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24 Frames

Movie News & Reviews
By LeeWhiteside

A short preview of The Lord of the Rings:
The Two Towerswill be added to the end

of The Fellowship of the Ring at the end
of March, giving the fans one more excuse
to see it on the big screen before it goes
away. Therewill betwo DV D releases of
the movie, one of the theatrical release of
the movie, likely in August and another
with lots of extrasaswell asaround 30 extra

Bl ™

Ian MKellen as Gadalf in Reter Jacksa's
IORD OF THE RINGS © 2001 New Line

minutesof filmfromthemovie. Anofficia
announcement from New Lineisexpected
shortly after presstime. In box officetotals,
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone has
moved into 7th placein all timebox office
grosswith $315 million although Lord of

(Cont’d on page9)

SF Tube Talk

TV News & Previews
By LeeWhiteside

X-FilesFinaleSeesMulder’sReturn
Once Chris Carter announced that
they would definitely end The X-Files
with this season, rumors sprang up about
whether David Duchovny wouldreturnas
Mulder beforethe end. He definitely will
be back, appearing in the series two hour
finale, “ TheTruth” , airing on May 19th.
Before we get to the end, we' ve got a

Amabeth Gish as Zgent Mmica Reyes an
THE X-FILES. © 2001 Fox

straight run of new episodes from the
beginning of April. “ Scary Monsters”
featuresalittle boy with avery vivid
imagination that Agent Harrison brings
Reyes and Doggett to when things look
to be more than normal. “ Improbable”
has Burt Reynolds guest starring as“Mr.
Burt”, amysterious guy who knows his
(Cont’d on page 10)

ReAnimation

AnimeReviews
By Craig L. Dyer

****xx  Sherlock Hound CaseFilel
AH! My GoddessTheMovie
NieA Under 7Volume3;
SayonaraBlues

NieA Under 7Volume4:
Under Seven Blues

*kk k%

*kk k%

*kk k%

** AmazingNurseNanako2:
Firecrackers

** AmazingNurseNanako 3:
TheL ast Spiral

Craig istaking thisissue off so we have a
few guest reviewersthistime.

Sherlock Hound CaseFilel
Pioneer, 125 mins,
DVD $29.98, G

Japanese director Hayao Miyazaki
(Totoro, Princess Mononoke), re-
populatesthe world of Sherlock Holmes
with anthropomorphic dogs. Thisisatwo
sided DV D with the Japanese soundtrack/
version on one side and the English
soundtrack/version since the English
versions have about 1 minute of extra
footage in each episode.

Thefirst four episodes of Sherlock
Hound were originally donein 1981 asa
Japanese produced show for Italian TV. It
gained new lifein 1984 with an additional
20 episodes produced for the TV Asahi
network.

(Cont’d on Page 15)
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FYI

BOOK DISCUSSI ON GROUPS
CASFSSponsored Groups

GLENDALEPUBLICLIBRARY:

1st Thursday of each month at 5959 W
BrowninGlendaleat 7PM

April 4: The Demolished Man by Alfred
Bester

May 2: TheHitchhiker’ sGuidetothe
Galaxy by Douglas Adams

June6: The Palace by Chelsea Quinn
Yarbro

For moreinformation onthe Glendale
group contact SueMartin at 623-939-7815

Pick up your copy of ConNotationsat
theselocations:

All About Booksand Comics

5060 N. Central, Phoenix, AZ (602)
277-0757

810S. Ash, Tempe, AZ (480) 858-
47

4022 E. Greenway, Phoenix, AZ (602)
494-1976

AmazingDiscoveries

2545 E Speedway #155, Tucson, AZ
(520)320-0338

Book Connection

6434 SMcClintock, Tempe (480) 820-
2953

Book ExchangePlus

2601 E Béell #14, Phoenix, AZ (602)
867-1018

BordersBook Stores

2402 E Camelback, Phoenix, AZ (602)
957-6600

870N 54th St, Chandler, AZ (480)
961-4915

1361 N. AlmaSchool Rd., Mesa, AZ
(480)833-2244

4555 E. CactusRd., Phoenix, AZ (602)
953-9699

7320W.Bédll Rd., Glendale, AZ (623)
4879110

699 SMill Ave, Tempe, AZ (480) 921-
8631

Discount Book 3650 W Glendale Ave,
Phoenix AZ (602) 589-0188
GameDepot 3136 SMcClintock
#11, Tempe, Az 85282 (480) 966-
4727

GameK egper

Metro Center Mall, 9617 N Metro
Pkwy W., Phoenix AZ (602)944-2073
Imperial Outpost

4212 W CactusRd #1111, Phoenix, AZ
(602) 862-9683

Michad’sMagic

3617 E Southern Ave #38, Mesa, AZ
(480) 325-7485

StalkingM oon Comics& Col-
lectibles

5775W Bell Rd#B-6, Glendale,
Arizona(602) 896-9992

ThingsFor Thinkers

4500 E Speedway Blvd#36, Tucson,
AZ (520)326-7679
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Other Book Groups

BORDERSOTHERWORLDSBOOK
DISCUSSIONGROUP

Third Thursday at Borders, 2402 E
Camelback at 6PM
April 18: TBA
May 16: TBA
For moreinfo contact Eric 602-957-6660 or
the-rock1@juno.com

BORDERSFANTASY & SCI-FI BOOK
DISCUSSION:

Fourth Wednesday at Borders, 7320 W
Bell RdinGlendale. at 7PM.
This group is on hiatus for November and
December and will resumein January.
April 24: Downbelow Station by C.J.
Cherryh
May 22: TheMummy by AnneRice
June 26: On Basilisk Station by David
Weber
July 24: Snow Crash by Neal Stephenson
August 28: Toreador by Stewart Wieck (A
Vampirethe Masquerade Clan Novel)
Sept 25: CanticleFor Leibowitz by Walter
Miller
Octaober 30: Passage by ConnieWillis
For detail scontact Tanya623-487-9110

PressRelease- New Radio Station

Thereisabrand new radio station on the
internet just about books, 24 hours a day,
7 daysaweek. It' scalled Book Crazy
Radio Network (BCRN) and hasprograms
about every kind of books, writing,
conspiracy theories, Dragons, Fantasy,
Science-Fiction, booksto movies, etc.
Programs schedules are available on the
website at www.bookcrazy.net just click
“listen live” and you can hear it.

FreeComicBook Day May 4th!

Yes, the comic industry (publishers, dis-
tributors and retailers) are holding a Free
Comic Book Day on Saturday, May 4th,
the day after the new Spiderman movie
opens. Thefour major publishers are each
offering up aspecial comic. Dark Horse
will have Star Wars Tales - A Jedi’s
Weapon, DC will have Justice League
Adventures#1, Marvel will have Ultimate
Spiderman #1 and Image Comicswill have
Tomb Raider #1/2. These and other free
comicswill beavailableat most comic
shops on Saturday May 4th. If you have't
been to acomic shop for awhile, thisisa
good timeto do so and if you are aregular
comics buyer, bring along afriend or two.
For moreinfo and a searchable database of
comic stores participating, go to
www.freecomi cbookday.com!

New M anuscript From DennisL.
McKiernan

Just anote to let you folks at
ConNotations know that | just last week
finished the manuscript for my mainstream
thriller _Lord of the Ravens . Itisnot
fantasy or sciencefiction, but atale (a
novel) that has been mentally bugging me
sincethe late 1980s, and | had to get it out
of the way so that | could get back to
writing my “normal” stuff. Also, recently |
turned in the manuscript for aGerman
anthology, whose theme is Dragons. This

CASFSBusinessReport

Supernal Readers,

CopperCon 21 has proved to be a
financial successwith $2561 coming back
to CASFS main after pass throughs and
close out. Added to the Success of
HexaCon thismakesthefuture of CASFS
look brighter than it hasin years.

$200 for the purchase of new locks was
approved at the February meeting. These
will be used for added security at the
dealers’ room and art show.

$510 for the purchase of 3000 badge clips
and laminates was also approved. The
cost per badge (including clip) will be
seventeen cents. Thisis very reasonable.

The sale of laminates and clips at cost to
LepreCon and Space Access was a so
approved. The fact that we supply the
other conventions makes possible the
mass purchases of materials and thus the
low per unit cost for all.

Wally has arranged the |oan of
computersto HexaCon and CopperCon
from ThePC Club. Thiswill permit
computer Gaming onamuch more
ambitious scale. Our thanks the two PC
Club storesfor their help.

Preparationsfor HexaCon 12 and
CopperCon 22 aremoving forward. Our
CopperCon Guests are Author Guest of
Honor, BarbaraHambly; Special Effects
Artist Guest of Honor, Mojo and Music
Guest of Honor, Jordin Kare.

Until Next Time
The Busy Scribe

© Sherlock

anthology is supposed to contain stories
by American, British, and German fantasy
authors. | have no idea who the publisher
is, nor do | know if it will makeit acrossto
this side of the ocean sometime in the
future. Aswell, thereisanew Thieves
World collection coming out from TOR
sometimein 2003 (1 think) and 1’1l havea
story in there, too. That manuscript has
already been accepted by the editor, Lynn
Abbey. I'm goofing off at the moment,
having finished that mainstream thriller,
the most researched book | have ever
done, and for me, that’s saying alot.
Regards,
Dennis

INFORMATION LINE: For uptodate
information on each month’ s CASFS and
fan sponsored sci-fi related events call
(602)973-2341 and select option 7 for apre-
recorded message. Thereisalso aweekly
email update. If you wish to receivethe
email update send your email addressto
Stephanie at leigh@casfs.org
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Gamea’sCorner

by Shane Irons
http://www.justgoplay.com

GamestoPut the" Family”
Back I ntoFamily GameNight

A grown up can simply only handle
playing Candy Land so many times before
they die of boredom. However, finding
games that are easy enough for the kids to
play, yet still offer just enough strategy to
keep mom and dad eager to play is no easy
task.

Luckily for usour very own US based
Rio Grande Games, hasreleased English
versions of three very impressive games
offering adecent level of strategy without
becoming overly complicated. Each game
is declared suitable for ages 10 and up;
however, assuming your child doesn't still
run therisk of eating small pieces (Or your
husbands for that matter) you should, with
alittle help, be ableto play with children
asyoung as 8 or more.

| know what you’ rethinking, if an
eight year old can play it how good can it
really be? Wefor starterslet’slook at the
latest 2001 Spiel Des Jahreswinner (that’s
German for gameof theyear) Car cassone
by Klaus-Jirgen Wrede. Note that this
was not the children’s game of the year,
but THE game of the year.

Inthistilelying game playersare
building the French city of Carcassone.
Each player begins hig/her turn by
drawing arandom city tile and then adding
it to the steadily growing city. They then
have the option of placing one of their
followers onto that tile in effort to score as
many points as possible.

Roads score one point for every tile
they pass through; cities score two points
per tile they cover (plus other bonuses for
shields), cloisters (little church buildings)
score one point for every tile that borders
immediately around them, and farms score
four points for each complete castle they
connect to.

Sound simple? Well, each player only
has 8 followers whom they do not get back
until their roads, cities, or cloisters, or
farmsarecompleted (For farmerswhich
score the most points that is the end of the
game). Still Simple?Well pointsfor each
item are only scored for the player with the
most followersin each city, on each road,
orineachfarmarea. Ok, still simple?Y ou
cannot simply place afollower into acity
with another player’ sfollower. Y ou must
placethemintheir ownindividual scoring
areaand then later play tilesin effort to
connect the areas together.

This all amounts to perhaps the most
fun, lighter strategy game currently
availableand all for about $20.00. All new
copies are supposed to come with afree
promotional expansionknown as“The
River Expansion” (makesurethishasbeen
printed on the front of the game box as
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some chain stores are still selling through
old warehouse stock). This expansion
basically givesyou alarger areato build
off of at the beginning of the game. Also
look for areally neat expansion coming
thissummer from Rio Grand entitled
“CarcassoneExpansion.”

Thisisdifferent than the River
Expansion. It includes piecesfor asixth
player, Onelargefollower that scoresa
time three bonus, Cathedral tiles that
double the score of acity (but make anon
complete city worthless), and an Inntile
used for adding a bonus to roads. Check
out http://www.riograndegames.comfor
moredetails.

On alighter note we must bring up one
of my personal favoritesFrank’sZoofrom
aGerman couple otherwise known as

Dorisand Frank. Thisisatrick taking card
game with both basic and advanced rules.
While the advanced rules may be slightly
confusing the basic rules are good enough

tomakethe$10

fromtheall-powerful killerwhalestothe
near worthless mosquitoes. Each animal is
clearly pictured thinking about all of the
animalsitisafraid of (of coursethekiller
whalesimply isn’t afraid of anything).

The skill of strategy enters play about
mid game. Thereareonly five of each
creature, most have several weaknesses,
however, some have only one. Now
remember who has what left and watch out
for the chameleon that acts asthe wild
card and can count as anything as long as
he’ splayedinapair. Oh and remember
those mosquitoes? They have a funny
little habit of thinking they’ re elephants
just when you least expect it.

Itwill definitely takeafew triesto
master the feel of this zoo. Just asa
warning you might want to buy at least
two copies as over the last few years my
copies aways manage to leave with our
company as they found it just too fun to
livewithout.

Finally wecannot forget Elfenland by
Alan Moon. Although this game leans
moretowardsthe 10 + agerange, it smply
cannot be over looked. It was the Spiel
DesJahreswinner in 1998 and it is still
currently selling strong.

In Elfenland playersaretrying to visit
every city on the board and manage to
return to their home city before the end of
four turns. Playersvisit each city by
moving their personal large traveling boot
marker by playing cards.

At the beginning of each round
playerslook at the eight cards they have
been given. They then take turns drawing
tokens that hopefully match the cards they
have drawn. Afterwards they take turns
placing them over variousterrain types.
For instance large traveling pigs may only
be used to travel over plains or through
forests. The other players are going to

need to travel across the same areas as
you do, so eventualy they may play tiles
that are less than desirable for you.

Don't worry because you can always
caravan to pass through any terrain with a
token for the huge cost of only three
cards. Of course you can always raft down
ariver, or useyour fallen treeto make
travel harder for that opponent. It'sreally
al up toyou.

After everyone has moved through
their cities and collected their town pieces,
all of thetilesareremoved, new cardsare
drawn and the round begins again. Players
|oose one town piece for every city they
are away from their home city, and the
player with the most town pieceswins.

Thereisaso an expansion for this
game, but it significantly increasesthe
playing time and may beto complicated for
younger children. It does, however, add in
the magician that |et’s each player
magically teleport to any city on the board
— but only once per game.

All of these games and more can be
found at your local gaming store and most
malls. Rio Grand hasalot of great games
to offer and most dealers would be more
than happy to run you through a demo.
Next issue we look at Magic Online. |
have spent the last month playing the
Beta version of this new Wizards of the
Coast game online and | will tell you just
what to expect. Until then send all
comments or questions to
shane@justgoplay.com and visit http://
www.justgoplay.com for detailed reviews
and pictures of other great board games.

cost of the
gameagreat
addition to any
family game
night. Thisis
currently our
group’s
favoritefinisher
game (thegame
we play when
our brain’sare
friedfrom
playing too
many intense
strategy
games).
InFrank’s
zoo playersare
simply trying to
empty their
hands of al of
their animal
cardsfirst.
However,
animalsrange

480-325-7485

5

SE Cormner Val Vista and Southemn
mesaman22@aol.com

N
Michael's Magic
Games & Collectibles
3617 E. Southern Ave,, #8

We also carry large lines of Miniatures, Card Games and Dice.

Miniatures | Card Games | Board Games | RPG Books | Books

Best Selection of Single Cards
for Magic the Gathering, L5R
Pokemon, DBZ and More

Over 400 Board Games, 1000's of RPG Books.
We carry a lot of hard fo find and out of print fitles.

&9
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Arizonain 2004
Westercon 57 Bid
July 2-5, 2004

Itis time for another Arizona Westercon.
Please support us and help us bring you the best Arizona Westercon of the new millennium.

Our site will be the beautiful
Wigwam Resort, 300 Wigwam Blvd, Litchfield Park, AZ
located just 20 minutes west of downtown Phoenix and 25 minutes
west of Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport.
All rooms overlook lush manicured gardens, golf course, tennis courts or pool
and are nestled amid 463 beautifully landscaped acres

The Wigwam is an award winning resort:
Mobil Guide Four Star Award,
AAA Four Diamond Award,
Mobil Guide Four Star Award — The Arizona Kitchen,
AAA Four Diamond — The Arizona Kitchen

Our Room rates are $105 which includes gratuity for
bellman, check in/out and maid service as well as unlimited
use of the Health Facilites, Valet and Resort Parking,
Bicycles, Shuttle to Wigwam Outlet Mall, Croquet, Putting
Green, Basketball Court and In-room Coffee

Time is getting short, the vote is just 3 months from now.
We need your support and votes to bring Westercon 57 to Arizona.

Pre-supporting memberships: $10

Friend of the Bid: $50 _ _
Includes voting fees at the 2002 Westercon and, if necessary, a supporting membership
in the LA 2002 Westercon

Bid Sponsor: $100
Includes all privileges of Friend of the Bid as well as free attendance, if desired,

at the Locus Magazine Awards Banquet when we win.

There will be a graduated scale of conversion to full membership in the Arizona 2004 Westercon
depending on the level of pre support.
Check our website at www.az-sf.org for more details.

We also are looking for fans and/or professionals interested in supporting the bid
by being an active member of the bid committee.
Please contact us at Arizona in 2004, PO Box 67457, Phoenix AZ 85082, Email: info@az-sf.org
Craig Dyer at (602)973-2341 - Email: chair@az-sf.org
or
Mike Willmoth at (480) 945-6890 - Email: mwillmoth@compuserve.com
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Musical Notes
by Tom Tuer ff

CeliaFarran: FireintheHead (***, self-
produced)

ScienceFictionfanscomein all
shapes, sizes and beliefs. And aside from
SF, it can be argued that we don’t really
haveall that much in common, except for
one other thing: aimost all of uslikelrish
music. Thefive or six of you who don’t
can stop reading now.

With that, | present to you Celia
Farran, afine singer of Irish descent who
hailsfrom that great old Irish town of
Milwaukee, WI. (Okay, BigBend, actually,
but close enough.) It’'s not surprising that
acity usually associated with beer has a
big Irish population. What' s surprising is
that | hadn’t heard of Farran before.

“Firein theHead” isacombination
of traditional and original tunes performed
on guitar with occasional other
accompaniment. When you perform songs
everybody’ s heard before, it helpsto come
up with arrangements that make them your
own, and Farran succeeds in spades here.

Theabum kicksoff with“ Maggie,” a
song I’ ve heard everybody from Irish
bands to bluegrass bands to as a slow,
mournful tune. Farran playsit up and fast,
almost turning it into a different song.

From afilk standpoint, Farran hasa
great song of her own on here called
“Gnomes,” about a human who suddenly
finds himself turned into agnome.

Farran hasavery nicevoice, similar to
Heather Alexander although not quite so
husky, and perfect for the material here.

| gotthisCD fromCeliaFarran
herself, when she stopped by Fiddlers
Dream open stage one Thursday night
after playing agig for one of thelocal Irish
societies. Sheimplied that she will be back
sometime, and | suggest you check her
out. In the meantime, you can pick up a
copy of this CD and her new one, a
collection of Irish stories, from her
website: www.celiafarran.bizland.com.
Tom Tuerff writes about filk and folk
music for ConNotations. If you have a CD
or tape you want reviewed, send it to
ConNotations or contact Tom directly at
ttuerff@aol.com.

© Sue Dawe
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Screening Room

TheTimeMachine
Dreamworks, 96 min, PG-13

If you are expecting aremake of the
1960 classic with Rod Taylor youwon't
find it here. What you will findisalove
story, an adventure and a tale of hope.

