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Movie News & Reviews
By LeeWhiteside

Dreamworks promoted the upcoming The
TimeMachinein aspecia promotional
event at the San Diego Comic-Con. They
displayed props and major set piecesfrom
thefilmintheexhibit hall and had
presentations by Sam Winston, Director
Simon Wells, visual effects supervisor
JamiePriceand Three-D Computer
Designer Tom Wilcox. Thefilmisdirected
by Simon Wells, who' s great-grandfather
isH.G.Wells.

Recently filmingintheU.K. isReign of
Terror, afuture fantasy starring Christian
Bale, M atthew M cConaughey, Gerard
Butler, | zabella Scor upco, and Alexander
Siddig. Set in apost-apocalyptic future
England, an Americanmilitialeader
(M cConaughey) andaBritish“FireChief”
(Bale) must team up to fight off abrood of
fire-breathing dragons that have emerged,
seeking to return to dominance over man
after a centuries-long rest.

J. Michael Straczynski has been
working on a script based on his Rising
Starscomic for MGM. Hereportsthat
things are moving along and the MGM is
listingitasamoviefor late 2002. Themovie
will betitled“Born in Fire” andwill cover
the same material asthefirst eight issues of
the comic series, which isstructured in
three eight issue acts. If the first movie
doeswell, MGM isinterested in two
sequels to tell the whole story.

Filming isnear completion on the Scooby
Doo moviein Australia. Reports are that
thefilmwill take place partially on a Spooky

(Cont’d on page 18)

SF Tube Talk

By LeeWhiteside

TheSummer of SciFi leadsintotheFall

We'rewell into the summer months,
where the broadcast networks runs lots
of repeats and burn off series and unaired
episodes and coming up on the fall where
the new serieswill debut and returning
serieswill kick of their new seasons,
tieing up cliff-hangers and such. We' ve
got preview information on most of the
new fall shows aswell as updates on
most of the the continuing series.

Keep on Trekking

The new Star Trek series, Enterprise,
will debut thisfall on UPN. For adetailed
preview of the new series starring Scott
Bakula, check out our special report
elsewherein thisissue. In other Star Trek
TV news, The National Network (TNN)
will kick off their running of repeats of
Star Trek: TheNext Generation at 8 pm
and 11 pm weeknightswith a77 hour BIG
BANG Marathon the week of October 1st.
They will kick it off with aone hour
specia on Star Trek on October first and
proceed to show about half the episodes
of TNG over therest of week, selecting
fan favorite episodes from each season
based on an informal web search of some
sort. TNN also has rights to Deep Space
Nine starting in 2004 and Voyager
starting in 2006.

Babylon 5isAlive!

Filming for the Babylon 5: L egend of
the Rangers movie has completedin
Vancouver and it will likely air on SciFi in
late Fall or early next year. Themovieis
set afew years after the eventsin season

5 of Babylon 5 and before the events of
Crusade and will focus on The Rangers.
SciFi isexpected toair themoviein
January and may follow shortly with a
weekly seriesif themovie doeswell or if
they like the finished product enough to
commit to aseriesbeforeit airs.
Indications are good that it will goto a
serieswith filming starting in early 2002 for
alikely summer debut.

The movie focuses on The Rangers,
with the focus being on a human Ranger,
David Martel, played by David Neal. Also
featured are Alex Zahar a asthe Minbari

© SciFi

Ranger Dulann, Myriam Siroisas Sarah
Cantrell, Dean Mar shall asMalcolm
Bridges, Mackenzie Gray asMinister
Kafta (of apreviously unseen alien race),
Enid-Raye AdamsastheMinbari healer
Firell, and GusLynch asthe Drazi Ranger
Tirk. Also appearinginthemoviewill be
AndreasK atsulasreprising hisBabylon 5
roleof G'Kar.

The plot concerns the redemption of
David, who is disgraced by abandoning a
battle when his ship lost weapons
capabilities. As punishment, heis

(Cont’d on Page 9)
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FYI

ChangingHandsBookstor e Signing
August 10, 7 pm - Bruce Campbell

BRUCE CAMPBELL READINGAND
SIGNING*“IFCHINSCOULDKILL”

AT CHANGING HANDSBOOK STORE,
FRIDAY,AUGUST 10AT 7PM

Bruce Campbell isthe King of the B
movies those cult horror/scifi classics that
have been astaple of Hollywood literally
since the advent of talkies. Heisthe star
of thelegendary Evil Dead movies, and
not only can he act, but he can write, as
evidenced by this raucous, sardonic
memoir, If Chins Could Kill. Bruce
Campbell isfeatured in ahuge network of
Evil Dead, Film, Horror, Science Fiction,
Hercules and Xena conventions
nationwide. There are 36 web sitesand
tribute pages devoted to him.

Changing Hands Bookstore is on the
SW corner of McClintock and Guadal upe.
Booksigning line-order ticketsavailable
with your purchase of If Chins Could Kill.
Seat reserved signswill be available at

Pick up your copy of ConNotationsat
theselocations:

BordersBook Stores

2402 E Camelback, Phoenix, AZ (602)
957-6600

870N 54th St, Chandler, AZ (480)
961-4915

1361 N. AlmaSchool Rd., Mesa, AZ
(480)833-2244

4555 E. CactusRd., Phoenix, AZ (602)
953-9699

7320W.Béell Rd., Glendale, AZ (623)
4879110

All About Booksand Comics

5060 N. Central, Phoenix, AZ (602)
2770757

810S. Ash, Tempe, AZ (480) 858-
w7

4022 E. Greenway, Phoenix, AZ (602)
494-1976

Imperial Outpost

4212 W CactusRd #1111, Phoenix, AZ
(602) 862-9683

Michael’sMagic

3617 E Southern Ave#38, Mesa, AZ
(480) 325-7485

StalkingM oon Comics& Col-
lectibles

5775W Bell Rd#B-6, Glendale,
Arizona(602) 896-9992

Book ExchangePlus

2601 E Bell #14, Phoenix, AZ (602)
867-1018

ThingsFor Thinkers

4500 E Speedway Blvd#36, Tucson,
AZ(520)326-7679
AmazingDiscoveries

2545 E Speedway #155, Tucson, AZ
(520)320-0338
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6pm on Friday, August 10.

Changing Hands Bookstore; 6428 S
McClintock Dr; Tempe, AZ 85283
480-730-0205 chbookstore@qwest.net

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS
CASFS Sponsored Groups

GLENDALEPUBLICLIBRARY:

1st Thursday of each month at 5959 W
Brownin Glenddeat 7PM

September 6: Where Late The Sweet Bird
Sang by Kate Wilhelm

October 4: ThreeHeartsAnd Three Lions
by Poul Anderson

November 1: TimeMachineby H.G. Wells
December 6: 2001 by Arthur C Clarke

Jan 3, 2002: Ghostlight by Marion Zimmer
Bradley

For moreinformation onthe Glendale
group contact Sue Martin at 623-939-7815

BARNES& NOBLEMETROCENTER:
4th Thursday of each month at 7PM
August 23: Many Coloured Land by Julian
May
September 27: Footfall by Larry Niven
and Jerry Pournelle
Octaober 25: Hotel Transylvaniaby
ChelseaQuinn Yarbo
November and December dates are
tentative
November 15: Jhereg by Steven Brust
December 13: Wizard'sBaneby Rick
Cook
[

Jan 24, 2002: American Gods by Neil
Gaman

For moreinformation onthe Barnes &
Noble group contact Stephanie at 602-973-
4

Other Book Groups

BORDERSOTHER WORLDSBOOK
DISCUSS ON GROUP
Third Thursday at Borders, 2402 E
Camelback at 6PM
August 16: TBA
For moreinfo contact Eric 602-957-6660 or
the-rock1@juno.com

BORDERSFANTASY & SCI-FI BOOK
DISCUSSION:

Fourth Wednesday at Borders, 7320 W
Bell RdinGlendale. at 7PM.
August 22: The Stone War by Madeline
Robins
September 26: : Starship Troopersby
Robert Heinlein
Oct 24: TBA
For details contact Tanya 623-487-9110

INFORMATION LINE: For uptodate
information on each month’s CASFS and
fan sponsored sci-fi related events call
(602)973-2341 and select option 7 for apre-
recorded message. Thereisalso aweekly
email update. If you wish to receivethe
email update send your email addressto
Stephanie at leigh@casfs.org

Enterprise Preview
by Lee Whiteside

Thefifth live action incarnation of Star
Trek will hit thesmall screenthisfall
Wednesday nights on UPN in the first
hour of primetime (8 pm E/R, 7 pm C/M).
At presstime, it isunclear the exact date
when it will debut. UPN made noise about
debuting the series sometime in August to
get ajump on the other networks while
other reports have indicated it will debut
sometimein September. Regardless of
when it starts airing, we' ve got adetailed
preview of the series and the opening two
hour movie for you thisissue. Be warned,
there are lots of spoilersin this preview, so
if you want to be surprised when the new
series debuts, stop reading now!

First of al, the seriesisaprequel
series, set 90 years after the eventsin
First Contact with Zephram Cochrane.
Starfleet isin itsinfancy and humans have
doneminimal explorationsinto deep space,
having been constrained by the Vulcans,
who have been overseeing our
development. 30 years before the series,
Zephram Cochrane dedicated a new
facility for buildingawarp 5 capable
starship, which isjust now ready to taketo
the stars. On the ship’s first mission,
Captain Jonathon Archer (Scott Bakula)
leads avaried crew on atrip to the Klingon
homeworld. Archer isin hisearly 40'sand
has a bold personality. He was born and

raised an explorer and exhibits a sense of
wonder and excitement aswell as some
trepidation about the strange things he
encounters. He holds a grudge against the
Vulcans, who he blamesfor impeding
humanity’s progress. Archer’s father
helped Cochran design the warp 5 engine
that powers his ship and he regrets that
hisfather didn’t liveto seeit finally be
used. He has a strong sense of duty, but is
till abit of arenegade and is not afraid to
disobey ordersif he feelsit’'stheright
thing to do.

Representing the Vulcanswill be T’ Pol
(Jolene Blalock), functioning as a second
in command and science officer. She's
been assigned to the Enterprise to oversee
the ship’s progress and to offer advice and
information when shefeelsit is needed.
Sheisstill getting used to dealing with
humans. She alsowill begiving Voyager’s
Seven of Ninearun for her money asa
hot-looking Trek babe.

The Chief Engineer, Charlie” Trip”
Tucker 11 (Connor Trinneer),isa
Southerner who enjoys using his
“country” personato disarm people. Trip
was hand-picked by Archer, who is
something of amentor to him. Heisa
brilliant engineer and an outstanding
officer, but has had little experience
dealing with alien cultures.

The ship’smedical officer isDoctor
Phlox (John Billingsley), an aien of

(cont’don page14)
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PRO NOTES

By Daryl F. Mallett

LOCALNEWS

DianaGabaldon writesthat sheis
“finishing TheFiery Cross(i.e., we'rein
the‘work-18-hours-a-day’ final frenzy
phase, wherel’m simultaneoudly filling
holesin the last few sections, revising the
middle sections, and doing the copy-edit
of thefirst few sections—meanwhile, the
book designer is busytypesetting the first
section. All this madness, with the intent
of meeting the announced pub[lication]
date of October 9.). Bantam Dell isissuing
new trade paperback editions of the
backlist: Outlander, Dragonfly in Amber,
Voyager and Drums of Autumn, in
gorgeous new covers, beginning [now]
with the release of the new Outlander trade
paperback. The other three get released in
August, to sort of ‘ramp up’ to the release
of The Fiery Crossin October. (The
hardcovers and mass-market paperbacks
are still available, of course. These arejust
new ‘ CollectorsEditions.”). I'll bebook-
touring in the U.S. and Canada around
[the] release date; in the U.K. and Germany
sometimenext year [2002].”

Adam Niswander writesthat heis*hard
at work” on The War of the Whisperers,
the fourth novel in his popular Shaman
Cycle series. Thefirst two novels, The
Charmand The Serpent Slayers, will be
reissued in trade paperback editions by
DarkTales Publicationswithin thenext few
months. DarkTaleswill aso publish
Adam’ sthird novel, The Hound Hunters,
before the end of theyear. “Plans call for
The War of the Whisperersto follow
immediately, and negotiationsare
underway for afifth book, asyet untitled.
The seriesis planned for thirteen
connected-but-independent novels.”
Adam also reports he has sold a short
story titled “Doors’ to an anthology called
Asylum 2: TheViolent Ward, whichisdue
for release this Autumn, also from
DarkTales. Some of hisdarker poetry was
recently featured at Gothicnet. Visit
Adam’ s Bookstore online at: <http://
dogbert.abebooks.com/abe/
BooksBrons3adadientic-548198.pegs=CLIENT>.

Mike Stackpole reports that Fortress
Draconiswill be coming out this
December. “It'sabig fantasy trade
paperback from Bantam.” Healso
continuesto write hisregular columnin
ComicsRetailer. Heisa so doingacomic
book for WhizKidswhichisin
development. For moreinformation, see
his Website at <http://
www.stormwolf.com>.

Local artists/writers Scott P. “ Doc”
VaughnandTameraK.Frahmare
working on Doctor Who: The Legends of
Time, afan video production coming from
M&V Studiosinlate2001/early 2002. More
information will be posted at <http://
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www.mandvonline.com/legendsoftime/
legendshome.html>.
OTHERPRONEWS

Brian W. Aldisswrites: “I had ahell of a
good time in Buenos Aires. My mentor
wasMar cial Souto, anoted editor and
translator of English SF into Spanish. We
also went over to Montevideo—a lovely
friendly city. | havefinished astory
entitled ‘ Aboard the ‘ Beatitude' for Betsy
Wollheim. By theend of next week | will
bein Macedonia.”

C.Dean Andersson soldaTexaszombie
football story, “Dust Bowl,” to The Book
of All Flesh, edited by JamesL owder,
target pub date October 2001.

British SFwriter and scholar Mike
Ashley writes. “As usual doing too much.
Thebiography of Alger non Blackwood is
completed. TheU.K. titleisThe Starlight
Man, and will be published by Constable
in November 2001. For somereason, the
U.S. publisher (Carroll & Graf) didn’t think
the title would be understood in the U.S,,
so they are publishing it as Algernon
Blackwood: AnExtraordinary Lifein
January 2002. Dueto be published later
thisyear ismy next anthology, The
Mammoth Book of Fantasy. I’m just now
wrapping up The Mammoth Book of Great
Science Fiction, and have a so started
work on The Mammoth Book of Ancient
Egyptian Whodunnits. At present, am
submerged in The Mammoth Encyclopedia
of Modern CrimeFiction, ahugetome
which threatens to swamp me. | also must
find timeto finalise the proofs of The
Gernsback Days, to be published by
Wildside Pressin the near future. Thefirst
volumeof my History of the Science
Fiction Magazineseries, TheTime
Machines, was published by Liverpool
University Pressin December. The second
volume, Transformations has been
delivered. Not sure of publication date. |
still have to complete the third and final
volume, Gatewaysto Forever. Various
other smaller projects ongoing [as usual].

John Gregory Betancourt writes: “1I'm
workingon TheDawn of Amber, aprequel
trilogy toRoger Zelazny’ sAmber series,
for ibooks. Still at the approval stage, but
things look promising. We' re moving to
Doylestown, PA in about aweek (my wife
accepted anew job in that area). Wildside
Press continues to publish great books.”

David Brin writes. “ Cheryl and | took a
quick trip to Paris and then Barcelona,
where | gave speeches and interviews to
help present the University of Catalonia
Literary Awards. Pariswas, of course,
wonderful, despite being as dirty and rude
aswerecall fromlivingtherein’90-92.
Naturally, weatelike crazy and walked of f
every calorie, rushing about to see all our
old favorite sites and many new ones.
Parisin late November can be brutally
cold, windy and wet, and yet all the
museums were packed! What aracket they
have going. Barcelonawaswarmer. Itisa
jewel of acity, filled with wonders and the
most delightful people. The blend of old

and hyper-new is better than anywhere
I’ve seen. | was surprised to learn that the
Catalonian language is closer to French
(actually Occitan) than it isto Spanish!
Thearchitecture of Gaudi is
simultaneously so wonderful and
offensive that it makesthe brain hurt,
provoking unexpected thoughts. That is
what the best art should do, of course,
even when it s painful. I’ ve been busy
with this new public speaking thing. In
June, | spoke to aWorld Bank Conference
in Miami, then to a Pentagon futurist
meeting, then DARPA, the Library of
Congress...and a certain “agency” with the
best gift shop on the planet. The week
before, | wasin Cincinnati, addressing the
execsand techiesof Procter & Gamble. |
also spoke to SAP's Tech 2000 gathering
inLasVegas, wherel met Penn & Teller!
Pennisbigtime asci fi and technology fan.
My prediction as a‘noted futurist’ ? |
predict my present surge of fancy
speaking engagementswill all dry upin
2002, when people, sick of ‘ dafutchah,’
will go nostalgia-crazy and want nothing
but retro! We just had an exhausting and
expensive family vacation—two nightsin
V egas (doing almost everything thereisto
do with kids), then Hoover Dam (Ben, the
born engineer, was in utter heaven), then
The Grand Canyon, staying at Bright
Angel Lodge, right at therim, then blitzing
through Anasazi Country visiting ancient
ruins and volcanic cinder cones and
Meteor Crater! Amazing and exhausting.
And here at home awaited seven phone
messages and 59 emails! Shows how the
world shifts. Ho hum, back to the grind!
Thetitle of my new novel—the most
original thing I’ve donein years—isKiln
People. Take the notion of golems—
temporary artificial peoplemadeof clay.
Add ‘home copiers,” in which you can
ditto yourself to copies with your
memories and agenuineimprint of your
soul. They last for one day. If they are
good, you download their memories at
day’s end, and thus they live on. As a
citizen of thisfuture, you've donethisa
zilliontimes, takingit for granted. Youlive
your lifein parallel, sending expensive
‘study golems' to thelibrary, while cheap
models clean the house and your real
body goes to the gym to work out. Two-
thirds of the population is made of clay,
has no rights, and doesn’t think that's
unfair. Sofar, it'shuge fun. Bad punslike
psycho-ceramics. Golem blankscomein
ceram-wrap. Getit?;-) [Groan.-DFM] Oh, |
just filed my first patent! For a piece of
software you may see online someday, |
hope.” David's Website can be seen at
<http://www.davidbrin.com>.

Ed Bryant writes: “ EdBryant’ sall-
chomping, all-dancing, all-romancing
zombienovella, ‘A Sad Last Loveat the
Diner of the Damned,’ hasjust appeared in
aspiffy new edition from start-up specialty
press Wormhole Books <http://
www.wormholebooks.com>. Thisisoneof
aseries of exquisitely designed, highly
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affordable, ‘hand-made’ chapbooks. $12
includes shipping. All color wrap-around
cover by David Martin, addingfunto
EdwardHopper’ sclassic’ Nighthawks.’
New intros by the author and by S. P.
Somtow. Thisisthe second in Wormhole's
series, thefirstbeingMelanieTem’s
“Pioneers,” abrand-new piece of science
fictionwithanintro by Nancy Holder and
acolor oil painting cover by Joanna
Erbach.”

Actor BruceCampbeéll writes: “Howdy.
It'stimefor abook! | encourage folksto
go herefor all thedetails. Bruce' s Book
Website: <http://
www.brucecampbellbook.com>.”

Paul Castiglia“continuesto write
Archie's Weird Mysteries.”

Horror/eroticawriter M. Christian
writes: “Boy, have things been
happening... Got my collections,Dirty
Words: A Collection of Provocative
Eroticaand Rough Stuff: Tales of Gay
Men, Sex and Power(which | co-edited
with Simon Sheppar d), out right now (from
Alyson Books). Guilty Pleasures (which |
edited) will be out in amonth or so.
Burning Pen (which | also edited) will be
out in November. | aso have another
collection, Speaking Parts, coming out the
middle of next year—and have storiesin
Space & Time,Graven Images, and adozen
or so books coming out over the next few
months. Whew! | aso still write columns
for <http://www.suspectthoughts.com>,
<http://www.venusorvixen.com>, and
<http://www.monsterzine.com> aswell.

Adrian Colewrites. “I’mcompletingan
anthology of Lin Carter’sThongor short
stories for Wildside's Y oung Thongor.
Then on to anew project.”

CandasJaneDor sey writes: “My book,
Vanillaand Other Stories, published
NeWest Pressin June 2000, won the WGA
Best Short Fiction Award, officially yclept
theHoward O’ Hagen Award for Fiction.
Two firsts were awarded, the other going
toCaterinaEdwards. My novel, A
Paradigm of Earth, will beoutfromTorin
October, but | think | said that before, last
time you wrotefor news. In June, | was
CanVention Guest of Honour at V-Conin
Vancouver.”

Writer/artist M ax Espinozawrites:
“Ruben Gerard and | can still befound on
the Web at < “>http://
www.californiacaricatures.com>. Rubenis
still writing and drawing hiscomic strip
and | am still writing playsand drawing
cast caricatures for Stages, asmall theatre
company inFullerton, California.”

