a fan .
programme that lifts the discussion of faazines keyoad the
sriyial; the ides of a alogle contiauonm programme with items,
whether fannisk or acienes fictional, taking place in the game
eis con Bali, and the coemittea's hope that uewone will attend
ome type of item to the execlugion of the ather; the notioa of
filus not usually sees at comtentione that way weil strates

their concestion of just-what SF le and whisk have been choses

not to merely provide a.dletracticn but to form an iategral
part of the programas; and the fact thet this will be a small,
eospact, and friendly convention where they'll Bave & resi

chance of eseting new people,

But then you keow ell thie elready. Waet you gay not know ~ and
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what hag puzzled a suaber of people ~ 48 how a convention being held
in Newcastle cage to bs called MEXICON. ah, thereby hange a tale,
and bere to tell you all about it ie Linda Pickersgill, in a piece
she calle: |

THE ORIGINS OF MEXICON %238 2 sonzeaticn
eituated emack dab in the

middie of Seordie-W-Lland Gailed WEXTGON? Ia 1% veally beéause
Newcastle le twinecity ts Tiajwanat Or beceanss folka in the High-
lands like to sing *South of the Border Bown Wewenstle Way"? Oe
because enchiladas go welk with Newsastie Brown? “he veal answer lies
im a situatioa that arose at CHANNELCON im Brighton during Bester of
182, Maybe you rewembear 1% as [| do, esvecially those Luli periods
when the bare were shut and there seemed nothing batter to do than
ait arcund and sutter hadf-hearted cowplatuts, This particular
afternoon a committed group of|us were seated sear the bar in case by
some freak Gircumstance Lt esholiid open early, @uttering away and
alring our favourite gripes while watching as barberlan hordea aad
Logan's Runnere ambled by. The auttering had to do with the chaaging
nature of Hastercons (ergas referente. see: “Bob Hansen’e Guide Te
Faniish Cogplaints" number 37), this rapidly aging gripe was abert
how the gass popularity of Selence Fiction had Breadened the
definition of what was once pritarily a written wedium to include
Pilus, television, comics, computers, costumes, war gameg, abd Star
Trek porno, The conclusion wag that written SF, both as literature
and ae a basis for fanzine eulture, is sow a fringe iteelf in the
wider Meld of what is mow knows as. "Sci-Fi, [t's a sed day when you
distover that your star is no Longer the oaly one shigiug in the
aniverea, 80 we griped and waited for the bar to opens

}

What we really need”, someone began, "is a special special
Llatersst group. Something truly fringe that we can claia te belong to
and demand that the next Baatercon cater for ua." "Yeah, but Like
what?" "Like Mexican fandom", a ‘Frost threw at ua. We all turned te
stare at her, "You mean there La such a thing?", Gregory askeds "Oh,
surely there must be somewhere...Mexican fans runuing around doing
Mexicanly fannieh type things, I don't see why Mexican fans almuld be
neglected just because they'rg a small special intereat group."

Things blossomed from there, We sould becomes Mexigean fandom and
desand bi-lingual prograame books and programmes eateriug to
Mexican feng. We'd want elestas scheduled for the afternoons as well
as tequila on demand and tacos served at the bauguet. Our pleas grew
wild. Chris Evana suggested w¢ ali wear sombraros with "Kees Me F
Queek" badges on them aw inepired by the ‘scuveniy of Brightun’ hats
‘he'd seen earlier that day. Greg suggeated that we all wear tight

. Black trousers with sllver-spangied stripes runaing down the seams,
- atid Harry Bell suggested bandelerog, Without realising it we had
-elipped into using a Hollywood style paeude~-dexican accent and eack
wey suggestion was greeted with many “arriba’s and "si alts, “and
we'll request that we have our very own Mexican badges", someones
threw in, to which the unanimous reply was: “BADGES? We don’? need no
ateenkin’ badges!" (srogee reference see: Treasure of thse Sierra
Madre”), By this tise the bar had opened at last and we all grabbea
@ driak to toast our ideatity as a fringe group: Mexican fandom...
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o.othe Kind wko read S¥ and jangines, Spontangously we beoke date
Hexicau-Like gung, “aye yi yd yiocas ts Ib waa the oniy Meulean songs
we kusw and evan then we didg‘t kuow the past of dt go we juet kept
ainging the save phrases over and over agaia: “aye yi yi yiocsmye ¥i
Yi Yisesoo%, Moxvisan ftondos vas born,