Alexander Hartdegen (Guy Pearce) has
anice ,home, ajob he enjoys and awoman
heloves (SiennaGuillory) until tragedy
strikes. Determined to change things Alex
lockshimself away in hislaboratory for
four years building atime machine. But he
finds he cannot change the past and
decides to seek his answer in the future,
stopping first in 2030 and then the extreme
future, 800,000 yearsinto thefuture. There
heis both heartened to find the gentle Eloi
and horrified to find that they are hunted
by the savage Morlocks.

While there are some elements that
seem to be missing (why does the Uber-
Morlock decideto let Alex return to the
past) some things are better handled than
intheearlier film. Inparticular, Alex’s
motivation for building thetimemachine
makes much more sense than the smple
scientific curiosity of theGeorgePal film.
And the actual time machine is gorgeous,
al thewhirling gearsand lights make it
seem plausible. We have the shop window
that shows us the passage of the years (a
tributeto George Pal’ s1960 film) and the
added delight of VVox (Orlando Jones), the
automated hologram that holds all
humanity’ s knowledge, adispensesitin a
throughly supercilious manner. The Eloi
villageisbeautiful to behold, especially
the night scenes. Thewholefilmisavisual
treat from 1890'sNew Y ork to theworld of
the Eloi and even the underground world
of the Morlocks.

| recommendthisfilm. | would enjoy
seeing it a second time in the theater and
will definitely purchaseit when it comes
outonDVD. - StephanieL Bannon

IceAge
Fox, 81 min, PG

A 20th Century Fox digital animation.
Directed by ChrisWedge. Starring voices
of Ray Ramano as Manny, John
Leguizamo as Sid, and DenisLeary as
Diego.

It's good to see Fox getting back into
animation features, after they closed thier
local animation studioit looked like
Disney/Pixar would have no competition at
al. It'sjust too bad that their first effort
was somewhat lackluster.

The plot centers around an irascible
wooly mammoth (with aheart of gold,
natch...), a goofy and hapless tree sloth
that can’t take no for an answer, and a
sneaky saber-toothed tiger with a hidden
agenda. These three band together to
save a human child and to escape a
coming ice age that seemsto be moving
with the speed of aMack truck. Soyou
take characters from Shrek and aplot
devicefrom Monstersinc., throw in some

ice and put the blender on high. Voila!!
Anime slushee! It probably only looks
derivative. Nobody would actually just
pull componentsfrom two highly
successful filmsjust to cash in, would
they? Nah.

That’ s just me being irascible but with
aheart of gold.

M acom-crazy pre-histaric saber-toothed
souirrel known as Scrat reacts to the aslaght
of a new ICE 2GE © 20th Century Fox

Ontheplusside; thekidswill likeita
lot. There are some good bitstoo. The
squirrel with it’ sacorn is ahoot,
reappearing now and then throughout the
film. The dodo bird sequenceis
wonderful. They should have made the
movie about dodo birds, 75 minutes of
goofy slapstick. “yeah, that’s the ticket. -
Scott Muir

ET: TheExtra-Terrigtrial -20anniversary
Universal, 120min. PG

Having not seen ET in the theater and
only parts of it on video thisgivesme a
unique perspective to write from. That said
here we go.

Twenty yearswould usually givea
very dated feel toafilm. ET holdsit’sown.
Y ou do not seem to be watching an old
film, as Star Warsfeels. Speilberg manages
to keep usin acurrent time framejust by
redoing minor details, not amajor
overhaul. We now see the law
enforcement carryingWalkie Talkies
instead of guns. Less traumatic to young
viewers? | would have to agree, although
itisP.C. We now seetheinside of the
spaceship, ET in the tub and instead of the
terrorist line on Halloween we hear “you’'re
not going to go as a hippy”, a good choice
due to how people are feeling right now,
but also P.C.

Thanksto CGI we now see better facial
movement for ET, amorerealistic Bike-
across-the-moon, and a new set of flying
bike sceneswith actor look-a-likesinstead
of puppets. Yes, they did do somere-
filming of the bikeswith replacement
actors. After all have you seen Henry
Thomas and Robert McNaughton lately, it
would beareal challengeto shrink themin
CGl.

Asamoviel would say it'san adults
aswell asakidsfilm. Many parentswill
want to seeit for themselves, not the kids.
It's fun, suspenseful, makes you happy
and sad all throughout the film. Y ou get to
see more of akids perspective of the
world, somethingwecanall learnfrom.
There is not the constant explosions,
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violence and language that has become
thehallmark of modernfilm. Speilberg &
Mathison relied on a script that can hold
it's own. They do not need to cover up
poor writing and big gapsin plot with
effects and violence. Also thereisonly
one line that could worry some parents.
Everyone who has never seen thisat a
theater should, you cannot get the full
effect fromthe TV set. Thevisual and
sound are sharp and effectively cleaned
up for our current timeframe. Theacting is
good and consistent and the characters
developed well throughout the film. The
flow of thefilm goessmoothly. Allinall |
had agreat experience. - Richar d Bolinski

TheCount Of MonteCristo
Touchstone, 132 min, PG-13

The Count Of Monte Cristo isthe
classic Alexandre Dumas story of an
innocent man, wrongly imprisoned, and
the vengeance he visits on those who
betrayed him. Jim Caviezel starsas
Edmond Dantes, asailor whoisfalsely
accused of treason by his best friend
Fernand (Guy Pearce) who covets
Edmond’ sfiancee Mercedes (Dagmara
Dominczyk). Condemned even though the
magistrate knows he isinnocent, Edmond
finds himself imprisoned in theinfamous
Chateau D’ lIf. Richard Harrisappearsasa
priest and fellow prisoner who not only
gives Edmond hope of escape as they
tunnel towards freedom, but also educates
Edmond in everything from math and
civicsto martial artsand table manners.

Escaping after thirteen years of
imprisonment, Edmond retrievesthe
treasure the priest’ sformer employer had
hidden on the island of Monte Cristo.
Using the treasure he goes to Paris as the
wealthy and mysterious Count of Monte
Cristo. Introducing himself into the midst
of French nobility he thus sets into motion
his plans for revenge.

At dlightly over 2 hoursthisfilm's
pace is slow. The scenes in the prison are
realistically drab and colorless, though the
cells seemincredibly clean and the guards
incredibly inattentive. Partsof thefilmare
visually stunning, the barren landscape
and high cliffs of the prison island, the
deserted villaand it surrounding field, the
carnival in Rome, and, the piecede
resistance, the Count’s introduction to
Paris high society which includes
fireworks, ahot air balloon, servantsin
golden turbans and exatic garb for the
Count.

Thisisnot an action film, those
expecting something along the lines of The
Three Musketeerswill be disappointed.
What we have here is a character study as
Edmond grows from an innocent and
trusting young man into acynical revenge
driven man and finally into aman who
recognizesthefolly of revenge asit aimost
costshimall heholdsdear. All inall it was
an enjoyable evening at the theater and,
whilel won't go seeit again in the theater,
| look forwardtoitsreleaseon DVD. -
StephanieL Bannon
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Pro Notes

by Daryl F. Mallet

Hi, folks. It sbeen awhile sincethis
column has appeared, and much has
changed inthe world sincethen. I'm
happy to say that everyone | know in SF/
F/H-ness and the SCA made it through
Sept. 11" unscathed...physicaly, at least.

In other news, | did NOT moveto
Minneapolis/St. Paul in October, as| was
planning. Looong story there...the
CliffNotes version is that the reasons for
not going are sad, but I’ ve ended up being
glad | stayed in Arizona.

Thanks, as always, to everyone who
sent me material for thiscolumn. Good to
hear fromyouall. If I’ ve missed anyone,
please forward my contact info
(sfwriter0O0@aol .com) to them that they
might writeme also. Ad Astral
LOCAL NEWS

Paul Cook writesthat he hasreceived
“agrant fromthe College of Liberal Artsat
ASU to design, then ultimately teach, a
fully on-line sciencefiction course. I'm
doing my own Web page design, links,
etc. I'll be teaching ahybrid of that course
thisfirst summer session at ASU.”

Former Arizonaphotojournalist
Kimberli DiM ar ereturnedto Phoenix in
March for a photo-tour of the state,
working with the MediaRel ations
Manager of the Greater Phoenix
Convention & Visitors Bureau. Sheis
working currently with http://
www.videohometours.com.

Alan Dean Foster writesthat he has
sold short story “Ali Babette” to DAW for
inclusion in the anthology Fairy Tales.
“Tuvalu, South Pacific,” an articleon his
visit and exploratory diving there last
October, isin the current issue of
Under current magazine. Easton Press,
which has previously published Dirge and
A Call to Arms, is next going to do The
Mocking Program, the upcoming (August
2002) MontezumaStrip novel. “ Should be
ahandsometome. | have nearly finished
the outlineto Sar Brake, the Flinx & Pip
novel that follows Reunion and precedes
Bloodhype, and expect to start work on
the novel itself before the end of the
month [February]. | can tell you that
certain characters from previous eventsin
Flinx’ slife put in appearances; some
significantly. So do certain actual
astronomical objects. Wildside Press, the
good folks who have done new editions of
The Man Who Used the Universe, Into the
Out Of, and To the Vanishing Point, will
bereprinting my large historical novel
Maori. Wildside Press books are available
directly fromtheir ownwebsite (seeLinks)
or from Amazon or Barnes& Noble's
Websites. My newest collection of short
fiction, Impossible Places, containing an
original Flinx & Pip short story,
“Sideshow,” will be an August release
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from Del Rey. Thethird and final book of
“The Founding of the Commonwealth,”
Diuturnity’s Dawn, will be released on the
27th of [February]. Thefirst novel setin
the near-future of the Montezuma Strip,
The Mocking Program, will bea
September book from Warner.

Bill Hartmann writes: “I’ mcurrently
working on a nonfiction book about Mars
fromWorkman PublishinginNY, and aso
have a second novel under contract with
TOR/Forge Booksin NY—anovel about
the Southwest that combines a modern
story with aparallel story set in the 1500s
during Coronado’ s expedition, the first
European look at what is now the
southwest United States and northern
Mexico.”

KatherineL awrenceispleasedto
announce that her first hardbound book
was released in January 2002. Part of the
“Martial Arts Masters’ series from Rosen
Publishing, it istitled Jean-Claude van
Damme, andisaY A bio of the actor/
martial artist. From dreamstothe
harshness of reality, the book hides none
of the problems that have hit the news, but
highlights the man who turned the title of
hisfirst featureroleinto alifestyle: “No
Retreat, No Surrender.”

Daryl F.Mallett isfinishingup
copyediting on Things in Revolt by Lev
Lunts, trandated by Gary Kern for Xenos
Press; copyediting on Wail!, by Beat
writer Brio Burgessfor hisown Angel
Enterprises/Jacob’ s Ladder Booksimprint;
and on aclassic pulp fiction magazine for
Gary Lovisi at Gryphon Books. Heisalso
writing a handful of essays for Vocational
Biographies, The International Directory
of Company Histories, and The
International Research Center. After that,
hewill finishwork on three books: George
Fox: Friend for Christ, a spec book on the
life of the Quaker Church founder; a
bibliography of Robin Hood andworks
dealing with the famed outlaw; and on
Like the Awesome Gleam of Crystal, a
derivativework based onthe 1954 E. C.
Tubb SFnovel AlienLife.

Earl W. Parrish writes: “My short
story “Last Chances’” was published the
first week of Feb. 2002 as part of the
Extremes 4: Darkest Africa anthology by
Brian Hopkinsfrom LoneWolf Publishing
(http://www.lonewolfpubs.com). Thisisa
signed, limited edition work and the
“Extremes’ anthology series has been
nominated for the Bram Stoker Award of
theHorror Writersof America.”

Jennifer Rober son writes: “ Sword-
Sworn, the sixth—and final—" Sword-
Dancer” novel, debuted in hardcover a
month ago, and will be afeatured selection
inthe SFBC. A screenwriter has an option
on and is currently shopping the first
novel in the series, Svord-Dancer, to
various studios. I' ve been busy writing
short stories for awhole slew of various
fantasy anthologies, including one edited
by Mike Resnick featuring F/SF stories
by women who write as men; for DAW

Books' 30th Anniversary Fantasy
Anthology; plus the Murder and Magic
anthology, one featuring F/SF stories
about dogs, and anovellafor aromantic F/
SF anthology featuring authors from the F/
SF and romance genres. I’ m also working
on thefirst volumein my new “Karavans’
fantasy universe, to be published by
DAW. I’'m set to be GoH at Roc*Konin
LittleRock, AR; Iconinlowa, andtheLife,
TheUniverse, & Everything Symposiumin
Salt Lake City next year, and will attend
ConJose for Worldcon this year. In dog
news, | continue to show and breed
Cardigan Welsh Corgis, and the
household now numbers 10 dogs and 2
cats. | also returned to my roots by adding
ahorseto the menagerie, aLipizzan
gelding, and now enjoy rides in the forests
surrounding the San Francisco Peaks. |
attended my high school’s (Central, in
Phoenix) 30th reunion in October. | hope
to raft the Grand Canyon this summer, and
to visit Australiaand New Zealand next
year.”

Ken St. Andrewrites: “| have started a
specia club for Tunnels & Trollsfans
caled“TheTrollishElite.” Thereare
unusual benefitsfor joining. All gory
detailsare online at: http://
www.angelfire.com/az3/trollgod. Also, I’ ve
been published again in The Scribner
Encyclopedia of American Lives, Vol. 5:
Notable Americans Who Died Between
1997 and 1999. | have two articles, one
on Jeanne Dixon and the other on Carlos
Castaneda. Additionaly, I’'monthe
SFWA Nebulanovel jury thisyear.
Authors who hope to end up on the
Nebulafinal ballot for next year should get
acopy of their booksto me.” Ken can be
contacted at korak @aztec.asu.edu.

Artist Annette Sexton-Ruizison
“creative hiatus’ which “will end soon!”

Janni Lee Simner writes: “1 published
two short stories in young adult hardcover
anthologiesthisfal: “Water' sEdge,” in
Half Human (Scholastic Press; Bruce
Coville, editor) and“Hanukkah Light” in
Ghosts and Golems (Jewish Publication
Society, Malka Penn, editor). | alsosold a
short story to a can of coffee; “One Wish”
appeared on Storyhouse.com’s
subscription coffee cansin December.”

JohnVornholt writes: “I’ vegot two
books coming out soon: On March 26, my
third “Dinotopia’ novel, Dol phin Watch,
which coincideswiththe ABC mini-series
and next season’s “Dinotopia” series; it's
published by Random House. In August,
my fantasy novel for kids, The Troll King,
comesout from Aladdin Books. I'll be at
LepreCon, too.”

Catherine Wellswrites. “My short
story “‘Bassador” was included in the
anthology Redshift: Extreme Visions of
Soeculative Fiction from Penguin-Putnam
(2001), edited by Bram Stoker Award
winner Al Sarrantonio. I’'veasohada
couple of short storiesin Realms of
Fantasy recently, “Artie' s Angels’ in the
December 2001 issueand “ The Sea-Maid”
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inthe February 2002 issue. Thissummer,
I'll be going to the British Isles, where |
hope to do alittle research for anew novel
about that 11th century Viking/Scottish
lord, Thorfinnthe Great.”

OTHERNEWS

Brian W. Aldisswrites: “For me, this
isatime of preparation. | have now begun
work on three books: A nonfiction book
on human consciousness (and therefore
on electronic consciousness), a science
fiction novel of asociety whereremedial
medicine hastaken off, and a
contemporary novel of ideas, centering
‘round a church where the community—
consisting mainly of atheists—celebrate
its 1,500 years of existence. Now | can’'t
decide which book to work on. | have
painted myself into a corner, or at least a
viciouscircle, or maybeaviciouscorner...
In May, my new SF novel, Super-State,
will bepublished by Little Brown. But
beforethat | shall be at the [International ]
Conference for the Fantastic [in the Arts]
(ICFA)inFlorida.”

Mike Ashley writes: “ The biography
of Alger non Blackwood was publishedin
the U.K. in November (as Starlight Man)
and in the U.S. in January (as Algernon
Blackwood: An Extraordinary Life). I've
recently finished A Mammoth
Encyclopedia of Modern Crime Fiction—
expecting proofs soon, and that’s to be
publishedin June. I’ mjust delivering
another historical crimefiction anthology,
The Mammoth Book of Ancient Egyptian
Whodunnits, and about to start on the
final volume of my revised “History of the
SF Magazine,” this one called Gatewaysto
Forever. I've also signed two contracts
withtheBritish Library, both directly
related. Oneisfor a Guide to the British
Popular Fiction Magazines, 1880-1950,
which| shall bewritingwith David
Pringle. Theother isfor asix-volume
Index to the British Popular Fiction
Magazines, which | shall be doing over
thenext six yearswith Bill Contento. The
Guide isto be delivered at the end of this
year.” Ashley was also named the 2002
Pilgrim Award winner, and will be
presented with the accolade at the 2002
SFRA Conference, to beheldin Junein
Scotland.

Marleen S.Barr writes: “I marriedan
alien.” Although the xenological
categorization of her husband may bein
doubt, she DID get married recently... She
alsowrites: “ Asyou may know, we[Carl
Freedman and 1] arecoordinating a
forthcoming issue of PMLA devoted to the
special topic, “ Science Fiction and Literary
Studies: TheNext Millennium.” If you
have not yet submitted an article, we hope
you will consider doing so. A detailed
description of the special topic may be
found in any current issue of the journal,
but—in brief—articles on any aspect of
sciencefiction, writtenfromany critical
viewpoint, arewelcome. Theissue

(Cont’d on page7)
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ConClusion

Gallifrey One, A Review
by MikeWillmoth

Asmany readersknow, Gallifrey One
isthe home planet for Dr. Who, that
infamous BB C sciencefiction character
that their long-running show is named
after. It isalso amedia convention in the
LosAngeles, California, areaheld every
year around Presidents’ Day Weekend.
Recently, it has been at the Van Nuys
airport (Airtel PlazaHotel). Thisyear was
no exception. It ran Friday February 15
through Monday February 18, 2002.

Seeing as how it wastheir 13th annual
convention, the official title was The 13th
Floor of Gallifrey One. Chairing the event
for thefirst timewas Diana Dougherty and
Programming was headed by Shaun L yon.
Guests-of-Honor were Frazer Hines
(JamieM cCrimmon, DW companion),
CaroleAnn Ford (Susan Foreman, DW
granddaughter) and Anneke Wills (DW
companion). They also featured Virginia
Hey (Farscape- Zhaan), MiraFurlan
(Babylon 5 - Delenn), Judson Scott
(Babylon 5- Knight One), Gordon
Michael Woolvett (Andromeda- Harper),
M aggie Stables (Professor Evelyn Smythe,
DW audio companion), Celeste Y arnall
(Star Trek: TheOriginal SeriesY eoman
MarthalLandon), Bob May (Lostin Space-
therobot), Julie Caitlin Brown (Babylon
5-Na Toth), MarjorieM onaghan
(Babylon 5 - Number One Mars
Resistance), M oj o (past L epreCon GoH
and upcoming CopperCon GoH), Beata
Pozniak (B5- President Luchenko),
CarrieDobro(Crusade- Dureena),
Stephen Austin (B5- Pak’ mara
Ambassador), Ashley Miller (Andromeda
writing staff), Jill Sherwin (Andromeda
story writer), and awhole slew of other
folks.

Because of our schedule this year we
couldn’t stay for the whole Monday
schedule. So, my family and | drove over
from Phoenix in about 6 hours on
Thursday afternoon. After checking into
the hotel |1 wandered around to find
anyone who might be doing something
con-related, but there wasn't much yet. |
refreshed myself with the layout of the
function space. The hotel has space on
the ground floor with most of theroomsin
the south section and some in the north.
To the south isthe large programming
room the con called Hellmouth. Next to
that wasthe Art Show in Summers Gallery.
Acrossthe hallway were the Video
Lounge (theLibrary), Green Room was, of
coursg, in Lorne Green Room, The
Initiative held more programming, Pylea
had the con office and the freebie tables
along with fan tables out in the open in the
Cemetery. Registration was near the
hotel’ sreg desk in Wolfram & Hart,
Consuitein Caritas and another Initiative
across from Consuite for more
programming (which | found later wasa
typo, but can’t remember the darn room
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name). Across the courtyard to the north
wereUC Sunnydale(programming) and
TheMagic Box for DealersRoom. They
also had autographing tables in the foyer
outside the latter two.