Susan R. Matthewswrites. “‘It' sbeena
quiet week in LakeWoebegon...” | am
about athird of away through the book |
owe my editor thisfall—thefourth
K oscuisko novel, workingtitle The Devil
and Deep Space, tentatively scheduled for
publicationin October of 2002. I’ ve seen
the bound galleys for Angel of
Destruction, my Jurisidiction stand-alone

(Cont’d on page 17)
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Musical Notes
by Tom Tuer ff

TheBringers“It’sAbout Time”
(Random Factors) ****

First of al, | haveto say that | don’t
think aCD withamoreappropriatetitlewill
be released thisyear. It certainly is about
time the Bringers put out aCD, and this
tuneful, intriguing and exciting offering
meets every expectation.

Thisisreally no surprise. The six-
member band presents some of the most
innovative music on the Celtic scene
today. They started as atrio some years
ago, and after several personnel changes
have grown into the existent sextet of
violinist Michi Regier and percussionist
Vash, wife and husband and two of the
original members; plusdigeridoo player
ByronMiller, singersCatherine
Rustenbeck and Nichelle Scott, and the
formidablelocal string wizard himself, Joe
Bethancourt.

That’ s right, Joe Bethancourt — the guy
who can play almost anything with strings
and who would be awelcome addition to
almost any band. Y ou know this young
group MUST be good if Joe chooses to
join them. And they do not disappoint.
Bethancourt issimply another member of
this very accomplished band, who takes
his turns in the spotlight with everyone
else.

Theabum kicksoff with“ Tamlynthe
Bard,” apositively eerie number that
combines an old fiddle tune with some
very creepy, crawly poetry from
Bethancourt, completewith cracklingfire,
thunder, and spooky noises.

From there, it’ s off to the races with one
of the best covers of the tired old song
“Leaving of Liverpool” that I’ ve ever
heard. Usually this song is performed by
old, drunk Irish tenors and people who
want to BE old, drunk Irishtenors. Here,
Catherine and Nichelle sing asprightly
version, played in afast, Appalachian
style by the band. It is at once unexpected,
hilariousand wonderful.

Other highlightsinclude” Geordie,”
Vash's popular showpiece which he
describes as* an amazing example of a
Scots ballad where nobody dies’; “King
Henry,” another eerie, unnerving tale,
sung by Joe, about a King who upsets a
very demanding, evil female presencein
the forest (1 can’t get the sound of the
ladiessinging“MOREMEAT! MORE
MEAT!” out of my head); and amedley of
Bethancourt’ s* Celtic Circle Dance” and
Jethro Tull’ s “Cup of Wonder” that
finishesthe album off.

Now, let’ stalk about theamazing fiddle
pieces on this CD. I’m going to go on the
record now and say that Michi Regier is
probably one of the ten best fiddle players
I’ve ever heard. She has played with the
Chieftains and other big name bands, and
is unquestionably one of the masters.
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| have watched thiswoman from mere
feet away, and | havetotell you | don’t
know how she does some of the stuff she
does. It'slike her violinisatop hat, and
you wait with anticipation to see what kind
of surprising musical rabbit she'll pull from
it next. The fact that she appearsto do it
without breaking asweat is even more
amazing.

“Marching McCahill to Milltown” isa
perfect example. A combination of
traditional fiddle tunes that the Bringers
frequently play in their sets, it startsat a
perfectly sane tempo for most folks and by
thetimeit finishes, the entire band is
playing at about 150 mph. In other words,
look out, stand back and watch what
happens.

The same is true about the other fiddle
pieces on the album. Just as you're ready
to settledown and relax to anice, slow air,
suddenly you’re back out of your chair,
dancing al over the place.

The Bringers get lumped into the
category of “Celtic Music Groups,” but
they really are much more than that. On
the back of this fantastic CD, they
describe what they do as “Acoustic Music
Without Borders.” Indeed, the songs and
influences heard on this CD reach from the
shores of Americato the back streets of
Turkey, with ahealthy vacation in the
Emerald Isleand the UK, of course.

And how can you call aband “Celtic”
when the “bottom” of its sound is
provided by adigeridoo? You can't. You
should simply call the Bringers “splendid.”
A splendid band and a splendid CD,
produced by Bethancourt.

It isindeed about time that the Bringers
had aCD. Isn't it about time you went out
and bought it? Check out their website,
too, at www.thebringers.com.

| just got back from Westercon 54 in
Portland, and boy, what a collection of
great filkers and folkies showed up! | saw
afantastic concert by Jeff and Maya
Bohnhoff (their latest CD, “ Retro Rocket
Science,” wasreviewed in thelast issue),
and shared the filk circle over three nights
withthem, aswell asCeciliaEng, Lynn
Gold (thanksfor lending methe guitar,
Lynn), Joe Bethancourt, Jordin Kare,
Echo’ s Children (although strangely,
never at the sametime; it was either one
member or the other) and scores more.
Keepyour eyeout for ANYTHING by a
new group called Escape Key. The lead
vocalist has one of the nicest voices|’ve
heardinalong time. | also got to meet
Heather Alexander, who will bedown here
in September for CopperCon. Sheisnot to
bemissed! I'll have areview of her |atest
CD nexttime.
Tom Tuerff writesfilk and folk reviewsfor
ConNotations. If you have a CD you want
reviewed, send it to themain
ConNotations address to Tom'’s attention,
or tackle him in the street and force it on
him. Y ou canasoreachhimat
ttuerff @aol.com. Check out hiswebsites at
http://hometown.aol.com/nudeadguy and
http://www.cdbaby.com/tuerff.

© Sue Dawe
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L epreCon 27 Review
by MikeWillmoth

Thisyear’sLepreConwasheld May 18-
20, 2001, at the Holiday Inn SunSpree
Resort in Scottsdale, Arizona. Artist
Guest-of-Honor (GoH) was Stephen
Hickman, Author GoH wasMichael A.
Stackpole, Local Artist GoHwasRaobert
Rossand Music GoHswere Echo’s
Children. Stephen Hickman haswonfive
Chesley Awards given by the Association
of Science Fiction and Fantasy Artists
(ASFA). Heaso did the artwork for the
United States Postal Service's Space
Fantasy Commemorative Bookl et of
stamps, thefirst in the SF genre. Mike
Stackpoleisaloca author who started out
writing gamesfor Flying Buffalo Inc. (also
local to Phoenix). Since then he has
authored BattleTech novels, Star Wars X-
Wing novels, and severa of hisown
design. Robert Rossdisplayed hisartwork
for thefirst timeat the 1994 World Horror
Convention held in Phoenix and has been
collecting award ribbons ever since.
Echo’sChildren (CallieHillsand Cat
Faber) have produced two CDs of their
music and cameto usfrom the Pacific
Northwest.

| experienced the convention thisyear
from yet another new perspective. Not
only was | involved pre-conin the
program design (science track), but also
got to be the Hotel Liaison for the first
time(officialy). Besidescoming upwith
some of the science program ideas | was
also responsible for making sure that the
hotel knew how we wanted each function
room set up at what time (Gaming, Dealers
Room, Art Show, Programming, Video
Room), including Green Room, Anime
Room, Staff Loungeand ConSuite (all

(Cont’d on page5)
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ConClusion (cont’d from page 4)
deeping rooms). Additionally, | made sure

that staff requests for rooms were
correctly handled and made the hotel
aware of reservations problems when they
arose (liketwo participantswho were
denied reservations on their first call

despite the room block not being full).
There were afew changes to the room
setups that had to occur, too. The big task
wasresolving all the errors on thefinal bill
before we' d write them a check, such as
charges to rooms not covered by the con
or chargesfor rooms aready paid for and
checked out!

One of the popular events this year was
the World Building (WB) series of
discussions. Some of the attendees
mentioned that thiswas areally good idea,
and from the attendance at them
throughout the con I’d agree. The first one
started Friday afternoon off (planet or
asteroid) along with aNASA Space
Program UpdatewithHugh Gregory
(Canadian space flight historian) and a
Get-To-Know panel for thelocal groups
(LepreCon, CASFS, Western SFA and
THEM). Another WB event occurred
(geology & geography) during Meet-the-
Pros, followed by aMacGuyver Challenge,
Filk GoHsintro, United Federation of
Phoenix (UFP) Jeopardy (who also staffed
ConSuitethisyear), THEM animeand a
midnight panel on The Fine Line Between
Art & Porn. In the fan table areawe had
the Arizona Convention Table, Mars
Society, Dr. Williams' Planetary Geology
Display and Fo' Paws merchandising the
convention with t-shirts using our Artist
GoH’ swork.

Saturday was the big day with Tube Talk
by L eeWhiteside, Lunar/MarsColony,
WB again (plants& animals), GoH talks,
VRInteractiveGamingwith L ouiseK Ieba
(engineer with Boeing), Making Characters
ComeAlive, Filk Concert, WB (history),
Art Workshop on Tri Chem, Paper
Airplane Context, Art Demoon
Scratchboard withformer local artist GoH
CathieYankovich, Charity Auction,
Masguerade Contest, Violence Sex &
Debauchery in Gaming, Modern Dance,
Writing asArt & Commerceand Animefor
Kids. Sunday finished off the convention
withBarry Bard At TheMovies, Robert
Ross interview by Larry Vela, Mark
Ferrari Art Workshop on Drawing the
Human Figure, Alternate Prehistory,
Fandom as Utopia, Squirt Gun Fight, Art
Auctionand Compliments& Complaints.

Other participants not mentioned include
AaronAllston, FrancesBurns, Christi
Carpenter, MikeCassidy, CallistaCleary
(teenageartist), Jeff Colburn, Elizabeth
Danforth, John Davis(also helpedrun
programming at-con), Janeen DeBoard,
Emily Devenport (akaMaggy Thomas),
DorannaDurgin, Maryeileen Flanagan,
Scott Glener, Rachel Hartman, Ernest
Hogan, Angel Hungerford, Katherine
Lawrence, Lubov (Lep 26 Artist GoH who
now liveshereinthevalley), Daryl F.
Mallett, Donald Markstein, Joe
McKersie, DennisL.McKiernan,John
Carter McKnight, John Mina, Rusty Neal,
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Adam Niswander, JamesReade(whodida
livemodel suite), Cary Riall, Jennifer
Roberson, CarlosRoss, Ken St. Andre,
Mark Siegel, Ed Sulfaro, Kit Townsend,
Scott Vaughn, Larry Vela(who set up
VelaVision throughout the con to promote
itinternally using TVsand VCRs), Scott
Virtes, JamesVitale, John Vornholt, Jim
Webbert, Erik Wennstrom, Dr. David
Williams, and Randall Whitlock.

The big surprise thisyear wasthe
donation of around $650 worth of audio/
visual equipment to promote the con via
VelaVision! Thanksgoto Sarah
Stevenson (program staff member) who
couldn’t be at the convention, but came
through with afinancial contribution to
help make this and future cons more
enjoyable. We ended up with three TVs
andtwo VCRs. Larry Velaput theseto
good use as well asin program events that
required a/v equipment. Kitty M cDonald-
Neal ran Programming thisyear and did
another great job in getting things
together. She and her staff managed to
automate the datatransfer from email
responses into the database used to put
everything in its proper spot. UFP staffed
ConsSuite aswell as decorated it
throughout the con, which was highly
received by attendees at the C& C panel at
the end of the con. Thisyear’s Chair,
Mark Boniece, also ran CopperCon 20 | ast
September.( | think he’ s crazy to run two
cons so close together, but he survived
them nonetheless. )

Kleba sVR Gaming wasinteresting and
she had folksfill out a survey she could
ultimately pass on to the powers-that-be
onusing VR to train future pilots. The
Modern Dance waswell crafted, but
under-attended. Considering thisis the
first one allowed since around LepreCon
19it went well. Previously we had | ots of
problems with one-night-onlys coming
just for the dance and causing problems.
We'regiving it another try. There were
very few parties, the Southwest Costumers
Guild had anice party, apublisher was
promoting their new book and asmall
group threw a crowded but quiet party in
the smoking wing. The Dark Oneswere
conspicuously absent this year party-
wise, which was sorely missed. The
auctions brought in lots of money, Gaming
had computers and traditional games, the
Art Show was quite wonderful (most of my
desire was for not-for-sale items brought
by the GoHs), and the Dealers’ Room was
agood mix of books, music, art, gaming
and costumes.

Allinall, thisLepreConwent very
smoothly. Theremarks| heard from
attendees were quite favorable. The GoHs
had a great time. Although we haven't had
the wrap-up meeting yet, | think we broke
even. If you'reinterested in more details,
then please come by the board meeting for
Leprecon Inc. this August. Just give me a
call or email mefor moreinfo. And, as
aways, if you think something should be
done better, different, etc. please contact
me or anyone else on the committee and
make your opinions known. We do this
stuff for you and without your input we

can’'t makeit better.
MikeWillmoth, 480-945-6890,
mwillmoth@compuserve.com

WorldHorror Convention 2001
by MikeWillmoth

Seattle, Washington, hosted this year's
World Horror Convention. Actualy, it was
near the SeaTac airport at the Marriott
Hotel, thedateswere May 25 - 28, 2001.
Guests-of-Honor were: Writer (deceased)
Richard Laymon; WritersSimon Clark,
Michael Sladeand JessicaAmanda
Salmonson; EditorsBar baraand
Christopher Roden; Artist CharlesVess,
Toastmaster Jack K etchum; and Grand
Master Award winner Ray Bradbury (not
in attendance).

Participants on the schedule included
Gail S. Anderson, C. Dean Ander sson,
Michael A.Arnzen, Trey R. Barker,
Jennifer Rachel Baumer, Arian Bour ne,
Bill Breedlove, Bob Brown, DeniseM.
Bruchman, Phillip Brugalette, Edward
Bryant, P.D. Cacek, Jack Cady, M att
Cardin, Paul Car pentier (Chair,
WHC2001), M. Christian, Alan M. Clark,
Ellen Datlow, Jeff Davis, David DefFalco,
Sandy Del_uca, AlexadeM onterice,
Robert Dever eaux, TananariveDue, Dawn
Dunn, WayneEdwar ds, John Ever son,
GemmakFiles, Darren Floyd, GAK,
SepheraGiron,Michad R. Gist, Adam
Golaski,d.g.k goldberg, Henry Gonzalez,
Rain Graves, PaulaGuran, Jack Madison
Haringa, Chad Hendey, Brian Scott
Hiebert,KenHinch, Brian A.Hopkins,
ThomasP.Hopp,Michad T.Huyck Jr.,
Jemiah Jefferson, TinaJens, Gary Jonas,
Graham Joyce, SandraKasturi, Brian
Keene, Michael Laimo, Kely Laymon,
TimLebbon, Seth Lindber g, Steve
L ockley, David ThomasL ord, Richard
L ukes(Chair, WHC2002), Pat MacEwen,
Jeff Mariotte, Joan M. McCarty, Michael
McCarty,JulieMcGalliard,Mark
McL aughlin, AndrewMigliore, Mary Ann
Mitchell,JamesA.Moore, Christian
Muncy, YvonneNavarro,JamesNewman,
David Nordhaus, GeneO’ Neill, Michael
Oliveri,Margaret Organ-K ean, Garrett
Peck, John Pelan, Phantom Seekers, Tom
Piccirilli, Loren Rhoads, BruceHolland
Rogers, Judi Rohrig, Joel Ross, Larry
Santoro, Brett A. Savory, Lorelei
Shannon, M ar gar et Ballif Simon, Robin
Smith, David Sparks,Honna& Patrick
Swenson (who did agreat job on the
Program Book), BruceTaylor,KarenE.
Taylor,Melanie& SteveRasnicTem,
John Urbancik, Edovan Belkom, Aaron
Vanek, CarrieVaughn, Tim Waggoner,
CynthiaWard, Paul Victor Wargelin,
Robert Weinber g, Stacey Kathleen
Wenkel, Stanley Wiater, Drew Weist and
Jason Williams.

| flew up the day before the con. The
hotel had afree shuttle from the airport
and after checking in | had anice, but
dlow, lunch in the hotel restaurant. |
walked around the hotel to get oriented
and found it laid out very nicely. It wasan
open square with attached function space
and kitchen to the north of the square. The
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attachment was higher (more stories) than
the square with rooms on the inside and
outside of the square. Inside rooms faced
the atrium with pool, spa, etc. Lots of folks
never noticed that it wasn’t open air in the
atrium asit was quite large, light and
comfortable. Hospitality was on thefirst
floor on the west side and the Horror
Writers Association (HWA) Suite was the
same on the east side. The lobby was on
the second floor along with the lounge
and restaurant. North of those was the
function space used by the convention.
Down the main hallway they had
Registration to the left and Art Show in
theroom directly acrossfromit. Go to the
end of that hall and turn right you'll find
roomsto the right where programs,
Opening/Closing Ceremoniesand HWA
Bram Stoker Awardswereheld. Therooms
totheleft held the Dealers Room. The
rooms at the far end were for readings and
Convention Operations. | found some of
the staff and lent a hand here and there
before the offsite ghost tour of Seattle and
university bookstore signing downtown.
The tour was ok, but lots of places to stop
and wander were busy during rush hour
so we just kept driving. We did stop at a
cemetery that had almost been abandoned,
but kept going by locals who wanted to
make it nice. The bookstore signing was
well attended and | spent lots of time
perusing books, chatting with other
convention folks, etc. Hospitality was
setting up when | returned, so | helped out
there before calling it anight.

Friday started out with more helping out.
Thefirst events started at 12:30pm with a
scary mask demo in the Art Show, How
Far IsToo Far, TheVoicesIn My Head
Told Me To and Twilight Tales Presents
by Tina Jens. From there they had
electronic publishing roundtabl e, readings
and The Fortean Panel. Opening
Ceremonieswasin the early afternoon
where Ray Bradbury wasannounced as
the Grand Master Award winner. He
wasn't able to attend, so the award was
put on display throughout the con until
someone designated to accept it did so at
Closing Ceremonies. Theaward was
designed by Alan Clark and shows a
skull poking up into amembrane. That's
placed on a plague with anameplate. After
OC | met afriend from Seattlein thelobby
who drove meto his house for dinner and
some computer technical support. Upon
returning | hit Hospitality and wandered
around to look for any parties. Some of the
items| missed seeing were Lone Wolf
Publications, Poetry Slam, Murder and
Maggots: Forensic Entomology, Vital
Signs: Current State Of Horror Field &
Small Press, Overlooked Classics, How To
Write A Horror Bestseller, the Art
Reception, My Favorite Horror Movie,
TalebonesLive!, HWA Dark Dreamers
Presents with Stanley Wiater showing a
video of interviews with famous authors,
Demo: Dark ImagesUnmasked, Eros&
Thanatos: The Erotic Horror Panel, Leisure
Books party and Dracula: The Musicals.

Saturday brought afull slate of events.

(cont’d on page8)
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From Termen to Theremin
and Back: The Lifeand
Times of the Father of
Electronic Music

By Shane Shellenbar ger

Do you know what a space-control
instrument, a Rhythmicon, or a Terpsitone
are?How familiar areyouwith the
contributionsto music made by Clara
Rockmore, LucieBigelow Rosen, or Dr.
Samuel J. Hoffman? Do you haveaclue as
to what The Green Hornet, The Day the
Earth Sood Siill, and “ Good Vibrations’
have in common? Each of these people
and things areinexorably linked to Lev
Sergeyevich Termen, the Russian inventor
who became known outside his native
country as Leon Theremin. If that name
sounds familiar (besides a song by the
Swedishmusical group, Covenant)it’s
because his space-control device became
known asthe ThereminV ox and then just
the Theremin.

Unless you' ve seen the documentary
Theremin: An Electronic Odyssey or the
video Clara Rockmore, the World's
Greatest Theremin Virtuosa, you may not
know what a Theremin lookslike. I’ ve seen
two of theinstruments, one at amuseum in
Denver, Colorado and the other as part of
the now defunct Disney/MGM Monster
Sound Show attraction. The units were
wooden cabinets resembling lecterns with
ametal hoop projecting horizontally from
the left as you looked at the front and a
metal rod rising vertically ontheright. The
hoop controlled the volume and the rod
controlled the pitch. The player would
approach the machine until it produced a
sound and then back away dlightly. With
the right hand close to the shoulder the
device would produce the lowest tones,
rising in pitch as the hand reached for the
antennarod. You'velikely heard the eerie,
ethereal sound of the instrument since it
was used in the Beach Boys “ Good
Vibrations’, Led Zeppelin's“Whole L otta
Love’, thethememusic for thetelevision
series Dark Shadows, and the movies The
Day the Earth Stood Still, Ed Wood, and
Mars Attacks. Once you' ve heard it you
can't forget the Theremin.

Bornin St. Petersburg on August 15,
1896, by the Old Styl e, Julian Calendar,
Theremin grew up in the waning years of
the tsarist empire. Fascinated by physics
and electricity, Theremin spent hisyouth
immersed in experimentation and
observation of astronomy, magnetic fields,
and high-frequency currents.

