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Introducing:
Rob Hansen, fan since 1975, fan historian, author of Then (originally published 1988-1993) - research and information
Caroline Mullan, fan since 1979, current Chair of the SFF – presentation
A Short History of British Fandom from 1930s to 1979

My interest and focus is on the many ways people talk to each other…



Before the Beginning 

 
 
 

Jules Verne – From the Earth to the Moon - 1865  

H.G. Wells – The War of the Worlds - 1898 

Conan Doyle – The Lost World – 1912 

Karel Capek – R.U.R. - 1920 

Gernsback:  
Amazing Stories, from 1926 then  
Wonder Stories, from 1929 
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There was the literature, and the pulps, and the first films.
Gernsback recycled the literature alongside new work – see Wells and Verne’s names used on the cover of AMAZING. Frank R. Paul’s covers for Gernsback more or less defined SF art from the beginning.
Films: Nosferatu, Universal Studios 1922; Metropolis, Fritz Lang 1926
The first sf club – the Scienceers - was formed in New York in December 1929.
British fans were active readers of US SF, and once Gernsback started up letter pages there was no stopping them: they were writers too.
A Leyton schoolboy called Walter Gillings was reading Amazing and Wonder Stories, and in June 1930 Len A. Kippin of Ilford had a letter published in WONDER STORIES…
And that was where it all began…

Personal note: And in fact one of the reasons you’re getting this talk is that I live in Ilford, and Rob lives in nearby East Ham…it’s a small world.






1930-34 – First Stirrings 

Walter Gillings - 
The Ilford Science 

Literary Circle 
Thorold Road  

27 October 1930 

Liverpool: 
- Universal Science 
Circle 1931 
- British 
interplanetary 
Society 1933 

Les Johnson 
& Colin H 
Askham 

Scoops 
published 1934 
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Birth of British Fandom
So Kippin and Gillings met and Gillings – then 18 years old and working as Junior Reporter – wrote a letter to his own newspaper the ILFORD RECORDER which published it on 3rd October 1930. The result was:
– inaugural meeting Ilford Science Literary Circle 27th October 1930 at 32 Thorold Road, Ilford – 8 people
– lasted a bit over a year
– Gillings very actively proselytised and perhaps his influence led to…
Activity in Liverpool:
Universal Science Circle – 1931 – had 200 magazines!
And then the British Interplanetary Society 1933
Colin H Askham President of first and Vice-President of second (also Co-founder of Littlewoods Pools, Director of Everton Football Club.) 
Les Johnson Secretary of both.
Arthur Clarke, Ted Carnell, Eric Frank Russell and Bill Temple all already actively involved.
Third short-lived group in Hayes, Middlesex led by Paul Enever – the first BSFA!
1934: Britain got its first professional SF magazine, sort of. SCOOPS was a weekly boys' paper - first issue dated 10th February 1934. 
Fiction by Professor A.M.Low, John Russell Fearn, and Arthur Conan Doyle, among others. 
In later issues it also carried a column (by Cleator) titled 'To the Planets' that brought the BIS regular mention and number of new members. It attracted quite a few adult readers, including Gillings who hoped it could be transformed into a proper SF magazine. It was not to be. 
SCOOPS lasted only twenty weeks and the 23rd June issue was the last. 
Les Johnson: “It is a strange thing that people who were interested in interplanetary travel were not necessarily interested in Science Fiction; more credibly those who were interested in Science Fiction were interested in interplanetary travel, and thus, like spaceships gravitating towards a Black Hole they came to me as Hon.Secretary of the newly-formed Society: Arthur C.Clarke, Eric Frank Russell, Walter Gillings, Edward John Carnell, G.Ken Chapman, and William F.Temple. John F.Burke and Dave McIlwain, both then resident in Liverpool, called at my home, and others too numerous to mention made their presences felt - all previously more or less isolated devotees of the new cult of Science-Fiction, then spelt with a hyphen. Of course, it was I who went to P.E.Cleator as it happened, but the remainder gravitated to the fold. It appears that what I had started, more than an interplanetary society, was a Science Fiction movement. I had unwittingly succeeded where in 1931 Walter and myself had failed.“ (quoted in Then)
MEANWHILE: The first science fiction fanzine, The Comet, was published in 1930 by the Science Correspondence Club in Chicago.



