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Harkins Debuts New Cine CaPri With
Charlie’s Angcls & Star Wars

In January 1998 The old Cine Capri
went down with Titanic, abig blockbuster
with an epic story, and in June 2003 the
new Cine Capri debuted with Charlie's
Angels 2: Full Throttle, afast paced,
titillating action adventure. Part of the
Scottsdale 101 Multiplex at Scottsdale
Road and the Loop 101, Dan Harkins
opened the doors on the new Cine Capri
theatre with two charity screenings that
raised almost $50,000 total . Wednesday,
June 25th, was a$50 aticket charity
screening benefitting the Scottsdale
Foundation for the Handicapped. For this
screening, they had an advance screening
of the new Charlie'sAngelsmovie. The
real opening for most fans was the next
night, a charity screening of Star Wars:
The Special Edition that benefitted the
Child Crisis Center in Mesa. Whilethose
ticketswere only $8, Harkins also donated
the money they collected from attendees
towards the charity (the June 25th screen-
ing saw free refreshments for attendees).

Both nights saw Dan Harkins address
thefull theatre, thanking them for their
support in trying to save the original
theatre and acknowledge the efforts
everyone put in with petitions. During the
opening weekend, 15,000 numbered
commemorativeticketswere handed out to
moviegoers, each containing a swatch of

the original theatre’s gold curtains.

spearheaded the “ Save the Cine Capri”
drive and also saw Star Warsthere over
100timeshack initsorigina run. Garner-
ing ticket #2 was Pat M cM ahon, who was
the most notable local celebrity to help
with the campaign. Outside of the new
theatrein thelobby isa Cine Capri
Museum with artifactsand memorabilia
fromtheoriginal theatre and avideo reel
with interviews and news clips on the
origina theatre.

So, the real question is, does the
theatre live up to the name and memories
of the old theatre? Yes, and No. Yes, it
has a big screen (slightly bigger and
brighter than the original), adynamite
sound system (144 speakersin total), and
the gold curtains that open and close
around the movie. It aso has stadium
seating instead of the very gently sloping
seating of the original (which wasaways
aproblem for kids and short people) and
can seat around 600 people. It doesn’t
seem as big asthe original one, which
was very spaciouswithit'slarge circular
auditorium, and being part of amultiplex
makesit seem morelikethe biggest box in
the complex, even though it is a pretty
nice bix box. Based on the reactions of
the early crowds at the charity screenings

(cont’d on page8)
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BOOK STORES
Bent Cover
12428 N 28" Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85029
(602)942-3778
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(480) 835-0757
Poisoned Pen Bookstore
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Ash Avenue Comics & Books
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Atomic Comics
1120 S. Country Club, Ste. 105, Mesa, AZ
85210 (480)649-0807
4537 E Cactus, Phoenix AZ 85032
(602) 923-0733
3029 W Peoria, Suite CC, Phoenix, AZ
85021 (602)395-1066
3155 W Chandler Blvd #5, Chandler AZ
85226 (480)940-6061

Pick up your copy of ConNotations at the following locations

Samurai Comics

5024 N 7th &, Phoenix AZ (602)265-8886
Salking Moon Comics & Collectibles
5775W Bell Rd #B-6, Glendale, Arizona
(602) 896-9992