Theremin was pulled into Russia’ sfight
against Germany early in 1916. During
World War |, Theremin becamean
electrical instructor, repairing military
transmitters, and erecting radio towers. In
1917, amidst the upheaval of WW!I and the
abdication of the Imperia throne by Tsar
Nicholasll, Theremincompleted his
degree from the Petrograd University’s
School of Physics and Mathematics and
received a“freelanceartist” diplomafrom
the St. Petersburg (Petrograd)
Conservatory. October 25, 1917 saw the
revolutionary forces arresting the
Provisional Government and in March
1918Vladimir Ilyvich Lenin, leader of the
Bolshevik Party, signed the Brest-Litovsk
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peace treaty which ended Russia’s part in
theFirst World War. Theremin's
connection with military didn’t end there,
but he was free to expand horizonsin his
work. In 1920, building onthework of Lee
De Forest who had created the Audion
tube and Edwin Howard Armstrong who
used the Audion to develop an amplifier,
Theremin investigated the properties of
the human body and its ability to act asa
condenser or capacitor and store an
electric charge. He reasoned that a
person’s natural body capacitance could
interfere with the capacity of an electric
circuit and set off asignaling device.
Theremin devel oped his* radio watchman’
and soon refined and adapted the system
to produce a single frequency. He
discovered that hand movements near the
circuit produced changesin pitch. With
further refinement, Theremin dubbed the
device the “etherphone” due to what was
then believed to be the transporting
medium of electromagnetic waves: the
ether.

In1921, Thereminfiledfor aRussian
patent on the etherphone and in the fall of
that year he made his public debut with
theinstrument at the Eighth All-Union
Electro-Technical Congressin Moscow. A
few dayslater, Theremin gave apublic
performancein the sasme auditorium. This
led to ameeting with Lenin, father of the
Revolution. Demonstrating the etherphone
for Lenin, Theremin found theleader
charming, charismatic, and soon hewas a
willing tool of Lenin’scampaign to flaunt
the achievements of “ Soviet Power.”

Soon, Thereminwas performing in concert
and demonstrating the instrument
throughout Europe and on January 24,
1928 Theremin made his private debut in
theGrand Ballroom of New Y ork’ sHotel
Plaza. Audience membersincluded the
Astor’s, the Ford’s, the Guggenheimer’s,
Arturo Toscanini, and Sergel
Rachmaninoff.

Theremin’s playing and the sound of his
instrument met with mixed reviewsthat
ranged from “bravo” to half the audience
leaving before the conclusion of the
performance. Theremin’ sintroduction to
Americawas also marred by accusations
of patent infringement by Dr. Frank E.
Miller, an ear, nose, and throat specialist,
and Dr. LeeDeForest who, in 1915, filed
for apatent and built arudimentary device
which used audio frequency oscillators to
produce eight separate pitches from each
vacuum tube. De Forest had the better
claim, but he had no interest in
suppressing Theremin’smusical
application. De Forest said, “ The artistic
possibilitiesof the ThereminVox are
tremendous, once its use is taken up by
musicians.” Miller’sdevicewasonly a
simple generator of tones utilizing an
Audion bulb and when Theremin applied
to the U.S. patent office for a“method of
and apparatus for the generation of
sounds” it was approved on February 28,
1928. It seemsthat the patent examiners
found no conflict with Dr. Miller’s
creation.

ConcertsinNew Y ork, Philadel phia,
Akron, Chicago, Detroit, and Brooklyn
spread Theremin’sfame and interest
began to grow in the American public. His
first pupil on U.S. soil was Alexandra
Stepanoff, a young Russian concert singer

who had recently immigrated to America
and would eventually become amember of
a Theremin quartet. The three most
accomplished Theremin playerswereClara
Rockmore, whose album, “The Art of the
Theremin” wasre-released on CD in 1998,
followed by Lucie Bigelow Rosenwho
played the Thereminin concert al over the
globe, and Dr. Samuel Hoffman whose
work can be heard on the soundtracks of
Soellbound, The Spiral Staircase, and he
performed Bernard Herrmann’ sclassic
scorefor the 1951 film, The Day the Earth
Sood Sill.

Soon major companies took an interest
in Theremin’sinventions. The Radio
Corporation of America contacted the
Patent and Process Corporation who had
paid Theremin representatives $5,000 for
an exclusive option to negotiate licensing
and manufacture of Theremin’sU.S.
patents. RCA agreed to pay $100,000for a
two-year option for the exclusive rightsto
the Thereminvox, the radio watchman, and
an altimeter Theremin had developed. The
first production run totaling 500 of the
RCA Theremin hit storesin New Y ork on
September 23, 1929, priced at $175.00.
Initial buyers soon discovered problems.
Some units displayed areversal of
frequency characteristics, others had
loose parts and misadjusted condensers.
An internal RCA report concluded that a
50/50 chance of purchasing aproperly
operating instrument. Thiswasn’t the only
bad newsfor RCA. General Electricand
Westinghouse were manufacturing the
RCA Theremin and the stock market
wasn't treating either company very well.
On October 23, themarket fell, asdid G.E.
and Westinghouse stock. The next day a
panic of selling occurred, but by Friday
prices had risen slightly. On October 28,
G.E stock lost forty-eight points and on
October 29, 1929 stocks listed on the
exchange dropped $14 billionin one day.
OnJuly 15, 1931, following apatent battle
with De Forest Radio Company, RCA
stated that 178 unitswere sold in 1929, 306
in 1930, and asingle RCA Thereminsoldin
1931. Salesreceiptstotaled $43,332.26 with
the manufacturing cost at $43,650, not
including advertising. After RCA offered
$6,000 in damagesto De Forest, no more
thantheinitial samplesrun of 500 RCA
Theremin’ swere ordered or produced.

TheU.S. Government was also intrigued
by the Russian inventors work. On July 26,
1934, Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary opened
and on October 11 the Teletouch
Corporation (of which Thereminwasvice
president) installed gun detectors. One
week |ater Teletouch was summoned back
torectify acoil-overheating problem.
Further trouble occurred and on May 19
1937 the Teletouch contract with Alcatraz
was canceled and the government
informed Teletouch that they would have
to return the original amount of the
contract and make up the difference of the
cost to install new detectors from Federa
Laboratories. Debts were beginning to
mount.

Theremin often failed to make good on
hispersonal loans, aswell. In 1931, he
signed a promissory note to RCA for
$3,000, but he defaulted on the monthly
installments. RCA sued and won a
judgment against the inventor. In 1932,
Thereminwas sued for $10,000 and when
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he failed to respond a default judgment for
$4,000 wasentered against himin New
Y ork State Supreme Court. It seems
amazing that aSoviet alienwith asix-
month visathat had been extended for
over four years could rack up so many
transgressions. In addition, Theremin was
spying on Americathrough her people. He
forged relationships with captains of
industry, leading scientists, and used the
United States technology to forge his
work and knowledge for the betterment of
Mother Russia. “1 did alot of spying for
the military department in connection with
secret information on airplanes, “
Theremin said. “1 had my tacticsfor these
things. To find out something new, and
foreign, | wouldn’t ask about it. | would
suggest something new of my own. When
you show something of your ownit’s
easier to find out what the other people are
working at. So | had someairplanework
which the American’ sdidn’t know
about—auto-pilot and remote control
devices.” Even after he returned to Russia
his talents would be pressed into service
and he would spy on Americans again.
Theremin’ s romances seemed as casual
and above law as did hisfinancial
dealings. Hemarried hisfirst wife,
Ekaternia Pavlovna Constantinova, on
May 24, 1924. She wastwenty, he twenty-
seven. “...at the door there was a beautiful
girl holding al those tools in her hands,
whom | liked very much, and | decided |
would bewith her forever”, Theremin said.
OnJuly 20,1927, Thereminleft for
Germany. Katiawas persuaded to remain
in Leningrad asinsurance for the
government. In December, Katiawas
allowedtojoin Thereminin Paris, just as
he was completing histour of Europe prior
to hisjourney, sans Katia, to the United
States. OnJuly 27,1928, Katiaarrivedin
New Y ork. The months she had sat out in
Paris had prevented her from completing
the remaining semesters of her five-year
college program at the Medical Institute.
Without adiploma, holding only a
temporary visitor’s visa, she scrounged
for menial jobs open to her in the medical
field. With cooled feeling between her and
Theremin, Katialivedin New Jersey while
heremainedin New Y ork, seeing each
other every few weeks. By 1932, Theremin
seemingly forgot his marriage and turned
his attentions to Clara Reisenberg, an
eighteen-year-old immigrant who had been
amusical wunderkind at the age of three,
demonstrating perfect pitch. A concert
violinist by training and temperament,
Claratransferred her musical sensibilities
to the Theremin when it was discovered
that a childhood illness prevented her from
continuing her violin. Theremin also
persuaded Clarato try out hislatest
invention, the ether wave dance stage he
called the Terpsitone. Using the same
principles as the space-control device, a
dancer could control the pitch of the
terpsitone by movement of the entire
body. Theremin’sardor towards Clara
reached itsculmination withamarriage
proposal. However, Clarahad many
suitorsand in 1933 shemarried a
distinguished entertainment lawyer,
Robert Rockmore, whom she had known
since the age of fourteen. Theremin was
crushed and promptly cut all tieswith
(Cont’d on page 15)
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Shane and Lauri€'s
Excellent Adventure: Six
Amusement Parks East of
the Mississippi River and
West of the Atlantic Ocean
By ShaneShellenbar ger

My wife, Laurie, and | had discussed it
for years and now it was about to happen:
we were going on avacation specifically
torideroller coasters. A few years back we
had executed asimilar tripintheLos
Angelesarea: Six FlagsMagic Mountain,
Knotts Berry Farm, and Disneyland. We
went, werode, we enjoyed. Now wewere
going to sample the coasters closer to the
East Coast.

Our first stop was Busch Gardensin
Williamsburg, Virginia. Located near where
our nation’sfounders, like Thomas
Jefferson and Patrick Henry strodein
Colonial Williamsburg, Busch Gardensisa
beautiful park filled with lush plant life. We
made the mistake of arriving during the
10am. opening rush, so it took us nearly an
hour to park the car. The park is broken
down into nine countries. Banbury Cross
depicting London, Heatherdowns
resembles Scotland with the newest area,
Killarney Ireland, next door, Aquitaine has
ataste of old France, with New France
showing the Canadian style further along,
followed by the German areas of Rhinefeld
and Oktoberfest, and lastly San Marco and
Festaltaliawith thefeeling of Italy. Each
of the areas contains rides, shows, shops
and food that reflect the countries that
they represent.

Thefirst coaster we headed for was
Apollo’s Chariot in Festa Italia, possibly
best known as the site of supermodel,
Fabio’' sfatal encounter with abird. (It was
fatal for the bird, not for Fabio.) Apollo’'s
Chariot has nine cars which seats four
acrosswith alap restraint. It dropsfrom a
210-foot lift hill, hasatop speed of 73
miles per hour, and covers 4,882 feet of
track. Thiswasour favoriteridein the
park. The ride was smooth and
exhilarating, with abreath-taking view of
the park. Werodeit twiceinarow. Thisis
amust-rideif only for the zero G’ sof
artime.

The next coaster we rode was the
Heatherdowns Loch Ness Monster, a
double-looping, 130-foot dropping, 60-
mph speeding coaster with a horse collar
restraint. Nice enough, but this was our
least favorite coaster in the park.

Our third coaster ride and third favorite
coaster in the park was Alpengeist, an
inverted (hanging below the track) coaster
in New France that uses alauncher. Top
track height is 197 feet, witha170-foot
drop, six inversions and atop speed of 67
mph over 3,828 feet of track. Thetrain
comes close to the audience waiting inline
and helps to generate afeeling of
anticipation. Well worth asecond ride.

Looking for a change of pace, we headed
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to Rhinefeld, home of the Wilde Maus
(often seen at state fairs as the Mad
Mouse and introduced at Disney’s
Cdlifornia Adventure as the Mulholland
Madness), whilethisrideis often looked
upon as akiddie ride, we enjoyed our
shareof thrillsat 22 mph onthel,217 feet
of track sporting hairpin turns and dips
fromaheight of 46 feet. Peoplewith
children should believe the kids when they
scream, “1 DON'T WANNA RIDE!” We
saw more than one child come off thisride
sobbing.

The last coaster and our second favorite
was The Big Bad Wolf, in Oktoberfest.
This suspended coaster with a horse collar
harness has 2,800 feet of track, travelsat
about 50 mph through a recreated
Bavarian village, and drops about 100 feet
to skim abovethe Rhine River. A great
ride, but watch out if it even threatens to
rain because the ride operators will
suspend travel faster then you can huff,
and puff, and blow a straw house down.

Busch Gardens Williamsburg is one of
the prettiest amusement parksin the
United States, and with its rides, shows,
and other attractionsit can easily take a
family two daysto cover completely.

Busch GardensWilliamsburg:

http://www.al exsplace.com/Videos/
Busch-Gardens-Williamsburg/Busch-

Gardens-Williamsburg-Videos-Main.htm
Fabio runs afoul of afowl at Busch

GardensWilliamsburg:

http://www.al exsplace.com/Videos/
Busch-Gardens-Williamsburg/Busch-
Gardens-Williamsburg-Videos-03.htm

http://www.kentuckyconnect.com/
heral dleader/news/033199/national/docs/

3ifabio.htm

http://www.ultimateroll ercoaster.com/

news/archives/april99/stories/
040199 01.html

The next park we visited was
Paramount’ sKings Dominion, twenty
milesnorth of Richmond and 75 miles
south of Washington, D.C. Kings
Dominionwasn’t originally among our
chosen stops, but it was on the way and
we had the time so our flexible schedule
allowed usto add this park to our
adventure. At the entrance, all park goers
are required to pass through a metal
detector and submit to a bag search. I've
never been to apark where thiswas
necessary and I’ m not quite sure how |
feel about what this means.

Theparkisdividedinto Old Virginia,
TheGrove, Waterworks (awater park),
Congo, Kidzville, and Nickelodeon. The
first coaster werodewas The Grizzy in
Old Virginia, awooden coaster with alift
hill 87 feet high, a50-mph maximum speed
and 3,150 feet of track. The Grizzly has
some great out-of -your-seat-air-time and
you don't get beaten black and blue by
the jostle. Although Laurie and | don’t
care for wooden coasters as much as steel
coasters, werode The Grizzly twiceina
row.

In The Grove was the next coaster we
attempted to ride: Hyper Sonic XLC
(eXtreme Launch Coaster). This coaster
employs acompressed-air launching
system to drive the 8-passenger train from
0to 80 mphin 1.8 secondstoward a90
degreeriseto aheight of 165 feet, over a
crest and down a 90-degree angl e of
descent along 1,560 feet of track. Boy, do|
wish | had been able to ride this baby!
Unfortunately, the wait was over two
hours when we first approached the lineg;
later the ride was closed, and till later the
wait was again over two hours. We were
privileged to see what happens to a hat
and apair of sunglasses when they aren’t
secured and arider pops over the crest of
the hill at 80 mph. The hat floats and the
glasses drop, the hat lands and the
glasses shatter. Boy, do | wish | had been
ableto ride this baby!

Our next stop was the Hurler, awooden
coaster that travels 50 mph after dropping
83feet, traveling on 3,157 feet of track.
During our two minutes of travel | did not
note one incident of anyone or anything
being hurled from the coaster. This coaster
wasgenerally unremarkable.

The Rebel Yell wasremarkablefor its
twin tracks, with both coaster trains
heading in the same direction, but with
onetrain traveling backward. Wetook the
forward train first and then we rode
backward. | much preferred the backward
train and | recommend that mode of travel,
especidly if you only havetimeto ridethis
coaster once. Thetrainstravel along 3,369

feet of track at amaximum speed of 56 mph
after dropping 85 feet over thelift hill. This
wasworth thewait.

Shockwave, was our first steel coaster
ridein Kings Dominion and a Stand Up
(riders stand as opposed to sit), to boot.
I’veriddenthe Riddler’ sRevengein Six
Flags Magic Mountain, so | was anxious
to compare the two. Shockwave doesn’t
compare favorably to Riddler’ s Revenge.
Shockwave' strack isonly 2,231 feet long,
rises to 95 feet, contains one inversion and
travelsfor two minutesat amaximum
speed of 50 mph. Riddler’ s Revenge has
4,370 feet of track, getsup to aheight of
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156 feet, hassix inversions and travelsfor
three minutes at amaximum speed of 65
mph. Shockwave' sridewas also abit
rougher than Riddler’ s Revenge, which
remains my favorite Stand Up coaster.

We entered Congo, which contained
both the best of coasters and the worst of
coastersin this park: Volcano, The Blast
Coaster and Outer Limits: Flight of
Fear. Volcano is an inverted coaster
utilizingalLIM (Linear Induction Motor)
creating el ectro-magnetic propulsion to
replacethetraditional lift hill, therideris
launched from the loading station at 70
mphalong 2,757 feet of track containing
four inversionsto aheight of 155 feet.
Immediately after thetrain clearsthe crater
mouth of thevolcano, aball of flame
shoots skyward. This coaster never lets
up and is almost as much fun to watch
fromthe ground asitistoride. Note, | said
amost as much fun!

Wefollowed thethrills of Volcano with
amore sedate ride on Avalanche, a
bobsled-style coaster that gives a smooth,
yet exhilarating rideasyou travel freely
without afixed track through atrough and
descend into a 360-degree spiral.

Laurie and | found the Anaconda a bit
rough on the head with some ear-boxing
thrown in for good measure. The
interesting features of this coaster are the
125-foot-long underwater tunnel, the 156-
foot-long corkscrew, and avertical loop
aboveaman-madelake.

Our next coaster ride was mostly flash
with little substance. If I'd have known
what lay in storefor mein Quter Limits:
Flight of Fear, I'd have passed it by in
order to spend the time trying to ride
HyperSonic XLC. Flight of Fear isan
enclosed, themed coaster. The basic plot
line revolves around a captured alien
saucer inacivilian-run Area51 base.
Flight of Fear usesaLIM launch system
that gets you up to 54 mph, drops you 74
feet, and inverts you four times, along
2,705 feet of track that ismostly inthe
dark. Disney’s Space Mountain is better
themed (withaGREAT rock sound track at
Disneyland), feelsmorethrillingtoride,
and does more with the dark to appeal to
the rider’ s anticipation. Ride this one only
if you have nothing better to do.

L eaving behind the Congo, we headed
for Kidzvilleand Scooby-Doo Ghoster
Coaster, afamily coaster that we found
surprisingly fun! This wooden coaster
risesto 35feet, travel s35 mph over 1,385
feet of track, but has some respectable air-
timeand unexpected movement. Laurie
and | were both smiling and wanting to
ride thisone again!

http://www.kingsdominion.com/

http://www.paramountparks.com/

TOBECONTINUED
In the next issue of ConNotations Shane and
Lauriego to Six Flags Great Adventure and
Wild Safari in Jackson NJ and Kennywood in
West Mifflin PA

Page7



ConCI US| on (Cont’d from page 5)

Cereal and Cartoonswasahitin
Hospitality, HWA Pitch Meetings
(invitationonly), Gothic Literature Past
and Present, Tips For Unpublished
Writers, Homemade Books For A Mass-
Produced Century: Introducing Wormhole
Books, The Myth Of Satanic Cults &
Ritual Abuse, Evil Northwest, more
readings, A Sense Of History, The
Haunted Wood, War and Pieces:
Accurately Portraying The Military In
Horror Fiction, Demo: Creating A Rogue’ s
Gallery, How 100 Murder TrialsInspired
Slade’ sSpecia X Psycho-Thrillers, Moral
Responsibility of Artists/Writers/
Filmmakers, Horror & ScienceFiction,
Dracula sShadow, Horror & Comics,
Mass Autograph Session, The Atrocity
Exhibition, Deconstructing The Alien
Autopsy. HWA Cocktail Reception and
Bram Stoker Awards Banquet, Morbid
Curiosity OpenMic, Dark Dreamers
Presents (2) and Exquisite Corpse. | had
lunch with somefriendsfrom Olympiaand
went out to dinner with one new friend
and oneold one. | met agal last year from
Atlantawho came out with afriend this
year, but her friend was doing the Stokers.
| had & so chatted with afellow from the
Bay areawho wasn't doing anything, so
the three of us went offsiteto 13 Coins
restaurant nearby. The hotel shuttle
dropped us off there on their airport run
and picked us up when we called after
dinner. The place was amazing. We had
heard it was a good restaurant, but it was
better than | imagined. We had to wait

about 30 minutesto be seated. It isbuilt
into the ground floor of ahighrise
building just outside the airport. The
lounge had live jazz and the dining area
had the tallest chairs and booths I’ ve ever
seen. The seat backs at the counter must
have been 6 feet high with the booth walls
even higher. It waslike having aprivate
shaft for your dining pleasure. Our waiter
was pleasant and accommodating, our
food excellent and good conversation.
Upon returning | stuck my head into the
Stokers to see how it was set up, then sat
inonthe Dark Dreamersvideo
presentation with Wiater. | got to see
interviewsof Harlan Ellison (definitely not
rated PG), Richard M atheson (GMA
winner 1992) and Forrest J. Ackerman. |
then hit the partiesin the HWA Suite and
onthe 3rd floor where WHC2002 was
throwing aparty. | chatted with Rich from
WHC2002 and Paul from WHC2001 about
their cons, behind the scenes problems,
etc. | noticed agal with purple hair and a
leather outfit that was more revealing than
not wearing high heels and stalking some
of the authors. It was an interesting
experienceand | had fun.