1935-37 – SFL 

Maurice K. Hanson  
– Novae Terrae Issues 1, 13, 23 & 25 88 Gray’s Inn Road 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Science Fiction League 
started by Gernsback and Charles D.Hornig at WONDER STORIES in May 1934 – 5 UK chapters
Leeds soon became UK’s largest and most active group - Douglas W.F.Mayer was appointed Director of Leeds SFL Chapter no.17, on 1st April 1935. 
Then this was followed by a Belfast chapter, Chapter no.20, with Hugh C. Carswell as Director. 
In June the third UK branch of the SFL, Chapter no.22, was launched at Nuneaton by Maurice K.Hanson and Dennis A. Jacques who became its Director and Assistant Director respectively. 
In March 1936, Hanson & Jacques published the first issue of NOVAE TERRAE, the first ever UK fanzine…pictured is Number 1, and announcing the first ever Science Fiction Convention…printing method is then-standard stencil duplication – still in use into the 1980s
Within eighteen months other chapters would spring up in Glasgow (Chapter no.34, Donald G.MacRae as Director), and Barnsley (Chapter no.37, Jack Beaumont as Director), but neither these nor the Belfast chapter were to prove as significant as those in Leeds and Nuneaton/Leicester, or indeed leave much behind to show they had ever existed. 
British fans are still reading US SF and are active letterhacks – Amazing and Wonder Stories. Ted Carnell is writing for US and UK fanzines. He comments in NOVAE TERRAE in 1936 that active British fans are adults in their 20s where US fans are still in their teens. (http://www.fiawol.org.uk/FanStuff/THEN%20Archive/NewWorlds/NT8.htm#10.NAM)
In August 1937, Hanson moved to London and took Novae Terrae with him - the August-September 16th issue was the last with which Denny Jacques and other Nuneaton/Leicester fans had any involvement. 
Novae Terrae lists Ted Carnell and Arthur C. Clarke as 'Associates‘ from #17 (Oct 1937) until #25 (August 1938), when they were joined by Bill Temple on Carnell's final issue, after which only Clarke and Temple were so listed. 
Reshuffle because Clarke and Temple moved in June to ‘the Flat’ the famous fannish abode at 88 Gray's Inn Road. And invited Hanson to join them. (Reports of its demise to the contrary, the building is still there as of 2010. The first pub in which London fans gathered on Thursday evenings was the Red Bull a few doors down – pub was destroyed during a bombing raid in 1941.) 



1937-38 – First Convention! 

January 1937: Leeds‘ Theosophical Hall: 
Maurice K. Hanson, Arthur C. Clarke,  
Walter Gillings, Les Johnson, Ted Carnell, 
Eric Frank Russell, Herbert Warnes (chairman),  
George Airey, D.W.F. Mayer, A.Miller,  
J. Michael Rosenblum  
 

Editor:  
Walter Gillings 
Published 1937-42 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First ever SF convention held in Leeds Theosophical Hall on 3rd Jan 1937, organized by Leeds Science Fiction League. 
“The British fans should definitely get all the credit [for the first convention]. We all know that fandom was very tiny during the 1930s, but fans today may not realise how much contact there was between British and American fen. There was a lot, especially among the fanzine publishers and letterhacks. Most of the most-active American fans of the mid-1930s seem to have regularly traded with British fanzine publishers. Ted Carnell, one of the leading British fans, wrote columns of British pro and fan news for more than one American fanzine. Well, all during 1936 the British fanzines and Carnell's columns in the American fanzines were full of news about the SF convention that they were planning for January 1937. A lot of it was wishful dreaming - how they hoped that H.G. Wells might attend, and so forth - but they talked about it constantly.” http://www.fiawol.org.uk/fanstuff/then%20archive/1937conFirst.htm 
Fourteen people attend including:
From London: Gillings, Ted Carnell, Arthur C. Clarke
From Liverpool: Les Johnson, Eric Frank Russell.
From Nuneaton: Maurice K.Hanson. 
Messages from Professor A.M.Low (editor of ARMCHAIR SCIENCE), Olaf Stapledon, H.G.Wells, John Russell Fearn, Festus Pragnell (British SF writer), and The Oklahoma Science Fiction Association.
Only (currently known) con report by Ted Carnell in 1943 for his fanzine SANDS OF TIME 
Tour of Michael Rosenblum’s book collection – his son (Howard) is still maintaining collection and attending cons.
Attendees agree to create the SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION - UK's first national group - and that all SFL chapters should become branches of SFA. After the con, this causes a split in the Leeds group which splits into SFL and SFA factions - our first major feud.
Four fan clubs evolved: the Four Hells: Leeds, Liverpool, London and Leicester.
NOVAE TERRAE becomes the SFA's official organ. 