BBV Presentation #1 started
programming along with Episodell: Attack
of the Lucasfilm Marketing Machine.
Various Doctor Who videosran all
weekendintheLibrary. GoHstalk came
next along with Hogwarts Academy High.
Dan Freedman talked about BBC Online's
new DW internet webcast story and We're
Takin’ TimeLords covered how these
characters evolved over the years. |
especially enjoyed Chronotrip which wasa
new documentary from director/producer
Jeff Cioletti and Far Away Discourse
Productions exploring sciencefiction,
science and metaphysics of time travel.
Cooler Britanniadiscussed Britishtv, Eric
Hoffman presented aGoH Retrospective,
Opening Ceremoniesgavetheir new chair
achance to embarrass herself in public big
time up on stage, the Ice Cream Social of
Doom was cleared out by thetime | madeit
by and the Haunted House Party
(complete with maze entrance and
screaming demons) was interesting for
awhileuntil thefolks| knew had wandered
off and there was no oneto really chat
with.

| visited Consuite without much
fanfare, so to speak. They had candy corn
and other Halloween treats with some
chips and dip, cookies, peanut butter for
sandwiches, and soft drinks. Occasionally,
throughout the con, they had hot food,
but | usually missed it being too early to
serve or too late to find. For dinner we
went offsiteto Dr. Hogly Wogly’s Tyler
Texas Style Barbecue for beef brisket and
ribs. | stopped in the Art Show during
setup and asked for a bidder number, but
they weren’t ready to hand them out yet
and | never got back. Asit turned out my
wife did and we came home with numerous
pieces of artwork. | found only one party
Friday night and it was primarily aBuffy
theVVampire Slayer fan group.

Saturday offered more serious program
options. David J. Howe presented alook at
the new DW novella series. Into the Mines
of Moriadiscussed the Lord of the Rings
movie versus the books. Denizens of
rec.arts.drwho, Jade Pagoda and the
Y ahoo groups gathered for areality mixer.
TheL adiesof Babylon (Brown,

M onaghan, Dobr o and Pozniak) talked
about their experiencesworking inthe B5
universe. Reeltime Pictures showed a
documentary about last year’ s Gallifrey
con. M oj otalked about moreamazing
special effects as he's now freelancing his
work and creating a coffee table book of
shots. Mira Furlan was supposed to do a
Q&A, but had asick child and only signed
autographs. Writing SFfor TV had Marc
Scott Zicree (Outer Limits) and hiswife
Elaine(asoOL), Carleton Eastlake(OL),
Emily Skopov (Xena, Andromeda) and
Jim Swallow (ST:Voyager) chatting about
writingfor American SFTV. IntotheBBC

Archives brought up details about what
they have, what' smissing, DV Ds, etc.

My Babylon Memories had some of
the minor actorstalk about their BS
experiences. Paul Cor nell talked about
writing in aworkshop-type discussion.
Several groups showed their fan videos.
Andromeda tv show had a fan gathering
that | missed, but heard good things about
afterward. VirginiaHey gaveaQ&A and
was very nice, learning about her makeup
problem, etc. Big Finish Productions
actors discussed their audio company.
Hitchhikers’ GuidewasshownonDVD.
Companions Who Never Were talked
about characters who never became
companions and were compared to those
who were. After Japanese food for dinner
(wonderful soy-based soup with pork and
vegetables) at Kyushu Ramen | caught
most of the Cabaret entertainment, leaving
only when the energy seemed to die down.
The dance was quite lively and | watched
it for sometime from the shadows and
chatted with others who didn’t dance.
There must have been 4 dozen folks on the
floor, including Phoenix’ sown Chiglet.
And tonight at least there were parties,
including ConDor (thefollowing weekend
in San Diego) withaMardi Grastheme
complete with beads and Cajun cuisine.
The other party next door was watching
the Olympics and wasn’t very interesting
at al, but had good drink. Sunday brought
what | thought would be Video Trailers,
but turned out to skip that entirely and
show somebizarrely boring stuff fromBBC
previews. | had to leave early sinceit was
driving me nuts! Farscapin’ Across the
Universe offered a discussion into this
strange, but successful, TV show. Bob
M ay talked about hisrobot experienceson
Lost in Space and Fan-dromedatalked
more about the second season of this sf
show. The Andromeda Writers Panel was
combined with the Woolvett Q& A as they
also showed upwithK eith Hamilton Cobb
(Tyr) from the show. The questions were
rather thoughtful and covered the changes
sinceformer Executive Producer Robert
Hewitt Wolfedeparted, Trance’ snew
color scheme, K evin Sorbo’ sinput into the
writing, and the future of the show in
genera. All inall | wasinspired for its
future and found the two actors in person
to be very much like that on screen with
their unique chemistry. Angel
Investigations talked about the Buffy
clone show. Hey did another Q& A. A
Charity Auction benefitted the American
Red Cross.

After dinner for pizzaat Ameci’ swe
headed back for the Costume Contest with
afew good entries, mostly no big deal.
The Weakest Time-Link was aparody on
the popular tv show. They had another
dance which was not as well attended as
Saturday, but still interesting to behold.
The funniest thing was when akid fell to
the carpet in the doorway so someone
could outline him with masking tape. It
seems they had a problem keeping folks
from standing near the doorway and
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thought thiswould help rid them of thefire
marshal problem. Itdidn’twork well. There
wasn’'t much in the way of parties, but |
stumbled acrossthe Slipstream Suite. It
was so titled because of the web site
www.slipstreambbs.com which discusses
the Andromedatv show. | introduced
myself and waswelcomed in by Lil. She
then asked me my impressions of the
show, how it was changing, etc.
Discussion ensued with several members
getting loud and boisterous. In the end the
suite was shut down after several
arguments. | understand that they moved
to aprivate room afterward, but | wasn't
invited to attend so | just left. After
visiting the site I’ ve found they’ ve
patched things up and gone on with
friendly discussions, but it was rather
interesting for awhile.

Monday we had to head home, so
didn’t get to catch much. They held a
Cricket Match sinceit only rained once
during the entire con. More GoH Q& As.
The Art Show Auction was a success.
DW Book Roundup: Fans' Point of View
talked about the various BBC novels over
the years. An Enterprise of Paramount
Importance covered the new Star Trek
show and the Closing Ceremonies
wrapped up the con after we left. We
arrived home in the mid evening to chores
and getting back to normal life once again.

In the Dealers Room they had Alien
Entertainment, AmbrosiaComics&
Collectibles, BeataPozniak, Big Finish
Productions/ Ministry of Sound & Vision,
Bob May & Company, BBV Productions/
Bill Baggs, Cargo Cult Books, Celestial
Pets/ Celeste Y arnall, Earthdaughter Arts,
Jerry Ohlmeier’ sMovieMemorabilia, John
McElroy Books, KatarraKreations, Sci-Fi
Zone, Therri Moore Designsand A
Wrinklein Time. We bought some books
(B5: Technomagetrilogy), t-shirts(mostly
B5) and some nutrientsfor our petsfrom
Celeste. We hope to switch our pets off
processed foods entirely with any luck.
Art Show had Anneke Wills, Barbara
Fister-Lilitz, Susan Gleason,Mary
Hanson-Roberts, SherrieHolbrook, M .J.
Jewell, Frank Liltz, AnneMacko, Stanley
Morrison, Betsy Mott, Jenny Parks, Nene
Thomas,KarenL.Venn, Cathy Wappéel
and JamesWappel. | saw somereally neat
stuff in there thisyear, but alas| didn’t bid
onanything (unlikemy wife). Some of the
fan videosincluded The Hidden Face from
Timebase Productions, The Masters of
Luxor from TSEntertainment Production,
Deep Undercurrentsfrom Back To Reality
Productions, Hidden Secrets: The Fine
LineBetween Good and Evil from
Homegrown Productions, The TimeLord
fromU.N.C.L.E. fromtheFederation, and
2001: A Space Oddity from the United
Federation of Phoenix!

That'sit for another Gallifrey One
convention. If you have any questions or
comments, or would like moredetail than
I’ ve offered here, please let me know at
mwillmoth@compuserve.com or 480-945-
6890.
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Videophile

BuenaVista, 105 mins
VHS$103.99, DVD $32.99, PG-13

I’ll admit up front that | have no ideaif
thisis afaithful adaptation of the book
since | read Robinson Crusoe so many
yearsago I'd rather not go intoit. Thisfilm
isal1996 releasethat | don’t remember
seeing in the theaters.

We begin the actual story of Robinson
Crusoe (Pierce Brosnan) in Scotland where
he fights a duel with and kills his best
friend over awoman they both love.
Fleeing Scotland to avoid the retribution
of hisfriend’ s family, Robinson sets out to
sail around the world on a great adventure.
All goeswell for thefirst year but then
thereisatropical storm that wrecksthe
ship and maroons Robinson alone on an
island. He scavenges al the necessary
itemsfor survival from the shipwreck
including the captain’s dog and sets about
learning how to survive.

After he has been on thisisland for a
year natives show up and he intervenes as
they perform human sacrificeto their god.
Only one victim escapes and eventually he
becomes first Robinson’s servant and
then hisfriend, Friday (William Takaku)
They learn from each other and eventually
eachiswillingto givehislifefor the other.

The story is ok but seems to address
most issuesin arather superficial manner.
For some unexplained reason the natives
leave Robinson’sisland alone for over a
year then they tend to drop in with great
regularity. The relationship between the
two men is probably realistic since Friday
is not automatically submissiveto
Robinson at al times, they have severa
disagreements, the most divisiveis over
religion. That Robinson comes to question
his Christian faith and accept that there
may well be other paths to god, though
realistic for hissituation, might be
offensiveto some. All inall I'd givethisa
B+. - Stephaniel Bannon

Soul SurvivorsTheKiller Cut
Artisan,85min
VHS, $59.99, DVD $24.98, R

Freshman Cassie (M elissaSagemiller),
her boyfriend Sean (Casey Affleck), her
best friends Annabel (ElizaDushku - Faith
from Buffy theVampire Slayer) and Matt
(Wes Bentley) celebrate the beginning of
college. On theway homethey are
involved in aterrible car accident.

Cassie starts college but sheis
haunted by visions of the frightening men
she saw at the party aswell as being in the
hospital and undergoing surgery.

Wasit really an accident? Who really
survived? Is college and illusion? There
are strange people in masksfollowing
Cassie, we skip back and forth from
college to the hospital and we can’t be
surewhat isreal and what isn't.

This seems rather typical of the genre,
ok for aviewing but probably not arepeat
viewing. Itisnotablefor Buffy The
Vampire Slayer fanssince ElizaDushku
plays the part of Annabel. The cover
states that this version is different from
the theatrical release but since | didn’t see
it in the theater | can’t say what has been
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added. TheDVD hasalot of extrafeatures
that include deleted scenes, a“Making
Of” featurette, the obligatory theatrical
trailer and an animated storyboard. -
Stephaniel Bannon

RecessChristmas:
Miracleon Third Street
Disney, 65 mins
VHS$22.99, DVD $29.99, NR

Here we have the gang from Recess
celebrating Christmas. Principal Prickly’s
car skids off the snowy road while heis
driving Ms Grotke and Ms Minster home
from the last day of school before the

Christmasholidays. Principal Prickly and
Ms Minster are sure the kids are
responsible for the accident and Principal
Prickly startsour first “flashback” by
telling about the day Detweiler was
“Principal for the Day”. Wealsolearn
about the gang’ s rivalry with the Ashely’s
during the annual Thanksgiving canned
food drive. Then, whilePrincipal Prickly
goesin search of help, Ms Minster shares
astory with Ms Grotke about the time
Spinelli spent the weekend with her. When
Principal Prickly returnshavingfailedto
find help Ms Minster defends the kids by
reminding the other two about the just
completed Christmas show inwhich the
kids all learned about the true spirit of
Christmas through Mikey’s efforts to
prove Santa’ s existence to his friends.

Robert Goulet providesMikey’'s
singing voice and other voice talent
includes James Earl Jones and Dabney
Coleman.

ExtrasontheDVD area3 part “ Special
Report” in which ?tells us about Mistletoe
,Mikey tells us about Santaand ?tells us
about Christmaslights.

Parents who want their kidsto keep on
believing in Santamay want to avoid this
oneor at least you may want to monitor
the youngest viewers during the final
segment since it does give away that there
isno real Santa Claus but this should be a
favoritefor theolder kids. - StephanielL
Bannon

Cinderellall DreamsComeTrue
Disney HomeVideo, 73min
VHS$26.99, DVD $29.99G

Thisissort of what happens after the
fairy tale ends, (though not quite as
interesting as what happensin
Sondheims' “Into the Woods™!). Thisis
divided up into three short stories as the
mice Jacques, Gus-Gusand Mary decide,
with the help of the Fairy Godmother, to
make Cinderellaabook about some of the
things that have happened to al of them

since she moved into the castle.

The first episode is about the day she
and the prince get back form their
honeymoon. He has to attend to things of
state and she has to put on her first royal
feast. And of course there is an officious
housekeeper named Prudence who tells
Cinderella “how things are done” The
king likesthis, theking likesthat.
Cinderellahas her own ideas of course and
instead of the stuffy old boring royal feast,
why she bringsin some down home
country sounding music and the
commoners and thank goodness,
chocolate pudding instead of stewed
prunes for dessert! The ball isabig hit
naturally.

The second tale takes place as
Cinderellais helping to arrange the annual
Spring festival and Jacques the mouse has
abad day trying to help Cinderellaand
getting stomped on and chased by the
palace cat, alarge white Persian female cat
named Pom Pom, and feeling utterly
useless. He makes awish the Fairy
Godmother hears and grants. he gets to be
human. Thisworksfor awhileuntil he
really needs to save the day and he has to
do it asamouse...discovering needlessto
say that “It is better to be a mouse than a
man!”

Thethird tale was rather sweet: One of
Cinderelld s stepsisters, Anastasia, fallsin
love with atown baker. The stepmother
thinks he's beneath them, she must try to
snag acount or aduke. Cinderella, who is
in town and sees the couple’s first
meeting, takes Anastasiato the palace
and gives her amake over..and Lucifer the
cat fallsfor Pom Pom and the micegive
him amake over. And what’sthat old
expression: the path of true love never
runs straight??” Anyway..it does end
happily at yet another party at the palace.
(These are partying royals)

Overall thetalesare decent: pluck,
following your heart and doing things
your way and not letting others telling you
what to do. Cinderellahowever seemsto
like running around in her blue laundry
dress from the first movie..somehow she
doesn’t want to dress as a princess. Too
stuffy | guess. - SueMartin
JoMartin (age 10) says:

| liked the tape because there were lots
of parts that were funny: the king and the
pudding and prunes and when Jacques
hits his head on the branch of atree .|t
was agood movie because Cinderella
didn’t have to clean any more and she
changed some things around the palace.

Peoplewould likeit becauseit tells
you how to work out things on your own
and in your way.

Tremors3Back ToPerfection
Universal, 104 mins
VHS$14.98, DVD $26.98, PG

Thistime around we are back in
Perfection Nevadawhereit all began. Burt
Gummer (Michael Gross) hasreturnedto
Perfection after another Grabboidkilling
trip to find that Jack Sawyer (Shawn
Christian) has started “ Grabboid Torus”
completewith afake Grabboid attack to
thrill the tourists. In true sequel fashionin
the midst of one tour we have areal attack
- the Grabboids are back!

Burt bands together with Jack, store-
owner Jodi Chang (Susan Chuang) who
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inherited the store from her uncle who was
killedinthefirst movie, artist Nancy
Sterngood (Charlotte Stewart) and agrown
up Mindy (Ariana Richards) to save
Perfection not only from the Grabboids but
from the US government, that has put the
Grabboids on the Endangered Specieslist.
Even Melvin Plug (Bobby Jacoby) returns
as aland devel oper.

Tremorsisone of my favorite movies
and this sequel isjust as enjoyable as the
original. - StephanieL. Bannon

MistsOf Avalon
Turner HomeVideo, 183 mins,
VHS $14.94 (release 5/7/02), DVD
$19.98, NR

Thisversion of the Arthur legend is
based on Marion Zimmer Bradley’ sbook.
I'[l admit up front that | have not read the
book so | viewed thismoviefrom atotally
unbiased point of view.

We have here aretelling of the Arthur
legend that focuses on the women in
Arthur’slife. Themain characteris
Morgaine (JuliannaMargulies), half sister
of King Arthur. Asachild she see her
aunt Viviane (AnjelicaHuston) schemeto
bring Uther Pendragon (Mark Lewis
Jones) to the bed of her mother, Y graine
(Caroline Goodall). After the death of
Y graine’ s husband she marries Uther and
soon thereafter Arthur is born. Morgaine
is a devoted older sister to her beloved
brother but they are separated when
Arthur is quite young - he goes off to live
withMerlin(Michael Byrne) while
Morgaine goes to Avalon to learn the
ancient waysfrom her aunt Viviane, the
Lady of theLake. Vivianeistryingto
ensure the survival of the old religion even
as Christianity spreads into the land.

During apagan ritual Morgaineis
impregnated by Arthur, though at the time
each is unaware of the identity of the
other. Morgaine's other aunt, Morgause
(Joan Allen) takes in the pregnant
Morgaine and then suggests that she raise
the child. Morgause curses Gwenwyfar so
that shewill never bear children while she
plots to use Modred (Hans Matheson),
Arthur and Morgaine’s son, to achieve
power for herself. When Morgaine returns
to the court of her brother, King Arthur,
and his Queen Gwenwyfar (Samantha
Mathis).she finds Gwenwyfar in despair
because she is unable to give Arthur an
heir. Jealous of Arthurs' s affection for his
sister, Gwenwyfar schemesto force
Morgaineto leave court by arranging a
marriagefor her.

We have al the plot twists of a
sprawling family soap opera; love,
betrayal, sex, politics, and siblingrivalry
along with magicand mysticism. Thefilm
held my interest and | will most likely
watchit again. It reflectsamore positive
portrayal of pagan religions than one
usually sees though, of course, it wasn't
overly accurate. The costumes were
gorgeous but not particularly accurate for
the time period being covered and the male
characters could have been better
developed.

The DVD contains extras such as
Additional Scenes, aGallery of Photos,
Storyboards and Costume/ Production
Designs, and aCamel ot Characters Family
Tree.- Stephaniel. Bannon
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24 Frames (cont’d from page 1)
the Rings: The Fellowship of theRingis
still takingin $2 to $3 millionaweek andis
justunder $300 millionand will likely geta
boost with the addition of the Two Towers
preview and Oscar publicity.

Arnold Schwar zenegger hassigned
on to produce and star in aremake of the
1973 movie Westworld. Hewill takeonthe
role of therobotic killer cowboy played by
Yul Bryner intheoriginal movie. Arnold
isalso going to reprise hisrole of Conanin
anew Conan TheBarbarian filminwhich
hewill be paired with ayounger
swordsman. Also on Arnold’s plateis
Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines
where hewill bejoined by Shane West
(Dracula 2000) as a grown up John
Connor.

Following the recent run on television,
MGM will now be producing afeature
Outer Limitsmovie. Writer Ger ald DiPego
and his sons Justin and Zachary have
signed adeal with MGM towriteafilm
based on the series. They are hoping it
might turnintoafilmfranchise. Mark
Victor andMichael Graisof Victor/Grais
and Pen Densham, Guy M cElwaineand
John Watson of Trilogy Entertainment
Group will beproducing.