Sunday offered The Artist’s Hand vs
The Computer, The Classic Ghost Story,
World Horror Society Meeting, more
readings, Horror & Fantasy, Richard
LaymonMemoria, TheFineArt Of Self-
Promotion, MicroHorror: Fear Under 1000
Words, Help! My Subdivision IsBuilt On
Top Of AnIndian Burial Ground!, How To
Write Fight Scenes, Hidden Horror,
Summer Vacation InHell: Kosovo War

Crimes & Forensic Investigation, Writing
Poetry In A Prosaic Age, Horror
[llustration, Ghostbusting Northwest, How
ToEdit Y our OwnWriting, Embalming
Video, Anatomy Of Monsters, Writing A
Screenplay, Lovecraft Movie, Ed-Libs,
Buffyfest, Circus Contraption, Payne's
Geek Show, Gross-Out Contest. | met a
Philadelphiafan for breakfast that | knew
from past WHCs. Next | wasinvolved with
the WHS meeting, since I’m on the board
alongwith another local Dor een Webbert,
and we got to hear from WHC2002 and
accept bids for 2003. Kansas City won the
2003 bid! Afterwardswemetintheatrium
to discuss business related to WHCs in
general and then | took off with afriend
fromY elm. Hetook meto atheatrewhere
the last play of the season was going on
that hewasin. | found it quite humorous. |
got the behind the play tour and joined the
cast for the post season potluck. He came
back with meto party wherewe
discovered the Scorpius Publishing party
upstairs. They were doing what we had
intended, namely, online publishing. Our
venture ran out of money and we were
dightly ahead of the curve. They appear
to be doing just fine, so we compared
notes and talked about details. Brigit
McKenna runs the thing and is quite nice.
We hung out there until he felt tired
enough to head home. | heard later that
the Circus was quite excellent and the
Gross-Out Contest was, well, received.
Monday was the final day of the con. It
started with Facing The Blank Page (Or
Screen), Demo: Historic Weaponry,

Things That go Thumpa-Thumpa-Thumpa
In TheNight, Horror & The Real World,
Using The Northwest AsY our Setting, Art
Auction, Starting A Critiquing Group and
Closing Ceremonies. After breakfast |
helped folks run things until Closing
Ceremonies. Paul passed the baton to Rich
for Chicago’ sSWHC next April. The
remaining GoHs were thanked and gave
little speeches. Then the breakdown began
of Art Show, Con Ops, Hospitality, etc.
Actually, Hospitality ran quite late before
moving remaining supplies next door to
save money. The lounge was also busy
and somefolksthrew an impromptu party.

| flew homethe next day.

Thisyear’s World Horror was quite
successful and appears to have made
money. Everyone | spokewith had agreat
time. The miniscule staff did agreat job
running the thing and | have never seen a
smaller staff do a better job. They busted
their rears to make the con a success and |
hope they can do another one in the near
future. Next year’ swill bein Chicago
(Www.whc2002.0rg) and 2003 will bein
KansasCity (www.whc2003.org). If you
want more details about this year’s con,
please visit their website
(www.whc2001.org) or send meemail. Y ou
missed a great convention, so please keep
next year in mind. And if anyoneis
interested in bidding for 2004 or |ater
years, pleaselet meknow. I’ll help bring
you up to speed to get things off the
ground! - MikeWillmoth
<Mwillmoth@compuser ve.com>

What's different about a furry convention in Arizona?
Model Rockets, Pima Air Museum, and of course,

the 4™ annual furry machine-gun shoot!
(for destroying those obnoxious marketing wonders like Barney, Smurfs, Pokemon, and the like)

ZonieCon 4

"The furry con that would not dre!/”

T uUucsonNn, AriZzona
October 19-21, 2001

Visit http://www.zoniecon.org for more details

Pre-registrations available online via http://ConFurence.Net
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SF Tube Talk (cont’d from page 1)

assigned to Captain the Liandra, a ship
with aless than stellar reputation and heis
joined by several friendsand allies. The
Alliance needs al the shipsit can get to
help rebuild things after the Shadow War,
and David must redeem himself with his
new ship. According to the official SciFi
website: “ Babylon 5: The Legend of the
Rangers picks up the story of the
legendary Ranger fleet as they attempt to
restore order to hundreds of civilizations
devastated by the Shadow War. Practicing
aunique alien philosophy, the Rangers are
an elite and mysterious fighting force
composed of female and male humans and
Minbari trained in space warfare and every
conceivableform of martial arts. Thisnew
chapter in creator Straczynski’'s
fascinating universe finds the Rangers
faced with deadly challengesin their
attempt to create peace out of thewar’s
destruction and the emergence of a new
enemy. “

Straczynski is keeping busy in
additiontotheB5TV movie. He's
currently writing 3 monthly comic books, a
movie script for MGM based on hisRising
Stars comic and is going into production
of Jeremiah, aseriesfor Showtime that
should debut in January. The seriesis
based on a European comic series and will
debut with atwo hour movie. Starring as
Jeremiah will be Luke Perry with Malcolm-
Jamal Warn er as Kurdy. Russell Mulcahey
will direct the two-hour opener. According
to Straczynski “Right around now in our
timeline, avirus wipes out everyone on the
planet over the age of puberty (figure
around 12-13). Itisnow about 15 years
later. Those who were once children have
now grown up and arein their late 20s on
down. For 15 years, they have been living
on the scraps of the old world; now they
must either continue the downward slide,
or begin to rebuild the world, taking
responsibility for themselves and the

Jeremiah

o= SPREADING SOON -

© Showtime

world and each other. It is, oddly enough,
a post-apocalyptic series about
*beginnings* rather than endings, about
hope rather then despair. It is about the
new world rising out of the ashes of the
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old world, what shape that world will take,
and who will get to decide that shape.
More than that would be to give too much
Buffy: Picking up Stakesto UPN plusFox
Kidsand theBBC

UPN will be pulling out al the stopsto
promote Buffy thisfall. The new season
will likely be starting in mid-September or
early October with atwo hour opening
episode, bringing Buffy back from the
dead (asif wedidn’t expect that!). Look for
Gilesto take on less of arole and even
leave the series as aregular, moving back
to England (where he may star in hisown
spinoff series). Anyawill take over the
Magic Shop and Willow will becomeeven
more powerful (possibly becoming abig
problem). Buffy also hasto deal with real
life, including broken water lines and other
domestic issues, inlcuding keeping Dawn
from getting too wild. There'sother, more
specific spoilers circulating, but after the
bogus ones that turned up for last
season’s finales (the two hour
“Centennial”, etc), I’'m not believing them
as of yet.

Buffy'screator JossWhedonisn't
resting on hislaurels, he's also working on
two more Buffy TV series, an animated
seriesfor FOX Kidsand aspinoff mini-
seriesfeaturing Rupert Gilesin England.
The animated serieswill be set back in
Buffy’s Sophmore year in High School and
will allow themtotell storiesthey didn’t
get a chanceto tell then and that won’t
work in the current timeframe. The stories
will bewritten by theregular TV series
staff, so it looks to be worth catching
when it debuts on Fox Kids sometimein
2002. Alsointheworksfor the BBC (with
UPN likely to carry it) isaspinoff seriesof
some unknown length featuring Anthony
Sewart Head asWatcher Rupert Giles
after he’smoved back to England. 1t will be
amore adult show with Gilesinvestigating
strange goings on in the UK.

Over on Angel, as reported last time,
Amy Acker’scharacter, “ Fred”, short for
Winefred, will becomearegular onthe
show. The season opener is supposed to
includeflashbackswith Darlain 1767
Marseilleswhere they are fleeing the
vampire hunter Holtz, who'sfamily Angel
had killed. Somehow Holtz showsupin
present day Los Angeles and wants to
continue his quest for vengeance on
Angel. The amount of time dedicated to
Darlamay belimited since Julie Benz has
signed on for amagjor rolein the SciFi
Channel 20 hour miniseries* Taken”,
whichwill begin production thisfall.

X-FilesSeason Nine- Mulder-L ess
(or not?)

Frank Spotnitziscurrently incharge
of plotting out Season Nine of The X-
Files, whichwill not have David Duchovny
appearing as Fox Mulder, althoughin
interviews after the less than stellar box-
officefor hismovie Evolution, Duchovny
appears to have not ruled out making an
occasional appearance. According to
Spotnitz, ChrisCarter isstill in
negotiations with FOX and is not currently

involved with the series. As reported
previously, Annabeth Gish’sAgent Reyes
will bearegular in the new season, with
Robert Patrick (Doggett) and Mitch
Pelligi (Skinner) also continuing. Gillian
Anderson issigned to appear inall
episodes aswell, although itisunlikely
she would continue with the seriesif it
goes into a tenth season.

Spotnitz indicated that some stories
will explorehow Scully regained her
fertitilty and that things arein place to
explain Mulder’s absence. Spotnitz also
offered to make more clear the truth behind
Scully’s baby: “Thefinal scene[of the
season finale, Existence] was meant to
say that Mulder and Scully had
consummated their relationship and this
child was aresult of that.”

In spite of the cliffhanger ending for
TheLoneGunmen, FOX did not pick up
the series. There have been rumors that it
could beresolved in an X-Files episode,
however.

The other Angel, FOX’s Dark Angel,
will bemoving to Friday nightsthisfall
and there's some new characters coming
on board and a couple departing. Herbal
Thought (Alimi Ballard) and Kendra
(Jennifer Blanc) will not be back as
regulars, although they could make guest
appearances. New to the serieswill be
Natalie Copeland, afiery young womanin
her late 20'swho is part of agroup of
radicalsformed to expose government
corruption in San Francisco. After
authoritiestrack down the group and kill
several of itsmembers, Nataliefleesto
Seattle to ask sanctuary from one of her
oldest and most trusted friends, Logan
Cale. Look for some conflicts between her
and Max. We'll dlso get anew villainin
Wye, who is described as “ sexy,
handsome, vain and ruthless, with a cold
steely stare.” Heis a cutthroat government
agent assigned to clean up the mess Dr.
Renfro (Nana Visitor) made of Manticore.
Heisaself confident, self-described
‘perfectionist’ that is dangerous and he
won't rest until he has destroyed any and
all proof that Manticore ever existed. More
of thelegacy of Manticorewill belearned
when Max discovers a being that is one of
the first attempts to merge human and
animal DNA. Tentatively called Joshua, he
escaped from Manticore when hewas a
child and has been hiding in the tunnels
and beneath Manticore. When Max helps
him escape, he must now adapt to lifein
the outside world. Actors have yet to be
announced for the new characters. In the
season opener, it lookslikewe'll find out
that Manticore did an extensive amount of
cloning of their X-5 subjects, creating
armies of them that can communicate
telepathically.

Charmed has signed on Rose
M cGowan asthenew Halliwell sister,
Paige, replacing Shannon Doherty’ sPrue
character that will not survive the season-
ending cliffhanger. Paigewill reportedly be
along-lost Halliwell sister who they
discover exists, thus giving them the
“Power of Threg” once again.

Elsewhere on The WB, therole of Ma
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Kent in Smallville has been recast.
Annette O’ Toolewill now play Martha
Kent, replacing Cynthia Ettinger, who
played her inthe pilot. It isnot yet know if
they will reshoot her scenesin the pilot
episode or not. O’ Tooleis no stranger to
Superman, having played LanaLang inthe
Superman |11 moviewith Christopher
Reeve. O’ Toolewill join John Schneider,
who plays Jonathon Kent. Tom Welling
starsas 15 year old Clark Kent, who isjust
coming into hispowers. Hisarrival on
earth during a kryptonite meteor shower
has led to lots of strange things having
developed over the years in and around
Smallville. LanaLangisplayed by Kristin

© The WB

Kreuk, and Clark goes weak-kneed
whenever he's around her, mostly dueto
the Kryptonite amulet sheiswearing.
Micheal Rosenbaum playsLex Luthor,
who has moved to Smallville to watch over
hisfather’s(Lionel Luthor, played by John
Glover) fertilizer plant. Smdlvillewill air on
Tuesday nights after the Gilmore Girls on
The WB (and opposite Roswell on UPN).
Roswell will see along-dormant
relationship reignited (likely Max and Liz)
and Isabel will haveanew guy in her life
that she has been seeing over the summer,
athough they will have broken up by the
time the new season starts. The guy is
named Jesse, and he's ayoung lawyer at
| sabel’ sfather’slaw firm but heis not what
he seems. According to producer Ron
M oor e, they’ ve got their initial ideas set
for the start of season three. “ The template
for what we want to do is where we ended
up in the last six episodes of season two.
That's the groove where we want to be.
The character relationships were up front.
The mystery was there, but it wasn't too
complicated.” Accordingto M oore, UPN's
decision to pick up Roswell came the
night before they announced their fall
schedule. This also happened with
“Special Unit 2”, which was another last
minute decision by UPN to pick up to run
after Enterprise on Wednesday nights.
According to Danny Woodburn, the
gnome Carl on Special Unit 2, they found
out the day before they had been picked
up. Asfor the new season, Woodburn
would liketo see Carl “interact morewith

(Cont’d on page 10)
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the other ‘links.” 1t’II be cool to seewho
Carl’scontactsreally are. It' [ be cool to
see him conduct another armed robbery.
I’veheard that [ seriescreator] Evan Katz
wants to have Carl do more Mission:
Impossible-type of stuff. He loves those
little bits of me coming through air vents
and breaking into places. | think fanswill
dig seeing more of that stuff.” Look for
UPN to repeat the six Special Unit 2
episodes on Wednesdays starting in early
August after Voyager. If you didn’t catch
the show thefirst time through, make sure
you catch them now.

Running this summer Friday nightson
NBC and starting in August on PAX will
be the second season of Mysterious
Ways. Continuing the investigations into
miracleswith Adrian Pasdar and Rae
Dawn Chong. Also airing this summer on
The WB will be Dead Last. It's about the
members of a struggling rock band, who
come across a curse amulet that allows
them to communicate with the dead. They
find themselves having to help spirits deal
with their particular dilemmas so that they
can move on to the next world. They find
that they can’t get rid of the amulet and
the parade of spirits puts a big strain on
their relationships and their sanity. It stars
Tyler Labineas Scotty, Kett Turton as
Vaughn, Sara Downing as Jane, and
Wayne Pere as Dennis. The WB has
finally scheduled it to air in the second
hour of prime time starting August 14th.

Debuting thisfall on CBSon
Wednesday nightswill be Wolf Lake. CBS
has already requested some tweaking of
the show, leading to executive producer
and creator John L eekley leaving the
show before production on the series
started. Taking over for himwill beAlex
Gansa, Rick Kellard and Toni Graphia
(Roswell). Thecast will include L ou

(cont’d from page 9)

Diamond Phillips, Tim Matheson and
Graham Greenewith Stacy Edwards
having left the cast. CBS reportedly
reguested a tweaking of the show’s pilot to
ensure the “sustainability of the series plot
line” and that the new producers are
“eyeing anew direction for the show.” It
will still deal with “strange eventsina
small Northwest town that coincides with
aninflux of bizarrely behaving wolvesin
the area.” One known change made is that
Phillipscharacter will nolonger beaU.S.
Bureau of Land Management agent
assigned to investigate the wolf activity,
but he will cometo the area searching for a
lost love.

And, of course, FOX will finally be
airing The Tick on Thursdays at 8:30 pm
ET/PT, 7:30 pm C/M. Aspreviously
reported, they have produced eight
episodes, and unless the show does really
well, I would not expect FOX to make any
more. The seriesstarsPatrick War burton
asTheTick, David BurkeasArthur,
Nestor Carbonell asBatmanuel, and Liz
Vassey asCaptain Liberty. Armin
Shimmer man will guest starinone
episode as a washed-up supervillain. Look
for the show to finally debut in November
after the baseball playoffs & world series
on FOX.

The second season of Andromeda will
feature many genre guest stars. The
season will open with a conclusion to the
first season’s cliffhanger. Thiswas
originally going to be a single episode but
once hegot intowritingit, Robert H.
Wolfejust kept coming up with more ways
to makethe situation more and moredire
for the crew. On hiswebsite, Keith
Hamilton Cobb commented that it wasn't
much fun to go back to the blood and guts
(and colored corn syrup) for the first
episode and he was glad when they had
finished it. Upcoming guest starsinclude
BruceHarwood (L one Gunmen’'sByers) as

anerdy defense contractor working with
Andromedaand Roger Cross (First
Wave) as a government agent tracking
them down. William B. Davis(X-Files
CSM) will be Professor Logitch, an
academian investigating Trance Gemini
and will be attempting to reveal the truth
about her. JamesM ar ster swill makean
appearance as the Nietzschean Archduke
Charlemagne Balivar, originally mentioned
in The Honey Offering.

New in the syndicated arena,
Tribune’'s Mutant X has announced their
full cast and will debut thefirst week in
October. The seriesis not related to
Marvel’s X-Men or asametitled comic
book, although it is being co-produced by
Marvel. In the series, scientists have been
meddling with genetics to produce
designer babies for concerned parents.
However, as these babies grow older,
some of them exhibit mutations. They’'re

B
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now being hunted by those who created
them and now want to control them and
their extraordinary powers. One of the
scientistsinvolved in the original
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experiments, Adam, puts together Mutant
X in order to help and save the mutants,
not control them. He'sabillionaire and the
smartest man alive and he's played by
John Shea, best knownfor playing Lex
Luthor onLois& Clark. Joining himwill
beVictoria Pratt (Cleopatra 2525) as
Shalimar Fox, whose animal DNA makes
her very strong, agile and feral; Victor
Webster (Daysof Our Lives, ThelLot) as
Brennan Mulwray, amaster of electricty,
ableto throw bolts of energy from his
fingertips, ForbesMar ch (All My
Children) as Jesse Kilmartin, who can alter
hisdensity at will; Lauren L ee Smith (Get
Carter, Christy) asEmmadelL auro, a
telempath who can communicate her own
feelings and sense the feelings of those
around her. Also starring is Tom
McCamus(lotsof Canadian TV credits) as
Mason Eckhart, the head of the Genetic
Security Agency, who is hunting down the
mutants. Eckhart also blames Adam for the
failed experiment that requireshimto be
forever insulated in an impermeable
artificia skin.

Also turning up in syndication this fall
will be The Secret Adventuresof Jules
Verne, which was banished to late night
arings for the last half of it'srun on the
SciFi Channel. If youdidn't catchit there,
giveatry ifitairsinyour areain
syndication. Also scheduled to show up
in syndication is Starhunter, starring
Michael Pare as Dante Montana, a
reluctant bounty hunter trying to find his
lost son and dealing with conspiracies
about human chromosones (i.e. The
Divinity Cluster) Alsowithhimon his
adventuresishisniece, Percy (Tanya
Allen), who's parentswerekilled at the
sametimethat Dante'swifewaskilled and
his son taken and L ucretia Scott
(Claudette Roche), who isthe ships
munitions expert and science officer as
well asan operative of the quasi-military
organization The Orchard. The seriesisa

wwat. MUTANTX. ner

© Tribune

low budget, Canadian production and will
probably get lost in the syndication
shuffle. It did well enough in Canadathat a
second series is already in production, so
you might want to check it out if you can
findit.

Over on cable, SciFi has debuted their
new series, Chronicle, the new season of

(cont’d on page 11)
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SF Tube Talk (cont’d from page 10)
Lexx, new episodes of Farscape, Outer
Limits, Invisible Man and First Wave
plus a Robocop mini-series. The new
episodes will continueinto early
September and then SciFi will put them all
on hiatus until January.

Farscape has taken a different
approach to one of the scifi cliches,
creating aduplicate of amain character, in
this case John Crichton. But Farscape
didn’t kill the duplicate off and has had
both Crichtons having their own separate
adventures, one on Moya with D’ Argo,
Chianna and Jool and the other on Talyn
with Criase, Aeryn Sun, Rigel and Stark. Of
course, the one on Talyn with Aerynis
having alot more fun than the one on
Moya and fans are anticipating what
happens when they are reunited and each
Crichton finds out what the other has been

starsCraig Charlesand HattieHayridge.
The Chronicle debuted to good
noticesin mid-July and will continueto
see Tucker Burns (Chad Willett), Grace
Hall (Rena Sofer), Wes Freewald (Reno
Wilson), Sal “Pig Boy” (Curtis
Armstrong) and Editor in Chief Daniel
Stern (Jon Polito) get the story on all sorts
of strange things. We've already seen
George Takei asaguest star and
upcoming episodeswill feature Casey
Bigs (DS9's Damar) as acable man hunted
by aheadless biker and Michael
M cCafferty (I nvisible Man’sEberts) asan
alien abducter when Tucker and Grace
cometo the aid of an aien-abduction
victim, and Graceisforced to confront the
repressed nightmares of her own
abductions, aswell as her alien abductor.
SciFi will aso continueto air new
Invisible Man and Outer Limits episodes

up to. The producers and actors have
given no indication on how thiswill be
resolved, although it’'smorethan likely
something big will happen in thelast four
episodes of the season airing in January.
The fourth series of Lexx has debuted
with anew setting of near future Earth
with Stan, Xev and Kai getting into
adventures on the “little blue planet”
that's at the darkest center of the Dark

© SciFi

and the final episodes of First Wave,
which has been canceled after the end of
thethird series. Look for Armin
Shimmerman to turn up again on
InvisibleMan following hisinitial
appearance in the episode “Insensate”
and for Arnau and Chrysalisto figureinto
future episodes as well.