=%

And there you have it. How for an update on various aspects of the
convention frou those responsible Por themes..sve

fff MS if you think that all Seienes Piction convention Siva
Po Fad gh ar on Hecnewearn 4 4 vee tas Cian) ae. wienst ook PH o's Teer awhould feature apateshipe and people woariag flenbowls
on their beads then the MEXICO film programms is not for you. ifs
however, you Belleve that spavulative ¢laeas has as aany facets as
speculative Metica, I thiak we have some things to interest you, oo

There will be agyven full~length eovles at MEXICON, both ehaasies and
ieaser-knownh items, They range from “The Nan Who Would Be Wings
through “Alphaville® to "Celdne and Julae Go Boating", a brilliant
French fila which we'll be showine for the first ti at a British

a We algo have Revin Brownlow's "16 Happened Herat, the
wid-60s film about a Nagi oceapation of London, and James Ivery'¢
Savages", another Pirat, The full list will be announced nearer to
the actual convention, ag wll the varloug vartoons and shorta whieh
are presently oelng chosen, Slnee the filme form a part of the main
programme we hope y will all be well attended rather than becoming
a beer~break, ag ti have af some recent tang, You'll guet have to
vemamber to buy two pinte before you vlelt the halli

  
    

   

EAAIPIAIS 0794s I hagdly geewe like 1977 sas the last tise I
FANZING ROOM rah a fasroom, It seems gore Like 1877. Faces
and fanzines Rave changed acme alnce thes - geome for the better « but
the Pumction of a fanzine room remains such the saga: to give the
producers an oppertunity to reach mew readers, and the aew readers
{and the old who aren't as astive as tney gaybe ougat to be} a chance
to pick up on what's currently available,

Current fangines form one leg of our tri-partite echene, and in thia
apecific regard we'd Like a1] thoge who'rs intending to put out
faneines between ace and MEXICON to rus off a few extra with the idee
os puttiug thea out for seals (at nominal costa) in the fanzine room.
Any and all types of fanzine welcome, from ths deterainedly sercon to
tke sogt obscurely personal. Any fansditora who want to provide sei f-
publicity are certalnuly encouragsd te do so = the gore grose and
blatant the better.

Old fanuines are, in our view, equally daportant, The sort of junk
you've got atuck sowewhers that you can’t get rid of or bring vour~
selY to throw avay may be just what someone elee wants « Lf az to
cherish forever then jugt to read and apill beer en in the fanroom.
Whet we want to do is arrange e substantial masa of fanzines in some
sort of sengible order so that peosle ean generally root through ther
ov Leave them behind, whichewer scems more appropriates

AgacGclated with the take<away library is a fanzine auetion, a oace

my
oy
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popular fanmish event we're reviving out of sheer perversity, Moat of
the beat and most famous shart donated to the fanrcom will be
axtractsd for this, asinly in the hope that it won?t just be used for
beer-mats or nose-wipes and that individuals who are genuine fanzine
enthustasta and collestors will have a chanee to pick ap on interest-
ing items, Prices will, as with the sales table, be probably pretty
nominal, and we're planning on waking the event as euch an entertain~
meat aganything else,

Regarding all the above, we at Mexicon Gentral would like fanzine
editors to tell us as secon as possible that they do intend offering
material up for the asles table, and we'd like people with fanzine
collectiona they can mo Longex contemplate keepiag to actiually get
their stuff to either myself (Greg Pickersgill) or to Harry Bell at
some time in advance of the convention, or at least as early on in
the event as possible, eo that it may be properly sorted,

We're also after @laplays, photos, and the like. If you see anything
that entertains you bring or send it on and we'll find apace for it,

|

Greg Pickeragiil or, if sore cenvenioats Harry Ball
7A bawreaes Ras, 2 Lincoln 8t.,
South Ealing Categhsad
London #5 4XJ, Tyne & Wear NES 4ER.

