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Novacon:Howthe Chair seesit
StevenLawson

Hello, hopeyouhada goodconvention.

Shouldyou beoneof the fewto readthis at the con, hello, hopeyouare
havinga goodtime,I'll be in the bar, mine’sa pint.

Seriously though,whowouldhavethoughtall thoseyears agowhen|
shyly turnedupfor myfirst Novaconthat | wouldendup“running”Novacon41?
Backthenthe Committeewerelike untoGods—they conversedwith people|
hadonly dreamedof meeting,andseemedto be in completecontrolof all they

surveyed.

Asfar as | knowtheymightwell havebeenin completecontrol, but after

beingon anumberof ConCommittees| tend to doubtit.

Backthen | really wasshy, | took a lot of photographsduring myfirst
Novaconandthenthe nextyearshowedthemto peopleas an icebreaker, back

thennoinstant digital gratification, youreally did haveto wait to the nextConto
showpeoplethingslike this: noemail, noFacebook,noLive Journal, noTwitter,

noflying cars, nojet packs........ oopssorry channellingTonyBerrythere.

But | digress, I’m really proudto be chairing this year’s Novaconand
hope| amdoing/havedonea goodjob, but | couldn’t havedone/bedoing it
withoutthe rest of mycommittee,Alice, Cat, Eve, Helena, John, Richard and

Tony, thankyouvery much,also DaveHicks for ferrying Cat backandforth,
Martin Hoarefor tech, SerenaCulfeatherfor the Art Show,to namebut a few.

Thereare manyother peopleto thank, you knowwhoyouare and | hopeto

catch upwith youall at the bar, but just in case, thankyou.

| amalso very, very pleasedto haveJohn Meaneyas our Guestof
Honour,frommypoint of viewJohnis the ideal Novaconguest, hestarted as a

fan like the rest of us andshoweduswhatyoucandoif youworkreally hardat
yourcraft, andnowheis a Pro, butstill hashis fannish core. In addition | want

to saya big thankyouto himfor providingthecoverartworkfor this programme
book, is this a first time a GoHauthorhasdonethis?

Enjoy the weekendand don’t forget to join Novacon42 before you
leave.



   
TheBirminghamScienceFiction Groupwasfoundedin 1971
to enablelocal andnot solocal fans to get togetherto discuss

sciencefiction andrelated topics.

Wemeetonthe secondFriday of everymonth,7:45pmat the
Briar RoseHotel onBennett’s Hill in Birmingham,just 5 minutes

walkfromNewStreet Station andhandyfor all busroutes.
Weusually start the eveningwith a guestspeaker, often a

professionalin the field suchas Brian Aldiss, Terry Pratchett or
Peter Hamilton.

If youlive anywherein or aroundthe WestMidlands, the BSFG
is the groupfor you! Forfurther information, anda copyof our

monthlynewsletter, please:

Email: BHAMSFGROUP@YAHOO.CO.UK

VISIT OURWEBSITEAT:www.birminghamsfgroup.org.uk

   



John Meaney
Anappreciation byAlastair Reynolds

I'm not sure I'd wantto get lost inside John Meaney’shead. Not so

muchbecauseit’s a frightening place —althoughthere are certainly a fewdark

recesses| wouldn’twantto pokearoundin too much —but becauseit’s just so

vast andlabyrinthine, full of mirrors, trapdoorsandsecret passageways.John

knowsa lot of stuff, andhe’s absorbedit so deeplythat hecanteaseout exactly

the subtle, non-obviousconnectionsthat are grist to anynovelist. For ascience

fiction writer (althoughthere’s rather moreto Johnthat just sciencefiction) that’s

anespecially useful skill. John’s booksandstories gointeresting places.

I've knownJohn for aboutten years, althoughour careers hadbeen

parallelling eachother (sort of) for abouta decadebefore that. “Spring Rain’,

John’s first piece offiction appearedin Interzone in 1992,twoyears after my

ownfirst publication in that magazine.| rememberreading it with tremendous

admiration. It wasfluent, elegant, effortlessly evocative in its descriptions

—conjuring a future that wasboth familiar andplausibly exotic. It also opened

thefirst portal into theworldof the mu-spacepilots, a fictional realmJohnwould

return to throughouthis career.

John went onto becomea fairly regular contributor to Interzone

throughoutthe nineties, publishing a slewof inventive, knife-sharp stories. This

wasa sourceof considerableirritation for me,since it moreor less coincided

with a periodwhen,after a handfulof promisingearly sales, i couldn’t getthemto

buya damnedthing. Whatdarksecrets did this Meaneycharacterknow?What

sinister mind-controltechniqueswasheexerting onthe Interzone editors?

| shouldhaveknownbetter, of course. WhileJohn doesin fact possess

sinister mind-controltechniques,the reasonhewasselling to Interzone in such

annoyinglyprolific termswasthat hewassimply very, very good—andthey

recognisedit.

Backthen, when“surfing the internet” consisted of beingable to use

FTPandnot muchmore,it wasno easymatterto find out aboutother writers.

All | knewof this John Meaneypersonwaswhatwasprinted in the terse
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biographical notesappendedtohis stories. HewasBritish, orIrish background,

andheworkedin IT. | think aninterest in martial arts mayhavebeenmentioned,

if it wasn’talready evidentfromthe stories themselves.In fact, as the nineties

wore on, John becameanincreasingly familiar and popular figure at SF
conventions—but since | wasn'tgoingto themmyself(and didn’t start doingso
until well into millennium)it wasa while beforeourpathscrossed. Bythen, John

wasalreadywell into a careeras a novelist.

John had published his first book, TOHOLDINFINITY, in 1998. |
boughtit on sight, not just becauseI'd read andenjoyedhis stort fiction, and
fully expectedit to be good(it was)but also becauseit hadthe mostgorgeous
Jim Burnscover. Yes, shallow of me—but I’ve long held to the belief that while
there are goodbooks(and records) with rubbish covers, there are very few
rubbish books(or records) with goodcovers. Andsoit proved. TOHOLD...
is a modernspaceoperawhich, saturated asit is with both an insider’s view
of cybernetics, anda real, bruise-raw understandingof martial arts, couldn’t
really havebeenwritten by anyoneelse. It also offered ourfirst novel-length
view of the mu-spaceuniverse, to which John returned for the Nulapeiron
sequence,beginningwith PARADOX(2000), andconcludingwith CONTEXT
(2002)andRESOLUTION(2005). Afewyears into the newcentury, with four
shiny post-cyberpunkspaceoperasunderhis black belt, it wouldhavebeen
temptingto assumethetrajectory of John’s careerwasgoingto be pretty easy
to extrapolate—moreof the same,basically.

But John’s cleverer thanthat. Whatfollowed wasaviolent swerveinto
the decidely not-shiny worldof the Tristopolis books- BONESONG(2007)and
DARKBLOOD(2008). Excursionsinto a parallel universe in whichtechnology
functions —there are skyscrapers, motorbikes(all right, madeout of bones),
aircraft —but in which it is poweredby vast reserves of psychic energygiven
off by the processing of corpses on an industrial scale —are youwith me?
TheTristopolis booksare police procedurals, though, andontheir ownterms
they function with meticulousclockwork logic, fully inhabiting their invented
cosmology,so that —while we're presentedwith wraithes and spirits and
hauntedelevators anda kind of occult forensics department—we’re neverin
anydoubtthat Johnis in completecontrol of the genremechanicsofhis story,
trusting his readersto trust him.



That deftness with thriller conventionsserved John well for NEW

JERUSALEM,anabsorbingalternate-history cold-warspynovel, set in the early

1960sin a world in whicha newJewish state has beenformedin Germany.

As with all of John’s books, there’s a basic level of authenticity to the action

sequenceswhichis simplyabsentin a lot of writers —a sensethat, if youwere

to stage the fights andchases, they’d makeabsolute sense asdescribed. It’s

notjust that John’s martial arts backgroundhasgivenhima thoroughgrounding

in whatdoesanddoesn’t work, in purely physical terms.It’s also that he’s an

intensely visual writer, with a keeneyefor the spatial relationships between

things, whetherit’s characterssquaringoff in a room,or the critical organisation

of buildings andsightlines in an outdoorscene. John’s booksfeel like they've

beenthought-through,andthat conviction carries throughthe reader. It’s a far

harderthing to pull off thanyou'd think, but becauseJohn gets it right, without

anyfuss, it’s not alwaysobviousthat there’s a massiveamountof basic craft

goingonbehindthe scenes,setting things upso that the readeris immediately

there, immersedin the picture with full HD-vision.

I've said nothing about RAGNAROK,John’s newreturn to the

Nulapeirion universe (I’m reading it now), or the pseudonymousThomas

Blackthornebooks. Norhave| said anythingaboutall the other goodthingsin

John’s writing: his neatwaywith a shorthandscienceexplanation, his witty use

of dialogue, his sharply delineated characters, his basic humanityandobvious

enjoymentoflife. John maytake us to somegrim anddisturbing places, but

we'reneverin anydoubtasto the basic sanity of our guide.

That shouldn’t be a surprise, because,in person, John is definitely

oneof the goodguys. Oftenaccompaniedbyhis delightful wife Yvonne,John

has beena popularfixture at conventionsfor manyyears now. Acompact

powerhouse(although not, | think, animatedby the psychic energiesof vast

numbersof corpses—although,whoknows?)Johnis anengagingandgenerous

racounteur, with a readywit anda brain fizzing with randomconnections,like

Robbiethe Robotonthe vergeof short-circuiting. I've neverheardJohn saya

badwordaboutanotherpersonin the SF community,and—fittingly, perhaps

—|’veneverheardanyonesaya badwordaboutJohn. Mywife and| are lucky to

countJohnandYvonneasvirtual neighboursin ourhilly cornerof SouthWales,

andwe—asa field - are morethan lucky to havehimamongus.
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TheProgramme

Friday

19.00—19.30 OpeningCeremony

Yourchanceto meetthe committeeandour Guestof Honour,find outwhat
treats are in store for youover the weekend,andfind out howto volunteer
yourservices.