Over on TNT, Witchblade debuted to

Zone, causing more and more chaos as
things develop. Kai ends up being a
spokesperson for the ATF, Xev get's
trapped in a Women's prison and also
becomes the star of a Survivor meets
Temptation Island show where nine studly
men compete for achance to bed Xev.
Along the way, we'll have guests such as
Nigel Bennet, head of the ATF, former
Bond girl Britt Ekland, and Red Dwarf
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decent ratings which have held up for the
most part. Thefinal episodeswill airin
August with Sara Pezzini coming to terms
with the Witchblade and completing the
story arc for theinitial order of 11
episodes. Indicationsarethat TNT islikely
to order another series, although with the
way TNT has been handling their dramas,
nothing is a sure thing with them. If you
missed an episode or two, TNT will be
airing amarathon of all 13 hours of the
serieson August 26", starting at 10 am ET.

This has been avery costly few years
for fans of speculative fiction. Many great
trees of our forest havefallen - Zelazny,
Bradley, van Vogt, de Camp, Adams,
Asimov . ..andhow...

Poul Anderson (1926 - 2001)
A Remembrance

“West of these, out to seas colder
than the Hebrides, | must go, Where the
fleet of starsis anchored and the young
Star-captainsglow.” (James Elroy Flecker,
the dying patriot, in Fleet of Stars by Poul
Anderson)

ItisJduly 31st, 2001, and, as| writethis,
Poul William Andersonisat home with his
family in hospice care. By thetimeyou
read this, hewill be gone. Hewaswith usa
glorious 75 years. Otherswill writeof his
incredible achievements, his momentous
contributions to the genre of speculative
fiction. | can only tell you about the effect
he had on my life. | grew up reading Poul’s
work. Like many baby boomerswho
discovered fandom, my youth was spent
having alove affair with sciencefiction
and Poul’s stories were always a part of
my world. All through the 50s, 60s, 70s
and 80s, | carried paperbacks by Poul
Anderson pretty much everywhere | went
- through most of the statesinthe U.S., in
Egypt, inFrance, inltaly, in Ceylon, in
Newfoundland, and inVietnam. They were
my escape from sometimesgrim realities.
They were my entertainment of choice. By
thetime | began writing seriously in the
mid-1970s, | had read the mgjority of his
worksand already considered him a
legend. And in the 70s, | began to have
the opportunity to meet some of the
writerswho were so important to me and
contributed significantly to developing my
imagination. | am lucky to have known
Sturgeon and Heinlein, van Vogt and de
Camp, Zelazny and Bradley, among many
who have now left us, but | never
succeeded in meeting Poul Anderson until
1993 in Minneapolis, Minnesota at the
World Fantasy Convention. But that
meeting more than made up for the
waiting. 1993 wastheyear my first novel,
The Charm, was published, and my
publisher, Frank Wagner of Integra Press,
threw ahuge premier party at WFC. No
one had ever heard of me at thetime and |
had been writing for many years without
anyone noticing. My book wasin the
registration bag, so alot of people were
already reading it that weekend. Wagner,
without my knowing it, approached Poul
Anderson about delivering the welcome
and congratul atory toast at that party, and
you could have knocked me over with a
feather when Wagner introduced Poul to
the overflow crowd and thisfinewriter,
thisliving legend, began talking about me
and my book in the most complimentary
fashion. | actually had tears running down
my face. Poul was eloguent and, after he
had finished, a dealer went to Wagner and
bought two cases of my book saying,
“1’ve never seen anyone ‘break out’
before.” Sincethat time, | have spent many
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aconvention sitting and talking with Poul
and hiswonderful wife, Karen. | waseven
fortunate enough at another WFC to have
the opportunity to make asmall
contribution of my own when | introduced
Poul and Karen to Dwayne Olsen of
Jwindz Press, who, as aresult of that
meeting, subsequently published a volume
of Poul’s poetry titled “ Staves.” When the
Serpent Slayerscame out in 1994, Poul was
kind enough to furnish uswith a
wonderful prepublication blurb which,
undoubtedly, aided in gaining attention for
the book. Finally, Poul wasthe Guest of
Honor at CopperCon 20 in September of
2000, and | was also honored asa GOH.
As part of the convention programming, |
conducted alive one-hour interview of
Poul and Karen as a featured event. And
the serendipitous part of it was the month
of correspondence | had with Poul and
Karen in advance of the con while
preparing the interview. And that doesn’t
even mention the pleasure of their
company all through the con, including a
“writers only” party | hosted one evening,
which they attended and seemed to
thoroughly enjoy. What can one say
about Poul Anderson that has not been
aready said? He was a soft-spoken man, a
man of intelligence and deep thought. He
was always gracious, and giving. And he
was modest - calling himself “just astory
teller.” Hewas at the heart of everything
golden about speculative fiction for as
long as | have been dlive. | consider
myself incredibly lucky to have known him
and | will not forget him. And, fortunately,
on the shelf opposite my desk, | can see
the rows of his books he was kind enough
tosignfor me. | amaman of faith. | believe
something wonderful followsthislife
experience. And | believethe gentle,
questing, curious, perceptive, and
eloguent soul of Poul Anderson is even
now pioneering new territory for al of us.
Ad Astra, Poul!

Adam Niswander

MaricopaArizona

In lieu of flowers, donations are requested
to the SFWA Emergency Medical Fund
c/o Chuck Rothman, SFWA Treasurer,
1436 Altamount Ave., PMB 292,
Schenectady, PA 12303-2977

SFWA Emer gency M edical Fund

The SFWA Emergency Medical Fund
offersinterest-free loansto members
facing unexpected medical expenses. The
primary fund-raising activity isaseries of
auctions given at SF conventions around
the country. The fund has grown
impressively since we began the auctions,
but today's high medical costs mean that
we must continue to raise money. Those
who wish may make donationsto the
SFWA Emergency Medical Fund by
sending a check payableto SFWA EMF
to SFWA, 1436 Altamont Ave., PMB 292,
Schenectady NY 12303-2977. Please note:
Donationsto the EMF are not tax
deductible at thistime.
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Arizona Largest Gaming Convention 4% ).
July 26-28, 2002 % @
Embassy Suites North, Phoenix

We have a new, LARGER site and plan to have al our regular features such as RPGA events, Magic ThG, Chess,
Computer Gaming, LARPs, Board Games, Miniatures, the Miniatuer Painting Contest, our popular Used Game
Auction, Consuite and Anime plus as many new events as we can think of. If there is something you would like to see at
HexaCon please contact us and let us know what it is so we can do our best to bring it to you.

Memer ser ship Rates: L ocation Info SPECIAL EVENTS Contact Info
$10 at HexaCon 11 Embassy StitesNorth We'll have special eventson HexaCon 12
$15 July 30 - Dec 31, 2001 2577 W. Greenway Rd; Thursday for our pre-registered PO Box 62613
$20 Jan 1 - June 30, 2002 602-375-1777 membersand aprizedrawing from Phoenix AZ 85083
$25 thereafter and at the door Standard: $74 S/D among thosewho both pre-register NOCNIX AL
Boardroom Suite $74 SD/T/Q with the convetion and get ahotel Email: Hex12chair@casfs.org
Executtive Suite$94 SID/T/Q room. Check our ad inthe next Phone: 602-973-2341
RoomsINCLUDE afull breakfast ConNotationsfor moreinfo Web: www.casfs.org
and Happy Hour
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CopperCon 21

Annual Science Fiction & Fantasy Convention

September 7-9, 2001
at the Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort, Scottsdale, AZ
Presents

Art Show

We are proud to announce Mark Roland
as our Artist Guest of Honor. We are
planning a guided tour of the art show
Friday evening hosted by Mark Roland.

Artists that have reserved space
include: Larry Vela, LelaDowling,

Mary Hanson-Roberts, Theresa Mather,
Ruth Thompson, Betsy Mott, James T.
Wappel, Monika Livingstone, Matthew
Scott and many more old favorites.

Art show panels (apanel is4 ft. X 4 ft.
flat brown pegboard) may be reserved for
afeeof $5.00 per panel. 3D artwork can be
displayed on 6 ft. X 2.5ft. tables, with afee
of $10.00 per table, or $5.00for 1/2
table. The convention will takea12%
commission on these sales. We will
feature a print shop - an areafor artiststo
sell multiple prints of some of their more
popular work, with the convention taking
15% commission on these sales. Thereis
no fee to display in the print shop.

Our plan isto offer the best of science
fiction and fantasy art to the fans of
Phoenix.

Wewill accept Visa, MasterCard and
Discover aswell as cash and checks.

We are anticipating a great art show
this year, so be sure to come down and see
the pride of alot of super artists. If you
have any questions, or if you are
interested in reserving display space,
please contact Ray Gish at 2527 N.
Silverado MesaAZ 85215 or call 480-641-
3997 or email at RGASAS@aol.com

Artist setup Friday: 9AM-12 noon.

Ray Gish

The Spaceport Bazaar is open
for business! Plenty of space
and opportuninty for all!

Dedlerstables cost $60.00 each, with alimit
of 2 per dealer. Each table includesone
full membership and one dealersroom
pass. The pass can be converted to afull
membership for half the going rate at
conversion time. We expect to have
around 25 tablesavailable.
Dedlerscurrently planning to join us are:
Marty’s Books,
For further information, e-mail
dedlers@finger-rock.comor call 623-939-
7815 and leave amessage for Patrick.
Patrick Connors

Volume 1l Issue4

Author Guest: Julian May
Local Author: Diana Gabaldon

Artist Guest: Mark Roland
Music Guest: Heather Alexander

(Sponsored by the Phoenix Filk Circle)

Programing

Then on Friday, the Spaceport
CopperCon officially openswith a hearty
“Cead milefailte! (trandlationfor the
Gadlic-impaired: 1000welcomes!). The
“Arrivals and Departures’ board offers
portalsinto avariety of “ Otherworlds’.
First, come to a panel discussion of the
historical sourcesfor information on Celtic
civilizations- fact and fiction. Then,
everyone who wants to keep up-to-date
on convention happenings at Spaceport
CopperCon should look for their daily
edition of “Tuppence”, our CopperCon 21
Newspaper produced by Velavision and
edited by Kit Townsend.

Author Sean McMullen and his
accomplished daughter Catherineare
coming all theway from Australia. If you
missed his presentations on “ Chivalry in
the Medieval World” and “How to Write
Action Scenes’ at WorldCon the previous
week, you' Il have a second chance to
attend these events right here at
CopperCon.

Asbefits our Spaceport theme, we'll
have factual presentations on space
explorationinour time: Dr David Williams
and associates will update us on NASA’s
plansfor interplanetary explorationwhile
David Perrinewill clueusinonaballot
initiative to establish an Arizona based
space program.

OTHERTHINGSTOLOOK FOR:

* Advanced M akeup Techniques—David
Ayres, alocal artist who's special FX
makeup has been seenin several movies,
will be presenting ideas on advanced
makeup techniques.

* Costuming and Props with Fiberglass
and Other Materials—Gail Wolfenden-
SteibandLarry Velawill present ideas
and concepts on costuming and props
using fiberglass and other materials.

* Airbrush Demo—LarryVeawill be

ConNotations

Thursday
Programming
Events

Thursday evening from 7pm until
closing, for pre-registrantsonly: the
ConSuite becomes* The Mailed Fist” —
our Irish Pub with all the singing and
presents anew competition! Much likethe  gorytelling that entails aswell asafine
old“Namethat Tune”, participantswill selection of (ginger) alesand (root) beers.
be given the opportunity to identify sound  comerelax and enjoy thefine
bytes from various common sources. entertainment and good company, and if

Dye/Paint - Gail Wolfenden-Steib and flavor then all the better.

Larry Velawill present conceptsfor
modifying the appearance of common
fabrics by using various uncontrolled
chemical substances.

* John Wheeler’ s popular face painting
event is planned for Saturday, aswell as
tributesto Star Trek inits35th Y ear and Dr

Who, and lots more.

presenting a demonstration of airbrush
makeup techniques.

* Grab-Bag Costuming—Kit Townsend
will be presenting aworkshop on
costuming from “odds-n-ends’.

* Who'sByteisThat?—Velavision

Volunteer Info
REBECCA <RAFOX@UCDAVIS.EDU>

THE DIRGE OF A MANDARIN
~THEM ONL )
4@" {sﬁfr The year of the Dragon has
) begun, and Los Angeles
} languishes under the iron
Pap ' ! talons of the Kuei-jin for a
WRECKING year now. Yet the vaunted
Kindred have done nothing or have they.
Something must and will be done. Come be 3 part of the first
retaliations aqgainst the Kuei-jin.

This is a tabletop adventure for Vampire, Mage,
Werewolf, Wraith, or Changeling. Come and enjoy a demo by
the Wrecking Crew, the Az, White Wolf Demo Team. This
game will begin Sat the 8th at 10 am and continue till the
wee hours of the night. While this is an
open game and you are free to come and
go as you like seats fill up quickly. Prizes
will be awarded to the best roll players.
For more information contact David
Martin at davidshome@mindspring.com




Enter prise (Cont'd from page 2 )
unidentified species who has some
unorthodox methods of treating injuries
and illnesses, using spores, exotic animals
and bizarremedical instruments. This
makes the most routine visit to sickbay an
unexpected adventure.

The Communications Officer isEnsign
Hoshi Sato (Linda Park), amid-20'sAsian

© Paramount Pictures

woman who isalso expert in exo-
linguisticsand serves as a trandator for
the ship. She hasn’t yet gotten
comfortable with space travel and gets
more and more nervous as the ship goes
faster and faster.

ThehelmsmanisLt. Travis
Mayweather (Anthony Montgomery), a
young African American who was rai sed
on cargo ships and has more space travel
experience than anyone on the ship. This
gives him an instinct for space travel that

few humans possess.

TheArmory officerisLt. Cmdr.
Malcolm Reed (DominicK eating). HE'sa
spit and polish, by the book, British
soldier, but is soft spoken and shy around
women. He also likesto blow things up.

Thealienrace new to Star Trek that is
introduced in the pilot are the Siluban, a
race with varying levels of genetic
mani pulation. Some are so advanced that
they can rearrange their skeletal structure
quickly while othersare moretraditional
and avoid innvolvement with the more
extreme Siluban factionsare doing.

L eading the extreme Siluban factionis
Silik, who is getting some direction by
communication with some unkown
humanoid alien from thefuture. These
alienslook to be arecurring nemesisfor
the series.

Now that we' ve met the major players
in the series, how doesit al start? Things
get set in motion when aKlingon courier
crash landsin Broken Bow, Oklahomaand
is being chased by a couple of Siluban’s.
He managesto kill them but is seriously
wounded by afarmer with aplasma
shotgun. Starfleet recovers the Klingon
and with the help of Doctor Phlox isable
to save him, although heisstill in bad
shape. Against the Vulcan's advice,
Starfleet electsto take the Klingon home,
putting the Enterprise into service with
Jonathon Archer taking command of the
ship. During the trip, they are attacked by

the Siluban, who get away with the
Klingon. Archer and company backtrack
the Klingon's route to try to find out what
he knows that is so important. This leads
them to aplanet in the Rigel Ten system,
where they meet the Klingon’'s Siluban
contacts and get attacked by Silik’s
faction. The high point of the pilot may be
the scene that happens after they escape
from the planet, where Tucker and T’ Pol
have been contaminated by a spore and

© Paramount

have to go through a decontamination
process. Thisinvolves the two of them
getting undressed and applying
decontamination phosphorous gel to each

other (in aprofessional manner, of course).

Thefinal confrontation with the Siluban’s
takes place within several atmospheric
layers of agas giant and looksto be a

chance for Foundation Imaging to go to
town with the special effects.

The pilot is agood space adventure
that should get the series off to a good
start. There's plenty of referencesto early
Trek stuff to makethefansenjoy it while
things are not too technical of alevel that
casual viewerswill tune out. Starting out
at the beginning of the Trek universe will
makeit easier for new viewersto comein,
not having to know all about Klingon’s,
Cardassians, the Maguis, the Borg or
anything else that at times made the later
seriesdifficult to comeinto cold. What will
really make the seriesisthe cast and the
writing. If the actors are given good
material and deliver it well, UPN and
Paramount may pull the Trek franchise out
of it'srecent doldrums.

© Paramount
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Theremin (cont’d from page6)

Clara. After an uneasy ten-year marriage,
the inventor decided to sever the
remaining strings of attachment. The
Soviet consulate provided the official
dissolution and Theremin and Katiawere
divorcedin1934. On August 21, 1987,
Katia“Catherine” Theremin died at the
Jersey Shore Medical Center in Neptune,
New Jersey. She was eighty-three years
old.

Thereminmarried twicemoreand was
engaged to athird woman. In the early
monthsof 1938 hemarried Lavinia
Williams, atwenty-one-year-old black
American dancer who painted and spoke
six languages, including Russian. On
September 15, 1938, Laviniawitnessed
Theremin being escorted away from his
studio. She believed it was against hiswill,
but he was leaving for Leningrad and his
application for permissiontotake Lavinia
had been denied. That was the last time
either of them would see the other dive. In
1947, Thereminmarried MariaFeodorovna
Guschina, atwenty-six-year-old high-level
typist who bore him twin daughters—
Helenaand Natalia—on June 24, 1948.
Mariadied suddenly on June 30, 1970 from
heart disease due to chronic effects of her
rheumatism. In 1974, Thereminlongedfor
his second wife and through Clara
Rockmore he began a correspondence with
LaviniaWilliams, even to the point of
proposing marriage. However, age, cultural
taboos, and time conspired to keep their
divergent paths from ever intersecting. His

world for fifty years had been Bolshevism
and her soul had been interwoven with the
lifeand culture of Haiti, aworld marred by
civil upheaval. OnJuly 19,1989 L avinia
died of aheart attack by one report or she
died of kidney failure, following an attack
of food poisoning. In 1976, Theremin
introduced his daughtersto Elena, a
woman in her early thirties, ashisfiancé.
Shewasalonely woman who lived with
her adoptive parents whom she felt didn’t
understand her. There was much debate
on the part of both families and as the
likelihood of marriagefaded, Elenagrew
despondent and jumped from the window
of atall building, ending her life.