1939-45 – War Years & BFS 
Arthur C. Clarke in uniform 

Futurian War Digest – published by Mike 
Rosenblum October 1940 – March 1945 

1944 Eastercon Terry Jeeves Aged 
21 in Nov 43 
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January 1939: NOVAE TERRAE handed over to Ted Carnell…and ran for four issues that year as NEW WORLDS before being suspended with the SFA "for the duration“ in August 1939. This turns out to be permanent. But Ted Carnell was talking to people about a professional magazine to be called NEW WORLDS, though nothing happened during the war.
London Convention May 1939 – 48 attendees – including Sam Youd (John Christopher) (who died Feb 2012).
Being of conscriptable age most fans are called up for military service. Some choose to be Conscientious Objectors. One of these, Mike Rosenblum of Leeds, will be largely responsible for keeping British fandom together during the war years via his fanzine FUTURIAN WAR DIGEST. Many fans, in service and otherwise, will have their own short one and two sheet fanzines mailed out with FWD. 
In 1944 the Cosmos Club of Teddington organised a convention. Called EASTERCON, held over the weekend of 8th/9th April: slogan on the programme booklet announced 'Greetings from the April 1944 Slancon‘ (perhaps the Cosmos Club intended the EASTERCON to be the first in a series of Slancons?). About twenty fans appear to have attended including Syd Bounds, Hal Chibbett, Ron Lane & George Ellis from Manchester, Dennis Tucker, Arthur Hillman (from Newport, Gwent), and Arthur Williams. The Saturday session seems to have consisted of a raid on the bookshops of Charing Cross Road, the Disney programme at a local cinema, a visit to a pub, and finally a gathering at The Shanghai Restaurant where convention President Walter Gillings and his wife turned up. The next day's session took place at Shirley's Cafe, apparently hired for the day, and included a showing of 'The Cosmos Club Film', a 'Brains Trust' quiz with Gillings, Aiken, and Hawkins, an auction, and Gillings' 'Presidential Address'. 
In June 1942 a new national organisation, the BRITISH FANTASY SOCIETY, came into being. (NOTE: No relation to the current BFS.) Rosenblum  Director, Ted Carnell President, D.R.Smith (who stayed around into the 1950s) secretary. It published an official organ, the BFS BULLETIN, which Smith edited and which usually went out bound with FWD. FWD dies in 1945, the BFS and Cosmos Club follow in 1946.