19.30—20.30 TheyTried ToMakeHimGoTo Rehab

Wetried for JonathanRoss,buteventhe BBCcouldn’t afford his contract. At
least SteveGreenwill host his infamousNovaconchatshowfor a pint anda
packetof peanuts,andactually he’s not that fussedaboutthe peanuts.

21.00—22.00 BookLaunchParty

Comealongandget a fresh, sparkling copyof John Meaney’snewbook
Transmissionlong beforeit is in the shops, signedthenandthere bythe
author. Freewineandnibbles!

22.30—00.00 Charades

Takea breakfromall the intellectual cut andthrust andfree your inner child
with somephysicalsilliness.

Saturday

10.00—11.00 TheDarkSide OfTheUniverse

Pushthosehangovercuresto thelimit with the first of this weekend’sscience
talks, featuring Dr. MeghanGrayfromthe Schoolof PhysicsandAstronomy
at the University of Nottinghamwhowill discuss the mysteriousdarkmatter
that webelieve makesupmostof the massin the Universe:whywethinkit is
out there, the techniquesweusetofind it, andhowit underpinsthe growthof
structure on cosmologicalscales. Shewill also play devil’s advocateandask
the question: whatif we’vegotit all wrong?Arethere alternative explanations
for the observationswesee?
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11.30—13.00 BookAuction

RogPeytonandChris Morganwill help youexpandyour extensivebook
collection with somesecondhandbut well loved bargains.

13.30—14.30 Guestof HonourTalk

Comeandget to knowJohn Meaneyour Guestof Honour.

15.00—16.00 British Paperbacks,especially SF: a brief
history.

Chris Morganpresentsa history of paperbacksin Britain fromthe earliest
timesupto about1960,concentratingon SF, with lots of lovely coverart
depicting scientifically inaccurateandsexist subject matter

16.30—17.30 This is our FannishLife

RogPeytonandStanNichols sharea wealthof anecdotesin their personal
takeonthe differences betweenLondonandBirminghamfandomand
especially whatwashappeningin the 1950s/60s.

18.00—19.00 Reel Horrorshow

SteveGreenpresentsa selection of weirdandwonderfulshort movies,culled
fromhis years runningthe Delta Film Award

19.30—20.30 | CanMakeYouWrite

John Meaneyleadsaitemthat in his ownwordsis ‘guaranteedto bebonkers’
that promisesexactly whatit saysonthetin.

21.30—22.30 15:1

Ourtakeonthe popularTVquiz show.

23.00—00.30 NovaconConsideredas a Helix of Semi-
funnySkits

lan Sorenenandhis fewremainingfriends look at the history of Novacon
andtreatit with the sort of scathingcontemptyou'dexpect. Therewill befun,
songsanda completeabsenceof veracity. Butof coursethere will bea happy
ending:youwill behappyit’s ended.
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Sunday

10.30—11.30 Megadeath

DrFrazer Pearce, also fromthe Schoolof Physics andAstronomyat
the University of Nottingham,will cheerus all upby looking at potential
catastrophesthat could kill a million plus people, suchas asteroid strikes,
plagueetc., discussing the scientific backgroundbehindthem.

12.00—13.30 Art Auction
Comealongandtreat yourself to a piece or twoof the fantastic artworkthat
hasbeenondisplay in the artshowoverthe weekend.RogPeytonandChris
Morganarethe auctioneers.

14.00—15.00 BadlyDrawnFans
Anupdatedversion of the popularitemfromCorflu whereDaveHickswill
narrate a slide showof his ownandother people’s fanart. Helphimfigure
out whythehell hedid someof thosedrawings. Hearhowto get workfrom
fan artists withouttoo muchviolence, adviceonyourfannish postureandtop
tips onhowto become- andstay —a Big NameFanbyappearingregularly in
cartoons.

15.30—16.30 Attack of the Sixty ThreeInch Woman

SinceJoannaRuss’sdeaththere seemsto be adramaticincreasein
voices out there whoperceiveanapparentlack of womenwriting andbeing
publishedin SF. Is this perceptioncorrect or flawed?TheresaDerwinleads
the debatewith HelenaBowles,lan Whates,Kari andothers

17.00—18.00 AwardsCeremony

Wesayabig thankyouto all thosewhomadeit possible, give outlots of
fabulousgifts andprizes, andawardthe Novas.

19.00—Late BeerandFoodTasting

Butof courseit’s byno meansoveryet. ComeandsamplesomeMexican
food andinteresting beerandsoft drinks andtreat yourself to anothernightin
the hotel. Entry ticket required, available at the Registration Deskthroughout
the weekendfor a small fee or in exchangefor three bottles of yourfavourite
beer.
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TheArtshow

SerenaCulfeather

It isn’t easyto comeupwith different andmoreinteresting waysof saying

Pleasecomeandvisit theArt Show
so this is anewtactic!

Newto conventions, the Art Showwasa bit of a scary prospectfor me.It is
invariably housedin a far corner andhaving madethat journey, the visitor is
faced with signs warningagainst a numberof crimesyoumight—wittingly or
otherwise—commitwhilst in there. I’m the sort of personwhoseessuchsigns
andimmediatelyworries that | will havean uncontrollable urge to carry out
theseevil deedsandbedraggedout andde-badged.

Havingpassedthegetting-over-the-threshold hurdle, | thenworrythat | amnot
a suitably art-appreciating person—will that be obvious?Should| offer myart
qualifications for verification? Whatif | don’t GETthe images?Will | haveto
offer anopinion?

Asyoumighthavegathered,the inside meis really quite paranoidandnervy
and | like to think she is suitable sat uponmostof the time. Takingthe rather
hugeleap in assumingthere are others equally as weirdas me,let meassure
Novacon-goersnew,old andintermediatethat ourArt Showis NOTathing of
scariness andourcorridor is a bright andfriendly one.

| love art and all the different forms it takes and like a goodbook,there is
a story in everyframeor sculpture whichthe viewercan put his or her own
interpretation on. Thereare things| like that youwouldn'tandequally there are
itemswhichsell for millions that | wouldn’tgive wall spaceto.
in fact, | havenowall spaceleft for artworkandall surfaces are claimedin my
house. However,this doesn’t preventmefrom looking and appreciating art
worksandin truth, it's neverstoppedmefrompurchasingmoreeither.

Thereis alwayssomethingnewto seein ourArt Showandalthoughweare a
small convention—as conventionsgo- like to think weput ona gooddisplay
of art workthat will neverbedisappointing.

Youneedto arrive with yourconventionbadgeandwe'drather youdidn’t smear
chocolateor ice-creamoverthe exhibits butotherthanthat, there are no rules
andyouare free to look andthink andperhapsbeinspired.
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GeneralCertificate Of ScienceFiction
Education(and draw)

VernonBrown

Onthe nextfewpagesyouwill find a GCSEQuestionPaper. Youshould
also find a looseA4size AnswerSheet—if not pleasecontact Registration.

This is a multiple choice quiz. Eachquestion has beengiven several

answers, only one of which is correct. Theyare often abbreviatedbecause

giving themin full wouldmakethe correct answertoo obvious.Youmustmatch

youranswerto oneof the given ones.It’s a bit like beinggiven specifications for
makinga key, togetherwith five different locks. If the key is madecorrectly it will
fit oneof the locks, if it’s not, it won't.

INSTRUCTIONS

1/ Thereare three Sections to the Paper—Section B is easy, Section A is
mediumandSection Chasharderquestions. Youhaveto submittwoSections

whichmustinclude Section A. If yousubmitSectionsA&Byouwill obtain an

OrdinaryLevel GCSECertificate if youpass, if yousubmitSectionsA&Cyou
will gain anAdvancedLevel GCSECertificate if youpass. Pass markis 40%
andeachCertificate is graded.

2/ Readeachquestion, decideonyouranswerandmatchit to a givenanswer.

Whenyouhaveansweredas manyquestionsas possible decidewhetheryou

will submitSectionsA&Bor SectionsA&C.If bothLevels are submittedonly the
OrdinaryLevel paperwill be marked.Please submityouranswersunderyour
ownname,precociousnessis onething, giving a certificate or drawprize to an

infant is another.

3/ TheAnswerPaperhas numberedandlettered squaresthat correspondto

the questionsandanswersonthe QuestionPaper. Carefully BLOCKOUTwith

black or blue ink, ballpoint or felt tip the squarescorrespondingto yourchosen

answers.DoNOTcircle, cross or otherwisemarkthe squares, or use pencil,

becausethe markingmechanismwill not beable to copewith it andyourpaper
will be rejected. If you makea mistakeput a large X through the incorrect

square.
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4/ Similarly blockoutthesquarescorrespondingto the LEVELyouaresubmitting
([O]* OR[A]*) ANDthe SECTIONyouhavechosen([O]* OR[A]*), otherwise

they will be markedat “O” Level. PRINTyour nameandaddresslegibly in
the spaceprovided—youranswerpaperwill be returnedto youwith this part

showingthroughthe windowof a windowenvelopesothe postal services must
beable to readit if necessary.

5/ Post yourAnswerPaperin the GCSEboxat Registration before 11.00a.m.
on SUNDAY,preferably earlier, but watchthe GCSEpostersfor anyalteration
to this deadline. Pleaseonly fold it onceonthe arrowedline. All AnswerPapers
submittedwill beenteredinto a free draw.

6/ | hopeto beable to markthe papersandgive certificates at NOVACON,if |

can’t, theywill bepostedto you. AskmeonSundayafternoonwhat| will do. The
drawprize will begivenat the ClosingCeremony.

7/ Finally, Certificates will begivenor sent directly to you, nooneelse will know
howyou havedoneunless youtell them. So please havea go, youmaybe

better thanyouthink.