When Theremin left Americaand arrived
inLeningrad, it must have been with mixed
feelings. He had left behind two wives,
and many friends, but he was returning to
the bosom of Mother Russia. Littledid he
suspect that he was arriving during
Stalin’ sDark Ages. Unableto find work,
his old friends and supporters either dead
or unwilling to risk what little security they
had on hisbehalf, Theremin’sfuture
looked bleak. He was arrested on March
10, 1939 and ten days later enough
evidencethat “. . . has proven beyond a
doubt that he was amember of afascist
organization and served as a spy for
foreign secret services.” Theremin was
tried, convicted, and on atrain to
Vladivostok by August. For the next eight
years, Theremin worked hisway up
through levelsof GULAG Hell that
included beating and starvation. Even
after he was freed, the inventor found that

the restrictions imposed on his freedom
nearly as confining as any prison he had
occupied. He could not travel beyond
Moscow and he could not correspond
withfamily or friends. Thereminturnedto
his government and his talents were put to
use. On July 4, 1945 the American
Ambassador, Averell Harriman, accepted a
gift from adelegation of Soviet boy
scouts—a large wooden plague bearing a
carved relief of the Great Seal of the United
States. Harriman couldn’ t know that
contained within the seal was a passive
listening device created by Theremin,
which remained in the Ambassador’ s
residence for seven years until aBritish
radio operator accidentally discovered it.
Theremin’ sfate had been avirtual
mystery to the Western Hemisphere; so
many peoplewereamazed in June of 1989
when he was brought from Maoscow to the
International Festival of Experimental
Musicin Bourges, France. In 1990, the
organizersof the Stockholm Electronic
Music Festival escorted him to Sweden.
On September 26, 1991, Thereminreturned
to America as the guest of the organizers
of “Technology and Music: The
Beginning and Now”, an out-of-doors
concert at the Frost Amphitheater. On
October 4, Thereminwasflownto New
Y ork by thefilmmaker, Steven M. Martin,
to get location shots for his documentary,
“Theremin: An Electronic Odyssey.” In
January 1993, Theremin wasthe guest of
honor at the international symposium
“Schoenberg and Kandinsky” held jointly

by the Royal Conservatory and the
Municipal Museum of the Hague in the
Netherlands. Upon hisreturn to his rooms
in Moscow, Theremin discovered that the
contents had been vandalized or stolen.
On November 2, Steven M. Martin’s
documentary premiered on BBC Channel 4.
The next day, Theremin died in his sleep.
While hewill always be best known for
the musical instrument that bears his
name, Theremin had other contributionsto
theworld of science. Alarm systems, metal
detectors, automatic door openers,
airplane remote controls, an auto-pilot, an
extreme narrow-band broadcaster, a
diviningrod, anelectricdoll, aDC-to-AC
converter, alight drawing device (Cathode
Ray Oscilloscope), an early form of
projection television, were among his
accomplishments. Lev Sergeyevich
Termen left hismark onthisworld in ways
that touch each of our lives every day.
http://www.press.uillinois.edu/f00/
linsky.html
http://www.bigbriar.com/cgi-local/
SoftCart.100.exe/spec/
anvay_gghim'd +sedaretdls/900AfdRd+990319177
http://137.com/theremins/
http://www.he.net/~enternet/teci/teci.html
http://www.ccsi.com/~bobs/theremin.html
http://mitpress.mit.edu/e-journals/
L eonardo/isast/spec.projects/
theremindisc.html
http://www.rottentomatoes.com/movie-
1065865/about.php
alt.music.maker stheremin
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- d h I Pokemon Trainer Video nothing more than a shameless product read the enclosed rule booklet, It'sless
Vl eOp | e plug, (How many ways CAN they mutilate  painful.- Angel Krenicus (daughter of

Sincethisisareview of the Trainer's the Team Rocket motto?) Did | mention BelleRelafor d)
xkxx TheMummy Video, I'll skipmy critiqueof thegame that even childrenwill likely feel talked
xx%x%  Dune itself. (Otherwise, I'd wastethiswhole downto ? And all the personal interviews,
**xx  StargateSG:1Season 1 sectiononit.) Well, the half-hour long designed to add relevance to the video,
x Pokemon Trainer Video video does a decent, if convoluted and (andtomakeit longer.) simply distract

rambling, job of teaching youwhat would ~ fromthe primary purpose, (learning the

. . otherwise, take asix-page booklet andten  9ame). Inanutshell, if youreally want to
TheMummy: DeluxeEdition minutes. Thedialoguewill makeyour try playing the Pokemon card game, just

brain hurt and the last several minutes are

The Mummy follows pretty much the
standard established plot for
mummy movies. Boy meetsgirl, boy
discoversmummy, mummy comesto
life and wantsgirl, boy savesgirl
from mummy and mummy crumbles
to dust coupled with the pre-
requisite petty thief, mysterious
Arab trader, and brother of the
heroine. What makes this version so
successful is clever dialogue and

stunning special effects.
The deluxe 2-disc edition includes

both the wide-screen and regular
screen version as well as extras that
include the standard cast and

filmaker bios, aswell as 2 / 3 e
commentariesfrom director Stephen

Sommers and editor Bob Ducsay
and actor Brendan Fraser, Oded
Fehr, Keven J. O’ Connor and
Arnold Vosloo. Also included are
deleted scenes, visual effects,
theatrical trailors, Building A Better
Mummy documentary and lots more.
- Stephaniel. Bannon

Frank Herbert’sDune

The Sci-Fi Channel’ s production of
Frank Herbert’s Duneis the best
adaptation I've seen . The storyline
makes sense, which is more than can
be said for any of the theatrical
versions. The specia effectswere
good, | particularly enjoyed the
worms. Special featuresincludethe
standard cast info aswell as a
behind the scenes making of feature.

StargateSG: 1
Season 1

This 5-disc set coversthe entire first
season of the Showtime series. The
series takes up where the movie | eft
off. Richard Dean Anderson takes
over theroleof Col. Jack O’ Neill as
the US Army forms teamsto use the
Stargate to travel to other planets on
peace missions.

Special featuresinclude cast and
crew featurette, trailors, abehind the
scenes footage and a costume
design featurette.
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Pro Notes (cont’d from page 3)

novel about Garol Vogel and the Langsarik
pirates, publication date October 2001; it
looks good! ‘ Scenes from the Cutting
Room Floor’ continueto be moderately
popular and can be found on my Website
at <http://www.sff.net/people/
susan.scribens>. A small difficulty
presentsitself around November, when |
run out of material (sincel didn’t get
enough cut from Colony Fleet orAngel of
Destruction to make anything worth
posting). I’ ve decided to address this by
serializingak oscuisko novellathat I’ ve
been wanting to write. Thisnovella, called
‘Point of Order,” coversformer bond-
involuntary Security troop Kaydence
Psimas' return to Port Rudistal to see
about making arelationship with ‘ cousin’
Ailynn; the story intersects with the
conclusion of Jodlire' slife-story as people
from hishome-world cometoinquireafter
hisfive-knives, and Andrej Koscuisko, in
Port Rudistal to execute the sentence of
the Bench against the Administrator,
declines absolutely to give them up. | will
probably not be able to afford World Con
thisyear after al but still expect to attend
Oryconin November in Portland, Oregon
(well, if they inviteme, that is).”

JamesA. Moorewrites: “| seemtobeon
some sort of short story run just of late.
While | am currently in the process of
finishing up Serenity Falls, | have sold

‘Burdensof Guilt’ to FangoriaOnlineand
‘Burdensof Guilt 2: My Brother’ sK eeper’
to the DarkTa es anthology Asylum 2; The
Violent Ward. | have also sold “Burdens
of Guilt 3: Growing Pains’ to the Tooth and
Claw anthology, ‘ Territorial Markings' to
the Stones anthology, and ‘A Place Where
ThereisPeace’ tothe Extremes3: Terror
on the High Seasanthology, all from Lone
Wolf Publications.”

New Zealandwriter Till Noever writes:
“Work proceeds apace at EDGE Science
Fiction and Fantasy Publishing of Calgary,
Alberta, Canada <http://
www.edgewebsite.com> on K eaen, my
first to-be-published novel. I'm currently
starting work with afriend of mine, an
American painter living in France, onthe
design of the cover; which, knowing my
friend, is going to be stunning. Keaenisa
taleaboutillicit love, social manipulation,
and political intrigue; half fantasy, half
science fiction. It also features grotesque
mutations, bravewarriors, cowardly
cretins, power-hungry kings, near-immortal
‘circes’, blood-letting, betrayal,
abductions, imprisonments, escapes,
revolutionaries, sex, and the unsolved
mystery of apeopl€e’ s origins. Though
K eaen is astand-alone work, there already
exist two sequels, Finister and Tergan,
which hopefully will follow into
publication soon.”

SF scholar Joanne Pransky writesthat
her Websiteisfinally up at <http://

www.robot.md>, and she encourages
everyoneto “go see the movie Ai if you
have not aready done so.”

Brian Stablefordwrites: “| recently
delivered an introduction, annotations and
corrections to the translation for a new
editionof CamilleFlammarion’sLumen
to Wesleyan University Press. I'm
currently working on an introduction and
annotationsfor anew edition of S. Fowler
Wright’s Deluge for the same publisher.
My translation of Paul Feval’s
Knightshade should be out from Sarob
Press within the next couple of months,
and Tartarus Presswill doing my
translation of Jean L orrain’ sNightmares
of an Ether Drinkerin2002.”

V eteran bibliographer Phil Stephensen-
Paynewrites: “[| have] recently completed
[a] new edition of the CharlesHarness
biblio (Jwhich was] merged with the one
Ted Koppe didfor ChrisDrumm Books,
and greatly expanded) and aL loyd Biggle
biblio. [I am] almost finished [witha]
massiverevision of theJohn Wyndham
biblio [and have] in progress biblios of
Michael Coney, A.Bertram Chandler
(revised),Geor geAllan England, Perley
Poor e Sheehan and Will Jenkins.”

Grand Master Jack Williamson writes:
“My new novel, Terraforming Terra, isjust
appearing and so far well received. I've
been writing short stories since it was
finished, with salesto Asimov’s, F& SF,
and a couple of anthologies.”

SaraT.Wrenchwrites: “What|'m
doing right now is moving from Portland,
Oregon to Portsmouth, New Hampshire!”

JanineEllen Y oungwrites: “...working
on my latest novel. Planning on attending
the San Diego Comic Conwith my
husband, Doselle Y oung, who writes The
Monarchy (DC/Wildstorm).

Del Rey Booksreportsits recently
released and upcoming bookslist. In July:
Ravenheart, by David Gemmell;
Childhood' sEnd, by Arthur C. Clarke;
The Shadows of God, by J. Gregory
K eyes, Great War: Breakthroughs, by
Harry Turtledove; Star Wars. TheNew
Jedi Order: Balance Point, by Kathy Tyers;
Babylon 5: The Passing of the Techno-
Mages: Summoning Light, by Jeanne
Cavelos. InAugust: The Dragon Charmer,
by Jan Siegel; American Empire: Blood
andlron, by Harry Turtledove; TheStar
WarsGalactic Phrase Book & Travel
Guide, by Ben Burtt; Star Wars: TheNew
Jedi Order: Edgeof Victory: Rebirth, by J.
Gregory Keyes; Witch War, by James
Clemens. In August: The Dragon
Charmer, by Jan Siegel; American Empire:
Blood & Iron, by Harry Turtledove; The
Star Wars Galactic Phrase Book & Travel
Guide, by Ben Burtt; Star Wars: The New
Jedi Order: Edgeof Victory, by J. Gregory
K eyes, Witch War, by James Clemens. In
September: TheVoyage of the Jerle

(cont’d on page18)

Arizonain 2004
Westercon 57 Bid
July 2-5, 2004

It is time for another Arizona Westercon.

Please support us and help us bring you the best Arizona Westercon of the new millennium.

Pre-supporting memberships: $10
Friend of the Bid: $50

Includes voting fees at the 2002 Westercon and, if necessary, a supporting membership

in the LA 2002 Westercon

Bid Sponsor: $100

Includes all privileges of Friend of the Bid as well as free attendance, if desired,

at the Locus Banquet when we win.

There will be a graduated scale of conversion to full membership in the Arizona 2004 Westercon

depending on the level of pre support.
Check our website at www.az-sf.org for more details.

We also are looking for fans and/or professionals interested in supporting the bid

by being an active member of the bid committee.

Please contact us at Arizona in 2004, PO Box 67457, Phoenix AZ 85082, Email: info@az-sf.org

Craig Dyer at (602)973-2341 - Email: chair@az-sf.org

or
Mike Willmoth at (480) 945-6890 - Email: mwillmoth@compuserve.com
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Pro Notes (cont’d from page 17)
Shannara: Antrax, by Terry Brooks;
Shadows Over Innsmouth, ed. by Stephen
Jones; The Voyage of the Jerle Shannara:
Ilse Witch, by Terry Brooks; The Scions
of Shannara, by Terry Brooks; The Druid
of Shannara, by Terry Brooks; The EIf
Queen of Shannara, by Terry Brooks;
TheTalismansof Shannara, by Terry
Brooks. In October: The Dragon Queen,
by Alice Bor char dt; The World of
Shannara, by TeresaPatterson, withTerry
Brooks; The Best Alternate History
Stories of the 20" Century, ed. by Harry
Turtledove, withMartinH. Greenberg;
Starsand Stripesin Peril, by Harry
Harrison; The Amber Spyglass, by Philip
Pullman; The Golden Compass, by Philip
Pullman; The Subtle Knife, by Philip
Pullman; TheHobbit, byJ. R. R. Tolkien.
In November: Star Wars: The New Jedi
Order: Star by Star, by Troy Denning;
Silver Moons, Black Steel, by Tara
Har per ; The Redemption of Althalus, by
David & L eigh Eddings; TheFellowship of
theRing, by J.R.R. Tolkien; TheTwo
Towers, by J. R.R. Tolkien; TheReturn
of theKing, by J. R. R. Tolkien;
That’sit for now. If I’'ve missed
anybody, | apologize for the oversight.
Please pass this along to your pro
colleagues (artists, writers, actors, etc.)
and havethem let us know what we're
doing so we can publicizeit! Stay cool this
summer!

Dr. Aki Ross dreamsprovidea cluein
Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within

24 Frames

Island theme park where the gang’s
reputation threatens to do themin. We'll
see flashbacksto their earlier days where
they are costumed more as we' ve seen the
charactersinthe TV series, but the current
timeframewill seethemlesscolorfully
dressed and the gang dealing with being
crimesolving celebrities.
GenreMoviePreviews

We're most of the way through the
summer and there’ snot much left in the
way of genremoviesuntil thefall. Some
that were scheduled (Rollerball, Jason X)
have been pushed back. Here'swhat’s
coming up in the next couple of months:
Osmosis Jones

An animated tale about lifeinside the
human body of Frank, in which awhite
blood cell cop named Ozzy (Osmosis
Jones) teams up with a by-the-book rookie
cold tablet to destroy the mysterious, evil
virusthat hasinvaded the City of Frank.
Bill Murray isFrank and ChrisRock
provides the voice of Osmosis Jones.
Other actors doing voices include Chris
Elliott, LaurenceFishburne, RonHoward,
David HydePier ce, Kid Rock and William
Shatner.

Jay and Silent Bob StrikeBack

Starring: Jason M ewes, K evin Smith,
Jason L eg, ChrisRock and Shannon
Elizabeth. Jay, alanky, foul-mouthed
pothead and Silent Bob, hiswise and
understated “ hetero lifemate” returnin a
final installment of the* New Jersey’
chronicles. It supposedly deals with Jay &
Silent Bob taking atrip to Hollywood to
sabatoge the Hollywood premiere of the
Bluntman and Chronic movie.

John Car penter’sGhostsof Mars
Starring: CleaDuVall, | ceCube, Jason
Statham, NatashaHenstridgeand Pam
Grier. It'stheyear 2176 A.D. and Mars
has been long been colonized due to
overcrowding on Earth. Peopleliveand
work on outposts al over the planet,
mining Marsfor al of itsvaluable natural
resources. A small squad of police are on

(Cont’d from page 1)

Final Fantasy looks great, but less fulfilling
By Shane Shellenbarger

Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within
has raised the bar for computer animation,
but still suffersfrom the plotting
problems that always seem to plague
innovative movies. Not that the plot is all
bad, it'sjust that we' ve experienced
similar plotsinmoviesranging from
Aliensto Poltergeist to War of the
Worlds. Thevillainisyour typical military
gung-ho-at-any-cost type and the
romantic leads are portrayedin a
stereotypical way through most of the
film: boy haslost girl, boy savesgirlslife,
girl savesboyslife, girlswork ismore
important, girl has a secret problem, boy
helpsgirl overcome secret problem.

The star of thisfilmisn't the cast
(MingNa, AlecBaldwin, Donald
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Sutherland, Peri Gilpin, Steve Buscemi, and
Ving Rhames) but isthe animation.
Lighting, cameramovement, character
movement, all take precedence over the
actors and for the first thirty minutes the
audience sits enraptured by the amazing
images that play across the screen. The
cast has a difficult task: to draw attention
away from thelook of thefilm and to move
the audience with just their voices, which |
think they achieve. During the next 3/4 ‘s
of thefilm, | waswatching the acting and |
believed in the characters.

Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within is
alandmark filmthat | feel will be
remembered along side Forbidden
Planet, 2001: A Space Odyssey, and Star
Wars. Getinlinenow.

transport assignment in Shining Canyon
transferring avery dangerous criminal,
James* Desolation” Williams. Williams,
the most notorious criminal on Mars, has
no intention of making thetrip easy on Lt.
MelanieBallard, atwo-year veteran of the
force. Meanwhile, amining operation
uncovers the ruins of an ancient Martian
civilization that unleashes an ethereal
doomsday machine. These ghostly
Martian warriors, unleashed and
unstoppable, systematically take over the
bodies of the human intruders with the
intent of ridding the planet of the Earthly
invaders. Soon, what started as a battle of
wits between cop and criminal bringsthem
together in afundamental battle for human
survival.

Bones

Starring: Snoop Doggy Dogg, Pam Grier,
Michael T.Weiss, Sean Amsing. Jimmy
Bones (Dogg) is alegendary protector and
patron of his thriving neighborhood. Cooal,
handsome and respected - Bonesiis the
benevolent caretaker of his people until he
is betrayed by those closest to him. Flash
forward 20 years. Crime and drugs have
crumbled the neighborhood and Jimmy
Bones has become a charismatic emblem
of better times. But his spirit is about to
makeacomeback.

13 Ghosts

Starring: Shannon Elizabeth, Tony
Shalhoub, F.Murray Abraham,Rah
Digga, Embeth Davidtz, MatthewLillard,
J.R.Bourne,MatthewHarrison,and Alec
Roberts 13 Ghostsis a state-of -the-art
remake of theclassic William Castle
horror film about afamily that inheritsa
spectacular old house from an eccentric
uncle. There'sjust one problem: the house
seems to have a dangerous agenda all its
own. Trapped in their new home by
strangely shifting walls, thefamily
encounters powerful and vengeful entities
that threaten to annihilate anyonein their
path. Soon the family isjoined by an
offbeat ghost hunter who is determined to
free the spiritsimprisoned in the house.
Caught in afrantic race to save themselves
before it istoo late, the human inhabitants
realize the house is ariddle which contains
the key to their imminent salvation - or
destruction.

UpcomingM ovieReleaseDates
(DatesVERY subject to change)

Aug 3 - Osmosis Jones

Aug17-John Carpenter’sGhost of Mars
Aug 24 - Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back
Oct 26 - Bones, 13 Ghosts
Nov2-Monsters,Inc., TheOne

Nov 16-Harry Potter andtheSorcerer’s
Stone

Nov 21- Black K night

Dec 19- TheFellowship of theRings
Dec25-TheTimeMachine

TBA - Queen of theDamned, 2001: A
Space Odyssey (re-issue), House of 1000
Corpses

2002- Rollerball, Jason X, PlutoNash,
Spiderman (May 2), Star War sEpisodel |
(May 22), Scooby Doo (June14), Reign of
Fire(June)

ConNotations

|n Our Book

American Gods
By Nell Gaiman
William Morris, pps, $26

Neil Gaiman’sAmerican Godsisatour-
de-force of Americana, mythology,
mystery and surprise. It dealswith the
ramifications of gods being abandoned by
their worshipers and what happens to
them as new gods arise and the conflict it
creates.

The story is about Shadow, who has
been in prison for three yearsand as he is
about to be released, he learns that his
wife hasdied in an auto accident. On the
way back to his home, he meets Mr.
Wednesday, who seems to know a lot
about Shadow and offers him ajob, being
chauffeur, bodyguard and whatever else
he needs him for. Shadow soon finds
himself inthe middle of acoming storm, a
battle to the finish between the old gods
and the new ones (gods of technology).
The story takes us through various locales
in America, including tourist stopslikethe
Center of the USin Kansas, The House on
the Rock in Wisconsin and asmall Illinois
town with adeadly secret.

Gaiman bringsinto play many ancient
Gods that were brought over to America

-

AMERICAN
GODS:

with their worshippers but were soon
abandoned by them. The Gods are still
around, finding worship where they can
and eking out aliving. Throughout the
book, Gaiman haslittle side stories
depicting how some of the Gods came to
Americaand how they were abandoned.
The new gods, such as Media and
Computers, think they will do better if all
the old Gods are no longer around, and as
Shadow (and the reader) learns more about
what isreally happening, it appears that
things may not really be what they seem.
Gaiman hasimmersed himself in
American Mythology for this book and
makesit comealive. Thecharactersare
rich and diverse and the various aspects
of the story al come together for avery
satisfying read. - LeeWhiteside

(Cont’d on page 18)
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Sir Aproposof Nothing
by Peter David
Pocket BooksHC $23.95

After | finished reading Peter David's
novel “Sir Apropos of Nothing” it took me
awhilebefore | was ableto moveonto
reading another book. It |eft avery strong
impression on me, something that is not
unusual with his books. But this oneis not
the next chapter of my favourite series,
New Frontier, or any other Star Trek
written by him, thisis something
completely different. Peter David created
his own universe, his own characters. He
has written other non-media books before,
but “Sir Apropos of Nothing” is hisfirst
non-mediabook | have read so far.

Hereweenter aworld where we meet
kings, knights, squires, witches and some
more phantastic creatures. But Peter
David'sversion isnot as simplistic as
meeting a noble king who is surrounded
by noble knights who go out into the
world in order to do heroic deeds, slay
dragons and save the odd damsel in
distress. | am quitetired of that pattern
and therefore | welcomed that thisbook is
different, much morecomplex. | oftenhad
the feeling that Peter David was
challenging this pattern deliberately. We
find out quickly that appearances can be
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very deceiving, that people who seem to
be nice have some dark secrets. Sometimes
good and evil can't be separated easily.
Sometimes good people are pushed into
doing something bad. Peter David put
very complex peopleinto hisbook, people
with strength and weaknesses, people
who makemistakes. Peter David's
strength has always been

* L ®
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characterizations and this book is no
exception. The peoplein hisbook are very
dive.