Inarecent interview, Will Smith said
that the upcoming Men in Black 11 will
have even more humor in it than the
original. Part of that isthat hisand Tommy
L ee Jones's character already know each
other as this movie starts and they hit the
ground running comedically. “With this
film, wefoundreally interesting, warmand
funny comedic moments more quickly than
wewereabletodointhefirstfilm,” Smith
said.

After along development process, it
appearsthat afilm adaptation of Arthur C.

© Paramount

Clarke' s Rendezvous with Rama starring
M organ Freeman will start filminglater
thisyear for arelease sometimein 2003. It
will bedirected by David Fincher and has
conceptua art done by Moebius.
MoviePreviewsfor April and May
Clockstoppers- A scientist inventsa
mechanism that speeds up any target that
it hitsto 25 timestheir normal speed,
effectively making it seem to that person
liketimeisstanding still. Theraceisonto
find away to reverse the effects when his
soniszapped Stars Jesse Bradford, Paula
Gar ces, Garikayi Mutambirwa, Robin
Thomas, French Stewart anditisdirected
by Jonathan Frakes

TheScorpion King- Thisprequel to The
Mummy isset 5,000 yearsagointhe

The Rock stars as the lead daracter in
THE SCORPION KING © Universal

notorious city of Gomorrah, where an evil
ruler isdetermined to lay wasteto all the
nomadic peoples of the desert. The few
remaining tribes, never natural alies, have
to unite or perish. Knowing their enemy
relies on the visions of a sorcerer, they hire
askilled assassin, Mathayus (The Rock),
toeliminatethevisionary. After infiltrating
the enemy camp, Mathayus discovers that

the sorcerer isin fact abeautiful woman
(Kelly Hu). Rather than eliminate her, he
takes her deep into the desert badlands,
knowing that the ruler’ shenchmen will
stop at nothing to rescue her and bring
her back. Seriously wounded in the
ensuing battle, Mathayus must find the
strength to lead his scrappy band of allies
back to Gomorrah for afinal confrontation.
Jason X - Theterror of Crystal Lakeis
back! Thistime he's not just slaughtering
nubile campersin compromising positions.
Itisthe year 2455, aprofessor takes his
students on afield trip to the planet Earth,
where they discover acryogenically
frozen Jason and transport him back to
their spaceship. Jason Voorhees, the silent
goalie-masked killer, hasbeenonicefor a
few hundred years, but through a
catastrophic accident, the he is awakened
and more than willing to pick up where he
left off - finding new and interesting ways
to murder people.

Spider man - Based on the legendary
flagship character of Marvel comics, this
isthe story of Peter Parker, a high school
student living with his Aunt May and
Uncle Ben after the death of his parents
when he was just a baby. He' s an avid
student with a much-less-than-stellar
social lifeand aknack for bad luck. While
attending a scientific demonstration, a
freak accident bombards a stray spider
with radiation, and that same spider finds
its way onto the unsuspecting Peter’s
body and bites him, miraculously granting
himincrediblespider-likeabilities; in
effect, making himinto theamazing Spider-
Man. Peter will find that there' sathin line
between an ordinary man and an
extraordinary hero; and he'll haveto be
the one to crossiit.

Star WarsEpisodel | : Attack of the
Clones - Ten years after the events of The
Phantom M enace, not only hasthe galaxy
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undergone
significant
change, but
so have our
familiar
heroes Obi-
Wan Kenobi
(BEwan
McGregor),
Padmé
Amidaa
(Natalie
Portman)
and Anakin
Skywalker
(Hayden
Christensen)
asthey are
thrown
together
again for the
firsttime
since the
Trade
Federation
invasion of
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Naboo. Anakin has grown into the
accomplished Jedi apprentice of Obi-Wan,
who himself has transitioned from student
to teacher. The two Jedi are assigned to
protect Padmé whose life is threatened by

Heyden Quistensen is ZAekin Skywalker in
STAR WARS: EPISODE II ATTACK OF
THE CLONES © 2001 Lucasfilm Ltd. & TM

afaction of political separatists. As
relationships form and powerful forces
collide, these heroes face choices that will
impact not only their own fates, but the
destiny of the Republic.

Spirit: Stallion of theCimarron-The
animated adventure of awild and
rambunctious mustang stallion journeying
through the untamed American frontier.
Encountering man for thefirst time, Spirit
defies being broken, even as he develops
aremarkabl e friendship with ayoung

L akota brave. The courageous young
stallion also finds love with abeautiful
paint mare named Rain on hisway to
becoming one of the greatest unsung
heroes of the Old West.

UpcomingM ovieReleaseDates

Mar 29- Clockstoppers

Apr 19- TheScorpionKing

Apr 26-Jason X

May 3- Spiderman

May 16- Star WarsEpisodel I : Attack of
theClones

May 24- Spirit: Stallion of theCimarron
June7-TheTuxedo

Summer movier eleasedatesinclude:
Scooby Doo (Junel4),Lilo& Stitch
(June2l), Minority Report (June21),
Menin Black 2 (July 3), Reign of Fire
(July 12), Stuart Little2 (July 19), Austin
Power sin Goldmember (July 26), Spy
Kids2(Aug7), PlutoNash (Aug 16),
Harry Potter and theChamber of Secrets
(Nov 15), JamesBond 20: DieAnother
Day (Nov22), Star Trek: Nemesis(Dec
20), Lord of theRings: TheTwo Towers
(Dec25)

Dreaniforks presents the aninered feature

SPIRIT:
© DreamWorks

STALLION OF THE CINARRON

Page9



SF Tube Tal k( Cont'd from page 1)

way around a card deck and keeps
popping up in the agents' investigation.”
Also appearing are John K apelos (Forever
Knight) and Ray M cKinnon as“Mad
Wayne” in acaseinvolving the “Triple
ZeroKiller.”

The remaining episodes start to tie up
some loose ends and focus on the
ongoing storylines. First of theseis*“ Jump
the Shark” , featuring The Lone Gunmenin
afollow up to their spinoff series.
Appearingwill beMichael M cK ean as
MorrisFletcher, Stephen Snedden as
Jmmy Bond and ZuleikhaRobinson as
YvesHarlow. The episode dealswith an
investigation into an attack on an
immunol ogist researching a cure for cancer
using shark cartilage. Y es, “Jump the
Shark” istheterm used to indicate that a
TV series has gonetoo far, aswhen Fonzie
jumped a shark on water skies on Happy
Days. In“William”, Scully must makea
decision about the future of her son,
William. When adisfigured, monster-like
man called The Breather injects something
into William’ sbrain, they must find out
what he did and what relation he hasto
Mulder. This episode is co-written and
directed by David Duchovny. Nextis
“ Release” , which deals with the death of

Page 10

© Fox

Doggett’s son, Luke when a Quantico
cadet investigating a recent string of
murders comes across information that
may |ead Doggett to hisson’skiller. Asfor
thetwo hour finale, “ The Truth” , Mulder
will bere-united with Scully and therewill
be some resolution to end the TV series. It
will obviously leave things open for
follow-on theatrical movies. As of press
time, therehasbeen ZERO information
leaked so far about the finale, so tunein
and watch to see what happens.
EnterprissWarpsOn

UPN'’ sEnterprisewill have26
episodes this season, so there's still
plenty lefttoair. Firstupin April is
“Qasis’, which hasthe Enterprise crew
helping the survivors of an alien
shipwreck, including an attractivefemale
named Liana, who developsfeelingsfor
Trip. ReneAuberjonois(Odo) and Tom
Bergeron (Hollywood Squares) guest
star. “ Detained” will guest star Dean
Stockwell, Scott Bakula'sco-star on
Quantum Leap. Archer and Mayweather
are trapped in a detention center where
members of the Siluban race are being
detained. While there, Archer learns that
only asmall number of Silubansare part of
the genetically engineered group known
asThe Cabal. Stockwell plays General
Grat, who isin charge of the detention
center. In“ Vox Solis’ ,analienlifeform

nests in one of the Enterprise’s cargo bays
and beginsto capture crew members,
ensnaring them in it’s gushy web. “ Fallen
Hero” has the Enterprise dispatched to
pick up aVulcan ambassador to the planet
Mazar that has been expelled for
misconduct. Not much is yet know about
“Desert Crossings’ other than that three
“Sailorsof theYear” fromtheU.S.S.
Enterpriseaircraft carrier will bemaking
appearances in the episode. In the next to
last episode of the season, “ Two Days
and Two Nights’ , some of the Enterprise
crew take shore leave on the pleasure
planet Risawith varying results. Asfor the
season finale, it hasn't started filming as of
press time and no information has leaked
about it yet. It is expected to deal with the
Siluban and the temporal cold war and
could end with acliff-hanger. Or it may

not. Only timewill tell.

Over inthe Buffyverse(isitrealy alin
Buffy’sImagination?), things start picking
up fast as the events of the season so far
start to build on each other. Anya wants
to wreak vengeance on Xander but can’'t
bring herself to do it and enlists the help
of someone else. The Scoobies realize that
the Trio (Warren, Jonathan and Andrew)
have set up camerasto monitor them all
around Sunnydale including Buffy’s
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house and The Magic Box. When they
track down the source of the cameras and
they view some of what has been recorded
by them, the results are devastating. In the
next episode, when Andrew and Jonathan
are arrested, Warren goes it alone and
does something really bad at the end of
the episode. That action leads to Willow
going back to magicinavery Dark way.
Spike has also gone to Africa hoping to
get theinhibitor chip removed from his
brain. The last two episodes |ook to deal
with theramifications of Willow’schange
and the possiblefreeing of Spikefrom his
leash.

Angel has been put on hiatus while
The WB runs off the remaining episode of
Glory Days. Whenit returnsin mid-April,
there should be a straight run of the last
six episodes of the season. Needless to
say, Angel will belooking for someway to
get his son back from Holtz, both of whom
arenow in adifferent dimension. Wes
does survive but gaining forgiveness from
the Angel Investigations crew is not easy.
Cordeliais especialy upset with Wes and
giveshim the extreme cold shoulder.
Angel does realize that he needs Wes to
help figure out away to get his son back.
This leads to a confrontation with Justine,
now in charge of Holtz's gang, and the

(cont’d on page 11)
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possibility of Justine being able to provide
infothat will helpthemtofollow Holtz.
Expect the last several episodes of the
season to take place in that dimension, but
it will be amuch darker trip than the one
they took to Pylea last season.

Also in hiatus-land is Roswell on
UPN, although the replacement sitcoms
have tanked so bad that I’d not be
surprised to see Buffy repeats show up in
that time slot during April. Once Roswell
returnsinlate April, it will likely befor the
running of the final episodes of the series.
UPN has cut the season order down to 18
episodes. In the final episodes, they will
be dealing with the recent events
including Jesse learning the truth about
them and Liz and Mariareturning to
Roswell. In the next to last episode, “ Four
Aliensand a Baby” , Tesswill return with
her and Max’ s baby and in the final
episode, “ Graduation” , they will have to
avoid being captured by the FBI at their
graduation ceremony before they can go
their separate ways.

In Smallville, out other alien teenager
isfinding there’ smoreto life than just
Kryptonite mutants of the week, although
the green rocks still have amajor influence
onthings. In* Sray” , arunaway kid is
taken in by the Kents. It turns out he has
the ability to read minds and his guardians
are wanting him to use that ability to
obtain LutherCorp access codes. When he
reads Martha Kent’s mind, he learnsthe
truth about Clark. In“ Reaper” , wefinally
meet Whitney’ sailing father and also deal
with the giving and taking of life.
Meanwhile, Lionel Luthor’ slackey,
Dominic, comesto Smallvilleto check up
onLex and TheKents. In* Drone”, Clark
isrunning for a class officer position and
this week’ s mutant has the ability to
control bees. In all of these episodes,
expect ongoing secondary plots with Lana
and her venture with Luthor. Also, expect
some sort of major eventin Lex’slifethat
starts to turn him towards the dark side.

Back over on FOX, Futuramawill
have a very fannish episode as its season
finalethefirst weekendin May. Titled

FUTURAMA © 2001 Fox

“Where No Fan Has Gone Before” , it
features the voices of most of the original
Star Trek crew and dealswith Fry learning
that all Star Trek episodes have been
banned because the fans become so
powerful they threatened world
governments. Fry sets out to recover the
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lost episodes from aforbidden planet.
FOX has not ordered additional episodes
of the series, but has not officially
canceled it. With the rate they have been
airing new episodes the last couple of
years, FOX actually has enough of a
backlog of Futurama episodes that they
can make it through next season without
ordering any new ones.

To finish up the season on Dark
Angel, seriesco-creator JamesCamer on
has come on board to direct the season
finale. After finding himself between
projects, Camer on decided to direct the
episode. Of course hewill haveto force
himself towork withonly a$3million
budget and an eight day shooting
schedule. Will thismake him “King of the
TV World” and save the show from
cancellation? Leading up to thefinalewe
will see Joshuabefriend ablind girl and
but when he protects her from some
baddies and takes her into the sewers he is
accused of kidnapping her and must evade
the police. Joshua also provides the blood
for atransfusion that Logan needs. In
“SheAin't Heavy” wewill meet Sam, a
clone of Max, who hasbeen living a
normal, domestic life. That getsinterrupted
when White confronts Sam about her past
and Sam then goes off in search of Max. In
the two-part season (series?) finale, Max
learns that there are runes imbedded in the
transgenics that supposedly convey a
message from “father”. Throughout the
final episodes, therest of the world will
learn about the existence of the mutants
and their future existence is seriously
threatened.

Over on ABC, thefantastic elementsin
Alias are lowly surfacing aswelearn
more about Rambaldi’ s prophecies and
their relation to Sidney. After learning that
her mother may still be alive, Sydney asks
Sloanefor helpinfinding her whilethe
CIA has Jack see apsychiatrist to help him
deal with the news. Meanwhile, Will and
Francie become suspicious of Sydney’s
activitieswhen they find one of her airline
ticket stubs. Expect something big in the
season finale and most likely acliffhanger
since the series has been picked up for a
second season on ABC already.

Alsoon ABCinMay will bethesix-
hour Dinotopia miniseries, based on the
James Gurney books. ABC supposedly
has liked what they’ve seen so far and
have committed to aweekly Dinotopia
seriesnextfall.

The story of the miniseries dealswith two
18year-old spoiled brats, Karl (Tyron

L eitso) and David (Wentworth Miller)
end up in the strange land of Dinotopia
when their father’ s plane crashes there.
They meet up with the rogue Cyrus Cabb
(David Thewliss), Marion (K atieCarr), the
daughter of Mayor Waldo (Jim Carter) of
Waterfall City and Rosemary (Alice
Krieg), themayor’sestranged wifewho is
revered asamatriarchin Dinotopia. Karl
and David learn that Dinotopiais powered
by anincredibly bright Prime Sunstone.

When that life-sustaining object begins
losing its luster, it appears that the end is
near - unless Karl and David can enter and
survive the suicidally dangerous World
Beneath. Thefirst part of the miniseries
will air on Sunday, May 12 at 7 pm ET/PT,
6pmCT/MT.

Debuting on Wednesday night in late
March on FOX was Greg the Bunny. A
somewhat surreal show with ablend of
live action and puppetry where the
puppets are as real as the humans. It stars
bunny puppet Greg as awide-eyed
innocent who fallsinto the world of the
children’s show “ Sweetnuckle Junction” -
- populated by neurotic puppets and the
humans who both love and abuse them.
Humansstarring are Seth Green (Buffy's
Oz and Austin Power’s Scott Evil) as
Greg' sroommateJimmy and EugeneL evy
asthe show’ s producer Gil Bender. It
looks to be offbeat and likely won't go
over well withthe general viewing
audience, so catch it while you can.

Inthe cablerealm, after along break
wefinally have new Stargate SG-1
episodes on Showtime and new Farscape
on SciFi along with the debut of J.
Michael Straczynski’sJeremiah. First up
isFarscape, which SciFi will berunning
the final four episodes of season three
beginning April 5th. In“ I - Yensch, You -
Yensch” , Dargo and Rygel meet with
Scorpius to arrange a truce so that
Crichton can help Scorpius perfect the
wormhol e technology. Things go awry
when they are attacked by thugs looking
to burn down the restaurant they are
meeting at. Meanwhile, Talynisgetting
more erratic and destroys a hospital ship,
which forces Craise and Aeryn to shut
down Tayln. In the two-part “ Into the
Lion’sDen”, the Farscape crew arrives on
Scorpius’ flagship with the appearance of
helping Scorpius but with the actual
intention of sabotaging the wormhole
research. As can be expected, lots of
things get blown up by the end of the two-
parter. To say much of anything about the
season finale, “ Dog With Two Bones” ,
would give away some of the eventsin the
previous episodes. Thereisaburia in
space and a surprising revelation about
John and Aeryn. Of course it ends with a
cliffhanger, with John Crichtonrightly
exclaiming “Y ou have got to be kidding
mel”.

Over on Showtime, new episodes of
Stargate SG-1 have resumed and we' |l get
new episodes pretty much every week
until the end of the season in late May. In
“TheWarrior” A charismatic Jaffaleader
triesto rally his people against the
Goa' uld, and seeksto forge an alliance
with Earth. “ Menace” sees SG-1 discover
aworld controlled by Replicators, and a
young girl who may hold the secret to the
salvation of the Asgard. In“ The
Sentinel” , SG-1 must turnto apair of
convicted criminalsto saveaworld from
annihilation by the Goa’ uld. “ Meridian”
sees Daniel serioudly injured asan alien
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civilizationisthreatened with extinction
when they attempt to build a weapon of
mass destruction. The season finale,

“ Revelations” will feature the return of
Thor and the Asgard and a confrontation
between Osirisand Carter. New cast
member, Corin Nemec (JonasQuinn), will
appear in the final two episodes and will
continue on in the new season as a
regular, replacing the departing M ichael
Shanks. The first weekend of June on
SciFi will seethe debut of Stargate SG-1's
sixth season (moving from Showtime) and
the fourth season of Farscape.

Jeremiah debuted on Showtimewith
lots of publicity and reportedly good
ratings. As Straczynski had mentioned,
he does make more use of adult language
and situations with the freedom that
Showtime offers, although thismay makeit
more difficult for the seriesto find other
outletsfor airing after its Showtime run.
Episodes coming upin April include“ The
Bag” , guest starring Jake Busey, where
the son of amedical doctor has set up
what may turn out to be a dubious medical
practice of hisown, traveling with his
brother from town to town and exploiting
people...and finds that his past catches up
with him; “ City of Roses” where Jeremiah
and Kurdy travel in search of more
information onthe Big Deathand Vahalla
Sector, and along the way discover some
potentially dark secrets about the fate of
Kurdy’s parentsin the last days of the Big
D; and“ Firewall” as Jeremiah and Kurdy
learn something of vital importance about
ValhallaSector, and Markus hasto makea
decision that could lead to any number of
deaths. As the series was about to debut
on Showtime, executive producer J.
Michael Straczynski had thisto say
about the show: “The show is often a bit
of aromance, there’ slots of humor, lots of
action, there's an overarching mystery and
anarctoit...itis, at times, oddly a show
about small victories and gemstones
found amid gravel. | can’t think of any
other seriesquitelikeit in tone and
attitude and look and design. It's allowed
me to do some things, and write some
stories, | could never get on broadcast TV
inamillionyears, particularly “ Andthe
Ground, Sown with Salt.” I’'m quite proud
and pleased with it, and | think it’sworth
checking out.”