SECTIONAQUESTIONS(MEDIUM)

01/ Whichfilm inventedthe countdownfor a spaceshipslaunch?
a/DFIM b/FMITMc/FP d/FTETTMe/JTTS

02/ In whichnovel are peoplekepthappywith the drugSoma?
a/ BNWb/NEF c/TSM d/TTM e/ U

03/ Whois the favourite composerofAlex in a “AClockworkOrange’?
a/ Beethovenb/ Handel c/Mozart d/ Sibelius e/ Wagner

04/ In whichfilm doesYul Brynnerplay a robot gunslinger?
a/ RandomQuest b/ Robocity c/Timeslide d/ Waterworld e/
Westworld

05/ Whatis the numberof the robot whobecomesintelligent in “Short Circuit”
(film)?
a/1 b/3 c/5 d/7 e/9

06/ Whatmenacedothefire breathingdragonsof Perndestroy?
a/D b/K c/M d/N e/T

07/Whowrites the “HonorHarrington’novels?
af/DD b/DWc/HH d/JB e/ TT

08/ In whichdecadedid the term“Robot”first appear?
a/ 1890s b/1900s c/1910s d/1920s e/ 1930s
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09/ In the novel“TheDeathof Grass”whatkills it?
a/ Climatechange b/ Fungus c/Nematodesd/ Pesticides e/ Virus

10/ Whatis the nameof the spaceshipin thefirst “Alien”film?
a/ Anastasia b/Explorer c/Freedomd/Nostromoe/ Pegasus

11/ In “EscapefromNewYork”whathasManhattanbecome?
al Armycampb/ Isolation hospital c/Museumd/ Prison e/
Reservation

12/Whatdoesthe“T” standfor in JamesT Kirk?
a/ Taylor b/ Theodorec/Thomasd/ Tiberius d/ Trafalgar

13/ Therecent exhibition “OutOfThis World: ScienceFiction but ....” washeld
where?
a/BL b/BM c/LU d/NBC e/VAAM

14—17. Fromwhichstories are the followingfirst lines/sentences taken?

14/ BrotherFrancis Gerardmightneverhavediscoveredthe blessed
documents,hadit not beenfor the pilgrim with girded loins whoappeared
during that novicesLentenfast.
alACFL b/ATF c/BIA d/BTJ e/TIA

15/ Whena daythat youhappento knowis a Wednesdaystarts off by
soundinglike a Sunday,thereis
somethingseriously wrongsomewhere.
af BTGHb/BUH c/IHH d/TDOTTe/TMS

16/ Onceuponatimethere wasa Martiancalled ValentineMichaelSmith.
af/FMOMb/NEF c/SIASL d/TT e/TV

17/ Just as he pulled himself upto the rock ledge, hehearda suddenrattle
andfelt a prick of fangs.
a/APOMb/EA c/JTTCOTEd/TI e/TP

SECTIONB QUESTIONS(EASY)

18/Tatooineis a planet in whichSFseries?
a/DWb/RD c/ST d/SWe/V

19/ Whatis the nameof the ParanoidAndroidin “TheHitchhikers Guideto the
Galaxy’?
af Alvin b/CPO c/ Gavin d/ Marvin e/ Robin

20/ WhowasFlash Gordon’smainenemy?
a/ Balur b/ Black Knight c/ Mingthe Merciless d/ Odin e/ Vale the
Vicious

21/ Whatwasthe nameof HansSolo’s ship?
a/ Centurion b/Eagle c/ MilleniumFalcon d/ Quest e/ Trader’s Love
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22/ Who,in film, sings “Daisy, Daisy, give meyouranswerdo”as his mind
deteriorates?
a/Arnold b/ Charly c/HAL9000 d/iIBM_ e/ Madison

23/ In whichdecadedid “Eagle”comicfirst appear?
a/ 1930s b/1940s c/1950s d/1960s_ e/ 1970s

24/ In the novel “Dayof the Triffids” onwhichisland dothe maincharacters
end up?
alA b/G c/lOD d/IOM ef |OW

25/At the endofthefilm “Planet of theApes” whatwreckageis seen?
a/ Big Ben b/ Eiffel Tower c/ Flying Saucer d/ Statueof Liberty e/
Submarine

26/Whatare the Sliding Doorsin the film of the samename?
a/ Airlock b/ Carriage c/ Lift d/Prison e/ Timeportal

27/\n the film “Frequency”howis importantinformationexchanged?
a/ Computerb/Microdot c/Morse d/ Radio e/ Telephone

28/After whoare the HugoAwardsnamed?
al JBH b/HG c/HGWd/HRHe/ RAH

29/ Whoarethe pleasureloving peoplein “TheTimeMachine”?
a/Alumini b/ Eloi c/Morlocks d/Siths e/ Solarians

30/ HowmanyLawsof Roboticswerethere originally?
af1 b/2 c/3 d/4 e/5

31 —33. Fromwhichstories dothe followingfirst andlast lines/sentences
come?

31/ Heloved Big Brother(last line).
a/ACO b/AF c/AGDOd/BNWe/ NEF

32/ Overhead,withoutanyfuss, the stars weregoing out(lastline).
a/DNMM_b/ FATE c/LTBL d/TAN e/ TNBNOG

33/ Far out in the unchartedbackwatersof the unfashionableendof the
WesternSpiral armof the Galaxylies a small unregardedyellow sun(first
lines).
al aneb/RFTS c/SWd/THHGTTGe/ WSU

SECTIONCQUESTIONS(HARDER)

18/ Which1968film wasbasedon“TheSentinel” byACC?
a/|OTBS b/JCW c/TASO d/TT ef VOTF

19/WhatwasGeorgesMelies 1902epicfilm called?
al/AALL b/AU c/SEB d/LVDLLe/ MTM

20/ In which1940'snoveldid the herofind himself in a worldof SF?
a/AWODb/SP c/TFIH d/WMU_e/ WO!
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21/ Shakespeare’s“TheTempest’is adaptedinto which1956film?
a/FP b/G c/JIS d/KOTUe/RUR

22/Theassassination of Hitler in 1944is the basis for whichnovel?
a/AH b/DOADc/FOTR d/IHHD e/ TAWWT

23/ Whichof the followingtitles is oddmanout?
a/ Outof the Silent Planet b/Perelandra c/That HideousStrength d/
TheWorldBrain

24/ In “Lest DarknessFall’ (de Camp)with whatmajorinnovationdoesthe
timetraveller changethe past?
a/ Antibiotics b/ Dentistry c/Gunpowderd/ Modernmaths e/ Radio

25/ Whoare the twocounties occupyingmuchof NorthAmericain PKD’s‘The
Manin the HighCastle”?
a/Arabia/ltaly b/ China/India_c/ France/Spain d/Germany/Japan_e/
Russia/Mexico

26/ Whatproducesthe powerto propel the Nautilus in “20,000Leaguesunder
the Sea”(novel JV)?
a/ Battery b/ Charcoal c/ Gunpowderd/ Oil e/ Sunlight

27/ Wherewouldyoufind the “Maisond’Ailleurs’?
a/Arrakis b/ England c/ France d/ Switzerland e/ Videssos

28/ In “Quatermassandthe Pit”, whatwasin thepit?
a/Alien rubbish b/ Nuclearbombc/ Spaceship d/Timemachinee/
Transmitter

29/ Tostart with CaptainBarlennan,like his crew,did not like heights. Whatis
the novel?
a/ Circumlunar b/ ColonyShip c/ Deluge d/ Mission of Gravity e/
Waterworld

30/TheAngevinEmpireis the mainsetting for a series of stories bywhom?
a/ACC b/DD c/EES d/ HBP e/RG

31 —33. Fromwhichstories are the following last lines/sentencestaken?
31/ “It's a cookbook”hesaid.

a/CFS b/DOTTc/IAL d/TSM e/TTM
32/ Samwoke.

af/F b/L c/TLS d/TSWe/TTT

33/ Herwordsechoinghauntinglyclear in the void shehadleft behindher: |
didn’t doanythingto die for. . . | didn’t doanything.
af/AFA b/LMOEc/TCE d/TLT e/ TSM
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ThatWasTheYearThatWas
TonyBerry

This yearis the 40"anniversaryof Novacon.Ahyes, 1971,the yearwhenthe

luminaries of the AstonUniversity SFGroupsaid “Hey,whydon’t weput on a

conright here!”. Sowhatelse happenedin 1971?Quitea lot actually.

This wasthe yearthat the UKwentdecimal. | rememberwalkingdownto
the shopclutching myNewPencecoins; | can’t rememberwhat| boughtbut
sweetsis a goodbetcos | was13andfat. MPsalso votedfor the UKto join the
EECor CommonMarket. Howdid that workout? Onlytimewill tell.

Just to makeyou cry into your beer, the averageprice of a housewas

£5,632andpetrol was33pa gallon. But inflation was8.6%andset to goa lot

higher.

1971could be said to bethe start of the Digital Age: the microprocessor
wasinventedbyIntel, TexasInstrumentslaunchedthefirst pocketcalculator,

the first floppy disks were used, the first email sent and the first internet
chatroomsappeared.

Whatelse? Well, the first CATscannerandliquid crystal display. TheOpen

University beganTVbroadcastsandsomeguysdrovea car - on the Moon.
North Seaoil productionbeganin Norway,Chinawasadmittedto the UNand
Greenpeacewasfounded.In the USthe voting agewasloweredto 18, while
in Switzerland womenweregiventhe right to vote for the first time (andyou

thoughtthey werereally advanced).Disneylandopenedin Florida and both

QatarandSierra LeonewonindependencefromBritain.

But | haven’t mentionedthe secondmost important event of 1977.

Theotherinstitution belovedof Fans celebrating its 40" anniversary is the
Campaignfor RealAle, whichwasfoundedbyfour blokesonholidayin Ireland.