Thisisfirst of al the caseswith the main
character, a young squire named Apropos.
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| liked himimmediately. Heisavery
positive character but he has some darker
layersaswell which make him even more
interesting. Apropos has a wonderful
sense of humour. On top of that heisable
to deal with al kinds of adventures and
problems, mainly by using hiswit. This
makes the book fun to read. Some parts
really mademelaugh.

On the other hand, “Apropos’ is not a
comedy. Thereforel think comparingit
with “Blackadder” isnot accurate. The
book also has some very serious scenes, a
mix | find very intriguing. | find it
remarkablewith how much ease and skill
Peter David combined the fun and the
serious partsin this book. He is able to
insert humour in some very dark scenes
without ever giving methefeeling that itis
forced. Sometimes | was caught between
laughing and being touched by the
seriousness of the situation.

Not only is Apropos avery likeable
character, also because of his weaknesses,
he is on top of that a very strong
character. He makes mistakes and there are
setbacks as well, but his determination, his
clevernessis remarkable. We can see
during this story that this character grows,
that heislearning from mistakes. Thisis
especialy visible at the end of the book.

What | find also remarkableishow Peter
David handled the topic disability in this
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book: Apropos was born with a physical
disability. Being disabled myself | know
what | am talking about, and | think he
handled this aspect in avery realistic but
also appealing way. | hate it when people
with disabilities are shown as objects of
pity and being helpless victims. Apropos
learned from very early on to see and treat

hisdisability asachallenge. Intime he
became more and more able to defend
himself if he hasto. But first of all he
learned to use hiswit and how to evade
physical confrontations. | find this very
interesting. Apropos reminded mein some
waysof MilesVorkosigan, themain
character in LoisMcMaster Bujold's
series.

Peter David is openly challenging
cliches and prejudices, not only
concerning the “heroism and chivalry”
stuff in fairy tales and about disabled
people, but thereisalot more. The book
often made me think. One other aspect is
that Peter David obviously shares my
opinion that having feelingsis not a
weakness, it isastrength. Heisalso
challenging the cliché of the overly male
hero who isonly allowed to show feglings
of the more aggressive kind. Apropos also
has a very sensitive side. The richness of
his character also left such a strong
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In Our Book ( Cont’d from page 19 )

impression on me because Peter David
wrote the book from the first person
perspective. He already showed mein the
past that he is very skilled at using the
advantages this form of storytelling has to
itsfull potential.

“Apropos’ isawhole story. It hasa
definite end. But it can also be seen asthe
first chapter in a series of books. Peter
Davidisconsidering writing asequel. | am
very much hoping he will do that. | think it
isan excellent book, very cleverly written
with some surprises especialy at the end.
To meitismuch more than just
entertaining. In other words, if you ask me,
itisdefinitely worth buying :-).

WEell, beingaNFfan | couldn‘t help to
notice some parallels:-). Instead of the
Great Bird of the Galaxy we meet the
Phoenix. “Entipy” (thename) reminded me
of “Eppy”. Hm, andif | wereabit cynical |
would say, instead of the “one punch
Jellicomaneuver” Peter Davidliked
breaking nosesin thisbook. :-) And like
Calhoun, also Apropos has a destiny to
fulfil. - Review by Baerbel Haddrell
(Email @tr ekdata.demon.co.uk)

TheArchangel Protocol
LydaMorehouse
Roc ScienceFiction, 342 pp, $6.99

The Archangel Protocol isthe author’s
first novel. A second novel isin the works
set in the same world, but not projected as
aseries.

Deidre McMannusis an ex-cybercop
who haslost her link with asuper world
wideweb,(TheLinkisaninteractive
implanted computer) her job, and almost
everything else for acrime she did not
commit. Theworld has been visited by
cybernetic manifestations that claim to be
archangelsworking God' swill. They are
supporting a candidate who has risen to

© Sherlock
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power but has never been seen in the
flesh. The world is going according to
their plan, until others manifest claiming to
bereal archangels'. Lucifer, in the guise of
acop, adrag queen, and anyone else he
wantsto be, triesto enlist Dierdrein a
campaign to expose the bad guys and
save the world. Of course, Deidre doesn’t
believe in angels, and is more concerned
with staying alive. The setting ranges from
the mean streets of anear future New
York, to the diverse virtual pathways of a
universal net. Who isreally doing God's
work?Isher lover really the archangel
Michael, and where does one put one’s
faithin adark and twisting world?Will
either she or the world survive?

Thisnovel isareal page turner, once
started, | found it hard to put down. It has
more twists and turns than aroller coaster,
and yet seems to have no extraneous
verbiage. Good characters, tightly plotted,
and the momentum gathered carries you to
the conclusion with regret that it finished.
Add this one to your collection, and find
yourself anxiously waiting for her next
work. With thisasadebut, | am waiting for
thenext one. - Pam Allan

Thelnheritance
Nancy Varian Berberick
Wizardsof the Coast, 284 PP, $6.99

The Inheritance is a stand alone part of
the Dragonlance classic series. No
copyright date is given.

Elansa Sungold, elven princess and wife
to Kethrenan, brother to theking, is
kidnapped on the way to heal ablight with

the heirloom sapphire phoenix talisman.
After a bungled ransom/vengeance
attempt, Elansaremainsthe prisoner of
Brand and his mix and match band of
outlaws. When the hobgoblin, Gnash,
findssomemagicrelicsand raisesarmies
of the dead to join his hordes of goblinsin
taking over the land, Elansamust join
forceswith Brand to save the world.
Shades of The Sheik, with overtones of
Patty Hearst and the Symbionies
Liberation Army romp with thegoblins,
elves and humans. The characters are not
badly drawn, the plot fairly basic, but |

found the book had soporific qualities that
| couldn’t overcome. - Pam Allan

Declare
By Tim Powers
William Morrow, 517 pp, $25.00

Thisisan exceptiona story. Itisan
intricate, well-crafted spy story that will
satisfy the appetite of the most jaded
suspense-addicted reader. Itisalso an
amazingly complex fantasy with none of
thetypical, cliché-ridden characters or
situations of the plethora of fantasy books
on the shelves today.

Andrew Hale wasinitiated into amost
secret British intelligence agency at the
age of seven. He and hismother, afallen
Catholic nun, had escaped from Cairo and
his father, with the help of this agency.
Andrew had great loyalty to this agency
and when he became a young man, was
happy to perform whatever tasks they set
for him, no matter how inscrutable. His
first assignment sendshimto Berlinin
1945, to pose as a dedicated communist
and where hefalsinlovewith alovely
Spanish communist. Thisisthefirst
movement in amysterious game that
seems to include not only the British but
also the French SDECE and an equally
shadowy Soviet agency. The game moves
to Mount Ararat in 1948 and a
catastrophic encounter with a colony of
supernatural beings. This event marks
everyonewho isapart of it, Andrew, his
love, Elena, and the enigmatic Kim Philby.
Philby isafamous historical figurewho
was notorious as a double agent for the
Soviet Union. The game continues 18
years later, when Andrew must once again
confront the creatures on Mount Ararat,
his unexplained connection to Kim Philby
and his apparent betrayal of hisonly love.

Along the way, the reader istreated to
very interesting glimpses of possible
explanationsfor thepolitical climateduring
and after WWII and the reason for the
Cold War that was never explained to the
world. Mr. Powersalso provides uswith
answers to where a lot of superstitions
originated and what the story of the
Arabian Nightswasreally al about. He
concludes with the true reason for the
collapse of the Soviet Union. Mr. Powers
has done al his homework and the reader
who isastudent of history will appreciate
how he weaves historical factsinto anew
and fascinating account of events that
have not been clearly understood. | found
thisto be areal page-turner. - Catherine
Book

Lirad
GarthNix
Har per Callins, 496 pp, $16.95

Thisisawonderful sequel to Nix’s
Sabriel, which hewrote three or four years
ago. Sabriel isnow aqueen, married for
many years to Prince Touchstone. They
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have two teenaged children, Prince Sameth
and PrincessEllimere. Interestingly
enough, Ellimereisall practicality and
forcefulness and Sameth is uncertain and
tenuous, even though he is the Abhorsen-
in-Waiting, aswell as heir to the throne.
(The Abhorsen iswhat Sabriel discovered
shewasin the first book: sort of the
ultimate defender against evil inthe
world).

But they are only companion characters
tothelead, Lirael who isaDaughter of the
Clayr, amystic group who live up on
Clayr’'sGlacier and are Seersof thefuture.
Sadly, Lirael growsto age nineteen
without being given the Sight and is
depressed by her lack of vision. But of
course, she is something much more
important.; aRemembrancer, aseer into
the past, and at the end of the story, we
find she’ s even more than that.

Lirael spends her teenaged years moping
about her lack of Sight in the mysterious
confines of the Great Library of Clayr asa
Third and then, eventually Second
Assistant Librarian. The Library which
spirals down into the dark and bedrock of
the glacier, has rooms that go back a
thousand years. And not all the rooms off
the main spirals hold books, some hold
monsters bound by magic or are
storerooms for magical objects, long
forgotten. HereLirael studieswhat magic
she can and discovers the means to create
her best friend, the Disreputable Dog...a
canine counterpoint to Sabriel’ sfeline
companion, Mogget.

Lirael’sgift, eventually discovered by
her fellow Seersinthemidst of an
adventurein the bowels of the Library,
gets her sent off from the glacier ona
perilousriver journey. Her new found skill
isneeded to help discover and thwart the
evil necromancer who is using hoards of
dead creatures to uncover some metal
objects that will help the dead overrun the
earth.

And on her way down river, she meets
up with Prince Sameth who is out looking
for an old school chum, Nicholas, who has
gotten into trouble with the nasty
necromancer.

And here the tale ends, to be concluded
in the next volume, Abhorsen.

Nix createsavery dark and mysterious
environment, theworld of Ancelstierre
whichissomewhat like our world:
electricity driven, cars, trains, etc. and the
Old Kingdom, separated from Ancelstierre
by awall and magic and where * modern’
conveniences. engines, watches, etc.
don’t function. The characters are
convincing as they struggle to find
themselves and their inner strengths,
making mistakes along the way. And the
nasty zombies and the evil that drives
them, givesthetale agood creepy fedl.

If you haven't read Sabriel, do so and
then dive into this. They’ re both good. -
SueMartin

(cont’d on page 21)
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Hammerfall
by C.J.Cherryh
Eosbooks; 390 pp. $25

On adusty, water poor planet, Marak
starts off as just a desert raider who
happens to have visions: He and several
others. Heis rounded up, cast from his
family and sent to the city of Oburan to
facethella. She'sthetitular head of
government and religion and from her, all
blessings flow. And she wants to hear
what the voices say.

But what we discover isthat Marak and
hisfellow zaniesare NOT crazy but are
infected with sentient nanotechnology
and the “nanoceles’ want Marak and the
othersto find their creator.

Their creator has made distinct
nanoceles with a different agenda from the
nanoceles that Ila has given the people of
thisplanet. (I'm not sure whether llais
responsible for seeding the planet with all
life or has manipulated what is already
there))

The conflict between these sets of
nanotechnology is the heart of this
fascinating book.

Asaways, Cherryh creates an
interesting set of charactersin abelievable
world all desert sand and rocks with
precious water wellsfew and far between.

The novel iswithin the arc of novels that
deal with Cherryh’s“The Gene Wars.”
Ilasends Marak out to meet her
counterpart Luz and her companion lan
who have hunkered down in alanded
starship. (Aswith Ila, oneisn't certain
how long Luz and lan have been
planetside. With Ilait’s been hundreds of
years.) Once Marak and his band of

Tk
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visionaries reach the mysterious “tower”
they discover afertilevalley full of happy
people, plenty of water and green crops.
Luz tells Marak that he has yet another
quest to fulfill: He must return to Oburan
and convince llathat planetary-wide
destruction is headed for them. Not only

Since 1977
Adventure Gaming Headquarters
4500 E. Speedway Blvd.

Tucson, AZ 85712
520-326-7679

Role-playing Games, Card Games, Miniature War Games,
Board Games, Chess, Backgammon, Mahjong,
Comics & Jigsaw Puzzles

Store Specials

Most Collectible Cards Games are 10% off always!

Dungeon & Dragons Game Books by Wizards of the Coast
are 10% off always!

Games Workshop Boxed Games, Game Books and Citadel
Miniatures are 15% off always!
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that, he must become his people’s Moses
by convincing all of Oburan, the villages
and tribes inbetween to cometo Luz’
tower where they will be saved from an
impending “ hamerfall”, (acomet?a
massive bomb?). Thisdevicewill be
launched by athird party in thiswar, the
ondat. | have no ideawho the ondat are.
But they must be appeased. They are not
happy with the way things have been
going on this planet and | guess want to
wipethedlateclean. I'mnot real clear on
their motives. I'm not actually clear on
anyone's motives here.

Marak, though pulled between Luz and
I1a’s needs and plans, decides he will lead
his people to the promised land around the
starship before destruction overtakes
them.

The ensuing journey is exciting,
engrossing and very dramatic.

However, the ending was a bit muddied
and anticlimatic: We havethisbig build up
for thehammerfall and it occursandit’s
big and messy....and then, it'sayear later.
And there's snow. And nothing further
about Luz or lla or whether or not the
ondat are pleased or indifferent about the
results of their hammerfall or how many
people actually survived (Marak was
moving thousands across inhospitable
desert) and whether or not they actually
found paradise.

But perhapsthisisall for yet another
volume. - SueMartin

TheGreen Millennium
by FritzL eiber - Michael Griffin
Olmstead Press/E-Reads, $14.95

For cat lovers! A green cat hasthe
psychic power to make people happy, and
lots of peoplewant it. Lonely Phil Gish has
to contend with robots, fauns, secret
aliens, and the feds to rescue his cat. This
1953 novel isacharming social satire. The
USA isrun by Fun Incorporated and the
Federal Bureau of Loyalty. The Korean
War isinitsfiftieth year, making thetime
of thestory ... right now! - Michael Griffin

All'In Color For A Dime
KrausePublications, 272 pp., $14.95
TheComic-Book Book
KrausePublications, 368 pp., $14.95
both edited by Dick L upoff and Don
Thompson

This1970 book and its 1973 sequel till
make the best history of superhero comic
books. Whilereminiscing, each
contributor cites the most important things
to know. Authorsinclude Harlan Ellison,
Ron Goulart, Ted White, and Roy Thomas.
These reissues have new introductions,
illustrations, andindexes. - Michael
Griffin
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Club
Listings

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Please check your club
listing for errors. Please send corrections and
updates to the editor in writing or via email)

ADRIAN EMPIRE A medieval and
renaissance recreationist club. Sword-
fighting, arts, banquets, masquerades,
dances. meets every Wednesday night
from 7-10pm at Encanto Park. All are
welcome. Free. For details, call (602)582-
6990.

ARERIAL MIRAGE JUGGLINGCLUB
International Juggling Association affiliate
club meets 7-10pm Wednesday evenings
at Encanto Park. No dues, everyone
welcome. All levelsskill exchangein many
areasof object manipulation. Devils' Club
meets Fridays 5pm north of the Hayden
Library onthe ASU campus. For more
info, call (602) 585-7623, or write2326 E.
Electral ane, Phoenix, AZ 85024.

ARIZONA LANBASHERSLEAGUEA
collaboration of computer gaming
enthusiasts, the Arizona LANbashers
League throws quarterly LANparty
events. Between parties, support is given
to local groups who wish to advertise their
own gatherings. We have no set genre of
games and play anything from strategy
games to first-person shooters to driving/
flying simulations. No annual membership
isrequired and admission to an event
ranges from $5-$15. See our webpage for
current events. Email:
azlanbashers@earthling.net Web: http:/
www.gibbed.com/al VoiceMail: 602-306-
9339

THEAWAY TEAM: TheAway Team,isa
general sci-fi appreciation group that
meets once a month for discussion of
various sci-fi newsregarding several
mediumsto include: television, movies,
video, books, comics, magazines,
collecting, and so forth. The meetings are
comprised of news, review and comment,
BBS/computer newsand help, meeting
new members, video presentations, games,
and socializing fun! Food and drinks are
provided, viaa$3 munchiefee (per
meeting) to compensate the host. (No
other fees areinvolved.) The electronic
home of the Away Team, isthe Lightspeed
Space Station BBS at (520) 325-6674....
Member agesfor the group range from 13-
40-something with both male and female
members. Other activitiesinclude null-
modem link gamefests, group theater
movie viewings, convention trips and
more. Havesci-fi funin arelaxed, low-
structure environment. NO RUBBER EARS
ALLOWED!! For questions, you can call
the BBS, or writeto: LSSc/oR. Martin;
2522 N. Sparkman Blvd.; Tucson, AZ
85716

BASFA BagjaArizonaScienceFiction
Association, anon-profit organization.
Puts on TusCon Convention annually.

(Cont’d on page 22)

Page21



Club Listi NQS ( cont'd from page 21 )

Webpage: http://home.earthlink.net/~basfa
Emall: basfa@earthlink.net

CENTRALARIZONASPECULATIVE
FICTION SOCIETY,INC.(CASFS) The
non-profit corporation that puts on
CopperCon conventions, SmurfCons,
HexaCons, occasional regional cons, and
publishes Con-Notations. Best described
as SF/F generalists with a strong bent
towardsliterary SF/F. Guestswelcome -
meets at 8pm on the last Friday of each
month in January thru September and the
second Friday in October, November and
December at JB’s Restaurant, 2560 W.
Indian School in Phoenix, AZ. Write PO
Box 62613, Phoenix, AZ 85082-2613 or call
Stephanie L. Bannon (602)973-2341 for
information. Web www.casfs.org

THE DARK ONES (Dark-wunz) n. 1) An
organization formed for the expression and
exploration of various cultural themes
including, but not limited to, the Dark
Ages and the Renaissance through forms
of art including, but not limited to,
painting, drawing, writing, photography,
spoken word, and acts of characterization.
2) amember of thisorganization. 3) Infor-
mation available at www.darkones.org

DAYSTAR HOLT Arizona sfirstand
longest-running Elfquest fan club. Daystar
meetsto talk about EQ and related stuff,
develop characters, publish storiesin our
‘zine Playelf and create an annual
calendar. Other common interestsinclude
music, belly dance, camping and of course,
SF. Membershipisfree (18 or over) andis
attained by group vote after you attend
two meetings or holt-related get-togethers.
Meetings are usualy the first Saturday of
each month; for moreinfo, call Tomor
Janiceat (602) 581-2258. They havea
website up at http://members.home.net/
jeanderson/daystarholt.html

DESERT LURKERS Tucson based
Babylon 5 fan club. Meets and communi-
cates vialistserver over the Internet.
Anyone with e-mail access can subscribe
to the Desert Lurkers by sending e-mail to
b5-1-request@dragon.org and putting
“subscribe” (minus the quotation marks)
in the subject line. Interested people can
contact Alexander Goodrum at E-mail
address: goodrum@AZStarNet.com

THEEMPIRE OFCHIVALRY AND
STEEL, INC. TheEmpireof Chivalry and
Steel specializesinthegeneral recreation
of the culture of the Middle Ages
including all of the Art Forms, Events
(Feasts, Tournaments, Ceremonies and
Wars) and Combat Arts covering the years
of 800AD up to 1650AD and any location
within Europe or itsexplored territories.
For moreinformation contact Bart Smith
(Phoenix) (602)937-6995 or Leonard Bird
(Tucson) (520)742-2432

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF
JEDI KNIGHT SMembersof the Tatooine
Base have revised the International
Brotherhood of Jedi Knights, a not-for-
profit fan club dedicated to Star Wars.
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Membershipis$8.00 U.S. and/or $11.00
(Canadalforeign) and includes a
membership packet consisting of aone
year subscription to The New Jedi Times
(published 6 timesayear), membership
card, IBOJK charter & bylawsinformation
on Jedi studies and afree gift. Checks
should be made to either Patty Vance or
Elizabeth Laignel. For further information
send a self-addressed, stamped envelope
to: Thel.B.O.JK.; P. O. Box 5459; Glendale,
AZ 85312-5459; or call either Patty or Lilly
at (602) 843-8303. May the Force show you
the way of the Jedi!

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION
COUNCIL Meetsevery 1st and 3rd
Saturday of the month. Meeting at the
Westridge Mall (75th Ave. and Thomas
Rd. Phoenix, AZ. ThelFCisregimental
(Using Ranks and structured similarly to
ST) but has social events as well. Attends
local Creation And Trek Production Cons,
and ST Moviepremiers. POC for IFCisA/
Fleet Admiral John Nelson (602) 934-3987
or by voice mail (602) 409-7169 or c/o PO.
box 14370 Phoenix, AZ 85063-4370. E-Mail:
Bnelson502 @aol.com Membership
Approx 35-50. The Bi-Monthly newsletter
is Cactus Log.