FAN PROGRAMME The fanzine programme will concentrate on
intelligent discuasion of those perennial

topies of interest which fill! faagine lettercoluans. #e hope te
generate both heat and Bight,

Among the delights in atore will be "Meet The Critics", Sison
Ounsley, former MATRIX reviewer and editor of STILL 1% MOVES, will be
one of a number of critdes putting individual views on the purpose
and ideal form of fanzine reylews, Are critics just sotivated by
elitist bloodlust? Or le there some Higher Purpose, cruelly
ignored by the multitude? Find! out at MEXICON.

Another item, already mentioned, is the fanzine production workshop.»
Here I need your help. Whaat do you potential fanzine editors (or even
experienced ones) want to know about the physical production of a
fangine? Are there specific techniques such as, for instance, the
patching-in of elestrostencile canto ordinary stencils, that you
particularly want to see deaonstrated? Let us knows

Abl Froat
69 Robin Hood Gdas.,
Cotten St.,
London B14,

And now we go over to Chris Evans for a few words on the serioudes.,.



SFE PROGRAMM, ao SYP programae will be designed to explore
she current status of aclence fiction in ites

wore ambitious and literary forme, 1% will discuss the state of the
art and examine trends with a view to establishing what sort of
future SF has as a G@istinet literary category, or whether it Ras a
future at all.

Many iaportant contemporary writere from Thomas Pynchon to Dords
Leaning have bagun to use SF wmotife in their work, and the
programme will explore the influence these writers are having ou the
field. It will aleo look at the role of the critics, the function of
SF as a prophetic and socially conacdous literature (with reference
te Orwell), aad the idea that SF may be an adolescent form of
literature, On a more practical level, it will consider the present
etate of the marketplace, with editors and established writers on
hand to offer advice to new writers.

Among the guests who have agreed to appear on the prograsae are the
authors Russel Hoban, Garistopher Priest, Richard Cowper, Robart
Holdgstock, and Lisa Tuttle; the critics Peter Nicholle and John
Clute; aud the sditers Halcolm Edwards (of Gollance} and Richard
Evans (of Futural.

And, finally, we'se currently investigating the possibility of
doing something a little Gifferent ~ presenting the premiere of a
play based on Philip K.Dick*’s last aowel, THE TRANSMIGRATION OF

TIMOTHY ARCHER, as adapted by Geoff Ryzan,

iC The main convention hotel is the Reyal Station,
THE HOTEL geene of ths original PTYRECON of 1994, Itta quite
awazing to look down the present eembership list and see many neople
who, wheather (at the time) as young and innocent as Tony Johnaten or
as Old and deprived as Harry Sell, will remember the the Royal

Station aa a far better than standard-lasue cenvention botel and will
need lithis persuading to actually show up how that they've paid
their wenberskip, Far those whotve never xperienced the hotel
however, a few facts: Phe main con hall is on the firet floor and
has seating for more than 250 people, making it perfect for our
purposes, Birectly oppaaite the con hall is the convention bar, which
is in turn adjacent to the fanzine rooa, tc which you tan retire to
read o2d fangzines or Just to listen te the augic. And right next to
thie ie the Continuity Room, where small impromptu svents and group
meetings tan take place, with the Coneom Squadroom nearby to pre vide
ready assistance and instant information all through the convention,
The bookroca is around the corner, off one of the large landiage as
ideal for hanging around om, Dowmstairs is the hotel lobby, a large
circulating area where tae registration desk will be, and leading
3f this ts the main hotel bar which, like the others, ara open

until dam as a matter of course, and will regain open as long as
there is the trade to warrant doing se,

AS a vesuit of our good relationship with the sanagement there will
be iow cost bar meale (£2-23) in both rastaurants from 12 noone2, 40pm
and 6na-lOpe every day of the convention, and because of the
nanager?s fasclaztion with the idea of ‘MEXICON' there's a high
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likelinood these will include chili, tacos, refried beans, and esotericstuff Like that, with Nexican-gtyle drinks also avallabie in the bars.