1946-56: Rebirth of fandom 

The White Horse, London 
1946-53 

New Worlds 
Vol 1 No 1 1946 Ken Slater 

1917-2008 
& Operation Fantast 

Walt Willis Slant 1948 
Festinvention – 1951  
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Carnell publishes 3 issues of NEW WORLDS in 1946-47, based on plans made during 1939-40.
In mid-1946, London fans and pros start meeting regularly in the White Horse pub, beginning a tradition that continues to the present day as the London Circle. 
Whitcon, in the White Horse pub, one-day convention in 1948 from which annual Eastercons are now numbered. About 50 people (of which 7 women). Raised funds (The Big Pond Fund) to send Ted Carnell to represent British fandom at the 7th World Convention, Cinvention, in Cincinnatti, in 1949 – as far as we know the first British fan to attend a Worldcon.
NEW WORLDS was duly re-launched in February 1949, with Carnell once again its editor.
British Fantasy Library holding national fandom together. Born out of the collapse of the BFS this is essentially a continuation of that group's postal lending library. Signficant not least because under their auspices Ken Slater published first issue of OPERATION FANTAST, which he described as:
"...a sort of 'bring-and-buy' agency for the BFL's surplus magazines and books -- and, of course, my own material. Officially, the original OPERATION FANTAST was the liaison department of the BFL and it remained that way through most of 1948.“
Ken became a bookseller and major importer of US SF books and magazines to the UK, was Fan Guest of Honour at the 1987 Worldcon, and was still trading up to his death in 2008.
This period also sparks a revival in fanzine publishing in the UK and it was a golden age for fanzines, led by Walt Willis & Chuck Harris' SLANT – displayed in British Library Exhibition Out of This World in 2011 and Hyphen. Mal Ashworth published BEM 1954-58.
OMPA - Off-trail Magazine Publishers' Association, a British science fiction fan APA (although many Americans were members) started in 1954 and folded in 1976. Alumni include John Brunner (novelist), Michael Moorcock, Kenneth Bulmer, Arthur Thomson and Ken Slater. 
A new national organisation, the SCIENCE FANTASY SOCIETY, was launched in October 1948. This limped along for three years, by which time it had outlived its usefulness since fandom in the UK was thriving as never before. New groups had sprung up in places like Manchester, Liverpool, and Belfast.
Festinvention - First designedly international convention in 1951 – announced in Operation Fantast – 200 approx. from ??? countries including ???
International Fantasy Award – a rocketship!



Clemence 
Dane 
edited 
Novels of 
Tomorrow 

Arthur C. 
Clarke 1951 
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International Links:
Ted Carnell was first British Guest at a Worldcon and only the second FGoH ever at 1949 Worldcon Cinvention in Cincinnati, Ohio. Followed by Arthur C. Clarke as first British Pro GoH at 1956 at Nycon II in New York.
TAFF – Following Walt Willis visit to US in 1952, the Trans Atlantic Fan Fund was created in 1953, intended to send Vince Clarke to the US in 1954, but he couldn’t go and Ken Bulmer went in 1955 instead. Lee Hoffman (female) came from the US to the UK, and TAFF paid for Bob Madle in 1957.
Worldcon went to Canada in 1948 – Torcon attracted about 200 fans.
Until about 1950 most UK firms published sf without any clear generic tagging. This decade sees books being published as sf in US (Doubleday and others) and UK:
Michael Joseph Ltd attempted in the mid-1950s the first sf list to try to establish the category as worthwhile literature. Clemence Dane (Winifred Ashton – n.b. worth looking up as a ‘forgotten woman’ novelist, screenwriter, playwright) edited Novels of Tomorrow series in 1955-1956, publishing work by Wyndham, John Christopher, Sheckley, C M Kornbluth and others. [JC] Referring to Huxley’s Brave New World and C.S. Lewis, Dane said: “Even five years ago we did not think of them as part of a literary trend….”
JohnBrunner selling to Astounding and Ace. Clarke beginning his long career.
At the same time, however, some of the worst sf ever published – from Badger Books, Hamilton (who later became Panther Books) and the Tit-bits SF Library – appeared in the UK during these years. 



1957 – The London Worldcon 

L to R: Mike Moorcock, James White, Vince Clarke, Lan Wright, Dave Kyle,  
Ethel Lindsay, Ruth Kyle, Robert Silverberg, Ken Bulmer & James White (again) 

Ken Slater selling 
magazines Masquerade – Alan Whicker MC 
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The 1957 Worldcon -- LONCON -- the first Worldcon ever to be held outside North America. The pre-con Globe meeting being packed out was to all intents an extra night of the con.
John W.Campbell as GoH, John Wyndham as con president, and Ted Carnell as chairman. Others: Brian Aldiss, John Brunner, Ken Bulmer, Bob Silverberg, Dave Kyle – those last two still attending Worldcons. Ethel Lindsay, Ina and Norman Shorrock, James White, Walt and Madeleine Willis. 1/2r Cruttenden missed it! Some 250 fans included a substantial number of Americans and Germans.
Eastercon idea: unusually (for a Worldcon) informal and fannish. Worldcon ideas: Art Show, a dealers room - Ken Slater sold magazines, a masquerade. By all accounts the Americans and their British hosts got on extremely well.
LONCON Hugos:  ASTOUNDING Best Professional Magazine (American), NEW WORLDS  Best Professional Magazine (British), American fan James V.Taurasi's SCIENCE FICTION TIMES beat Hyphen for Best Fanzine. (But  Hyphen won Fanzine Hugo a year later).
The last ever International Fantasy Award rocket awarded at a private dinner the next day went to LORD OF THE RINGS. Tolkien didn't like public recognition but was persuaded to go along to receive the award -- and was apparently visibly relieved when it was time to return home. 
Meanwhile US fans Greg and Jim Benford and UK Julian Parr were active in Germany and there was a German convention a week later. And on 4th October 1957 the Russians launched Sputnik 1, the world's first ever artificial satellite. The Space Age had begun.



