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- It 18 now ten ywars since the first world Sclence-Flotiom
Convention, tis Nycom, was held in New York. At that time, the
fantasy fleld consisted of four struggling magezines, Sclence« v
Filction in hard covers was confined to a few momey-losing pri-
vately printed volumes and motion pictures mnd Lhe radio studli-
ously avolded fantusj mxcept for the horror aspect. Sush nosiae
as thd presp took of the Nycon was confined to extraoting the f
last b1t of levity from the oceasion. i

During the past few yeara the picture hanm clianged consider-
ably-~there are now over twanty magazines devoted to the fleld,
numercus publishers are conty¥{buting to the flood of hard cover
volunesa coming off the presmses mnd motlion pictures and radlo are
beginning to enter the field. Then toa, critics who for years
tgnored science«fiction are accepting it as an important rileld of
literary expression,

Thru all this, fandom has not ahanged greatly, It has ex-
panded und perhaps matured a bit, but It atill follows itm time-
honored! activities. Fans remd, fans collect, They correspond.

They oriticize. They write and they publish thru the fan press.
And---they get together.

In the following pages are reports of the previous world
copventions, written by people who were thers. You who will read
this at the NORWESCON will have an opportunity to judge in what
ways 1t differs from tiw past conventious.

And B0, we give you the NORWESCON~---fandom in sction. You
will find some of tie activitles more intrigulng thsn others, but

be sure of one thing---fandom is fun.

Chairman
NORWESC
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Jeannie and Doc Smith. ..
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Best wishes

G T

T R S . “‘"---wm










31 WIOHE S
d

From the lb6-year-oli

" me NORWESCON

B i










































and the #“P:t“:oi" g::zlg(’ and appreciation of the The members quickly learm-
g:;rnfﬁdzziduality (selr{) :merican system of free- ed the simple méchanies of
’ om, fanzine publishing.,.

reliance...
-

?

the officinl which made an instant and
unqualifi ed hit with its
many readers...

producing as
organ The FANSCIFNT, a
pocket-size publication...

Despite many unexpected the presentation of the
NORWESCON at the Multno-

considerations, such as
the press of events in-
gueing former chairman de
ourcy to resign...

mah Hotel Sept. 1-4 must
be considered the most
successful PSFS project
to date.
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Anlasy And Sticncc fiction
The Mercury Publications: ‘

THE ANMERICAN MERCURY, ELLEA’Y
QUEEN S MYSTERY MACAZINE, MER=
CURY MYSTERY BOOKS, JONATHA
PRESS MYSTERY BOOHS, FANTASY
AND SC/ENCE F/CT/0NV
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