The room rates we've negotiabed are really quite good in 1984 teres -cheaper than at gome conventions held im 1985, dn fact - as con beseen on the beoking form enclosed with this Progress Besort,

As far as rooms go we have 165 bedg allocated to us in the HoyalStation and a minimum of 90 eo far in the overfhow actel, the County,whieh le guite literally aeroea the road » & whole 40 yards away, Aswe have 250 people signed up already anyone determined te be in theSein hotel should sena buck thedy booking fore ag soon ag possible,

fers a j We would wrefer registration woney In advance of
i 2 ist: i advange oREGISTRAI iON tne convention, If bookiag rooms for geople notyet regietered please send their registration mousy along with yourbooking forges. Make ehegies payable to MEXICOR,

ADV,

  

 pe TISVAT(S Whliet we do aot intend sercying advertising in
pa oe Wallet we de ae ytex SAP OyI Ne a singFRTISING Bast« Reports we do iatend offering espace far

  

sale in the Programas Book. At present we don't have any fire policy ora nt, (2 anyone is interested ia vuying spate ia the Programme

 

Book they should eontast Rob Hansen, 94 Greenleal Ra, Saat Baa,iumadon R6 LDX, as soon as hossible and they will reweive ail therelevant information when it ia available.

 

BOOKROOM Harry Bell (address aa FANRINE ROOM) will be organising: Paste or the Bookroom, and althougi rates Rave not yet vaenfinalised asy enquiries to bin frog professional or fan dealere will beresponded to as soon ag things are getiled. Were vapeclally hooting toattract dealers carrying stock beraaps aot normally associated withSclence Fiction conventions, bab lavking thie the usual Heinleius andAsiwovea will just have to do,

FINA LY. and incredible as it may sound, tha soncept of MEXTCONa" has come under attack fron two different ang entirelyunexpected directions. One group seem convinced At will be nothingmore than a frivolous and entively social faunishe type convertion, withvirtually ao 'sertous! content, while another side hes run away with theidea that MEXTCON intends to be wholly bard-core serious asd constructeive with no room for the aore ‘ensual’ aspects of conventionsering.Neither of these ie of course true, MERIGON steers a deliberate anddetermined middle-sourse, amd is as true to it now as when it was firesconcelved. A glance at Chris Evans! sr programming and John Jarrold'sMiewligt will confirm there!s enough to gatiefy the digerininatingside of the brain. abigail Frost's fanzine-oriented iteme and thefanzine yroom will prowide the bridge and the Newcastle end of the conconmitties, after they te sompleted their ideolcgical aad botel liaisonroles, will use the experience they've gained trom many SILICONs (themost social and fannish convention of them all) to provide entertain~ments in the form of Sames, both rough and aore oc less intellectual,The frough' games will be hidden behind a discreet veil for the moment(though veterans of the YORCON @ faaroom gay have soms idea ofwhat'sin storej, but the quizzes are justifiably convention favourites andwill take several forms. More on the exact mature later, bub teams are
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noeded, gapetially those representative of fan-groups. {f you are
interested please contact Kevin Wiiliame, 19 Jesmond bese Ka.,
desaoud, Neveastie~upon-Tyne NE2 3q%, to put yoursely in lise to wis

decent
diseos

Nembershlps received to date:

Le

>ca
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MARTIN RUNNEY
ROBERT HOLDSTOCR
VINCENT CLARE
JIM BARKER
JOHN HARVEY
EVE HARVED
GREG PICKERSGILL
LINDA PISKERSGIL
ROB HANSEN
SOHN JARROLD
ABIGAIL FROST

   