1958-62 – The BSFA 
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In the latter half of the 1950s, attendance at the Eastercon was falling every year – Peter Mabey’s chart (top left). Forseeing the inevitable end of fandom in the UK, members of Cytricon IV in Kettering in 1958 decided this was due to too much socialising and not enough SF, and set up a new national organisation heavy on the SF to attract new people - the British Science Fiction Association. Chair: Dave Newman left fandom later but did a great deal for five years. Treasurer: Archie Mercer. Secretary: Eric Bencliffe – (membership badge used at conventions top right). 
Ted Tubb wrote most of the first issue of Vector – the Critical Journal of the BSFA, and then resigned leaving Terry Jeeves who drew cover (bottom middle) take over.
Fanzines are Stencil Duplicated: 
Terry Jeeves Erg, 1959-2005. 
Walt Willis Hyphen various editors 1952-87 (top middle). 
Ken Cheslin Les Spinge various editors 1958-1979.
Ron Bennett Skyrack early news-zine 1959-71 96 issues.
The BSFA was successful – n.b. this is the version still going strong today half a century later. Attendance at LXICon in Gloucester was 77 (bottom left), and in 1962 94 people attended a split site Eastercon in Harrogate (bottom right).
But over this period conflicts and personality clashes led to a lot of those who had been active to that point leaving fandom.





1963-70 – New Wave Fandom 

Ella Parker & 
Charles Platt 

Peter Weston  
& Zenith / Speculation 

Michael Moorcock & New Worlds 

Rog Peyton 
& Vector 

ATom 
Convention 
badges 
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A new, younger, more serious fandom coalesced in 1963, one that would find itself at odds with the remnants of the less formal, more 'fannish' fandom of the '50s. The BSFA had been founded to recruit people into fandom. It succeeded. But it appeared the new fans wanted a different kind of fandom.
For few years it was all go…
The New Wave
Two fanzines were published in November 1963: half-foolscap production spirit-duplicated in purple ink. Peter Weston’s Zenith (later Speculation) was Hugo-nominated four times 1965-1971. Charles Platt’s Points of View didn’t last, but he founded CUSFS the Cambridge University Science Fiction Society, and with Doreen Parker started Britain’s third APA, PADS: Publishing and Distributing Service. PADS from 1964 to 1967 served to distribute fanzines for people without printing facilities. Meanwhile Platt went worked as a designer on New Worlds, and worked for decades as a (minor) professional author and editor. 
Established fan Jim Linwood wrote sarcastic reviews of both, introduced the term ‘new wave’ - previously used in connection with the cinema of Goddard, Truffaut, etc. – into fannish discourse, and helped to ensure that the active fans of this decade did not join in fully with the established groups but continued on a less ‘fannish’ more ‘sercon’ path.
Rog Peyton and the Brum Group turned up around now. So did notable later-pros Chris Priest and Terry Pratchett; and fans D West, Bill Burns, Chris Atkinson.