Back on SciFi, we' ve got thefinal
episodesof Lexx airingin April. Expect
the final episodes to be as offbeat and
whacked out as the rest of the season has
been. In“VivaLexxVegas’ , the Lexx crew
visits the King Tut hotel and Xev adopts
the wrestling personality of Cleopatra
while Stan deal swith an ancient Mummy
and amobster clan. “ The Trip” sees Xev
and Stan eat mind-altering berriestaking
them onawild ridethrough The Lexx. A
gigantic Lyekkareturnsin“ Lyekka vs.
Japan” and does battle with Kai while
Stan attempts to destroy the approaching
alien mothership and save Earth. The

(cont’d on page 14 )
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SF Tube Talk (cont’d from page 11)

seriesfinae” Yo Way YO" hasPrincevisit
the Lexx warning of “ Earth’ sdatewith
destiny” and emotions abound as Kai
beginsto feel again and the Lexx’ shealth
isailing once more. There have been some
mentions of a possible spinoff series of
Lexx, but nothing has been announced as
far as|’ve been able to determine.

Launching on cablein Junewill betwo
new series. Showtimewill debut Odyssey V
in June as areplacement for Stargate SG-
1. It stars Peter Weller (Robocop,
Buckaroo Banzai) asthe leader of ateam
of astronauts who after discovering the
Earth destroyed by some sort of
catastrophe, use alien technology to travel
back in timefive yearsin the hopes of
prevent Earth from being destroyed. The
USA Network will debut The Dead Zone
in June on Sunday nights. Based on the
Stephen Kingnovel, it starsAnthony
Michael Hall as Johnny Smith and Nicole
deBoer as Saraand is produced by former
Trek producer Michael Piller.

On the syndicated front, we' ve got the
last batch of new episodes for the season
for most of the syndicated series, many of
which will be heading out to pasture this
year. Andromeda will wrap up it’s second
season with episodes wrapping up some
of the ongoing storylines to enable the
seriesto take on it’s more standalone role
next season under new executive producer
Robert Engels. “ TheFair Unknown” is
expected to have the reappearance of The
Vedrans, the Centaur like race that
founded the Commonwealth. In“ The
Knight, Death, and The Devil” the
Andromeda discovers a prisoner of war
camp full of High Guard starships.
Christopher Judge(StargateSG-1's
Tea’c)andMichel Hurst (Hercules
loalus) will make guest appearances as
ship avatars. In “ Belly of the Beast” , the
Andromedais swallowed by a space
monster. “ Immacul ate Perception”
returns to things Nietchzian when Try
discovers he may be afather. “ The Things
We Cannot Change” isthefirst
Andromedaclip show where Dylanis
sucked out into spacein an EVA suit and
Dylan dreams about afuturewith awife
and kid aswell aslikely flashes back to
events we' ve seen in the series. In the
season finale, “ The Tunnel at the End of
the Light” , they meet up with atotally
unknown alien race from another universe.
This episode reportedly ties up the re-
founding of the Commonwealth arc.

Fighting it out with Andromeda and
Mutant X for the top spot in syndication
action hours has been the syndicated run
of Stargate SG-1, nearing the end of
season four. The remaining season four
episodesinclude “ Prodigy” , where
Samantha Carter dealswith apromising
Air Force Cadet who is getting bored by
her studiesand O’ Niell and Teal’ ¢ deal
with adangerouslife form discovered at a
research site. “ Entity” seesan alien
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computer lifeforce take over thebase's
computer system and Carter. “ Double
Jeopardy” seesthe SG-1 team reunited
with their robot doublesin afight with the
system Lord Cronus. In the season ending
cliffhanger “ Exodus’ , the SG-1team helps
to evacuate the Tok’ rato a new base -- but
matters are complicated when a spy
revealstheir location to Apophis. The
team then attempts a daring plan to take
out the Goa' uld’ s powerful fleet..

Earth: Final Conflictisendingit’s
fifth and final season, leading up to the
final “ Final Conflict” . Rene and Captain
Michaels' attempt to destroy the weapons
system on the mothership in “ Honor and
Duty” . Reneisput ontria by avigilante
group for opening the original Atavus
stasis chamber in “ Subversion” . Rene
must race to get an antidote for Street,
who isturning into an Atavus hybrid in
“ Sreet Wise” . Rene and Captain Michaels
runinto trouble at a hybrid vaccine facility
in“ The Journey” and Rene gets a blast
from the past while engaged in the “ Final
Conflict” with the Atavus. Also ending
will be Beastmaster, and Dar will bedoing
battlewith Balcifer through thefinal
episodes, attempting to complete his quest
so that he can save the world from
Balcifer' seternal darknessand free his
family fromthe Crystal Ark. Sheenahas
aready ended its season, which consisted
of only 13 episodes, and Relic Hunter is
slated to end this season as well.

Both Mutant X (second) and The L ost
World (fourth) will continue on to next
season. There’ s not much info on the
remaining episodes of this season for
either series, however. It isunknown if
Adrian Paul’ sTracker will continue, but
there’ s still nine episodes |eft to air this

2drian Pail plays an alien bonty hrter in
TRACKER © 2001 Chum Television

season and the show’s ratings have been
steadily increasing as the season has
progressed.
IntheWorks

InMid-May, the networkswill
announce their fall schedules and what
new shows they have picked up and
which ones they have renewed. Here's
some of the shows you may be seeing this
fall. Pilot commitmentsinclude
Paranormal Girl (ABC) about a15 year
old girl with psychic abilitieswhois
recruited by the FBI to solve crimes.

Miraclesis about a paranormal
investigator for the V atican who after
spending years debunking supposed
miracles beginsto lose hisfaith.
TheTimeTunnel (ABC& FOX)-in
development both at ABC and FOX, the
former based on the original book by
William Fitzgerald Jenkins(akaMurray
L einster), the latter based on the 1960's
Irwin Allen TV series. FOX isdefinitely
doing apilot, ABC may not.

Eastwick (FOX) - Based on the John
Updike novel and the “ Witches of
Eastwick” movie. It focuses on the three
witches and their teenage sons.

Arthur (NBC) A look at ateenaged Arthur
and Lancel ot before Arthur became king of
England.

Carrie (NBC) A pilot movie based on the
1976 movieof thesamename.
FutureTense(NBC) A dramathat explores
the legal and moral issues caused by
technology.

Lostin Space (NBC) A pilot movie based
onthe1960'sTV series.

Birds of Prey (The WB) Based onthe DC
comic book that features Barbara Gordon
akaOracleakaBatgirl (DinaMeyer), The
Huntress (Ashley Scott) and a teenaged
Black Canary (Rachel Skarsten). This
looks to be agood bet to make the fall
schedule to be paired up with Smallville.
TheLoneRanger (The WB) A modern
update of the classic series.

Lostin OZ (TheWB) M elissa Georgeas
TinaVittori, a22 year old Kansascollege
student who is carried away to OZ by a
tornado where she leads a revolt against
the Emerald City powersthat be.

Beauty and the Beast (UPN) A remake of
the1987 CBSTV series.

Black Star (UPN) Described as Top Gun
in Space.

The Twilight Zone (UPN) A new take on
theclassic seriesfrom Pen Densham, who
also updated The Outer Limitsinthe 90’s.
Shows with commitments beyond a pilot
include:

TheKingdom (ABC) atwo hour movie
plus 13 episodes produced by Stephen
King based on a1994 Danish miniseries
about a haunted hospital built on an
ancient graveyard. There hasn’t been
much news about it lately, so it may have
been delayed.

Firefly (FOX) isfrom Buffy and Angel
creator Joss Whedon and is set aboard the
spaceship Serenity, afirefly class ship. It
hasathirteen hour commitment from FOX
and starsNathan Fillion as Captain
Reynolds, Alan Tudyk asWash, the
ship’spilot, Adam Baldwin asJayne, a
mercenary, Jewel StaiteasKaylee, the
ship’smechanic, Summer Glau asRiver, a
super-genius, GinaTorresasZoe, a
mercenary and Ron GlassasBook, a
priest. It'sagood chance FOX may put
the seriesinto The X-Filesformer Sunday
night time slot.

For more schedul e infor mation, news and
links, visit the Magrathea/SFTV Pages at
www.sftv.org

ConNotations

Mixed Media: Trandation
from the printed pageto the
silver screen

By ShaneShellenbarger

Recently, | wasdiscussing the film
adaptations of “Harry Potter and the
Sorcerers Stone” and “Lord of the Rings:
Fellowship of the Ring” with somefriends
and | complained about not being
“grabbed” by either film and being unable
to put my finger on why that was. One
friend opined that after I’ d read the books
I’d aready played thefilmin my head and
that no film production could live up to my
imagination. Maybethat isapartial
answer, but I’ ve come to the conclusion
that it'smostly dueto alack of character
development inthefilms.

Every character has ahistory, a back-
story with which the audience can identify
either because something similar
happened to them or because they’re glad
it hasn't happened to them. What child
hasn’t feared that they would lose their
parents or wished that they would gain
magical powers or objects? In her books,
Joanne Rowling givesfleshto Harry's
fears, doubts, and inner dialogues.
Rowling makes the reader feel theloss of
Harry’s parents, the depression of living
with the Dorsey’s, the claustrophobia of
being crammed in acloset under the stairs,
and who among us hasn’t had to deal with
abully like Dudley? On the screen, Harry
comes off asrather bland and less
sympathetic, whilehisfriends, Hermione
and Ron, are much moreinteresting. The
filmisall about appearance and very little
about substance. Harry’slife in the books
ismuch rougher thanin the movie. I'll
grant you that films are not books and
booksarenot films. It' sabit like
comparing apples to oranges when you
compareal53 minute“ Harry Potter and
the Sorcerers Stone” film to abook that
took Vocal Artist Jim Dale 8 hoursto read.
“Fellowship of theRing” is178 minutesin
the theatre and the audio book narrated by
Rob Inglisis 20 hoursand 30 minutesin
length. Thefilm Bilbo Baggins shares
much of the same problemswith the
celluloid Harry Potter. Without the
background of “The Hobbit”, “Lord of the
Rings: Fellowship of theRing” isa
skeleton of afilm, pretty pictureslacking
the heart of the book.

JR.R. Tolkien' screationof Middle-
earth first sprang forth when he wrote
“TheHobbit” in 1937 followed nearly two
decades later with thetrilogy series, “The
Lord of theRings’ 1954-1955. Previous
film adaptationsinclude the Rankin/Bass
animated version of “ The Hobbit” in 1978,
Ralph Bakshi’ s1978 rotoscoped animated
feature, “The Lord of the Rings” which
included elements from the first two books
of the series (“Fellowship of the Ring” and
“The Two Towers"), and the 1980 made-

(Cont’d on page 15)
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Mixed Media (cont’d from page 14)

for-tv animated movie, “ Return of the
King”, again by Rankin/Bass. All threeare
currently available for purchase as a set,
but | would strongly advise you to rent
these versions before you buy them as |
consider them all flawed and inferior to the
2001 Peter Jackson live-action computer
animated film. Another item of interestis
Nationa Geographic Beyond the Movie:
TheLord of the Rings: The Fellowship of
the Ring, a behind-the-scenes ook at the
Jacksonfilm.

While both “Harry Potter and the
Sorcerers Stone” and “ The Fellowship of
the Ring" are still in the theatres at this
writing, May 28", 2002 istherel ease date
for “Harry Potter and the Sorcerers Stone”
onvideoinbothVHSand DVD. Certainly,
I’ll continue to watch both series, I'm even
looking forward to them in the hope that
they will become more than echoes of the
rich characters|’ ve cometo love from the
books.
http://harrypotter.warnerbros.com/
http:/Aww jkrowling.com/
http://www.national post.com/artslife/
story.html % =/news/updates/stories/
20020308/entertainment-686029.html
http://www.scholastic.com/harrypotter/
home.asp
http://mww .kidsreads.com/harrypotter/
jkrowling.html
http://www.harrypotterfans.net/
http://www.tolkiensociety.org/
http://www.lordoftherings.net/
http://www.lotr.com/
http://www.national geographic.com/
ngbeyond/
http://www.tolkienonline.com/
http://mww.newlinecinema.com/
http://www.cucare.com/mckellen/
index.html
http://us.imdb.com/Title?0120737
http://us.imdb.com/Bio?Tolkien,+JR.R.
http://www.theonering.net/index.shtml
http://www.thel ordoftherings.com/
http://mwww.bbc.co.uk/radiod/
lordoftherings/
http://www.glyphweb.com/arda/
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ReAmination (cont’d from page 1)

CaseFile| presentsthefirst five
episodes. The Four Signatures (He's The
Famous Detective), The Crown Of Mazalin
(TheEvil Genius, Professor Moriarity), A
Small Client” (LittleMartha sBig
Mystery), Mrs. Hudson is Taken Hostage
and The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle’
(BlueRuby).

In The Four Signatures Sherlock
Hound meets Dr. Watson for thefirst time
as the ferry they are both passengerson is
attacked by aband of Barbary pirates.

Episode2is The Crown of Mazalin
which introduces Professor Moriarty as
Sherlock Hound investigates the theft of
theCrown of Mazalin.

Thethird episodeisA Small Clientin
which Sherlock Hound and Lestrade
search for achild’smissing father.

In episode four, Mrs. Hudson is Taken
Hostage, Moriarity plotsto kidnap the
beautiful Mrs Hudson and use her to force
Sherlock Hound to steal awork of art so
Moriarity can have Sherlock |ocked away
asacriminal.

Thefinal episodeonthisDVD isThe
Adventure of the Blue Carbunclein which
Moriarty steals a priceless gem only to
loseit to ayoung pickpocket named Polly.

These are delightful! Both kids and
adultswill enjoy them. The storiesare well
told and the characters have some depth.
Professor Moriarity’s various gadgets are
wonderful. The seasoned Sherlock Holmes
fan should enjoy these and they would
serve as a good introduction to Sherlock
Holmesfor young children. | can’t wait to
get CaseFile2- Stephaniel. Bannon

Ah! My Goddess: TheMovie
Pioneer, 115min
VHS $24.98, DVD $29.98, 13+

Oh My Goddess! was apopular five-
part seriesin 1993-94 that told the story of
how Keiichi Morisato acquired the
goddess Belldandy asagirlfriend. Now,
threeyears|ater we find Belldandy and
Keiichi livetogether at Tariki-honganji
templewith Belldandy’ solder sister Urd
(goddess 2™ class) and younger sister,
Skuld (goddess2nd class). Keiichi isa
student at the Nekomi Institute of
Technology and amember of the Motor
club where he and Belldandy race on
motorcycles together.

Belldandy’ sformer mentor disappeared
long ago when he attempted to overthrow
the goddesses system. He has been
imprisoned every since though Belldandy
was unaware of his activities or why he
disappeared. Then, one evening, Celestin
briefly reappears and, with akiss, he
places a spell on Belldandy which results
in virus being spread through the Goddess
System’ snetwork aswell asmaking
Belldandy loseall memory of Keiichi. As
the goddesses work to save the Goddess
System, Urd, Skuld, and Keiichi work try to

help Belldandy regain her memory. The
new member of the motor club, MorganLe
Fay, afairy princessin disguise, pretends
to be a student at Nekomi Tech but even
as shetriesto get closer to Kelichi and
Belldandy we see she has ulterior motives.

Will the Goddess System survive? Will
Belldandy’ smemory berecovered? Will
the lovers be reunited?

| haven't seen the series that preceded
thismovie but it really doesn’t hinder the
viewing of thisfilm. | found theanimation
beautiful and the story was interesting, it
held my interest through to the end. The
13+ rating seemsto stem from acertain
amount of nudity. Thereis, of course, the
typical Animeviolence. | heartily
recommend thismovieand will look for the
seriesthat preceded it. - Stephaniel .
Bannon

NieA Under 7Volume3: SayonaraBlues
Pioneer, 75 mins, $29.98. 13+
NieA Under 7Volume4: Under Seven
Blues
Pioneer, 75 mins, $29.98. 13+

If you have watched the first two disks
inthis series I’m sure you are as hooked
as|’ve become. | enjoyed them the first
time around but they were even more
enjoyable on second and third viewing.
Thisisawonderfully funny serieswith a
few serious undertones thrown in for good
measure

V olume 3 contains episodes:
8.Melancholy and Cast Off Summer Bath,
9. Close Encounter and After the Rain
Bath, 10. Glow of the Firefly and Nocturne
Bath. Mayuko has become very frustrated

with her busy life (work and school) and
vents her frustrations on her non-working
roommate NieA. The cycle continues since
NieA isobliviousto Mayuko's frustration
and abuse thus making Mayuko angry all
over again until Genzo reminds Mayuko of
childhood times when she was told stories
and was happy.

Meanwhile,. NieA still hasproblems
with her fellow aliens, and attempts at
reconciliation with Mayuko keep meeting
with disaster. And NieA isstill hearing
strange voices apparently from the Mother
ship.....then one night as Mayuko works
late, NieA disappears.

ConNotations

Volume 4 concludesthe 13 episode
serieswith episodes 11 NieA Under Seven
Bath (Former part), 12 NieA Under Seven
Bath (Later Part) and 13 Time FlowsBy
Enahana Bath. Mayuko worries about
NieA who still hasn’t come home even as
she begins to question whether she is
happy with her present life asacram
student. Kotomi tries to decide if she must
sell the bathhouse which depresses
everyone. Then when Mayuko triesto
report NieA missing sheistold that Under
7 aliensdon’t exist.

When Mayuko's mother sends her a
packet of photos she realizes that she
lived in the bathhouse as a child. As she
goes to bathe NieA reappears with no
explanation, atyphoon strikes and the
Mother Ship disappears asif it had never
been there.

There are till the strange interludes
with the Indian guy in the turban between
the episodes which don’'t appear to have
anything to do with the actual story.
Those of uswatching were split over their
value with slightly over half of us
preferring to fast forward past them. While
the earlier episodes were close to slapstick
the later episodes are more seriousin
nature with the characters dealing with real
problemsinarealisticway. Over all thisis
aseries| will watch again with pleasure. -
StephanieL . Bannon

AmazingNurseNanako2: Firecrackers
Pioneer, 60 min, $29.98, 16+
AmazingNurseNanako3: TheL ast
Spiral
Pioneer Entertainment, 60 min, $29.98,
16+

Thesetwo DVDsare genre and
animation. Now |’ ve said the best things |
can about them. Nanako's appearanceis
that of atypical 14 year old boy’sdream
girl, her voicethat of hiswhiny 7 year old
sister. The stories are so simplistic that
they could have been written by that same
14 year old. Basically Nanakoisaclone.
Throughout the videos you see more of
who she was through the eyes of her
creator, who remembersher fromwhen he
was 14 (hmmm). Thereisalso asubplot of
alien tissue being found and the doctor
being asked to clone an alien from the
samples. Both the government and the
“Church” want control of the results. The
amount of backstabbing seen in the
videos can only be equaled by watching
14 year olds at a dance forcing one
another to do thingsin front of girls.
Speaking of thefairer sex, the
representation of women in theseis
appalling. Women areeither old crumpled
hags, or sexpots waiting to bust out of
their clothes. There are few redeeming
pointsintheseand I'll let the viewer
identify their own as my tastes may be
forever be ruined by the videos I’ ve seen.
These DVDshavea 16+ viewing label and
are not recommended for people under
that age. - Bob LaPierre
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HexaCon 12

Arizona Largest Gaming Convention Y

July 26-28, 2002
Embassy Suites North, Phoenix

We have a new, LARGER site and plan to have al our regular features such as RPGA events, Magic ThG, Chess,
Computer Gaming, LARPs, Board Games, Miniatures, the Miniatuer Painting Contest, our popular Used Game
Auction, Consuite and Anime plus as many new events as we can think of. If there is something you would like to see at
HexaCon or if you want to schedule a game, please contact us at hexaconl2@casfs.org or 602-973-2341

Memersership Rates:

$16atHexaCont
$153uty-30-Dee-31,20601
$20 Jan 1 - June 30, 2002
$25 thereafter and at the door

Contact Info
HexaCon 12
PO Box 62613
Phoenix AZ 85082
Email: Hex12chair@casfs.org
Phone: 602-973-2341
Web: www.casfs.org

L ocation Info
Embassy SuitesNorth
2577 W. Greenway Rd;
602-375-1777
800-527-7715
Standard: $74 S/D
Boardroom Suite$74 S/ID/T/Q
Executive Suite $94 SD/T/Q
RoomsINCLUDE afull breakfast
and Happy Hour

PRIZE DRAWING
Thosepre-register withthe
convention and reserveahotel room
by July 1, 2002
will bedigiblefor adrawingfor the
followingprizes
1freeroom night
2 membershipsto HexaCon 13
$40in couponsfor theHexaCon 12
Deder’'sRoom

Scheduled EventsInclude

Sanctioned Magic &
CCG Tournaments

Computer Gaming
Miniatures Painting

Steve Jackson Games Contest
Board Gaming Used Game Auction
Miniatures Anime Room
White Wolf Full Consuite
Role Playing Surprises!