  

  
| LAWSON
EVANS

CHRIS PRLES?
LISA THETLE
KEVIN WILLIAMS
SUE BILLIAMS
ARNOLD AKI RN
HARRY BELL
DARROLL PARDOS
ROSEMARY PARDOE
JOWN WILAES
FRANCES J, NELSON
PAUL VINCENT
BAVE COCK FIELD.
OWEN WHITEOAK
ANDY FIROH
JULTE SLEMTod
DAVID BRIDGES
BOB JACKSON
CORAL JACKSON
HIKE QANILDON
SIMON OUNSLEY

   

  

 

‘ROS KAVENBY
ALUN HARRY ES
BRISu SMITH
DAVE LANGFORD
HAZEL LANGFORD
HEIL HEPPLE
SUE HEPPLE
TONY BERRY
BOB DAY
DAL PRICE
MaUREEN PORTER
RICHARD COWPER
ALAN DOREY

    

origes (mo cheap wine this timel}. Evening and 'Pscpiea'ts'
are algo plannede

ROCHELLE

DAVE ELLIS
ESVIN BMICH
DIANA SMITE
PHIL JAMES
0, WES?
PAUL KINCAZD
PAUL BYLLIAKS
LOUISE WILLIAKS
DAVE HICKS
TAN WILLIAMS
TORY JOHNSTON
KATE MOORE
TAN MADLE
JANICE HAULE
HELL THOMPSON
JAYNE WHITTAKER
BRIAN ALDISS
GEOFY RYMAN
JIMMY ROBERTSON
JOHN STYLES
TIBS

_ RICHARD VINE
HICK LOWE
HARGARGT WELBANK
STEVE GREEN
TON TAYLOR
KATE DAVIES
RICHARD EDWARDS
ROGER PERCING
ANN TAOMAS
MARINA wOLROYD
LAUHa WHEATLEY
KEVAN GRAYSON
KEVIN HeeWOOD
BRUGE SAVILLE
TAIN C, TRORAS
JEREMY JOHANSON
Lanty SICKSON
AUDREY KELLOW
SCAR BALGLETSH

R. SNEDDON
DAVE WILKINSON
MARTIN TUDOR
LUCY HUNTZINGER
JOHN WALLACE



970
98.
99.
LOO.
201.
LOZ»
103.
104.
105,
106,

107»
108,
109.
110.
Like
ll2Ze
113.
Lids

415,
114.
Li}.
118,

119,
120.
i2i.
122.
12de
12h »

Liat

ALLISON WALLACE
KENNETH LAKE
PAUL OLDROYS
CHRIS DONALDSON
MARK HANSEN
ANB LOOKER
DAVID BELL
JOTCE SLATER
GARY KILWORTH
ANNETTE KILWORTS
MIKE FORD
COLIN FINE
DUNCAN BOOTH
MECKEY POLAND
PRTER COHEN
LINDA JAMES
ROY MACINSKI
GLEN WARMINGER
GRAHAM POOLE
JAN POOLE
PETE LYON
RECHARD’ SMITH
TIM ITLLING#ORTH
ANDREW ROSE
SUSAN FRANCIS
TAN SORENSON
MEKE DAMESICK
SUE THOMASON

125.
126,
aes
128,
129.
2306
A3l.
L32.
134.
L3he
135.
136,
L357.
138,
139.
140.
4434
Ages
143,
14h.
14S.
146,
147
148,
149,
150.

15k,

complete as of Decamber 4th 1983,

PETER WES'CON
COLIN SMITH -
JOHN STEWARD
ASHLEY WATERING
HAL ASH¥ORTH
CAROLINE MOLLAN
ANN WARREN
KEN SLATER
CHRISTINA LAKE
LILIAN EDWARDS
JOUN PAUL SHITH
ROSERT STUBBS
MARTIN SMITH
PAUL SORHER
KAY ALLAN
VINCENT BOCHERTY
JOSEPH NICHOLAS
JUDITH RANMA
MIKE SHERWOOD
ROGER ROBINDON
MARTIN HOARE
KATIE HOARE
HELEN MCNABB
JAMES BRONTON
DAVE Boob

ANDY ROBERTSON,