Backthensevenmega-breweriesmade75%ofall beerin the UKandowned

half of the pubs. Fizzy gnats’-piss was on the menuand handpumpswere
fast disappearing. TheCampaignfor the Revitalisation of Ale as it wasknown
thenwassneeredat by the industry but hasnowbecomethe mostsuccessful
consumergroupin Europewith 120,000members,so raise a pint of Black
Sheepto the FabFour.

Of courseplenty of bad things happenedas well, not least the Vietnam
War,whichwasstill draggingon. Butlet’s focus onthe positive.
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Born in 1971: LanceArmstrong,WinonaRyder, Mariah Carey, Tupac
Shakur,andsomeof younodoubt. MickJaggermarriedBiancaPerezMorena
de MaciasandGeorgeHarrison putonthe concertfor Bangladesh.

ThemostpopularTVprogrammewasOpportunityKnocks.So there you
haveit —drosslike TheX-Factor, Britain’s GotTalent, Strictly ComeDancing,
it’s all the fault of HughieGreen.SteveGreen’sdad.

RNIBTalking Books
TonyBerry

NovaconhasbeensupportingTalking Bookssince the mid80sandthis year
is nodifferent. Sowatchoutfor raffle tickets beingsold andbuyplenty.

Last yearlain Bankspresenteda chequefor £4,100.00toa representativefrom
the Royal National Institute For The Blind’s Talking Booksorganisation. This
amounthad beencollected over a numberof years at various conventions,
along with donationsfromconsandsales of Becconbooks. TheRNIBsent
mea list of bookswhichhadbeenput forward for recordingandthe Novacon
committeechoseseveral of these and madefurther suggestionsof SF and
Fantasytitles that they mightconsider. Thefirst of theseto berecordedis Hull
ZeroThreebyGregBearand| havereceiveda copyof the bookusedby the
reader, a regular CDanda “Daisy” CDwhichwill only play ona Talking Books
machine(If youknowanybodywhousesone,let us knowandthey can have
it).

Thesecondbookto berecordedwill beRedemptionArk byAlastair Reynolds.

Therewill bea dedication onall recordingswhichreads“Therecording ofthis
bookhasbeenmadepossible by a donationfromthe membersof UKScience
Fiction conventions’. Naturally wehopeto get moreSF or Fantasybooks
recordedin the future.
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TheNovaCameFirst

Claire Brialey

Imagine,please, that youare at yourfirst SFconvention.

No,it could happen.Youmightlive in Nottinghamandbeinterested in
sciencefiction andyouheardaboutNovaconso youdecidedto comealong.
There’sa tradition of SFfandomin andaroundNottingham—clubs, conventions,

shopsas well as fans wholive there - andmaybethere wasevensomenot
completelycontemptuouscoverageof Novaconin the local mediasometimein
the past coupleof years.

Or you’re a fan of John Meaney;you’veread his novels or his short
fiction, or you mayevenhaveheardabouthis exploits at other conventions
wherehegavetalks requiring real properscientific equationsor demonstrated
martial arts —andyouare hopingthat hewill do it all again, or evenbetter call
for a volunteerfromthe audiencewhowill attemptto dothe splits betweentwo
chairs while correcting the formulaefor FTLspacetravel andhurt themselves
—andhe’s the guestof honourat Novacon41 so hereyouare.

Oryouhaverecently discoveredanenthusiasmfor SF fanzines and...
no, fair enough.Wecantry for suspensionof disbelief but let’s keepthis within

the realmsof the possible.

Of course,if this is yourfirst conventionyouget a free pass here, and
that maybe thefirst straightforward thing that’s happenedsince youstumbled

with relief uponthe barandsat downto sort out all these bookletsandleaflets

that the chapbehindthe table in reception thrust at you along with stern

injunctions alwaysto wearyourbadgeandneverto lose yourlanyard, unlessit
wastheotherwayround.Youmaynotethat nooneelse around youseemsto

bereadingthis programmebook.It’s traditional to assert that true fansonly read
the programmebookon the wayhomefromthe convention,whereasin fact

it's morelikely that they'll neverreadit at all (Sorry, Eve), andthis is whysome

peoplewill spendthe wholeconventionaskingother peoplewhat’shappening

nowandcomplainingthat they'vemissedsomethingtheywantedto see. These

maybe the samepeoplewhohavedeclared loudly before the conthat they
neverread progressreports, while asking their friends to tell themeverything

they needto knowaboutwhat’s happeningat Novacon,whereandwhenit is
this year, andwhetherthere’s anythingtheyneedto take with them.If youstick
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aroundin SFfandomfor a while youtoo will havethe option to becomea fan
like this. Or, y'know,not.

Anyway,if you’re in the bar you maynotice that someof the other
con attendeesaroundyou are reading other booklets. Someof themwill be
readingsomethingelectronic, or indeedhavinga conversationwith a passing
acquaintancewhichis muchenhancedbybeingonline despite the fact they’re
sitting next to oneanother, but somestill haveold-fashioned paperbookslike
whatthere usedto be backin the twentieth century, andsomewill havethese
bookletswhichyoumayeventuallydeduceare someof those fanzine thingies
mentionedin oneof the bits of paperthat camein a bundlewith this publication
or which—being newto all this andnot yet blasé aboutthe idea of actually
knowingwhat's meantto be going on —you've read aboutin advancein the
progressreports. Or, in fact, you really are a fanzine fan andhavetravelled
manymilesto collect all the latest titles that are still publishedon paperbyfans
whoactually showupat Novacon,andto vote in the Novaawardseventhough
you didn’t needto ’cos this yearyou could havedonethat fromanywherein
Britain or Ireland, providedthat you'd read six different eligible fanzines and
werewilling to makevalue judgementsbetweenthemandyou remembered
andyoucared.

Imagineinstead that youare not a fanzine fan but you havebeento
Novaconbefore. Yousometimesgoalongto the awardsceremony,since you're
still aroundonSundayafternoonandit’s nice to thankthe guestandcommittee
and staff for showingyou a goodtime; maybeyou're keento observethe
drawingoftheraffle, althoughit’s not whatit oncewaswhenyougot to applaud
everywinnerandtheir choice of prize andjoin in all the merrycries of ‘Fix’ when
Someonewonwho'devermetanymemberof the committeeor anyotherfansat
all. To reachthis pinnacleof entertainment,being in a benignandrelaxedmood
after having had a jolly enjoyableweekendhangingout with fellow science
fiction fans, you’re evenpreparedto tolerate that incomprehensiblebit nearthe
beginningwheresomelittle metal rockets are handedout to peoplewhoyou
know,or whoat least seemfamiliar after all theseyears, but whereyou're not
really clear whatit is they'vedoneto deservethis; still, everyoneelse seemsto
be applaudingafter a fashion, so maybeit’s a special sort of raffle for people
whodosomesort of weirdactivity youdon’t wantto enquireinto tooclosely.

If you're really not botheredaboutfanzines you maybe wondering
whyI’m apparentlyso workedup aboutall this. Novaconis, after all, oneof
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myfavourite conventions, andSF fans are mypeople—exceptfor that one
overthere, of course, whowetry not to talk about. It mightalso seemstrange
to youthat fanzinesstill havea formal place within Novaconwhentherearen’t

that manynewissues put out for the convention,nooneseemsto havetimeto
readthem—whichmightmeanthere are quite a lot aroundor simplythat even

fanzine fans aren’tprioritising readingwhatthere is - so no oneis really talking

aboutanythingnew,andthere are moreformerfanzine fans at the con than

current ones.Is thatit? Is it just nostalgia for a thing that weusedto do?

Manyyears ago | did not write fanzines. | did not evenread fanzines. | was

young,| wasfoolish, | did not havea beardor drink real ale, and| didn’t think

that fanzines hadanythingto sayto meor aboutmyinterests in SFfandom.

It turnedout that | wasquite wrongaboutall that, andduringthe past25

yearsmyposition hastherefore shifted a bit. Thepassageof time hasensured

that | amnowmiddle-agedanddrink real ale (andcommentaryaboutanyother

parts of that description that haveor haven’t changedwouldbe appreciated

in a quiet aside rather than yelled across the bar), but so far as fanzines are
concernedI’d comeroundbeforeanyof that happened.

Myviewchangedbecause| cametofind that fanzines are, in effect, all

aboutmeandwhat| value in SFfandom.Fanzinescancontain both personal

stories andcritical analysis, in-depth researchandephemeralwit, observation,
questioning, polemic, thoughtfulnessandhumouraboutSF andSF fans and

the other things that interest andinspire us, often expressedin pictures as well

aswords,althoughfanzinescanalso containart that worksperfectly well just as
art. Basically, fanzinescancontain all the experiencesof beinganSFfan, from

all sorts of perspectives, encompassingtheutterly familiar andthe almosttotally

alien andyet connectingmewith otherSFfans wholecontinentsand/orseveral

generationsapart. Aswell as with the personsitting next to mein the barwho|

could just, y’know,talk to directly instead.

Fanzinescan evencontain knobgags, although this is a reference
inserted primarily to be able to mentionthe EminentandVenerableSir Peter

Westonandthe reasonwhyhe’s neverat Novaconthese dayseventhough

he publishes a deeplyworthwhileandfascinating fanzine andhaswona rare
andoccasional BestFanNovaaswell as three of the regular fanzine sort. Over
time, the gossip andjokes within andaboutour communityalso becomepart

of the history wepassonto the nextwaveof fans whoare just like us —andit’s
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oneof the waysfor themtotell that they are.

SF fanzines, then, are simply part of how| communicatewithin fandom
andpart of how| interact with other fans; there are other places where| talk
about science fiction, enthuseabout newideas and rant about repeated
mistakes, but fanzines are placeswhereit lasts for morethan the momentof

the conversation.Andit is a conversation,if it goesright: if there isn’t response
to a fanzine, if the editor isn’t seekingsomesort of reaction andengagement,
then the fanzine becomesa soapboxor a pulpit rather than a meetingplace.