Battletech At HexaCon

Tucson' s13thHeavy Metal L egion Battletech M echwarior group makes
itsfirst appearanceat Hexacon with aseriesof three Classi c Battletech games,
on 3D Battlescape Geo-Hex with Z-scalebuildings, trees, and other terrain
features.

Friday Night, theeliteK nightsof BlackRook Company will takeonall
challengerswithal evel 3Mixed Clanand Inner Spheretechfreeforall.
Custommechdesignsin Heavy Metal Proformat will beaccepted. Hand
made custom designsmust beinput and verified onsite, socheck inearly for
“Kingof theWaterHole" .

Saturday Evening, the Clan NovaCat and theWolf’ sDragoonswill dukeit
out. Equal pre-generated L evel 2forces, matched by BV, will contest
posession of amanufacturing districtin“ Catsand Dogs, 3060”.

Sunday Afternoon, the13thHeavy Meta Legionwill battle Team Banzai
for posession of alost Star League EraNaval baseonanairlessmoon orbiting
agasgiant. Equal pre-generated L evel 3forces, matched by BV, will fight it
outinlow gravity withvacuumrulesfor fabulousL ostechin“MercWars,
3065".

Inaddition, therewill be M ech Scale Unionand L eopard Class Dropships,
hordesof carefully painted battletech miniatures, and acompl ete Battl etech
scalecity ondisplay. Wehave contacted WizKidsand hopeto beableto
demothenew MageKnight Battletech: Dark Agesgame.

SeetheHexacon 12 websitefor game schedul es, or contact
buckwally@earthlink.net for moredetail sasthey devel op.

Chess Federation

Now you can try your LUCK at
Vegas Fun Chess at Hexacon XII.

Luck at chess??? Yes, Luck!!

Vegas Fun Chess adds the element
of luck through the use of dice to
determine the pieces that can be
moved on your turn.

Of course, traditional chess and
many other variations of chess will
also be available at the Chess Club at
Hexacon XII.

For more information contact Myron
or Rachel Lieberman at
azchess@aol.com

LARPS
(tentative schedule)

Fading Suns Friday night, Seventh
Sea Saturday afternoon. a Vampire
LARP, Sci-Fi Dollick LARP Sunday
morning and, of course, an Ongoing
Pokemon Larp. If you wish to
schedule a LARP please contact Lori
at LARP@casfs.org

SPECIAL EVENTS

Therewill bespecia Thursday, July
25, eventsand prizesavailableonly to}
thosewho pre-register. Gaming starts

at 10:00AM on Friday, July 26 and

runsNON-STOP until
Sunday, July 28 at 3PM

Deder's Room

For information about reserving atablein
the dealer’sroom please contact Michael
Bauerlein <mesaman22@aol .com>
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Pro Notes (cont’d from page 7)

represents an unusual opportunity for
those of us who study science fiction, and
will—we hope and expect—amount to a
landmark in the history of science-fiction
criticism. Please do bear in mind that
editorial procedures for thisissue are the
sameasfor PMLA normally. Authors
should send their submissions to the
Managing Editor of thejournal, who will
then send them (in the normal anonymous
fashion) to outside readers; if the
judgment of the readersisfavorable, then
the (still blind) submissions go to the
Editorial Board of PMLAfor afinal
decision. If, aswe hope, you do decide to
submit an article, it should be addressed to
the Managing Editor, PMLA; Modern

L anguage Association; 26 Broadway, 3rd
Floor; New Y ork, NY 10004-1789; USA.
ThedeadlineisMay 31st, 2002.”

David Brinwrites. “ Thetitleof my new
novel—the most original thing I’ ve done
in years—is Kiln People. Take the notion
of golems—temporary clay people (not
clones). Using a“home copier,” you ditto
your memories and agenuineimprint of
your soul, then at day’s end you
download the golem’ smemories. Asa
citizen of thisfuture, you've donethisa
zilliontimesand takeit for granted. Y ou
liveyour lifein parallel, sending expensive
“study golems’ to the library while cheap
models clean the house and your real
body works out at the gym. Two-thirds of
the population is clay, has no rights, and
doesn’t think it’sunfair. Huge fun. Bad
punslike*psycho-ceramics.” Golem
blankscomein ceram-wrap. Getit?;-)
Forgivenessis a 90-page hardcover
graphic novel (or in French, as“Band
Dessinee’...a posh word for a high-class
comic!) that is set in the Star Trek
universe, based on astory | first
envisioned inthe 1960s! Thisismy first
graphic novel, collaborating with the
famed artist Scott Hampton. Another
graphic novel will appear in mid-2002,
much darker and foreboding. Infact, itis
the darkest thing | have ever written,
based on anovellaof minethat camein
second for aHugo Award, about aparallel
world inwhich the Naziswin World War
[1. Itiscalled The Life Eaters. Also on the
horizon for summer 2002: Contacting
Aliens: The Illustrated Guide to David
Brin’sUplift Universe. Thiswill bea
wonderfully funtour of the many alien
races that people have enjoyed in books
like Sartide Rising and The Uplift War.
Those seeking more can download an
uplift story from http://
www.davidbrin.com/. I’ mcurrently
workingonmy first“Heinleinian Juvenile’
novel...this one about some rather
unpleasant aliens who decide that,
because humanity did them afavor, they
owe us agift. The gift they chooseisa
colony on another world. But for
colonists, they zap up 3,000 kidsfroma
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Californianhigh schoal...”

BarrieLynnBryant writes. “A.B.
Word has recently had five books
published with her artwork on covers; al
were published by Dark Regions Press.
Booksby Mary Soon Lee, Brian A.
Hopkins, JamesDorr, andtwo by Ken
Wisman. Now, Dark Regionsis publishing
two others featuring Word's art on the
coversthat are due out by summer. They
are authored by Sar ah Hoyt (who also
recently published with Ace books) and
again Mary Soon Lee. Word will be
attending and exhibiting at The World
Horror Convention (Chicago); Comic-Con
(San Diego), WorldCon (San Jose),
MileHiCon (Denver) and, possibly, World
Fantasy Con (Minneapolis). She may send
some work to other cons, including
L epreCon. Check out the recent feature
published in Billings Gazette (http://
www.billingsgazette.com/
archive.php?section=life& display=rednews/
2002/01/19/build/life/00-fantasy.inc). The
painting that comes up on that page won
the Best of Show at LepreCon and it states
that on the caption.

M. Christian writes. “Busy onthis
end...inaword: ‘whew!” Dirty Words, my
first collection, just got nominated for a
LambdaLiterary Award; Speaking Parts
(the leshian anthology) will be out in July;
| just signed for athird anthology,
Bodywork, whichwill beout thistime next
year; coming out in the next few months
are a couple of anthologies—Villains and
Vixens(with JamieJoy Gatto), and Best §
M Erotica (both from Black Books). Also,
Rough Suff 2 will also be out inthe
summer from Alyson Books (that | edited
with Simon Sheppar d). Aside, there' sa
bunch of stories coming out al over the
place...”

John Clutewrites: “My SF novel,
Appleseed , appeared in the States from
Tor (January 2002). Did anintroduction to
David Lindsay’ sAVoyageto Arcturusfor
the University of Nebraska Bison Books
series. Production values on this reprint of
Lindsay’ sgreat novel are extremely high.

Alyx Dellamonicawrites. “My new
story, “ Three Times over the Falls,” isup
on SCIFI.COM, and can be found at: http:/
Imwww.scifi.com/scifiction/originals/
originals_archive/dellamonica2/.”

Robert L. Forwardisworkingfull-time
now on his space tethers company (http://
www.tethers.com). Heisplanning an
autobiography and, perhaps, one more SF
novel before calling it quits on the SF
scene.

With his nomination as Best Artist
Frank Kelly Freas—whowill celebratehis
80" birthday thisyear, on August 27"
(Happy Impending Birthday, my

(dozenth?) Hugo Award.

JamesE. Gunnwrites: “ Scarecrow
Pressis reprinting the updated The Road
to Science Fiction #3: From Heinlein to
Here(till availablenow). Volume#1 will
beout in September, Volume#2,in

October or November. I’ vejust turned in
the manuscript for a collection of short
stories titled Human Voices, to be
published later this year by Thorndike,
and I’ ve just finished an autobiographical
update for Contemporary Authors.”

| am sad to report that writer Jack C.
Haldeman |1 died on 1 January 2002. For
moreinformation on thiswonderful man
and writer, please see his Website at http:/
wwwe.sff.net/peopl e/jack.haldeman.

TheTexasA&M University Libraries
havenamed Hal W. Hall asthelreneB.
Hoadley/Friends of the Sterling C. Evans
Library Professor. Hall isthe Curator of the
Science Fiction and Fantasy Research
Collection at the Cushing Memorial
Library and Archives. Namedfor IreneB.
Hoadley, former director of the Sterling C.
EvansLibrary, the Hoadley/Friends
Professorship isawarded to alibrarian
scholar for an outstanding research
project. Hall’ sproject, “Marketinga
Research Collection: Devel oping Scholarly
Tools as aMethod of Marketing Library
Research Collections,” will developthree
important researchtools. Hall will create
the first Web-based register of library
collections of science fiction and fantasy.
Hewill also develop aregister of
individual author collectionsin libraries
and of book manuscripts. Hewill continue
work on the Science Fiction and Fantasy
Research Database through 2003. “ The
Cushing Library’s sciencefiction and
fantasy collection isalready widely
recoghized and heavily used. These new
toolsdevel oped by Hal Hall will facilitate
access to and use of the collection for
researchers around theworld,” explained
University LibrariesDeanFred M . Heath
inmaking theaward. Congratulations, Hal
Philip Kaveny has*“signed acontract to
review books for The New York Review of
Science Fiction. | have reviews coming
out in The Journal of Utopian Studies,
and will bedoing aReview Interview
featurefor LydaM orehouse' snovel
Fallen Host for The SFRA Review. | also
was promoted to Literary Editor of The
Midwest Book Review (http://
www.midwestbookreview.com), and | have
been inspired by one of my fansto
continue work on my fantasy/romance,
The Saga of Igor (http://
nakedprogrammer.com/PhilK/
SagaOfigor.htm).” David L angfor d writes:
“Forthcoming stuff includes the second
“Discworld” quizbook, The Wyrdest Link,
duefrom Gollancz (London) in April, and
thefat critical collection, Up Through an
Empty House of Sars. Reviews and
Essays 1980-2001, containing 95 of my
pieces on SF and to be scheduled, er, real
soonnow...” Gary Lovis at Gryphon
Books has rel eased Barsoom: Edgar Rice
Burroughs & The Martian Vision by
Richard L upoff, withagreat new Geor ge
Barr cover and illustrations; Sherlock
Holmes & the Terror Out of Time by
Ralph Vaughan, inwhichHolmesand
Professor Challenger fight minions of
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Cthulhu in London; Hardboiled #27/28, a
200+pp trade paperback with acolor cover,
33 origina hardboiled crime storiesby the
likesof Andrew Vachss, Stephen
Solomita, Joe Hensley and others. Also
just out is Paperback Parade #57,
featuringinterviewswith Bruce Cassiday
(akaCar son Bingham) and Beat poet
CharlesPlymell. Therewill beanew
catalog coming out next month. Lovisi's
14th Annual NY Collectable PB & Pulp
Fiction Expowill beheld Sunday,
September 22,2002inNY C, with 20 guests,
includingBarry N.Malzber g, F. Paul
Wilson, Ed Hoch, Ron Goulart,Henry
Slesar, John Norman, and many others!”
John R. M ason writes: “Withmy
father’ shelp, | am in the process of
publishing/republishing his (DouglasR.
Mason, a.k.a. John Rankine) back
catalogue of novelsin MS Reader e-book
format. This consists of about 42 SF works
fromthe 1960sand ‘ 70s (the “ Golden Age”
of British SF). Sixteen of these are already
published and available from many online
e-book stores. For more info on this see
(http://www.gol denappl e.u-net.com). The
Website hasan MP3 interview with my
father, photos and lists/previews of all the
recent publications. The latest, and most
exciting development isthe publication for
the first time of Forgotten Rocket (15 Feb
2002). Thiswasnhever originally
published—being used instead for the
Space 1999 original novel Phoenix of
Megaron (John Rankine). Whilethe plot
lineisbasically the same (without the
1999 characters) it was mostly rewritten
when changed to Phoenix. It makesfor a
fascinating comparison. For more
information on this, see the Website (as
above) and click the“More Info” link on
the Forgotten Rocket description page.
Hopefully, thiswill bring someclassic
British SF to anew generation of readers
inarea SFformat. The mainfeature of
these e-books is that they are fully
searchable and can be annotated.” M arty
and AliceM assoglia of M assogliaBooks
came through Phoenix and Tucson on a
book buying tripin March. They will be at
LepreCon, Westercon, and possibly
WorldCon. Their bookstore Website can
be found at http://home.pacbell.net/
ambooks.Susan R. M atthewswrites: “1've
just turned in the fourth “Koscuisko”
novel, The Devil and Deep Space, to my
wonderful editor at Roc for publicationin
October of 2002. Thiswasthe second on a
two-book contract, so we' |l see what
happens next. Angel of Destruction, my
October 2001 book, seemsto be doing
pretty well, which pleases me because |
really liked thebook. I'll be at Norwescon
at the end of March and am considering
attending Readercon in July, aswell as
planning on going to WorldCon in San
Jose. My real news, though, isthat I've
been asked to [be] GoH at Orycon 24 in
November! | couldn’t be more pleased.
Thisisareally nice conventionand I've

(Cont’d on back cover )
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WherelL ateTheSweet BirdsSang
By KateWilhelm
Tom Doherty, tradepb, $13.95

Thisreview may be wasted on many of
youwho arecompletely familiar withKate
Wilhelm’smany stories; but, if | can tempt
ayoungster into trying her stuff then my
timeisworthit. MsWilhelm hasbeen
writing at a steady pace since at least the
1950's, both mysteriesand SF, ismarried
to Damon Knight and helped start the
Clarion workshops. Her work has been a
challenge to both publishers and
booksellers who try to pigeonhole her.
This particular book is my personal
favorite and isatimely subject.

Where Late... isastory set near the
end of the 20th century when it becomes
evident to everyone that pollution levels
have reached an irreversible point; plants
and animalsare dying and world-wide
panic setsin. Onefar-sighted family with
great resources decides to do what they
canto preservetheir ownfamilyina
remotevalley (somewherenear Virginia, |
think). David, ayoung geneticist, comes
hometo thefamily farmtofind hiselders
deep into clone research in an attempt to
renew the dwindling animal population.
Many species had become sterile. While
the outside world crumbles around them
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with food riots, invasions and finally
nuclear weapons, they discover what the
governments are hiding: humans are also
becoming sterile. David’ sunclesdecide
they must take the next step and try to
clone humans, too. Theplanisto
produce sufficient generations of clones
to bypass whatever is causing the sterility
and then be able to reproduce normally.

The clones discover what multiple-
birth children have awaysknown: a
strong empathic, almost telepathic link to
their sisters and brothers. The “elders’
are dwindling and the younger, stronger
clones are now managing the cloning
processes when David begins to suspect
their researchismoving in adifferent
direction. When he discoverstheir true
plan, heishorrified and tries to destroy
thelaboratory. Heisexiled fromthe
colony. The clones have decided they are
the next evolutionary step and do not wish
to return to the “human” condition. They
plan to maintain the entire popul ation by
cloning only. As the generations
progress, a completely different society
emerges, isolatedintheir valley.

The conflict in the story comes when
the new Eldersrealize their supplies have
reached acritically low level and they must
explorethecitiesand try to find
replacements; most critical arecertain
supplies necessary to maintain the cloning
processes. They send out ateam to
Washington, D.C. The five men and one
woman come from separate clone groups

and are away from their brothers and
sistersfor thefirst timeintheir lives. The
separation is agony for them, they nearly
die before they can return. And each of
themis permanently scarred from the
experience of being anindividual for the
first time. Molly finds she cannot go back
to her previous existence, she actually
wants to be alone some of the time and
discovers her link to her sistersis
weakening. Ben also discovers his
connection to his brothersisn’t as strong
and when Moally isexiled, hefindshe' d
rather spend time with her alone than with
his brothers. When Molly discovers she's
pregnant, she hides from the colony; but
when the baby isfive, they are discovered.
Sincefertilefemalesarestill rareand
necessary to the breeding program, sheis
drugged and conditioned and placed with
other breeders. Mark, her son, israised in
thecolony. Mark isasingleindividual ina
colony of clones; an alien to them.
However, as the repercussions of that first
survey team continue to baffle the
scientists; they begin to consider how
Mark’s uniqueness may help them
overcometheir problems. Mark’s
uniqueness, hisindividuality, may give
them answers they don’t anticipate.

Ms. Wilhelm’ swriting isclear, concise
and evocative. | have seldom read stories
that ring so clear inmy head. - Catherine
Book

ConNotations

TheFiery Cross
by DianaGabaldon
Delecorte Press, 979 pages, $27.99

TheFiery Crossisthefifth volume[
not counting the Outlandish Companion ]
of the Outlander seriesof time-travel
historical novels.

JamieFraser, and hiswife, Claire
formerly of the 20th century, have settled
in the Carolinas on aland grant from the
British Governor. Hence, they owehim
duty, when the militiaiscalled up to
suppress the Regulators rebellion. They
have beenjoined by Jamieand Claire’s
daughter, Brianna and her husband Roger
McKenzie. Roger is hanged as aregulator
after being framed by the jealous husband
of awomen he saved in aprevious volume
{no good deed goes unpunished}.
Roger’s nemesisisthe son of Jamie's
nemesisfromthefirst volume. Roger is
saved by abad knot, and Claire' s surgery

As The book progresses toward the
American Revolution, Stephen Bonnet ,
the Irish Pirate who raped Briannain the
previous volume and left her with achild,
returns and attempts to kidnap Brianna
and her child. He wantsto force her great
aunt Jocasta to give him hidden Jacobite
gold. No reader has ever accused Ms.
Gabaldon of having only one simple plot
line. Jamieand Claire, Briannaand Roger
must al jugglebeliefs, loyalties, and some

( Cont’d on page 18)
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In Our Book (cont’d from page 16)

knowledge of history that hasn't
happened, as the years just before the
revolution pass.

Thefirst quarter of the book contains
enough exposition to slow it down but
does not lose the readers interest. It sets
up theroller coaster ride that the rest of
the book travels at pace. You'll want every
detail. Thisreviewer feelsthat The Fiery
Crossisthe best since the first volume,
and would call it amust for Gabaldon fans.
Evenifitisyour first Gabaldon adventure,
it will send you back for therest. Ata
recent book signing, the author stated
therearetwo moreto go. I’ mlooking
forwardtothem. - .Pam Allan

The SkiesOf Pern
by AnneM cCaffrey
Ballantine, 384 pages, $25.00

The Skies Of Pern isthe 13th book of
Ms. McCaffrey’ s Pern series.