1970-74 – Ratfandom et al 

Ethel Lindsay (1966) 

Greg Pickersgill  
& Fouler No. 1 
& with John  
Brosnan & Leroy  
Kettle in 1972 

Foundation: 1 and 99 

John Brunner 
Samuel  Delany 
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The start of the 1970s saw a revival of the sort of fannishness that had characterized 1950s fandom, where the focus was more on fandom itself than on SF, but still included lots of SF.
Cons: 
The 1970 London Eastercon, Scicon, organised by George Hay and others: now thought small at ~150 people, but attracted new fans including Ian Williams. Eastercons successful now: Bristol OMPACon in 1973 had Samuel R. Delany as GoH. Tynecon 1974 in Newcastle – the classic Eastercon where everything went right and Brian Aldiss broke the bed - had over 400 attending. 
Heicon: Established British fans including Ethel Lindsay, Bill Burns and others (how many?) were among 620 people who went to 1970 Worldcon Heicon in Heidelberg – E.C. Tubb was UK Guest, John Brunner was toastmaster (and worth noting that Elliot Shorter, the first black TAFF winner, was ex-oficio Fan GoH). 
The first European Science Fiction Convention, Eurocon, was held in 1972 in Trieste, Italy, and founded the European Science Fiction Society that runs Eurocons at least every two years and so far in over a dozen countries, and administers the European SF Awards.
In 1971, Birmingham fans including Rog Peyton, Peter Weston and Vernon Brown, started Novacon, bringing the number of annual cons in the UK up to two. GoH James White, 150 attendees, including Jack Cohen, Anne McCaffrey and Kit Pedlar (Doomwatch). The first Nova Award presented in 1973 to Speculation.



1975-79 – Second Wave 

One Tun, West Riding  
& Wintersgills 

2000AD 
Science Fiction 
Monthly 
Ansible 
Wallbanger 
Small Mammal 
Star Trek Con 
1974 Roger Robinson 

Margaret Austin 
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This is the decade everything took off big time.
Magazines and comics:
SCIENCE FICTION MONTHLY - first issue, in February 1974, fiction by Aldiss, Priest, and Asimov. News column by Penny Grant carried details of the 1974 Eastercon, the BSFA, and the monthly Globe meetings (this last at the suggestion of Priest). Credited (possibly incorrectly) with drastic consequences for all three. Was it due to SFM, or was SFM published due to a new interest in all things SFnal? 
2000AD published by IPC, first issue 1977 – 'Dan Dare‘, with Judge Dredd in the 2nd issue. 
One of 2000 AD's first editors, Nick Landau, formed Titan Distributors with his partner, Mike Lake, in 1977. Titan would eventually become Britain's biggest specialist distributor of imported American SF and comics. In June 1978, the pair would open Forbidden Planet bookshop in London, which would eventually become the country's largest SF and comics shop. They would go on to open a branch in New York in June 1981. 
Social groups:
From July 1974 the London first-Thursday meetings were held at the One Tun, on Saffron Hill in London's Farringdon district, a short walk from the soon-to-be-demolished Globe, found by John Brunner. Largest regular meeting in the world.




1979 – Seacon – and after 
Cover of Nightwings 

Seacon Programme 
Book: 
- Bookshop ad 
- Harry Bell artwork 
- Title page 
- Cover 
- Staff List 
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1979 Worldcon came to the UK again - Brighton this time - with GoHs Brian Aldiss (again!), Fritz Leiber and Harry Bell.
Peter Weston proposed it at the 1971 Eastercon. Malcolm Edwards who was then editor of Vector, published his first fannish fanzine, the one-shot MAGIC PUDDING, in November 1973, including the first serious examination of the idea of holding a Worldcon in Britain before the end of the decade. Peter Roberts, Weston, and Edwards himself  listed as members of a provisional committee to promote the idea. Thus the seeds of Seacon 1979, the 37th Worldcon, were planted.
Largest British con: Attendance 3,114 out of over 5,000 members - over 7 times larger than Skycon Eastercon 1978. Pretty well up there for Worldcons too – bigger than any to 1973, only Iguanacon 1978 with 4,700 significantly bigger.
Drew for staft on all the groups active in the previous decade: 39 people: Peter Weston as Chairman, Gerald Bishop, John Brosnan, Pat & Graham Charnock, Malcolm Edwards, John & Eve Harvey, Martin Hoare, Rob Holdstock, Rob & Coral Jackson, Marsha Jones, Leroy Kettle, Dave Langford, Colin Lester, Joseph Nicholas, Peter Nicholls, Rog Peyton, David Pringle, Peter Roberts, Tim Stannard, John Steward, Simone Walsh, Ian Williams, and Kev & Sue Williams.
Kate Davies (now Solomon) entered the Masquerade with her costume based on cover of Nightwings by Robert Silverberg and got herself on television.
The 1979 Worldcon demanded the efforts of most of the active fans in the UK, and attracted new fans from all over the country. 