Andwe'vegot enoughof those sorts of waysto spreadour opinions around
already. If there wasno onereading the fanzines in which| write, or no one

responding,or nooneelse producingotherfanzinesto carry ondifferent part
of the conversationwhichinterests themmoreat the moment—well, it would

feel as thoughtherewasnopoint. Therehavebeenseveraltimesoverthe past
decade,in particular, whereit’s seemedthat mighthappen;but despite the
enthusiastic take-upof alternative waysto chat andargueandstay in touch,

fanzines haveso far managedto get a newleaseoflife eachtimetoo.

But still, mostpeople in SF fandomand mostpeoplespecifically at

Novacondon’t produceor participate in fanzines, andeventhosewhoclaim

to value themas a significant aspectof fan activity don’t appearto vote in the

Novasor to evenactually wantto pick upa fanzineandreadit, nevermindtake

it awaywith them.

This summer| got given a large metalrocketfor fan writing, whichwas
utterly unexpectedsince I’ve neverthoughtthat mychancesof winninga Hugo
weresignificantly enhancedby actually being on the short-list, in the waythat
buyinga ticket for the nationallottery makesit only very slightly morelikely that
you'll winthe big prize. Theceremonyitself wasoverwhelmingenough,butlater
that evening| thoughtthat there isn’t muchto comparewith the experienceof
walking into the fan loungeat a Worldconwith the Hugoawardthat you'vejust

wonandfinding a roomfulof yourpeersapplaudingyou.

But there is. Therewasthefirst time wewona Novaaward,backin

1996,a little bronzerocketthatsits in the living roomwith its silver successorsin
awaythat suggestswecamethird onceandsecondlots of times. Morethan75
peoplevotedthat year, and—althoughthere wassomeheart-warmingfannish

commentarysubsequentlyabouthowour fanzine winningwasAll Wrong,in a
waythatwehaveall cometo understandis part of the processof SFcommunity
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awards—it seemedas thoughenoughpeoplewereinterested for it to feel
meaningful.Thesewerethe peoplewhoknewaboutfanzines in the UKandthe

peoplewhocared, saying that they'd enjoyed ourfanzine.

Wedon’t needawardsto recognisethat weappreciatewhatother

peopledo in fandom;wecantell oneanotherandindeedother people, make

it personalandaddsomereal value to the thanksandcredit. SF fandomisn't

a competitivesport, or at least not the way| wantto doit; it’s not the sort of

pastimein whichI’d expectanyoneto participate primarily becausethey might
win a prize. Mostforms of appreciation are welcome,though, andthe best

appreciation is from peoplewhoknowandcare andunderstandwhatit is you

do. Thefirst time | wonmyownNovaaward,in 2002, | wasinitially evenmore

overwhelmedbecausethat mightmeanit wasmywriting peopleliked, not just

other contributions to myfanzine whichmeanttheycould cheerfully ignore my

bits. | foundout soonenoughthat only30-oddpeoplewerevoting bythen, with
at least 250people listed as membersof Novacon,which rather put it all in

proportion. | knowmyplace.

Fortunately, the Novarules makepretty clear that the awardshaveno

cosmicsignificance andare ‘a friendly pat onthe back’ within the community;

they’re specifically aboutappreciationfor the fanzine activity that peoplehave

enjoyedmostin the past year, not aboutsomeobjective standardof being‘the
best’. Yet the winnersoften indicate not just whatpeoplehappenedto enjoy
mostthat year, but the vibrancyof the fanzinefield at the time.

| suffer fromthe commondelusionthat SFfandom,funthoughit oftenis,

wasobviouslyreally goodjust before | got into it andthat I’ve therefore missed
all the bestbits. I've beenin fandomfor abouttwenty-five yearsandreadingSF
for someyearsbeforethat; but myfirst fanzine waspublishedfor Novacon25,

sixteen years agoto this very night, and | assumedthat fanzine fandom,too,

wasreally goodjust before | started to payattention. But last yearthe fanzine

conventionCorflu washeld in the UKfor the secondtime; andfor that, along

with MarkPlummerandRandyByerswhoare themselvestwoof myfavourite
fan writers, | co-edited a collection of British fanzine material fromthe period

in which I've beeninvolved. It wasilluminating to see from a distance how
peoplehadfelt aboutthe relevanceandutility of fanzines andfanzine fandom

over the pastfifteen years. Eventhe periods of high fanzine activity involved
a degreeof looking over ourshouldersto howit usedto be, anda degreeof

anxietyabouthowlongit could all besustainable giventhe otherwaysin which
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fans canconnectwith oneanotherin writing, andof coursewhetheranynew

blood wasflowing in to replace those whohaddrifted awayor actually died.

Sometimesit seemsas thoughwe’respendingmoretimeworryingabouthow

muchtime we'vegotleft rather than deciding in that caseweshould makea

pointof enjoyingit whilewecan. Andit rather seemsas though,wheneveryone

wasstill just enjoyingit, it wasall so obviouswhyweweredoing it that it went

withoutsaying.| still regret not beingable to bea part of the fanzine activity that

wastaking placeduringthefirst twentyyearsof the Novas,whenit seemsto me

that fanzines weremorecentralto all the otherthings that peopleweredoingin

fandom.Butmaybeyoudid just haveto bethere.

I'd encourageeveryoneto lookat thelist of formerNovawinnerswhich

will be tucked awaysomewhereelse in this programmebook, to see what

other fans whocared aboutthat sort of thing judgedto havegiven themthe

mostfanziney pleasure over the years. Youcan seewhousedto be active in

fanzines: ideally there’ll be a list with the current Novaballot that will tell you

who'sactively producingthemin the UKandIreland now.There’s somefood

for thoughtin that, far beyondthe questionsof whomightwin awardsthis year

or whetherthere’s enoughinterest andrelevancein fanzines nowto haveNova

awardsat all. But not nearly as muchfood for thoughtas canstill be foundin

fanzinesthemselves.Yes,there are plenty of other places,in person,online and

onpaper,wherefans gatherfor conversationandconviviality andthe exchange

of ideas andargumentsandjokes andgossip; | enjoy beingable to participate

in someof thosetoo. Butfanzines are different, for me,becausethey're oneof

the intrinsic things that sciencefiction fans do. Sohere | am,still doing them.

Sometimesthey give youanawardfor that.

Andthat’s why,despitetheyearswhenthere havebeenmorewinnersin

the raffle thanthere werevoters for the Novas—andwhenthat wouldstill have

beenthe caseif all of thosewhowereeveneligible to vote hadfelt informed,

engagedandconcernedenoughto doso—the NovaawardsI’ve wonstill mean

somethingto me.Whateverotherplaudits andbrickbats | receive for what| do

in fanzines, the Novacamefirst.
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TheNovaAwardsRules

TheNovaAwardscelebratefanzines, fanzine writing andfanzine artwork
producedbysciencefiction fans resident in the UKor Ireland, providing a
friendly pat onthe backto thosewhoseefforts gavethe greatest pleasure
to Novaconmembersduringthe previousyear. Theyhavenovast cosmic
significance. Shouldanydifficulties arise in interpreting the rules governing
the NovaAwards(henceforthreferred to as the Novas), thoseconcernedare
urgedto follow the coursemostin keepingwiththis spirit.

1. TheNovasshall beannouncedat Novacon,the conventionorganised
annuallybythe BirminghamScienceFiction Group.
2. Thecategories shall be“Best Fanzine’, “Best FanWriter’ and“Best Fan
Artist”.
3. Atrophyshall besupplied in eachcategorybythe Novaconcommittee,for
presentationat the awardsceremonyonSundayafternoon.
4. Thetrophies shall bepresentedbyNovacon’sguest(s) of honour(or, if
unavailable, bythe Novaconcommitteechair), onbehalf of the convention
membership.
5. In the eventofatie, the joint recipients shall beaskedto sharethe trophy
unlessthe Novaconcommitteeis willing andable to fund a duplicate trophy.
6. Asthe Novasare awardedbypopularvote, there is no mechanismfor
eligible editors, writers or artists to withdrawtheir workor themselvesfrom
consideration. Awinnerdeterminednot to behonouredcanalwaysrefuse to
accepthis or her award.

7. In the eventthat Novaconshouldnot beheld in anygivenyear, the
BirminghamScienceFiction Groupshall be requestedto underwritea ballot
in early Octoberof the precedingNovacon'smembership,using established
criteria anddeadlines. Winnersshall be notified bye-mail andpost, with the
full results publicised throughfanzines andelectronic noticeboards.If the
BirminghamScienceFiction Groupis willing andable to fund trophies, these
shall be presentedat the next Easterconor similarly majorevent.
8. ShouldNovaconbecancelledfor a secondyearin succession, the Nova
AwardAdministrator(henceforthreferred to as theAdministrator) shall meet
with the committeeof the BirminghamScienceFiction Groupto decide
as a matterof urgencywhetherto discontinue the Novasorallow another
conventionto take overNovacon’srole.
9. For the purposesof the Novas,a fanzine shall bedefined asanamateur
publication concernedwith science fiction and/ or fantasy, fans of science
fiction and/ or fantasy, and/ or related subjects, copies of whichmaybe
obtainedin exchangefor other suchpublicationsor in responseto letters
of comment.In the eventthateligibility is unclear, the decision of the
Administratorshall befinal.
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40. The“Best Fanzine”categoryshall beopento anyfanzine publishedin

the UKorIreland, providedat least oneissue hasbeenpublishedbetween1

Octoberof the precedingyearand30Septemberof the current year. In cases

wherea fanzine hastwoor moreeditors, at least onemustberesident in the

UKorIreland.

11. Electronic fanzines (“e-zines”) shall beeligible in the “BestFanzine”

category, providedeachissue is a distinct entity anda printed copyis

available if preferred. Afile copymustalso be lodgedwith theAdministrator,

whosedecision oneligibility shall befinal.