Technology has begun areturn to
Pern. Aivas, the computer brought by
Pern’s colonists[ Prior to meeting
threadfall] has been rediscovered. The
dragons and their riders have blown the
errant spore carrier out of orbit. Thiswill
bethelast threadfall. New medical care
and tools are making their way into
society. A group of Pern residents, called
Abominators, want everything back the
way it was, and all traces of Aivas

knowledge destroyed. They are attacking
anyplace the knowledge is used. The
Dragonriderswill belooking for work after
thisthreadfall. Pern ischanging.

Theremaining satellite, the remains of
the Y okohama, tracksan incoming comet
that impacts Pern, and the dragon riders
evacuate the holds, saving the residents.
Can they save Pern, themselves and cope
with both the changes, attacks, and
everything else coming at them at once?.
Will the dragons themselves hold the
Key?

Thisisthe best Pern novel in years
and will be on the must get list of all
McCaffrey fans. Good plot and subplots,
characters, and fast movement in the
Pernian Ambiance. A winner. - Pam Allan

ExploringM editation
by Dr, Susan G. Shumsky
New PageBooks, 231 pages[with
additional notesand bibliography], $14.99

Exploring meditation isastep by step

manual to develop yoga style meditation,
sharpen intuition, and find a spiritual path
for “everybody”. It includes exercises
[physical and spiritual] Diet and dollops of
Eastern Wisdom.
A former disciple of Maharishi Mahesh
Y ogi, Dr. Shumsky haswritten ahel pful
book for those embarking on a spiritual
Path- Pam Allan

DivineRevelation
by Dr. Susan G. Shumsky
Simon and Schuster, 245 pages[with
additional glossary, notesand
bibliography] $11.00

DivineRevelationexplainsDr.
Shumsky’ s techniques to opening
yourself to the powers within, to hear the
“still small voice”withinand useit to
augment our decision making capabilities.
Ms. Shumsky uses a yoga based series of
practices to open up path to spiritua
enlightenment. A useful book for those
looking for aspiritua path - Pam Allan

Black Wolf
by DaveGross
Wizardsof TheCoast, 312 pp, $6.99

Black Wolf is part of aForgotten
Realms series but are not in numbered
volumes or by the same author. It does
stand alone with the exposition in the first
few chapters.

Talbot Uskevren is the younger son of
aleading merchant family. He spends his
days practicing swordsmanship and
working with atheater group to the
disgust of hisfamily. However he has
been bitten by awerewolf fromafamily in
blood feud with hisown. The clerics of
both Malar, the cruel god of the
Brotherhood of the Black Blood and the

more compassionate Selune, the moon
goddess say that he must find away to
control the wolf within and also learn to
unchain the wolf to protect hisfamily and
hiscity.

There are also questions about his
best friend, and a relationship growing
with the Selune clericwhoishelping him
control the wolf. It doesn’t help that his
family relationshipsarein disarray.
Meanwhile, theMalveenfamily of were
creatures and vampires are out to get them
al.

Lots of action, good and bad guys,
and in general avery pleasant piece of
escape reading for alazy afternoon. - Pam
Allan

Keep OnTheBorderlands
by RuEmerson
Wizar dsOf The Coast, 310 pages, $6.99

Keep On The Borderlandsis apart of
the Greyhawk seriesfrom Wizards of the
Coast. | have not read any of the series
other than this but note that it is not
designated by book or volume number .
This one does stand alone but does
appear to leave itself open for sequel.

Female mercenary Eddisand her band
have gotten their caravan through ambush
to the Keep, as has the mercenary band of
Jerdren. They collect their wages, and
prepare to travel when invited to feast with

(cont’don page?1)

AME DEPOT

“Voted AZ's Best Game Store”

Complete Selection of Games Workshop®,
Wargames, Role Playing Games,
Collectible Card Games « Miniatures
Board Games * Mahjong « Dominoes

Cribbage * Chess * Go
NW corner of Southern & McClintock

(480) 966-4727

3136 S. McClintock
Tempe, AZ 85282

Come see
us at our
NEW
LOCATION
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In Our Book (cont’d from page 16)
the Castellan.

A new job is proposed, sufficiently
lucrativeto gain their agreement. Take
some soldiers from the keep, and wipe out
the banditsin their lair. They accept.

They complete thistask. The next offer
isto clean out the Caves Of Chaos which
they accept eagerly knowing the Orcswill
have lots of treasure. Of coursethereisa
minor problem of Ogres, Bugbears, and
Hobgoblinsto fill out the ranks of Kobalds
and other assorted nasties. Why are all
these bad guys, who normally can’t stand
each other, working together? Did we
forget to mention the evil priest/mages of
Chaos.

They do makelifeinteresting. and
don't forget the undead. Why waste a
soldier just because he's dead. Thankfully,
the good guys have a priest mage, elf
warrior mages, adwarf, and ,Ohyes, a
light-fingered lock picker and a10year old
orphan taken from the original set of
bandits.

The Story lineis predictable, but the
characters better drawn than usual. Some
of the detall is quite engaging. It makesa
very pleasant read. - Pam Allan

Chosen of theGods
Kingpriest Trilogy, VolumeOne
by ChrisPierson
Wizar dsof the Coast, 344 pages, $6.99

Once again the forces of darkness are
on therise. Using lies and deception They
seek to corrupt the ruler of mighty Istar.
But Istar’ sruler isthe Kingpriest, chosen
of the gods. Can he be corrupted? and if
he can what hopeisthere for lesser men?

Set in the fantasy world of Krynn this
isatale of intrigue, suspense and war.
With the old Kingpriest dying and the
border lands wracked by plague and
revolt, many act to seek justice but afew
act to gain power. How far are those few
willing to go? And how many of them
follow the dark path? But all isnot lost for
aprophetic dream has lead the high
priestess of Paladineto the Lightbringer,
the true chosen of the gods.

ChrisPiersonisataented writer who
has written a very good story. Chosen
of the Gods quickly grabbed my
attention and held it for the whole book.
For peoplelooking for awell paced action/
suspense novel thisis avery good choice.
-William B.Whitmore

¢ Parties

+" Facepainting

By
John T. Wheeler

The Video Room Guy

¢ Special Occassions

¢ Just for Fun
Appearing at Leprecon 28

hitp./imembers.aol.com/eacenapainting/me. htm
**602-992-3414™
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TheLion
ClanWar Seventh Scroll
by Stephen D. Sullivan
Wizar dsof the Coast, 282 pages., $6.99

Can the clans of Rokugan put aside
their blood feuds and palitical intrigue
long enough to defeat the demon Fu
Leng?Mr. Sullivan’stalent is obvious.
From the detailed mythology to the
intense interpersonal relationships
between the characters this author shows
great talent. He has written a good sword
and sorcery hack and slash with believable
battle scenes. His story is fast paced and
tightly knit and shows great skill asa
writer.

Unfortunately Thisis the seventh and
final novel inaseriesand it isdefinitely
not a stand alone. Because | have not read
the other novelsin the series | frequently
found myself lost. His detailed mythology
assumes that you know what happened in
prior booksto explain why demons are
loosein theworld. Theintricate web of
lies, deceit, and blood feud between the
charactersis complex and obviously built
with great care but without having read
the prior books | was unable to figure out
why the conflict existed.

While | am sure that people who have
read the serieswill eagerly buy this
concluding story | would strongly
recommend that anyone thinking of
buying this novel first read the othersin
theseries. - William B. Whitmore

Archangel Protocol
By LydaMorehouse
ROC, 342 pages, $6.99

Shades of Nehemiah Scudder! We
have anew and truly original American
Theocratic Republicwherean extremely
evil politician, EtienneLetourneau, is
trying to carry things one intolerable step
further. As disaster approaches our
heroine, Deidre McManus, is dragged into
the coming events by none other than
Michael the Archangel.

Letourneauisimplicitly claimingtobe
the Christ of the Second Coming. His
claims appear to be validated by the Link
Angel manifestations seen by millionsvia
the Net Links worn by nearly everyone.
Michael and hisfellow Archangels know
them to be false, but need help dealing
withthem. Deidreand theMalchim, an
underground organization of religious
nonconformists provide aid. Mornigstar/
Satan seems to be on the side of Good and
Right providing aid and support to the
other Archangels. Mouse of Mouse.net
appears supportive, but is he?

The novel combines several sub-
genres of Science Fiction very
successfully. C.S. Lewis, Melissa Scott
and Robert Heinlein would love thisone.
—Gary Swaty
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Club
Listings
(EDITOR’S NOTE: Please check your club

listing for errors. Please send corrections and
updates to the editor in writing or via email)

ADRIAN EMPIRE A medieva and

renai ssance recreationist club. Sword-
fighting, arts, banquets, masquerades,
dances. meets every Wednesday night
from 7-10pm at Encanto Park. All are
welcome. Free. For details, call (602)582-
6990.

ARIZONA LANBASHERSLEAGUEA
collaboration of computer gaming
enthusiasts, the Arizona LANbashers
Leaguethrows quarterly LANparty
events. Between parties, support is given
to local groups who wish to advertise their
own gatherings. We have no set genre of
games and play anything from strategy
games to first-person shooters to driving/
flying simulations. No annual membership
isrequired and admission to an event
ranges from $5-$15. See our webpagefor
current events. Email:
azlanbashers@earthling.net Web: http:/
www.lanparty.com/al/ VoiceMail: 602-306-
9339

THEAWAY TEAM: TheAway Team,isa
general sci-fi appreciation group that
meets once a month for discussion of
various sci-fi news regarding several
mediumsto include: television, movies,
video, books, comics, magazines,
collecting, and so forth. The meetings are
comprised of news, review and comment,
BBS/computer newsand help, meeting
new members, video presentations, games,
and socializing fun! Food and drinks are
provided, viaa$3 munchiefee (per
meeting) to compensate the host. (No
other fees areinvolved.) The electronic
home of the Away Team, isthe Lightspeed
Space Station BBS at (520) 325-6674....
Member agesfor the group range from 13-
40-something with both male and female
members. Other activitiesinclude null-
modem link gamefests, group theater
movie viewings, convention trips and
more. Have sci-fi funin arelaxed, low-
structureenvironment. NO RUBBER EARS
ALLOWED!! For questions, you can call
theBBS, or writeto: LSSc/oR. Martin;
2522 N. Sparkman Blvd.; Tucson, AZ
85716

BASFA BajaArizonaScienceFiction
Association, anon-profit organization.
Puts on TusCon Convention annually.
Webpage: http://home.earthlink.net/~basfa
Emall: basfa@earthlink.net

CENTRALARIZONA SPECULATIVE
FICTION SOCIETY,INC.(CASFS) The
non-profit corporation that puts on
CopperCon conventions, SmurfCons,
HexaCons, occasional regional cons, and
publishes Con-Notations. Best described
as SF/F generalists with a strong bent
towardsliterary SF/F. Guestswelcome-
meets at 8pm on the last Friday of each
month in January thru September and the
second Friday in October, November and
December at JB’s Restaurant, 2560 W.
Indian School in Phoenix, AZ. Write PO
Box 62613, Phoenix, AZ 85082-2613 or call
Stephaniel. Bannon (602)973-2341 for
information. Web www.casfs.org

(cont’d on page 22)
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C.R.O.F.T. Cdltic Reenactment of
Fellowship and Tradesis Phoenix based
Reenactment group specidizing inthe
western European renaissance. As an org-
anization, itisour goal to promote felow-
ship whileresearching lifestylesand
trades concurrent with the Celtic Peoples
from 400 BC until 1746 AD. Although most
members claim Scots, Irish or Welsh an-
cestry and do Celtic re-enactment, it isour
intent to open participation to anyone with
an interest in period crafting and enter-
tainment, no matter what his/her ethnicity.
The sense of being areal village surround-
ing Croft isvital to promote afeeling of
family and fellowship which wasareality
inearlier times. Croftisafamily-oriented
and kid-friendly organization.

C.R.O.E.T. members can befound demon-
strating in events such as the Highland
Games, Scarborough Fair, and theArizona
Renaissance Festival.

Web page http://www.crofters.org

THE DARK ONES (Dark-wunz) n. 1) An
organization formed for the expression and
exploration of various cultural themes
including, but not limited to, the Dark
Ages and the Renaissance through forms
of art including, but not limited to,
painting, drawing, writing, photography,
spoken word, and acts of characterization.
2) amember of thisorganization. 3) Infor-
mation available at www.darkones.org

DAY STAR HOLT Arizona sfirstand
longest-running Elfquest fan club. Daystar
meetsto talk about EQ and related stuff,
develop characters, publish storiesin our
‘zine Playelf and create an annual
calendar. Other common interestsinclude
music, belly dance, camping and of course,
SF. Membershipisfree (18 or over) andis
attained by group vote after you attend
two meetings or holt-related get-togethers.
Meetings are usually the first Saturday of
each month; for moreinfo, call Tomor
Janiceat (602) 581-2258. They havea
website up at http://members.home.net/
jeanderson/daystarholt.html

THEEMPIRE OFCHIVALRY AND
STEEL, INC. TheEmpireof Chivalry and
Steel specializesinthegeneral recreation
of the culture of the Middle Ages
including al of the Art Forms, Events
(Feasts, Tournaments, Ceremonies and
Wars) and Combat Arts covering the years
of 800AD up to 1650AD and any location
within Europeor itsexplored territories.
For moreinformation contact Bart Smith
(Phoenix) (602)937-6995 or Leonard Bird
(Tucson) (520)742-2432

THE JEDI KNIGHTSMeetingsarethe 3rd
Sunday of each month. For more
information call Carol Alves, Publicity,
(760)244-9593 or write Jedi Knights, c/o Jm
Lowerre, 12291 Meade Street, Garden
Grove, CA 92841-3629

LEPRECON, INC. Oneof thetwo Phoenix
area corporations that put on yearly
conventions. Best described as SF/F
generalistswith amain thrust into SF/F art.
Guestsarewelcome. The meetingsare
quarterly on the second Saturday of
February, May, August & November
unless otherwise notified. August is the
annual meeting where board positions are
determined. For moreinformation, write PO
Box 26665, Tempe, AZ 85285 ; call Mike
Willmoth at (480) 945-6890 or Email:
mwillmoth@comupserve.com
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MIB TheMeninBlack istheofficial
organization of field operativesfor Steve
Jackson Games. They attend local
conventions to demonstrate and promote
products of Steve Jackson Games. The
also schedule demosin local gaming
stores. If you have a gaming store or
convention that you would like to have
official Steve Jackson Games
representation at, please contact the MIB
ArizonaCell Leader at
justjessie@mindspring.com.

PAReX isanon-profit, just for fun
organization dedicated to the proliferation
of robotics as a hobby. Monthly meetings
will be held and will be announced under
the Meeting Information page, http://
www.parex.org/meetinfo.htm. All interest-
ed persons are invited to participate. We
are currently in the process of getting
organized and becoming an official
organization with tax status. Web page:
http://www.parex.org/ E-mail Contact: John
Kittel srud, johnkit@teamdroid.com

THEPHOENIX FANTASY FILM
SOCIETY A Phoenix based club interest-
ed in the entire realm of SF, Fantasy and
Horror film. PFFS hasbeen in existencefor
25 years, meeting every 6 weeksin mem-
ber’shomes. Duesare $10 per year.
Membership includes newsletters, an
annual film awards and various outings.
For information, contact PFFS, PO. Box
34023, Phoenix, AZ 85067 or call David
Storck at (602) 274 7404, e mail:
Menzeez@aol .com.

PHOENIX JAPANIMATIONSOCIETY
Local chapter of Japani mation/general
animation oriented fans - meets monthly.
Membership is free, though optional
monthly newdl etter is $5/year or $.50 per
month. Call Tom Perry at (602) 996-2196 or
write 3241 E. Altadena, Phoenix, AZ 85028.

RAGE ACROSSTHE SOUTHWEST A
Live Action Theatre Troupe based out of
the ASU campusin Tempe, AZ. Itis
dedicated to the game Werewolf: The
Apocalypse by White Wolf publishing.
Contact Mike McLaughlin at (602)461-5842
or write 1730 W EmelitaPlace #2025, Mesa
AZ85202-3144 or email to
warlok@aztec.asu.edu

RAW GAMES(Role-players&
Wargamers, Inc.) Role-players&
Wargamers, Inc. isthe Valley's oldest role-
playing and wargaming club. Currently
meeting at 8159 W. Weldon in Phoenix
every Sunday from 3pm-9pm (except
during conventions and other special
events). Open to new members- call (602)
849-9515. WWW.rawgames.org

SCIENCEFICTIONCONTINUUM

The Science Fiction Continuum: An
Independent Star Trek and Sci-Fi clubin
Phoenix, AZ. The SFCOM isan activeclub
that participatesin Loca Phoenix, and
Southwestern Star Trek and Sci-Fi
conventions and movies. The SFCOM has
threedifferent divisions. The SFCOM
itself, afree group where fun isthe name
of the game. The Deep Space SolarFlare
(DSSF) an active member clubinthe
International Federation of Treker’'s(IFT).
This group is based on DS9 (a space
station). And the IKV Sto-Vo-Kor
(Independent Klingon Vessel). A Klingon
Bird of Prey, roaming the desert looking for
battle. Are the Fed’s too soft, looking for
combat, feel thecall to glory. Thisisthe
ship for you. Membership inthe SFCOM

isfree! Tojoin DSSF or the Sto-Vo-Kor a
nominal feefor the national clubsinvolved
and uniforms. For further information contact
President John Nelson at (602) 409-7169 or on
theinternet at; BNel son502@aol.com or
check out our web site. http://
www.thesfcom.com

SFACE (Speculative Fiction And Computer
Enthusiasts) Phoenix College’'s one and only
connection to the worlds of speculative
fiction, including sciencefiction, fantasy, and
horror aswell astabletop, live action and
internet gaming, SFACE also servesasa
guide through the Internet - both teaching
basic use and utilizing as a source of
speculativefiction. For moreinfo contact Dr
Ray Bromley at bromley.ray@
al.pc.maricopa.edu. The SFACE Web siteis
found at http://www.pc. maricopa.edu/
departments/studentact/organi zations/sface/

SHADOWKEEP BBSIntelligent conver-
sation, awesome graphics, stupendous door
games, unworldly filebank, RPG forums,
QWK message system and online RPG BBS-
moderated games! Our BBSismainly RPG
oriented and we offer many servicesto GMs
and players. No fees necessary for users who
post intelligent messages! $5 in creditsto
new users. Over 20 conferences and 10 doors
to choose from! Shadowkeep BBS- PCBoard
15.2/M - USRobotics 28.8 Modem. Phoenix,
AZ (602)245-0919; Connect at 2400-28800

THESOCIETY FOR CREATIVEANACH-
RONISM Thekingdom of Atenveldt dothlie
in the state of Arizona. Within the fair
kingdom can befound six Baronies:
Atenveldt, Mons Tonitrus, Twin Moons,
SunDragon, Tir Y sgithr and Ered Sul. For
more information on any of these or for
general information on thy past tomorrows
thou mayest contact Mistress Myrddina o
Dolwyddelan (Terry Schwartz) PO Box 584,
SonoitaAZ 85637 (520)455-5835 Email:
myrddinal@aol.comwww.atenveldt.org

THE SOUTHWEST COSTUMER’SGUILD
The Southwest Costumers Guild isaloose
organization of personsinterested in all
facetsof historical, cultural, sciencefiction,
fantasy, and humor costume. Members are
often seen on stage and behind the scenes at
local and regional ScienceFiction
Convention masquerades. They meet on the
last Sunday of each month at various
members homesin the greater Phoenix area.
For details. Southwest Costumers Guild, PO
Box 39504, Phoenix, AZ 85609 or call Randall
Whitlock at (602)995-7514, email:
costumers@casfs.org or Wehsite:
www.southwestcostumersguild.org

SPACEACCESSSOCIETY SpaceAccess
Society’s sole purpose is to promote radically
cheaper access to space, ASAP. We think it's
possiblewithinten years, with alittle luck
and alot of hard work. Join usand help us
makeit happen! SAS membershipis$30for
one year, which gets you emailed Space
Access Updates the instant they pass fina
edit, plus discounts on our annual
conference on the technology, politics, and
business of radically cheaper space
transportation, featuring leading players in
thefield. Email usat: Space.Access@Space-
Access.org Web page: www.space-
access.org/

STARBASE TUCSON TucsonArizona
based Star Trek club. For info call Geof Wood
at (520) 746-1822 or write Starbase Tucson ;
3314 E. Benson Hwy ; Tucson AZ 85706.
Email:pegasi sA09@aol.com

ConNotations

TARDISTARDISisaPhoenix-based
General SF/Fantasy Fan Club,
specializingin International media SF/
Fantasy since 1983. TARDIS meets
every two weeks at different locations
around the valley. Activitiesinclude
watching videos, discussions, parties,
fund-raisers, auctions, games, camping
trips and outings. We also maintain an
active presence at local conventions.
TARDI S publishesamonthly inform-
ative newsletter, The Index File, witha
national circulation whichisincluded
with membership. Annual membership
isjust $12.50. You can contact usat PO.
Box 63191, Phoenix, AZ 85082-3191,
VoiceMail at (602) 864-0901, E-mall
TARDIS-Info@primenet.comor visit
http://www.primenet.com/~jgeorge/
tardis.html

TEKWAR FAN CL UB Sanctioned by
the series’ production companies and
the USA Network! ItisTHE information
conduit between the fans and the
series! Fan club membershipwill bring
you the following 1) subscription to the
infofilled Tek Informer newdletter; 2)
official TekWar Fan Club membership
card and kit. Membership isby regular
mail only and the newsletter and
materialswill not be reproduced
electronically. Tojoin the action and
initiate your annual membership, make
check or money order out for $12.50to:
Official TekWar Fan Club (Membership
section), 2522 N Sparkman Blvd.,
Tucson AZ 85716-2417

T.H.EM.TH.EM.isASU sscience
fiction and fantasy club. Weekly
meetings are held on the Arizona State
University campus, with dates and
places to be announced after the
semester starts. For moreinformation,
contact Erik Wennstrom, email:
ew@asu.edu Phone: 480-968-5257.To
subscribe to our listserve, send a
message to them-request@asu.edu.