THE JEDI KNIGHTSMeetingsarethe 3rd
Sunday of each month. For more
information call Carol Alves, Publicity,
(760)244-9593 or write Jedi Knights, c/o Jim
Lowerre, 12291 Meade Street, Garden
Grove, CA 92841-3629

LEPRECON, INC. Oneof thetwo Phoenix
area corporations that put on yearly
conventions. Best described as SF/F
generalistswith amain thrust into SF/F art.
Guestsarewelcome. Themeetingsare
quarterly on the second Saturday of
February, May, August & November
unless otherwise notified. August is the
annual meeting where board positions are
determined. For moreinformation, write PO
Box 26665, Tempe, AZ 85285 ; call Mike
Willmoth at (480) 945-6890 or Email:
mwillmoth@comupserve.com

MIB TheMeninBlack istheofficial
organization of field operativesfor Steve
Jackson Games. They attend local
conventions to demonstrate and promote
products of Steve Jackson Games. The
also schedule demosin local gaming
stores. If you have a gaming store or
convention that you would like to have
official Steve Jackson Games
representation at, please contact the MI1B
ArizonaCell Leader at
justjessie@mindspring.com.

THEPHOENIX FANTASY FILM
SOCIETY A Phoenix based club
interested in the entire realm of SF,
Fantasy and Horror film. PFFS hasbeenin
existencefor 25 years, meeting every 6
weeksin member’shomes. Duesare $10
per year. Membership includes newsl et-
ters, an annual film awards and various
outings. For information, contact PFFS,
P.O. Box 34023, Phoenix, AZ 85067 or cdll
David Storck at (602) 274 7404, e mail:
Menzeez@aol.com.

PHOENIX JAPANIMATION SOCIETY
Local chapter of Japani mation/general
animation oriented fans - meets monthly.
Membership isfree, though optional

monthly newsletter is$5/year or $.50 per
month. Call Tom Perry at (602) 996-2196 or
write 3241 E. Altadena, Phoenix, AZ 85028.

RAGE ACROSSTHE SOUTHWEST A
Live Action Theatre Troupe based out of
the ASU campusin Tempe, AZ. Itis
dedicated to the game Werewolf: The
Apocalypse by White Wolf publishing.
Contact MikeMcL aughlin at (602)461-5842
or write 1730 W EmelitaPlace #2025, Mesa
AZ85202-3144 or email to

warl ok @aztec.asu.edu

RAW GAMES(Role-players&
Wargamers, Inc.) Role-players&
Wargamers, Inc. isthe Valley'soldest role-
playing and wargaming club. Currently
meeting at 8159 W. Weldon in Phoenix
every Sunday from 3pm-9pm (except
during conventions and other special
events). Open to new members- call (602)
849-9515. WWW.rawgames.org

ROLEPLAYINGGAMESCLUB (RPGC)
Theofficial gaming club of Az. State
University. Activitiesinclude: live-action
roleplaying games, tabletop gaming,
conventions, parties, etc. General meetings
are open to the public and are held every
Friday at 6pminASU’sMemoria Union.
Duesare $5/semester. For moreinfo,
contact Michael McLaughlin, 1730 W.
Emelita#2025, Mesa, AZ 85202-3144, or
cal (602)464-3144; RPGC@asu.edu

SCIENCE FICTIONCONTINUUM

The Science Fiction Continuum: An
Independent Star Trek and Sci-Fi clubin
Phoenix, AZ. The SFCOM isan activeclub
that participatesin Loca Phoenix, and
Southwestern Star Trek and Sci-Fi
conventions and movies. The SFCOM has
threedifferent divisions. The SFCOM
itself, afree group where fun isthe name
of the game. The Deep Space SolarFlare
(DSSF) an active member clubinthe
International Federation of Treker’s(IFT).
This group is based on DS9 (a space
station). And the IKV Sto-Vo-Kor
(Independent Klingon Vessel). A Klingon
Bird of Prey, roaming the desert looking for
battle. Are the Fed s too soft, looking for
combat, feel the call to glory. Thisisthe
ship for you. Membership in the SFCOM
isfree! Tojoin DSSF or the Sto-Vo-Kor a
nominal feefor the national clubsinvolved
and uniforms. For further information
contact President John Nelson at (602)
409-7169 or on theinternet at;
BNelson502@aol .com or check out our
web site. http://www.thesfcom.com

SFACE (Speculative FictionAnd
Computer Enthusiasts) Phoenix College’'s
one and only connection to the worlds of
speculative fiction, including science
fiction, fantasy, and horror aswell astable
top, live action and internet gaming,
SFACE also serves as a guide through the
Internet - both teaching basic use and
utilizing as asource of speculativefiction.
For moreinfo contact Dr Ray Bromley at
bromley.ray@al.pc.maricopa.edu. The
SFACE Web siteisfound at
http://www.pc.maricopa.edu/departments/
studentact/organizations/sface/

SHADOWKEEP BBSIntelligent
conversation, avesome graphics,
stupendous door games, unworldly
filebank, RPG forums, QWK message
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system and online RPG BBS-moderated
games! Our BBSismainly RPG oriented
and we offer many servicesto GMs and
players. No fees necessary for users
who post intelligent messages! $5in
creditsto new users. Over 20
conferences and 10 doors to choose
from! Shadowkeep BBS- PCBoard 15.2/
M - USRobotics 28.8 Modem. Phoenix,
AZ (602)245-0919; Connect at 2400-
28300

THESOCIETY FORCREATIVE
ANACHRONISM Thekingdom of
Atenveldt doth lie in the state of
Arizona. Within thefair kingdom can be
found six Baronies: Atenveldt, Mons
Tonitrus, Twin Moons, SunDragon, Tir
Y sgithr and Ered Sul. For more
information on any of these or for
general information on thy past
tomorrows thou mayest contact
Mistress Myrddina o Dolwyddelan
(Terry Schwartz) PO Box 584, Sonaita
AZ 85637 (520)455-5835 Emall:
myrddinal @aol.com www.atenveldt.org

THE SOUTHWEST COSTUMER'’S
GUILD The Southwest Costumers Guild
is aloose organization of persons
interested in all facets of historical,
cultural, science fiction, fantasy, and
humor costume. Members are often
seen on stage and behind the scenes at
most local and regional Science Fiction
Convention masquerades. They meet
on the last Sun-day of each month at
various members homesin the greater
phoenix area. For details. Southwest
Costumers Guild, PO Box 39504,
Phoenix, AZ 85609 or call Randall
Whitlock at (602)995-7514, email:
costumers@casfs.org or Website: http:/
/members.aol.com/souwesgld/
guilg.html

STARBASE TUCSON TucsonArizona
based Star Trek club. For info call Geof
Wood at (520) 746-1822 or write
Starbase Tucson ; 3314 E. Benson Hwy
; Tucson AZ 85706.

Email:pegasi s409@aol .com

STONEHENGE BBSEnjoy over 60
online games including TradeWars
2002, StarFight, The Pit, Dirty Play,
Usurper, LORD, and Béttle Grid (new,
like Battletech). Topical message
boards, E-Mail, and Network Echoes.
1000's of filesto download: utilities,
games, GIF pictures, & moreevery day!
Stop by and give us atry at
Stonehenge BBS (602) 947-2223,
FidoNet 1:114/120, 300-9600bps, V.32/
V.42bis, 24 hoursaday.

TARDISTARDISisaPhoenix-based
General SF/Fantasy Fan Club,
specializingin International media SF/
Fantasy since 1983. TARDIS meets
every two weeks at different locations
around the valley. Activitiesinclude
watching videos, discussions, parties,
fund-raisers, auctions, games, camping
trips and outings. We aso maintain an
active presence at local conventions.
TARDIS publishesamonthly
informative newsletter, The Index File,
with anational circulationwhichis
included with membership. Annual

(cont’d on page 23)
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membershipisjust $12.50. You can contact
usat PO. Box 63191, Phoenix, AZ 85082-
3191, VoiceMail at (602) 864-0901, E-mail
TARDIS-Info@primenet.com or visit http:/
/www.primenet.com/~jgeorge/tardis.html

TEKWAR FAN CL UB Sanctioned by the
series’ production companies and the
USA Network! ItisTHE information
conduit between the fans and the series!
Fan club membership will bring you the
following 1) subscriptiontotheinfofilled
Tek Informer newsdletter; 2) official TekWar
Fan Club membership card and kit.
Membership isby regular mail only and
the newsdletter and materialswill not be
reproduced electronically. To join the
action and initiate your annual
membership, make check or money order
out for $12.50to: Official TekWar Fan Club
(Membership section), 2522 N Sparkman
Blvd., Tucson AZ 85716-2417

T.H.E.M.T.H.EM.isASU’ssciencefiction
and fantasy club. Weekly meetings are
held in the Memoria Union, with datesto
be announced after the semester starts.
For moreinformation, contact Erik
Wennstrom, email: ew@asu.edu Phone:
480-968-5257.To subscribeto our listserve,
send a message to them-
request@asu.edu.

TUCSON FANALLIANCE E-Mall
Addressis Bkoehler@Juno.com or
DMitchel 1@Juno.com.

Z-PHILESaretheariZonax-PHILES. We
maintain amailing list for newsand get-
togethers of fans of the X-Fileslivingin
Arizona. We get together in both the
Phoenix and Tucson areas. To subscribe,
send an empty message to z-philes-
subscribe@egroups.com

UNITED FEDERATION OFPHOENIX A
Phoenix area Star Trek and general SciFi
fan club. We are a social club that meets
every two weeks at various locations
around the Phoenix area. The UFP has
been meeting for over 20 years of
continuous activity. Dues are $10/per year
prorated when you join; no restrictions.

M embership includes membership roster
and monthly newsl etter. Come to any two
meetingsat no obligation. For information,
writethe UFP at PO Box 37224, Phoenix,
AZ 85069, or call Jim Strait at (602) 242-
9203. Web page: http://www.U-F-P.org or
Email to Info@U-F-P.org

UNITEDWHOVIANSOFTUCSON

A well-informed and very active Dr. Who
club. $15 yearly membership includesfour
issuesof their fanzine- TARDISTimeLore
- written by semi-pros and other dedicated
fans. For moreinformation, contact The
United Whovians of Tucson at P. O. Box
13541, Tucson, AZ 85732-3541. Also, you
can contact the president at

kfbuwot@aol .com or the UWOT
webmaster at unitedwhovians@aol.com
Web page at: http://www.azstarnet.com/
~hgadlng/uwotclub.htm
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Convention
Listings

Bubonicon 33 (Albuquerque, NM) August
24 - 26, 2001 Guest of Honor: Sarah
Zettel, Toastmaster S.M. Stirling Member-
ships: $20thru Feb. 14, 2001, Send All
Payments, Suggestions & Inquires To:
NM SF Conference, P.O. Box 37257,
Albuquerque, NM 87176 General Info:
(505) 266-8905 or (505) 232-2892 - Noonto
9:30pmArt Show: (505) 796-0933/ (505)
293-8671 Website: members.aol .com/
bubonicon

Copper Con 21 (Scottsdale, AZ) Sept 7-9,
2001 Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort.
Author Guest: Julian May; Artist Guest:
Mark Roland, Local Author: Diana
Gabaldon, Music Guest: Heather
Alexander. Membership $25thruDec 1,
2000, $30thruApril 1,2001, $35thruAug
1,2001, $40 at thedoor. Kids7-12 half
price, 6 and under free with paid adult
membership. Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort,
7601 E Indian Bend Road, Scottsdale, AZ
(480) 991-2400; Roomratesare $67 plustax
S/DITIQ, Suites$125 plustax. Info:
CopperCon 21, PO Box 62613, Phoenix, AZ
85082, Email: leigh@casfs.org Phone
(602)973-2341

ZonieCon 4 (Tucson, AZ) October 19-21,
2001 Best Western Executive Inn, 333 W.
Drachman, Tucson, Arizona85705 Memb:
$30 before 9/01/01, $35 at the door Info:
ZonieCon, POBOX 44285, Tucson, AZ
85733 Phone: (520) 327-0539 email:
calbeck@goodnet.com Web:
WWW.ZONiecon.org

THE 4hANNUAL DOC SAVAGE
CONVENTION (TempeAZ) November
3rd, 2001 1108 West Cornell, Tempe, AZ
Email: robsmalley@netvalue.net
Web: members.netval ue.net/robsmalley/
DocCon2001.html

What is CASFS?
What isreally behind putting on a
convention? What the funds raised by a
convention used for? Why not attend a
meeting and find out? We' re the sponsor of
ConNotations, CopperCons, HexaCons,
SmerfCons and other conventions. We are
a charitable, non-profit organization that
exists to further science fiction, fantasy
and sciencefieldsin Arizona. CASFS
currently meets at the JB’s Restaurant at
2560 W Indian School Rd in Phoenix (NW
corner of 1-17 and Indian School). The
meetings begin at 8PM and are held on the
last Friday of the month Jan. Through
Sept. And on the second Friday of the
month Oct through Dec. Everyoneis
invited to attend two meetings as a guest
(non-member). Membership rates are $12/
year plus an initial $3 application fee and
rates are pro-rated for the amount of the
year remaining. For moreinfo Call:
Stephanie L. Bannon (602)973-2341
Webpage: www.casfs.org email:
casfs@casfs.org

TusCon 28 (Tucson,AZ) November 9 11,
2001 at thereally spiffy InnSuites. GoH:
CheleseaQuinn Yarbo, AGoH: Newton
Ewell; TM: Ed Bryant. Eventsinclude:
Meet the Authors and Artists, Panels,
Readings, Video Room, Dealers Room, Art
Show, Game Room, LAN Computer
Gaming, Masgerade, Adult Masquerade,
and ConSuite. Memb: $35 until 5/20, $40
until 9/9, $45 after. Onedays: $15/30/15 (F/
S/S); kids6_12 half price. InnSuites, 475N
GranadaAvenue, Tucson, AZ 85701 (near
|_10and St Mary’sRoad) (520) 622_3000.
Reg Suites$69, 2 Rm Suites $79 (mention
“TusCon” to get these rates). Room rates
include areal breakfast! Info: TusCon 28,
PO Box 26822, Tucson, AZ 85726.
Webpage: http://home.earthlink.net/~basfa
Emall: basfa@earthlink.net

TheThirteenth Floor of Gallifrey One
(LosAngeles, CA) Feb 15-18, 2002 The
Airtel PlazaHotel, Los Angeles, CA
Guests: NicolaBryant, Carole Ann Ford,
Frazer HinesMemb: $35 thru 8/31/01, $40
thru 11/30/01, $45thru

1/31/02 and $50 at the door. Info: Gallifrey
Conventions, Post Office Box 3021, North
Hollywood, CA 91609

Email: infoegallifreyone.com
Web: www.gallifreyone.com

L epreCon 28, (Phoenix, AZ), May 17-19,
2002, Embassy Suites Phoenix North,
Artist Guest: Monte Moore, Author GoH:
Peter David, Music Guests: Jeff & Maya
K aatherine Bohnhoff, Memberships: $25
until 8/31/01, $30 until 1/31/02, $35 until 5/
05/02, $40 at the door. Kids9-12 1/2 price
(kids 6 & under free with adult admission)
Hotel: Embassy Suites Phoenix North, 2577
W. Greenway Rd. (602) 375-1777, Rates:
$79S/D, $89T, $99 Q Info: LepreCon 28,
PO Box 26665, Tempe, AZ 85285 Phone:
(480) 945-6890; Email:
lep28@leprecon.org

Web: www.leprecon.org/lep28

Wester Con 55: Conagerie (LosAngeles,
CA) July 4-7, 2002 Los Angeles Airport
Radisson Hotel, Los Angeles, CA

Author Goh: Harry Turtledove, Editor:
Beth Meachem, Fan: Robert Lichtman,
Artist: Ross Chamberlain

Memb: $60 through Feb 28, 2002 I nfo:
WesterCon 55, ¢/o SCIF, Inc., PO Box
8442, Van Nuys, CA 91409 Web:

L

~
S
is family
2560 W. Indian School Rd.
JB’s Family

Restaurant
wishes to thank
CASFS
for their patronage
over the years.

Our banquet room is
available for large groups.
Call to make reservations!

(602) 264-3608
K:&H-y ¥ Macaees Bordes

N JB’s
\/

Indian School Rd

27th Ave

=
—
=L

Wyvw.wedtercon.org/55 LY.

HexaCon 12 (Phoenix, AZ) July 26-28,
2002 Embassy Suites North Phoenix.
Arizona'sLargest Annual Gaming
Convention $25 at the door. Special
Thursday night events for pre-registered
membersonly. Info: Hexacon 12, PO Box
62613, Phoenix, AZ 85082 Phone: (602)
973-2341; Email:dyer@casfs.org

Copper Con 22, (Phoenix, AZ) Sept 6-8,
2002 Author GoH: BarbaraHambly;
MediaGoH: Mojo; L ocation: Embassy
SuitesNorth, Phoenix, Arizona Info:
CopperCon 22, PO Box 62613, Phoenix, AZ
85082, info@casfs.org or www.casfs.org

: Generic Convention Regestration Form :
! Name: !
I Badge Name: :
I Address: |
| City/State/zIP: I
I Phone: Email: :
| Enclosedis$ for membershipsfor |
I convention. |
I (Seecalendar for mailing address) |
| Moreinfoon__ Masquerade __ Art Show __Volunteer __ Other |

ConNotations
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Author Guest: Julian May
LLocal Author: Diana Gabaldon

Julian M ay author of Black Trillium,
Blood Trillium, Diamond Mask, Jack

the Bodiless, Magnificat, Perseus Spur,

Sky Trillium, TheAdversary, The

Golden Torc, The Many-Colored Land,

Metaconcert, The Nonborn King.

Mark Roland, artist, whose work
incudesthispiece:

MEMBERSHIP RATES:

$35 AUGUST 26, 2001
$40 THEREAFTER AND
AT THE DOOR
KIDs 7-12 HALF PRICE
KIDS 6 AND UNDER - FREE
WITH PAID ADULT
MEMBERSHIP
LIMIT OF 2 HALF-PRICE
CHILD MEMBERSHIPS
PER 1 PAID ADULT

Exclusively for cur
pre-registered
members: special events, fun
and surprises on the evening
of Thursday
Sept 6

Check out our Website at:
www .casfs.org/cucon

at the Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort, Scottsdale, AZ for

CopperCon 21

Annual Science Fiction & Fantasy Convention

September 7-9, 2001

Artist Guest: Mark Roland
Music Guest: Heather Alexander

Diana Gabaldon
- author of the
Outlander books:

Outlander,

Dragonflyin
Amber, Voyager
and Drumsof

Autumn

Heather
Alexander -
CdticMusician

EVENTS INCLUDE:

Art Show, Prints, Demos &

Auction
Anime
Panels

Consuite

Dealers Room
Video
Gaming
LARP
Filking
Modern Dance
Children’s
Programming
Masquerade
Meet the Pros
CharityAuction
to benefit
Reading is
Fundamental (RIF)
and

Best Friends Animal

Sanctuary

(Sponsored by the Phoenix Filk Circle)

SCHEDULED PARTICIPANTS FOR COPPERCON 21:
LIV MARGARETH ALVER, DAVID AYRES, JANET
BERLINER-GLUCKMAN, JOE BETHANCOURT, LARRY
DITiLLIO, DAVE DUNCAN, MEL GILDEN, STEPHEN
GOLDIN, FRANCIS HAMIT, THEA HARDY, CHARLENE
C. HARMON, PETER J. HECK, DAVID M.
HONIGSBERG, MICHAEL JOHNSON, KATHERINE
LAWRENCE, TERRY MCGARRY, SEAN MCMULLEN,
STEVE MILLER, LAURA J. MIXON-GOULD, YVONNE
NAVARRO, GERALD DAVID NORDLEY, DAVID
PERRINE, ANDREW POLLACK, IRENE RADFORD ,
GARY RAHAM, KIT TOWNSEND, RAY VUKCEVICH, DR.
DAvVID WILLIAMS, GAIL WOLFENDEN-STEIB, SARA
WRENCH, WILLIAM F. WU,, HENRY VANDERBILT,
LARRY VELA, JANINE ELLEN YOUNG

(All participants subject to change)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
WRITE:
COPPERCON 21
PO Box 62613
PHOENIX, AZ 85082
OR CALL (602)973-2341
EMAIL TO:
LEIGH@CASFS.ORG

Check out our ad
In the center of
thisissuefor
moreexciting
detalls

LOCATION INFO
HOLIDAY INN SUNSPREE
7601 E INDIAN BEND RD,
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85205

(480)991-2400

STANDARD: $67 S THRU Q SUITE:
$125STHRUQ
THOSE WHO PRE-REGISTER WITH
THE CONVENTION AND RESERVE A
HOTEL ROOM BY
AUGUST 26, 2001
ARE ELIGIBLE FOR OUR RAFFLE.
WINNERS GET A CHOICE OF
GOH DINNER FOR 2
FREE ROOM NIGHT
2 MEMBERSHIPS TO COPPERCON
22
THE SUNSPREE IS A NO PET
HOTEL. WE APOLOGIZE FOR THE

INCONVENIENCE.

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE MAKING
RESERVATIONS, CONTACT
STEPHANIE AT 602-973-2341 OR
STEPHANIE@CASFS.ORG