42. The“BestFanWriter” categoryshall beopento anyoneresident in the

UKor Ireland whohascontributeda piece of writing to aneligible fanzine

publishedbeween1 Octoberof the precedingyearand30Septemberof the

current year.
13. The“Best FanArtist” categoryshall beopento anyoneresident in the

UKor Ireland whohascontributeda piece of artworkto aneligible fanzine

publishedbetween1 Octoberof the precedingyearand30Septemberofthe

current year.

14. Voting shall beopento all Novaconmembersandto anyUKIrish

resident, providedheor shehasreceivedat least six different fanzines

publishedin the UKor Ireland between1 Octoberof the precedingyearand

30Septemberof the current year(separate issues of an individual fanzine

or various organsof a group/ society shall not be consideredasdifferent

fanzines for the purposesofthis total).

45. Ballot formsshall beavailable onthe Novaconwebsitefrom1 October

eachyear, to facilitate voting by post or e-mail prior to Novacon.Thedeadline

for postal andelectronic votesshall be23:59GMTontheSaturdayprior

to Novacon;the deadlinefor voting in personshall be23:59GMTonthe

Saturdayof Novacon.
16. Onlyoneballot formshall beacceptedfromeachvoter, andvotesfor

themselvesor their ownfanzineswill bedisallowed (should a duplicate form

be received,it shouldbeclearly marked“Invalid” andexemptfromthe count).

17. Valid ballots shouldinclude the voter's name,addressandtelephone

number,plusthetitles of six different fanzines publishedin the UKor Ireland

between1 Octoberof the precedingyearand30Septemberofthecurrent

yearwhichthe voter hasreceived(see point 14).

18. Ballots sent by post or handedin at the conventionshouldbesigned.

Thosesentelectronically shouldemanatefromthe voter’s knowne-mail

address.
49. Productionof ballot forms, organisation of the countandgeneral promotion

of the Novasshall bethe responsibility of the Administrator, appointedbythe

precedingyear’s Novaconcommittee.TheAdministratorshouldhavea good

basic knowledgeof British fanzines.

20. TheAdministratorshall in turn nominateupto twoNovaconmembersto
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assist with the countonthe Sundayof the convention;again, theyshouldhave
a wideknowledgeof fanzines. Duringthe count, they shall also assist the
Administratorwith issues of eligibility andballot validity. Thedecisionof this
groupshall befinal.
21. First-, second-andthird-place votesshall beavailable in eachcategory.
First-place votes shall beallocated three points, second-placevotes two
points andthird-place votesonepoint.
22. In the eventof a tie on points, the Novain that categoryshall beawarded
to the nomineewith mostfirst-place votes. In the eventof a tie onfirst-place
votes, the awardshall bemadeto the nomineewith mostsecond-placevotes.
Onlyin the caseofidentical voting patterns shall a formaltie beannounced.
23. Theidentity andchoicesof individual voters, as well as anydiscussions
during the count, shall remainconfidential. Acompletebreakdownof
nomineesandpoints receivedshall bemadeavailable to the subsequent
Novaconcommitteefor publication in its nextavailable progressreport.
24. TheNovaAwardsballot formshall comprisea short introduction to the
aimsof the awardandappropriatefootnoteson definitions andeligibility, plus
spacefor the voter to identify themselvesandindicate their receipt of at least
six different fanzines publishedin the UKor Ireland between1 Octoberof the
precedingyearand30Septemberof the currentyear(see point 14).
25. Further,the ballot formshall list the three categories, “Best Fanzine”, “Best
FanWriter” and“Best FanArtist”; in eachcase, spacewill beallotted for first-,
second-andthird-place votes.
26. Finally, if heor shewishes, theAdministratorshall include a shortlist of
knowneligible fanzines, makingclear this is intendedas anaide memoireand
is in nosensedefinitive.
27. Oncethe winnersin all three categories havebeendecided,the ballot
formsandanyrelated notesshall beplaced into anenvelopeandsealed,to
beretained bytheAdministratorfor at least three calendarmonthsin the event
the results are challenged.If nosuchqueryis raised duringthis period, the
envelopeandits contentsshall bedestroyed.Shouldthe results becalled into
question, the envelope—still sealed—shall behandedoverto the chair of the
relevant Novaconcommitteefor further investigation.
28. Therules shall bepostedon the Novaconwebsiteandhardcopiesmade
available for a reasonablefee (covering printing andpostage)uponrequest
fromthe Novaconcommittee.
29. Anyamendmentsto the aboverules shall bemadebythecurrent
Administratorin conjunctionwith the committeeof that year’s Novacon.

March1978,DaveLangford
Updated:September1983,DaveLangford
Revised&updated:February1987,Martin Tudor
Extensively revised &updated:November2002,SteveGreen
Further revised: September2011,SteveGreen
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Past NovaAwardsWinners

1973:Speculation#32,ed. Peter Weston(best fanzine). [At this point, the

awardwasdecidedbya panelof “worthyfans”; also nominatedwerePeter

Roberts’ Egg#6,Arthur Cruttenden’sIdiocy Couchant#2, lan Maule’sMaya

#5, lan Williams’ Siddhartha#3, KevinSmith’sSfinx #7, DaveSutton’s

Shadow#19andLisa Conesa’sZimri #5.Theinitial judgeswereKenBulmer,

Jim Linwood,Phil RogersandTonyWalsh;Linwoodwrotein C#6that an

openvote “wouldlead to partisan voting, accusationsof unduepressureand

ballot rigging, andfanedswantingthe awardmighttendto playto the gallery” ]

1974:Zimri #6,ed. Lisa Conesa;Big Scab#2, ed. John Brosnan.[This was

the only occasionwhenthe paneloptedfor a tie. Thecurrent rules allow a tie

only if the voting patterns are identical.]

1975:Maya#8,ed. RobJackson.[This wasthe final yearwherethe award

wasmadeto a specific issue of a fanzine]

1976:Maya,ed. RobJackson.

1977:Twll-Ddu, ed. DaveLangford.

1978:GrossEncounters,ed. Alan Dorey.

1979:Seamonsters,ed. SimoneWalsh.

1980:One-Off, ed. DaveBridges.

1981:Tappen,ed. MalcolmEdwards(best fanzine); Chris Atkinson(new

award:best fanzine writer); Pete Lyon(newaward:bestfanzine artist).

1982:Epsilon, ed. RobHansen;Chris Atkinson; RobHansen.[This wasthe

first occasiononefan receivedtwoNovasin the sameyear.]

4983:ACool Head,ed. DaveBridges; DaveBridges, MargaretWelbank.

1984:Xyster, ed. DaveWood;AnneHammill;DWest.

4985:Prevert, ed. JohnJarrold; Abi Frost; RosCalverly.

4986:Pink Fluffy Bedsocks,ed. OwenWhiteoak;OwenWhiteoak;Arthur

“ATom”Thomson.

1987:Lip, ed. HazelAshworth;DWest;DWest.

1988:Lip, ed. HazelAshworth;MichaelAshley; DWest.

4989:VSOP,ed. Jan Orys; SimonPolley; DaveMooring.

4990:FTT*, ed. JosephNicholas, Judith Hanna;DaveLangford;Dave

Mooring.[*A polite acronymfor FuckTheTories.]

4991:Saliromania, ed. MichaelAshley; MichaelAshley; DWest.

4992:Bob?, ed. lan Sorensen;MichaelAshley, DaveMooring.
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1993:Lagoon,ed. SimonOunsley;SimonOunsley;DaveMooring.

1994:RastusJohnson’sCakewalk,ed. GregPickersgill; GregPickersgill; D
West.

1995:Attitude, ed. MichaelAbbott, John DallmanandPamWells; Simon

Ounsley;DWest.[Intriguingly, Attitude wasintendedboth as a fanzine anda

thematicprogressreport for the eponymous1997convention.]

1996:BananaWings,ed. Claire Brialey andMarkPlummer;Alison Freebairn;

DWest.[This year’s “best fanzine” beganas twoseparatetitles, which
mergedafter their first issues; WaxenWings&BananaSkins- later contracted

to BananaWings- carried onthe numberingandmadeits debutwith #2.]

1997:BananaWings,ed. Claire Brialey andMarkPlummer; MarkPlummer;
SueMason.

1998:BananaWings,ed. Claire Brialey andMarkPlummer;MaureenKincaid
Speller; DWest.

1999:Barmaid,ed. YvonneRowse;YvonneRowse;SueMason.

2000:Plokta, ed. Alison Scott, SteveDaviesandMikeScott; YvonneRowse;

SueMason.

2001:Head,ed. DougBell andChristina Lake;Alison Freebairn; DaveHicks.

2002:Plokta, ed. Alison Scott, SteveDaviesandMikeScott; Claire Brialey;
DaveHicks.

2003:ZooNation, ed. PeteYoung;Claire Brialey, SueMason.

2004:ZooNation, ed. PeteYoung;Claire Brialey; SueMason.

2005:BananaWings,ed. Claire Brialey andMarkPlummer;Claire Brialey;
Alison Scott.

2006:BananaWings,ed. Claire Brialey andMarkPlummer;Claire Brialey;
SueMason.

2007:Prolapse, ed. Peter Weston;MarkPlummer;Alison Scott. [Peter Weston

wasalso presentedwith oneof the occasional “best fan” Novas,awardedby
the Novaconcommittee.]

2008:Prolapse, ed. Peter Weston;Claire Brialey; Alison Scott.

2009:BananaWings,ed. Claire Brialey andMarkPlummer;Claire Brialey;

SueMason.