TUCSON FANALLIANCE E-Mail
Addressis Bkoehler@Juno.com or
DMitchel 1@Juno.com.

USSSTORMBRINGER TheStorm-
bringer is a correspondence Star Trek
fan club chapter of Starfleet, Intl. based
out of Tucson AZ. The chapter was
commissioned asthe USS Stormbringer
NCC-74213, attached to Division 31,
Starfleet Covert Operations, on 10/31/
98. Asof 11/29/98 therewere 32
members. There are no dues other than
the$15forjoining Starfleet Intl..
Members are scattered world wide but
the primary clustersarein Tucson, AZ
and Plano, TX. They don't meet on a
regular basis since they are a
correspondence chapter. Their web site
is:  http://www.geocities.com/Areab1/
Vault/9505/ and their contact/COis
Capt. DavePitts,
thepittss2@hotmail.com.

Z-PHILESaretheariZonax-PHILES.
Wemaintainamailing list for newsand
get-togethers of fans of the X-Files
living in Arizona. We get together in
both the Phoenix and Tucson areas. To
subscribe, send an empty message to z-
philes-subscribe@egroups.com

UNITED FEDERATION OFPHOENIX
A Phoenix area Star Trek and general
SciFi fan club. We areasocial club that

(cont’d on page 23)
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meets every two weeks at various
locations around the Phoenix area. The
UFP has been meeting for over 25 years of
continuous activity. Dues are $15/per year
prorated when you join; no restrictions.

M embership includes membership roster
and monthly newsl etter. Cometo any two
meetingsat no obligation. For information,
writethe UFP at PO Box 37224, Phoenix,
AZ 85069, or call Jim Strait at (602) 242-
9203. Web page: http://www.U-F-P.org or
Email to Info@U-F-P.org

UNITEDWHOVIANSOFTUCSON

A well-informed and very active Dr. Who
club. $15 yearly membership includesfour
issuesof their fanzine- TARDIS TimeLore
- written by semi-pros and other dedicated
fans. For moreinformation, contact The
United Whovians of Tucson at P. O. Box
13541, Tucson, AZ 85732-3541. Also, you
can contact the president at

kfbuwot@aol .com or the UWOT
webmaster at unitedwhovians@aol.com
Web page at: http://www.azstarnet.com/
~hgadIng/uwotclub.htm

Western Science Fiction Association
(WesternSFA) A non-profit corporation
that sponsors the ConRunners seminars
and is sponsoring a bid for the 2004
Westercon. Dedicated primarily to
educational activitiesrelating to literature,
music, and visual and performing arts,
especialy in the genres of sciencefiction,
fantasy, costuming, gaming and science.
Applicantsfor membershipin
WesternSFA must be sponsored by a
current active WesternSFA member. Dues
are$10yearly plusa$s non-refundable
application fee. General Meetingsare held
on thefirst Friday of February, May,
August and November, usually at the
home of amember. Guestsarewelcome.
For moreinfo contact Craig Dyer at
WesternSFA, PO Box 87457, Phoenix AZ
85082, (602) 973-2341, Email:
craig@doverkeep.com. Webpage:
www.westernsfa.org
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Listings

Space Access’ 02, (Phoenix, AZ) April 25-
27, 2002 at the Quality Inn South
Mountain. Space Access So-ciety’s ninth
annual conference on the technology,
politics, and business of radically cheaper
space transportation. Check www.space-
access.org for details; inquire at
sas@nlzero.com about our “local fan”
discount.

ConFurence(Burbank CA) April 26-28,
2002 Hilton Burbank Airport &
Convention Center. Guests: Eric Garcia,
Roz Gibson, Ed L uena. Memberships $35
thru March 15, $45 at the door. Info: The
ConFurence Group, POBox 84721, San
Diego, CA 92138-4721, Phone619-303-9380
Email info@confurence.net Web:
confurence.net

GilaCon (Mesa, AZ) Saturday April 27,
2002, 7 amto 11 pm Mesa Rendevous
Center 263 N. Center St., MesaAZ
Membership $10 advance, $15 at the door
Gamers Caolition of Arizona, 1750 W.
Boston St. #1090, Chandler, AZ 85224
www.gilacon.com

L epreCon 28, (Phoenix, AZ), May 17-19,
2002, Embassy Suites Phoenix North,
Artist Guest: Monte Moore, Author GoH:
Peter David, Music Guests: Jeff & Maya

K aatherine Bohnhoff, Memberships. $25
until 8/31/01, $30until 1/31/02, $35 until 5/
05/02, $40 at thedoor. Kids9-12 1/2 price
(kids 6 & under free with adult admission)
Hotel: Embassy SuitesPhoenix North, 2577
W. Greenway Rd. (602) 375-1777 or 800
527-7715, Rates: $79S/D, $39 T, $99 QInfo:
LepreCon 28, PO Box 26665, Tempe, AZ
85285 Phone: (480) 945-6890 ; Email:
|ep28@l eprecon.org Web:
www.leprecon.org/lep28

Wester Con 55: Conagerie(LosAngeles,
CA) July 4-7, 2002 Los Angeles Airport
Radisson Hotel, Los Angeles, CA Author
Goh: Harry Turtledove, Editor: Beth
Meachem, Fan: Robert Lichtman, Artist:
RossChamberlain

Memb: $60 through Feb 28, 2002 Info:
WesterCon 55, ¢/o SCIFI, Inc., POBox
8442,V anNuys, CA 91409 Web:
www.westercon.org/55

HexaCon 12 (Phoenix, AZ) July 26-28,
2002 Embassy Suites North Phoenix.
Arizona' sLargest Annual Gaming
Convention Memberships: $15 July 30-
Dec 31, 2001; $20Jan 1 - June 30, 2002; $25
at the door. Special Thursday night events
for pre-registered membersonly. Location
Info: Embassy SuitesNorth, 2577 W.
Greenway Rd; 602-375-1777 or 800-527-
7715 Rates: Standard: $74 S/D; Boardroom
Suite$74 S/D/T/Q; Executive Suite $94 S/
D/T/QRoomsINCLUDE afull breakfast
and Happy Hour. Info: Hexacon 12, PO
Box 62613, Phoenix, AZ 85082 Phone: (602)
973-2341; Email:dyer@casfs.org

San Diego ComicCon Inter national (San
Diego, CA.) Aug 1-4, 2002 San Diego

Convention Center, San Diego, CA.
Guests: Lots& Lotsincluding Craig
McCraken (Powerpuff Girls), Peter David,
Baob Oskener, Jaimeand Gilbert Hernandez
(Love& Rockets) Info: Comic_Con, PO
Box 128458, SanDiego, CA 92112 8458.
Phone: (619) 491 2475,Email:
cciweb@aol.com

ConJose(World ScienceFiction
Convention) SanJose, CA August 29-Sept
2, 2002 McEnery Convention Center, San
Jose CA. Guests: Vernor Vinge, David
Cherry, Bjo & John Trimble, Ferdinand
Feghoot. Attending $160, Supporting $35.
Info: Conjosse, PO Box 61363, Sunnyvale
CA 94088-1363 Web: www.conjose.org
Email: info@conjose.org

CopperCon 22, (Phoenix, AZ) Sept 6-8,
2002 Author GoH: BarbaraHambly;
MediaGoH: Mojo; L ocation: Embassy
SuitesNorth, 2577 W. Greenway Rd;
Phoenix AZ; 602-375-1777 or 800-527-7715
Info: CopperCon 22, POBox 62613,
Phoenix, AZ 85082, info@casfs.org or
www.casfs.org

ConTours2002 (Burbank, CA) Sept 20-
22,2002 Hilton Burbank Airporrt &
Convention. Guests Mark Sheperd, Nene
Thomas, Heather Alexander. Memberships
begin at $25 Info: Web
contours.roleplayingguild.com

Conjecture(SanDiego, CA) Oct 18-20.
2002) DoubleTreeMission Valley Hotel,
San Diego, CA. GoH: Steven Brust. Memb:
$30.00t0 6/1/02 (checksto Conjecture).
Info: ConJecture, POBox 927388, San
DiegoCA 92192; email:
info@conjecture.org; website:
WWW.conjecture.org

TusCon 29 (Tucson, AZ) November 8-10,
2002 at thereally spiffy InnSuites. GoH:
TBA; AGoH: TBA. Eventsinclude: Meet
the Authors and Artists, Panels, Readings,
Video Room, DealersRoom, Art Show,
GameRoom, LAN Computer Gaming,
Masgerade, Adult Masquerade, and
ConSuite. Memb: $30for now, $45 at the
door. kids6-12 half price. InnSuites, 475N
Granada Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85701 (near
[-10and St Mary’ sRoad) (520) 622-3000.
Room ratesinclude areal breakfast! Info:
TusCon29 PO Box 27307, TucsonAZ
85726-7307 Webpage: http://
home.earthlink.net/~basfaEmail:
basfa@earthlink.net

L
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L osCon 29 (Burbank CA) November 29-
Dec 1, 2002 Burbank Airport Hilton,
Burbank, CA Guests: Author Goh: David
Weber. Memb* $30 December 1 until
February 28, $35until July 1, 40 until
October 31 : $45 at the door. Hotel Room
Rates: $94 Single-Quad* $114 Executive
SxuitesInfo: LosConc/oLASFS, 11513
Burbank Blvd, North Hollywood, CA
91609 Email: loscon29.info@lasfs.org
Web: www.loscon.org/loscon/29
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Pro Notes (cont’d from page 17)

had alot of fun the past two years|’ve
gone, so | hope everybody who can will
come to Portland in November to share the
fun. Hereisalink: http://www.orycon.org/
orycon24/index.html.” TerryMcGarry
writes: “My first novel, Illumination, was
published in hardcover by Tor last August
and is due out in paperback in June. I’ ve
just delivered asequel, The Binder’s
Road, which should be out later this year.
[llumination was listed as one of the five
SF/F works chosen asthe “ Best of 2001”
by Library Journal, and made the Locus
2001 Recommended Reading List for first
novel. It was aso on the ballot for Barnes
& Noble'sMaidenVoyageAward. I'm
working on the third contracted book now,
called Triad, the completion of the three-
book story arc.” LydaM orehousesigned a
three-book contract withLauraAnne
Gilman at Roc. Lydawill writetwomore
books in the “ Archangel Protocol”
universe, Messiah Node and Apocalypse
Array, aswell asathird, unrelated book,
as yet unnamed, which could be described
as a gay urban fantasy about gangster
area St. Paul (Minnesota). Lyda s newest
book, Fallen Host, will hit the stores on
May 7, 2002. Shewill besigning
Archangel Protocol from9am.-2p.m.on
Saturday, April 27, 2002 at the Sheraton
Hotel (Cedar Rapids, |A) as part of the
Basically BooksBooklover’sLuncheon.
Shewill also be appearing at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, May 11, 2002, at Uncle Hugos
(2864 Chicago Ave. S.; Minneapolis, MN;
(612) 824-6347) withL cisM cM aster
Bujold. Lydawill bediscussing her novel
Fallen Host at 7 p.m. on Monday, May 13,
2002 at theHar Mar Barnes& Noble
(RosevilleMall,2100N. SnellingAve,;
Roseville, MN; 651/639-9256) aspart of the
Barnes & Noble book club “Blue Event
Horizon”; and signing from2-3p.m. on
Sunday, May 19th, 2002 at the Northtown
Barnes& Noble(710 County Hwy. 10NE;
Blaine, MN; 763/786-0989).
ArtistMichaelaNastasiawrites:
“Donald M. Grant Publisher Inc. (http://
www.grantbooks.com) rel eased an art
book entitled Goad: The Many Moods of
Phil Hale recently. They will also release
anillustrated limited hardcover edition of
Black House by Stephen King and Peter
Straub inMay/June 2002, with
illustrations and design by Rick Berry;
oh,and I’ mgetting marriedtoRobert K.
Wiener President of Donald M. Grant
Publisher, Inc. onJuly 6,2002."
YvonneNavarr o' sBuffy, theVampire
Sayer: Tempted Champions has just been
released (3/1/02), and Buffy: TheWillow
Files, Vol. 2 ison the Bram Stoker
Preliminary Ballot. She' sfinally finished
horror novel Mirror Me and turned it over
to her agent. Thereare excerptsfromall
three books, including a 60-page pdf file
from Mirror Me, available on her site at
http://www.yvonnenavarro.com. In the
meantime, she’ srunning her online
bookstore (http://www.dustystacks.com)
and making plansto FINALLY moveto

Arizona...”

VeraNazarian writes: “My debut
mythic fantasy novel, Dreams of the
Compass Rose received awonderful
review fromCharlesdeL intinhisregular
review column “Booksto Look For” in
F& SF, February 2002 issue (http://
www.sfsite.com/fsf/depts/cdl0202.htm),
and“AnInterview with VeraNazarian®
just appeared on March 1 at Vision Online
(http://lazette.net/vision/l ssue8/
Interview.htm). | am now working part time
for Wildside Press, doing publicity, PR
and Web development.”

Slovakianartist M artina Pilcer ovawill
be at WorldCon in San Jose. Shewill also
be having meetingswith somefilmfolkin
Los Angelesfollowing. Her Website can
beviewed at http://www.martina.sk.

Charles Platt reportsthat heisno
longer involved in sciencefiction.

Brian Stableford writes: “ Recent
projects completed include The Vampire of
Paris, atrandation of Paul Feval’sLa
Vampire(1856), whichisunder
consideration at Sarob Press; a new
“scholarly” edition of S. Fowler Wright’'s
Deluge (for which | did theintro and
annotations), delivered to Wedleyan
University Press; and anovel called Kiss
the Goat (a contemporary ghost story set
in Reading), which Primewill publishinthe
spring of 2003. I'vejust turned in athird
batch of articlesfor the Salem Press
Cyclopedia of Literary Places bringing
thetotal to 42 (my mindistill boggling at
the awesome extent of water symbolismin
19th century Frenchliterature) and I'm
hard at work on anumber of articlesfor the
new edition of Scribner’s Supernatural
Fiction Writers. Dark Ararat—thefifthin
my future history series—isjust out from
Tor, who are now hoping to get the sixth,
The Omega Expedition, out in November/
December. Alsojust out isthe new (i.e.,
third) Games Workshop edition of
Zaragoz (with the remainder of thetrilogy,
Plague Daemon and SormWarriors, to
follow in July and October). A Wesleyan
UPeditionof CamilleFlammarion’s
Lumen (introduced, translated and
annotated by me) should be out within
weeks, as should the Tartarus Press
edition of Nightmares of an Ether-Drinker
by Jean L orrain (ditto). TheBig Engine
omnibus of the “Hooded Swan” series,
Swan Songs, should also be out real soon
now, as should the Cosmos edition of
Salome and Other Decadent Fantasies.

Bud Webster writes: “| havelittleto
report for myself other than the long-
promised publication of 41 Above the
Rest: An Index to the Anthologies of Groff
Conklin, which will be out later this year
through my own Aniara Press. Also, I've
had two well-received articlesin the most
recent two issues of The New York Review
of Science Fiction. More important than
that, though, is the publication last month
of thefirst new Nelson Bond collectionin
amost 40 years, The Far Sde of Nowhere,
published by Arkham House. There was
also an amost simultaneous publication of
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Nelson’s novel, That Worlds May Live, by
Wildside Press. This novel has never been
published in book form before, and hasn’t
seen print at all sinceit wasoriginally run
in Amazing Storiesin 1943. Nelson’ svery
pleased with both books, and rightfully
s0.”

Theindefatigable Jack Williamson
reports that “ Spider 1sland, volume 4 of
my collected stories, isdue from Haffner
Pressin April. Theannual Williamson
L ectureship is happening here at Eastern
New Mexico University thisweek, with
GeorgeR.R.MartinandMichael
Swanwick asofficial guests.”

JanineEllen Y oung reportsthat she's
going to be at Norwescon in March.

EDGE ScienceFictionand Fantasy
Publishinglnc. hashired Cheyenne
GreweasEditorial Manager. Shereplaces
Jackie Arnold, who has been promoted
from that position to Senior Editor. And
Amanda Miazga has been named the Most
VauableEvaluator. Australian K. A.
Bedford has signed a contract for hisfirst
novel Orbital Burn, and Kiwi writer Till
Noever writes: “ Right now I’ minthefinal
editing cyclewith Keaen, moreinfo on
which has appeared at http://
www.edgewebsite.com/future.html. The
publications date (Autumn 2002) appears
achievable.” J. A. Callum will signnovel
Lyskarion: The Song of the Wind at
WorldConin San Jose. MarieJakober’s
novel The Black Chalice will be released

inpaperback in2002. L yndaWilliamsand
Alison Sinclair, authors of the
forthcoming ThronePrice(May 2002) will
appear at “Just West of Unruly,” the
University of Northern British Columbia
festival for readersand writersin Prince
George, BC, and at Norwescon in March;
and ConVersion (Calgary, AB) in August.

What isCASFS?
What is really behind putting on a
convention? What the funds raised
by a convention used for? Why not
attend a meeting and find out? We're
the sponsor of ConNotations,
CopperCons, HexaCons, SmerfCons
and other conventions. We are a
charitable, non-profit organization
that existsto further science fiction,
fantasy and sciencefieldsin Arizona.
CASFS currently meetsat the JB’s
Restaurant at 2560 W Indian School
Rd in Phoenix (NW corner of 1-17 and
Indian School). The meetings begin
at 8PM and are held on the last
Friday of the month Jan. Through
Sept. And on the second Friday of
the month Oct through Dec.
Everyoneisinvited to attend two
meetings as aguest (non-member).
Membership rates are $12/year plus
aninitial $3 application fee and rates
are pro-rated for the amount of the
year remaining. For moreinfo Call:
StephanieL. Bannon (602)973-2341
Webpage: www.casfs.org email:
casfs@casfs.org