Fandom Continuing 

Interzone, TWP, Paranoid 24, 
Banana Wings, Olympus 2012, 
SFX, London in 2014, Novacon 
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For some Seacon was the end of their involvement with fandom, and many retired from the fanzine scene immediately afterwards. But it was also an inspiration to a new generation of young fans who started producing fanzines of their own (in a landscape largely devoid of their predecessors) and running whole new series of conventions.
So after the 1979 Worldcon British fandom definitely didn’t die.
Lots of new people arrived. Lots of old people stayed around doing things. Some people took a rest for a few years before coming back again later: look around you for Chris Priest, Martin Easterbrook, Bill Burns, Mike Meara, Rob Hansen, Margaret Austin, Kate Solomon.
The SFF, the BSFA, OUSFG and ICSF are still going strong. So are TAFF and GUFF, and other fan funds: Jacq Monahan (TAFF) and Kylie Ding (GUFF) are here at Olympus. The Arthur C. Clarke Award first awarded in 1987.
Magazines and pros: 2000AD is still flourishing. Interzone was founded in 1982, SFX arrived in 1995. Other magazines continue to come and go. Terry Pratchett, Steve Baxter, Neil Gaiman all have had professional careers.
Groups and Newszines: We lost Checkpoint, but gained Ansible. We had Small Mammal and The Intermediate Reptile, and still have Mostly Pointless handed out at the London First Thursday meeting, which is still happening. As is the Brum Group, and groups in Sheffield, Glasgow, Bristol and Peterborough.
APAs and similar: We gained TWP (Linda Krawecke & Chris Atkinson & many others) and several other APAs, Reading Matters (Tibs), and lost some of them again. We gained CompuServe, rec.arts.sf.fandom, LiveJournal, Facebook and Twitter.
Fanzines: We had Nova winning fanzines: Tappen (Malcolm Edwards), Epsilon (Rob Hansen), The Cool Head (Dave Bridges and Margaret Welbank), Lip (Hazel Ashworth), Prolapse (Peter Weston) and Head (Doug Bell & Christina Lake – who are running this fan programme); and some which were also Hugo-nominated and winning fanzines, Twll-Ddu (Langford), Attitude (Abbott, Dallman & Wells), Plokta (the Cabal), Banana Wings (Clair Brialey and Mark Plummer) and Journey Planet (James Bacon, Chris Garcia and Claire Brialey). Paranoid (Ian Maule) and A Meara for Observers (Mike Meara). We used to have Futurian War Digest, PADS and the BAT copy room: now we have the eFanzines website. 
The number of conventions and their variety of format and organising group continued (continues?) to increase: we had and still have Eastercons, Novacons, Eurocons, Worldcons, Picocons and Unicons. We had Faircons, Beccons, RaCons, Rubicons, Silicons, Fencons, Ploktacons, ArmadaCons, NewCons, BristolCons and Satellites. We had UK Worldcons in 1997, 1995, 2005, and are expecting another in 2014. We have literary sf cons, media and tv cons, games cons, filk (science fiction folk music) cons, costume cons, Dr Who cons, Fantasy and Horror cons, and SFX Weekenders.
British Fandom ain’t dead yet! It’s been having fun since 1930 and it’s still having fun in all the ways it ever has.
(Somebody else has to write the history of all this.)
Enjoy!



Websites and References 
• fanac.org/Fan_Histories/Then/ 
• www.fiawol.org.uk 
• www.gostak.co.uk/bsfarchive/BSFAorigins.htm 
• www.smithway.org/ 
• efanzines.com 
• file770.com 
• www.sf-encyclopedia.com/ 
• www.sf-foundation.org 
• www.cial.org.uk/cable40.htm (Colin Askham) 
• www.porcupine.demon.co.uk (book covers) 

 
This presentation prepared March 2012. Thanks to all contributors. 
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