2010:JourneyPlanet, ed. JamesBacon,Claire Brialey, JamesBaconand
Chris Garcia (with guesteditor PeteYoung);MarkPlummer;Arthur “ATom”
Thomson.[Chris GarciaandPeteYoungwerethefirst non-UK/Irish residents

to win a Nova,ATomthefirst personto beawardedoneposthumously.]
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TheCommittee
Somepersonal introductions by EveHarvey

It has been noticed that in previous years our predecessorshave been

somewhatfrivolous in this section. Given the heavyworkloadand serious

demeanourof the roles carried outto makesurethat youall enjoyyourselvesat

the convention,wethink it a disgracenot to treat themwith honour.Therewill,

therefore, beabsolutelynodemeaningof thesefine, upstandingmembersof the

fannish community.Instead | amgoingto introducethemas| first encountered

them.

TonyBerry—Hotelliaison

It wasat Yorconin 1979thatwefirst metthis rather rotund, youngmanwith his

long locks hangingdownhis back. Hewasdifficult to miss, actually, as hewas

standinga drink for everyonein the barat the time.It’s amazinghowlittle hehas

changedoverthe intervening years.

Alice Lawson- Treasurer

“This is Alice, look after her becausethis is her first convention; she knows

no-onehere, nothing aboutfandomand is so shy.” This wasthe task | was

assignedbackat Conspiracy—the1987Worldconin Brighton. Andseewhat

a goodjob | did. Novacons,EasterconsandWorldconshaveneverbeenthe

samesince ourAlice grabbedthembythe neckandheartily shookthem.

Eve&John Harvey—Publications

PyeknownEvefroma very early age—anda nicer, moreintelligent, beautiful

_..no Eve, youcan’t write aboutyourself, | will doit. . . Evehasbeenactive

in fandomfor moreyears than shelikes to admit... no John, that makesme

soundold... Eve&John’s first conventioncommitteewasWorldconin 1979..

noJohn, that’s beforemanyof the attendeeswereevenborn... . Ohhell, Eve

is EveandJohnis John —is that OK?

SteveLawson—Chairman

| first metSteveat Yorcon2 in 1981andsoon after that our housebecame

his secondhome.Only Steve could bring KendalMint Cakeas a thankyou

for putting upwith himfor so long. Mindyou, wenearly cameto blowswhen|

arrangedfor himto losethe crackerjack quiz at Rubicon—well the little know-

it-all woneveryyear!
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CatCoast—Secretary
Cat is the secret masterof all fandomandthere is nowaydoyouwantto get on
the wrongside ofher. After all, shewrites the minutesandcanchangereality

at the flick of her pen . . . did | really agreeto doTHAT?. . . especially if you
upsether.

HelenaBowles&RichardStandage—Programme
Althoughfirst metHelena&Richardat a MisFits convention,this wastotally

inappropriate conventionto meetthese hiddenmastersof the universe. They

are not MisFits, asillustrated bytheir ability to managetwochildren, convention
organisingANDTonyBerry.

Andnowfor thequiz —seeif youcanmatchthe phototo the committeemember

—answersareonthe last page.

 



TheHistory of Novacon
Thefirst Novaconwasorganisedin 1971as a one-off eventbythe Aston

University ScienceFiction Group,butits successled to the conventionbeing

adoptedbythe neighbouringBirminghamSFGroupfrom1972onwards.For

the first sevenyears, the choice of guestof honouralternated betweenpro

authorsandleading fans.

in the list below, the figure in brackets relates to membershipnumbersat the

timeeachprogrammebookwentto press, rather thanthe final attendance.

(Note: problemswith the printing of Novacon14’s programmebookmeantan

entire month’snewmemberswereeffectively excluded.)

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

GoH Committee

1971 |Novacon Imperial JamesWhite Chair: VernonBrown

(Attendance: Centre, Committee:Ray

144) Birmingham Bradbury,AlanDenham,
AlanDonnelly, Pauline
Dungate

1972 |Novacon2 Imperial DoreenRogers Chair: Pauline Dungate

(144) Centre, Committee:StanEling,

Birmingham Jeffrey Hacker, Richard
Newnham,MegPalmer,

HazelReynolds

4973 |Novacon3 Imperial KenBulmer Chair: HazelReynolds

(146) Centre, Committee:Stan Eling,

Birmingham Gillon Field, MegPalmer,

Geoff Winterman

1974 |Novacon4 Imperial KenSlater Chair: DrJack Cohen

(211) Centre, Committee:Pauline

Birmingham Dungate,Stan Eling,
Gillon Field, Robert
Hoffman,Arline Peyton,
RogPeyton, Hazel
Reynolds

1975 |Novacon5 RoyalAngus, |DanMorgan Chair: RogPeton

(272) Birmingham Committee:RayBradbury,
Pauline Dungate,Robert
Hoffman,LaurenceMiller,
Arline Peyton

1976 |Novacon6 RoyalAngus, DavidKyle Chair: StanEling

(317) Birmingham Committee:HelenEling,
LaurenceMiller, Arline
Peyton, RogPeyton
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1977 |Novacon7 RoyalAngus, John Brunner Chair: Stan Eling
(278) Birmingham Committee:Liese Hoare,

Martin Hoare, lan Maule,

Janice Maule, DaveLangford

1978 |Novacon8 |Holidayinn, |AnneMcCaffrey Chair: LaurenceMiller
(309) Birmingham Committee:DaveHolmes,

KathyHolmes,Chris Walton,
Jackie Wright

1979 |Novacon9 RoyalAngus, Christopher Chair: RogPeyton
(290) Birmingham Priest Committee:HelenEling, Stan

Eling, Chris Morgan,Pauline
Morgan,Paul Oldroyd

1980 |Novacon10 |RoyalAngus, BrianWAldiss Chair: RogPeyton
(495) Birmingham Committee:JosephNicholas,

Keith Oborn,KrystynaOborn,

Paul Oldroyd, Chris Walton

1981 |Novacon11 |RoyalAngus, BobShaw Chair: Paul Oldroyd
(362) Birmingham Committee:Helen Eling,

Stan Eling, Joseph Nicholas,
Phil Probert

1982 |Novacon12 |RoyalAngus, HarryHarrison Chair: RogPeyton
(373) Birmingham Committee:Chris Baker,

DaveHardy,EunicePearson,
Phil Probert

1983 |Novacon13 |RoyalAngus, Lisa Tuttle Chair: Phil Probert
(339) Birmingham Committee:Chris Donaldson,

EunicePearson, Steve
Green,DaveHaden,Jan

Huxley, Paul Oldroyd, Paul
Vincent, John Wilkes

1984 |Novacon14 Grand, RobertHoldstock Chair: SteveGreen
(333) Birmingham Committee:Kevin Clarke,

AnnGreen, DaveHaden,
EunicePearson, Phil Probert,
Martin Tudor, Paul Vincent

1985 |Novacon15 DeVere, JamesVVhite& Chair: Phil Probert
(340) Coventry DaveLangford Committee:TonyBerry, Carol

Pearson, EunicePearson,

GrahamPoole, Martin Tudor

1986 |Novacon16 DeVere, ECTubb&Chris Chair: TonyBerry
(257) Coventry Evans Committee:Nick Mills,    Darroll Pardoe,Rosemary

Pardoe,GrahamPoole,
MaureenPorter   
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1987 Novacon17

(315)
RoyalAngus,
Birmingham

lain MBanks Chair: BernieEvans
Committee:MickEvans,
DaveHardy,Graham
Poole, StephenRogers,

GeoffWilliams

 

1988 Novacon18
(336)

RoyalAngus,
Birmingham

GarryKilworth Chair: TonyBerry
Committee:Bernie
Evans,RogPeyton,
GregPickersgill, Linda
Pickersgill, MartinTudor

 

1989 Novacon19
(426)

Excelsior,
Solihull

GeoffRyman Chair: Martin Tudor
Committee:TonyBerry,
HelenaBowles,Bernie
Evans, Nick Mills, Pam

Wells

 

1990 Novacon20
(330)

Excelsior,
Solihull

DrJack Cohen Chair: BernieEvans
Committee:Al Johnston,
Alice Lawson,Steve
Lawson,Nick Mills,
RichardStandage

 

1991 Novacon21
(200)

Forte Post
House’,
Solihull

Colin Greenland Chair: Nick Mills
Committee:DavidT
Cooper,Bernie Evans,Al
Johnston, Alice Lawson,
SteveLawson,Chris
Murphy

 

1992 Novacon22
(300)

RoyalAngus,
Birmingham

Storm
Constantine

Chair: HelenaBowles
Committee:TonyBerry,
BernieEvans,Jenny
Glover, SteveGlover,
Carol Morton,Richard

Standage
  1993

1994

Novacon23

(350)

RoyalAngus,
Birmingham

StephenBaxter Chair: Carol Morton
Committee:Helena
Bowles,Bernie Evans,
TonyMorton,Richard
Standage

  Novacon24
(214)  RoyalAngus,

Birmingham GrahamJoyce Chair: Richard Standage
Committee:Helena
Bowles,SarahFreakley,
Carol Morton,Tony
Morton,Chris Murphy,
Martin Tudor
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1995 Novacon25
(338)

Chamberlain,
Birmingham

Brian WAldiss,
HarryHarrison,
BobShaw
Special guest:
lain MBanks

Chair: TonyMorton
Committee:Tony
Berry, Carol Morton,
Chris Murphy,Richard
Standage,Martin Tudor

 

1996 Novacon26
(281)

Ibis,
Birmingham

DavidGemmell Chair: Carol Morton
Committee:Sarah
Freakley, TonyMorton,
Chris Murphy, Richard
Standage,MartinTudor

 

1997 Novacon27
(277)

Abbey,Great
Malvern

Peter F Hamilton Chair: Martin Tudor
Committee:Carol &Tony
Morton,Chris Murphy,
MikeSiddall

 

1998 Novacon28
(265)

Britannia,
Birmingham

Paul J McAuley Chair: MartinTudor
Committee:Steve
Lawson,Pat McMurray,
Carol &TonyMorton,
Chris Murphy

 

1999 Novacon29
(239)

Britannia,
Birmingham

lan Stewart Chair: Carol Morton
Committee:Maureen
Kincaid Speller, Steve
Lawson,Pat McMurray,
TonyMorton,Chris
Murphy,Martin Tudor

 

2000 Novacon30
(224)

Britannia,
Birmingham

Christopher
Priest
Special Guest:
RogPeyton
Guestartist:
DavidAHardy

Chair: TonyBerry
Committee:Maureen
Kincaid Speller, Steve
Lawson,Pat McMurray,
DavidCooper,Chris
Murphy,MartinTudor

 

2001 Novacon31
(219)

Quality,
Walsall

GwynethJones Chair: TonyBerry
Committee:Cat Coast,
DavidCooper,Dave
Hicks, Alice &Steve
Lawson,MartinTudor

  2002  Novacon32
(252)  Quality,

Walsall  lan McDonald  Chair: MartinTudor
Committee:CatCoast,
DavidCooper,Steve
Green,DaveHicks, Alice
&SteveLawson   
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2003 Novacon33
(203)

Quality,
Walsall

Jon Courtenay
Grimwood

Chair: MartinTudor
Committee:CatCoast,
SteveGreen,DaveHicks,
Alice &SteveLawson,

 

2004 Novacon34

(227)
Quality,
Walsall

lan Watson Chair: MartinTudor
Committee:CatCoast,
VickyCook,Steve&Ann
Green,DaveHicks, Alice
&SteveLawson,Yvonne

Rowse

 

2005 Novacon35
(216)

Quality,
Walsall

Alastair Reynolds Chair: TonyBerry
Committee:Helena
Bowles,CatCoast, Vicky
Cook,Alice &Steve
Lawson,YvonneRowse

 

2006 Novacon36
(245)

Quality,
Walsall

KenMacLeod Chair: TonyBerry
Committee:Helena
Bowles,Vicky Cook,
DaveHicks, Alice &Steve
Lawson

 

2007 Novacon37

(227)
Quality,
Walsall

CharlesStross Chair: SteveGreen
Committee:KevinClarke,
Vicky Cook,AnnGreen,
Alice &SteveLawson

 

2008 Novacon38
(206)

Quality,
Walsall

lan RMacLeod Chair: HelenaBowles
Committee:TonyBerry,
Alice &SteveLawson,
RichardStandage

 

2009 Novacon39
(210)

Park Inn,
Nottingham

Justina Robson Chair: Alice Lawson
Committee:TonyBerry,
HelenaBowles,Cat
Coast, DaveHicks,
SteveLawson,Richard
Standage,MartinTudor

 

2010  Novacon40

(262)  Park Inn,
Nottingham lain MBanks

Special Guest:
Brian WAldiss  Chair: VernonBrown

Committee:TonyBerry,
HelenaBowles,Cat
Coast, DaveHicks, Alice
&SteveLawson,Richard
Standage

 

* Note: the Excelsior changedits nameto the Forte Post House.
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Al
A2
A28
A23
A6
A86
C88
A165
A139
A140
A124
A3
A147
AQ96
A134
A27
A113
A49
A10
A(t
A168
A20
A69
A70
A153
A43
A204
A42
A114
A116
AS2
C54
J53
A33
A174
A175
A29
A30
Al2

Members
at 6th November2011

John Meaney
YvonneMeaney
Yar
MichaelAbbott
Brian Aldiss
Brian Ameringen
Meriol Ameringen
Chris Amies
JohnAnderson
DianeAnderson
MargaretAustin
lain MBanks
GeofBanyard
Barbara-Jane
DougBell
Chris Bell
Alan Bellingham
Austin Benson
TonyBerry
HelenaBowles
SimonBradshaw
Claire Brialey
Michelle Broadribb
TimBroadribb
ChristopherBrooks
Pat Brown
TanyaBrown
VernonBrown
lan Brown
E.D. Buckley
StevenCain
JonathanCain
MarianneCain
DavidCarlile
KathleenClarke
GeorgeClarke
DavidCluett
Joyce Cluett
CatCoast

A161
A200
A72
A109
A137
A59
A115
A167
A120
A111
A18
A19
A102
AQ8
A122
A117
Ag9g
A180
A40
AQ93
A207
A206
A125
A121
A143
A144
A57
A209
A196
A187
A78
AG8
A164
A145
A56
A129
A100
AZ
A183

DavidCochrane
NoelCollyer
Del Cotter
DaveCox
RichardCrawshaw
MargaretCroad
HelenCross
SerenaCulfeather
NelsonCunnington
Julia Daly
MichaelDavidson
Christine Davidson
MalcolmDavies
SteveDavies
RobertDay
SimonDearn
Giulia DeCesare
TheresaDerwin
Vincent Docherty
Paul Dormer
FranDowd
John Dowd
Martin Easterbrook
CathrynEasthope
John Edwards
Janet Edwards
SueEdwards
Lilian Edwards
SamanthaFennell
Flick
GwenFunnell
RonGemmell
MarcusGipps
AngelaGoodfellow
Niall Gordon
SteveGreen
DaveHardy
Harry Harrison
Peter Harrow
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Al4
A15
A89
AT1
A84
C85
A155
A127
212
A156
A195
A194
A149
A148
A159
A160
A128
A65
A211
A158
A205
A44
A210
A47
A135
A126
A138
AQ
A8
A132
A133
A46
AS
A118
A119
A181
A182
A169
A95
A63
A64
A192

40

John Harvey
EveHarvey
Susie Haynes
Julian Headlong
DaveHicks
PennyHicks
MarkHill
Martin Hoare
DaveHolmes
Michelle Hurst
BognaHutchinson
DaveHutchinson
RosJackson
RobJackson
AndyJenkins
Janet Jenkins
Al Johnston
SueJones
SteveJones
Kari
KateKeen
Leigh Kennedy
Lazlo Kenzler
TimKirk
Christina Lake
DaveLally
DaveLangford
Alice Lawson
SteveLawson
GavinLong
Caroline Loveridge
Peter Mabey
lan RMacLeod
TimMaguire
Clarrie Maguire
LeoMarshall
Terry Martin
Sian Martin
RoryMcLean
Pat Meara
MichaelMeara
John Medany

A193
A177
A170
A34
A35
A103
A104
A189
A188
A87
A130
A157
A190
A191
A198
A48
A387
A179
A146
A60
J38
A36
C39
A62
A176
A131
A123
A105
A106
A21
A45
A112
AQ2
A150
A151
A41
A4
A74
A141
AG7
A178
AT7

Rita Medany
Elaine Mein
Nick Mills
Chris Morgan
Pauline Morgan
Carol Morton
TonyMorton
Carrie Mowatt
Jim Mowatt
Caroline Mullan
Chris Murphy
Phil Nanson
Stan Nicholls
AnneNicholls
DaveNichols
JamesOdell
Omega
Nigel Page
ColumPaget
AndrewPatton
Hal Payne
HarryPayne
Jodie Payne
Mali Perera
TonyPerkins
John Peters
RogPeyton
GregPickersgill
CatherinePickersgill
MarkPlummer
ChristopherPriest
Colette Reap
ThomasRecktenwald
JFWRichards
MJSRichards
RogerRobinson
Justina Robson
TonyRogers
SteveRogerson
lan Roll
MarcusRowland
Sally Rowse



A76 YvonneRowse A82 LindaTernent
A94 GeoffRyman A83 Calvin Ternent
A51 Alison Scott A97 MarkusThierstein
A26 JamieScott A58 DavidThomas
A186 MikeScott A90 Neil Tomkinson
A214 DanSheppard A91 Alison Tomkinson
A213 LucySheppard A66 DaveTompkins
A108 GavinShorrock J203 Heloise Tudor
A107 Ina Shorrock A208  TobesValois
A16 ~—_HarpalSingh A25 Jim Walker
A154 MarkSlater A79 PeterWareham
A172 PeteSmith A61 GerryWebb
A184 RobertSmith A197 LeeWerrett
A173 Nick Smith A142 lan Whates
A55 AdrianSnowdon A152 LauraWheatly
A101 KateSolomon A73 Nik Whitehead
A75 lan Sorensen A185 BridgetWilkinson
A110 DouglasSpencer A136 Peter Wilkinson
A13 RichardStandage A166 JohnWilson
J202 MagdalenStandage-Bowles A50 CaroWilson
J201 DaneshStandage-Bowles A24 AnneWilson

 

A17 TimStannard A163 SarahWood
A80 Chris Stocks A162 MikeWood
A171 JuneStrachan A31 AnneWoodford
A22 Neil Summerfield A32 AlanWoodford
A81 GeorgeTernent A199 DianeYoung

ADVERTISEMENT

 
 
 

 

   

 

VLAITMTSTTlo[1A
Hithere, all of us herebeaveringawayonthe re-launchof MichaelMoorcock’s

NewWorldshopethat everyonein Nottinghamis havingmorefun thantheycan
standthis Novaconweekend.Hopefullybythe timeyou're readingthis youwill be
able to subscribeto the veryFIRSTissue of the legendarymagazinestentativefirst
steps into the worldof online (andeventuallypaper)publishing!

Thefirst issue has some,in our opinion, great stories by relatively unknown
authors, a ripsnorting, barnstormingarticle bythe oneandonly lain Banks(one
andonly that is apart fromthe tastefully erotic 70’s photographer,lain Banks)

Somereviewsof upandcomingandnewlyreleasedmoviesandsuchlike and
filmed eventsfromthe fascinating panels ran duringthe British Libraries science

Fiction month.Sobeforeyouhit the fan barandforget comeonandsupporta new

publication in the SFfirmamentat www.newworlds.co.uk
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Autographs

Picture QuizAnswers

TopLeft to BottomRight
RichardStandage,CatCoast, EveHarvey,TonyBerry, John Harvey,Alice

Lawson,HelenaBowles,SteveLawson.
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TRANSMISSION

GollanczcongratulatesJohn Meaney,
Guestof Honourat Novacon41

Transmissionpublished19thJanuary—
early copies available onFriday night!
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