GAME STORES
Amazing Discoveries
2545 E Speedway #155, Tucson, AZ
(520) 320-0338
Dragon’sLair
4830 N 17th Ave, Phoenix AZ 85015
(602)266-0075
Game Daze
2140 E 5" St #11, Tempe AZ 85281
(480)317-9181
Game Daze #1: Paradise Valley Mall, 4550
E Cactus Rd, #422, Phoenix AZ 85032
(602)494-4263
Game Daze #2 Superstition Springs Center,
6555 E Southern Ave #2026, MesaAZ
85206 (480)981-4850
Game Daze #3 Scottsdal e Fashion Square,
7014 E Camelback Rd #2117, Scottsdale AZ
85251 (480) 947-1101
Game Daze #4 Flagstaff Mall, 4650 N Hwy
89 #B2b, Flagstaff, AZ (520)645-0275
Game Daze #5 Park Place Mall, 5870 E
Broadway Blvd #258, Tucson AZ 85711
(520)745-0468
Game Daze #6 Chandler Fashion Mall,
3111 W Chandler Blvd #2416, Chandler AZ
85226 (480)-8997406
Game Depot
3136 S McClintock #11, Tempe, AZ 85282
(480) 966-4727
Game Keeper
Metro Center Mall, 9617 N Metro Pkwy
W/, Phoenix AZ (602)944-2073
Game Keeper
7700 W. Arrowhead Towne Center
Phoenix, AZ (
Game Knights
3617 E Southern #8, MesaAZ 85206
(480) 924-6899
Imperial Outpost
4920 W Thunder-bird, Glendale, AZ 85306
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PyramidComics & Games
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Things For Thinkers
4500 E Speedway Blvd #36, Tucson, AZ
(520) 326-7679
Waterloo Games
213 N Glibert Rd, Gilbert, AZ
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OTHERESTABLISHMENTS
Expresso Depot
One North First Street, Suite 105 - Phoenix
Madstone Theaters
5835 W Ray Road, Chandler AZ
M cGurkee sSandwich Shop
2822 N. 15th Ave, Phoenix, AZ
Pop Cultures Paradise
707 S Forest Ave #A, Tempe, AZ 85281
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Pop The Soda Shop
2015 N Scottsdale Rd, Scottsdale AZ
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Toy Anxiety
10210 N 32™ &, Suite B3, Phoenix AZ
85028 (602)308-0292
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Supernal Readers

Final Reconciliation of the CopperCon
22 Art show books is pending thus the
convention books remain open. A profit
has clearly been made. All pass-throughs,
Seed Money Repayment and Mandatory
Overhead Paymentsto CASFSMain
Account will occur. The precise amount
left after that is known but not exactly how
we got there.

Lee Whiteside reports that Lani Tupu
of Farscape has been selected as
CopperCon 23 MediaGuest. Thisisin
addition to our previously announced
Guests, ConnieWillis(Author), David
Mattingly (Artist) and Larry Warner (Filk).

Baob LaPierre hasreplaced JoelLevee
as Chair Person of CopperCon 24.

CASFSneedsanArchivist. A Qualified
Individual should volunteer.

Officerselectedin Junewere Mark
Boniece, President; Lee Whiteside, Vice
President; David Hungerford, Procedural
Secretary, Stephanie L Bannon, Treasurer.
Board members elected were David
Hungerford, Lee Whiteside and Mark
Boniece.

Elected also were Chairman of
HexaCon 15, Rick Andrews and Banker
Stephanie Bannon. CopperCon 25 Banker
will be Jeff George. No one stood for
Chairman. That election was deferred until
the July meeting at which timeit was
decided that the board would handle
CopperCon 25 chair duties until such time
asawilling volunteer stepsforward.

The Busy Scribe
(Next issuethe Hungry Scribewill report
Bye, it'sbeen FUN!!)
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SF Tube Talk

TV News & Previews
By Lee Whiteside

We've got the final stretch of the
summer season upon us with the dawn of
anew fall season on the horizon thistime.
WEe' ve got a new approach for Enterprise,
lots of new genre shows that might even
last more than a couple of episodes, even
more Sargate in the future, and the
second season of Jeremiah finally hitting
our screens. Throw in some details on the
Battlestar Galactica mini-series and even
some rumors of a Farscape resurrection
and we've got afull plate thisissue.

First of al, we' reinthelast few weeks
of new episodes for cable favorites
Sargate SG-1 and The Dead Zone aswell
as the continuing adventures of Reaper
George on Showtime'sDead LikeMe.

Leading things off is Stargate SG-1,
which has been making the SciFi Channel
very happy on Friday nights this summer,
especidly withthereturn of Michael Shanks
as team member Daniel Jackson. Corrin
Nemic' s Jonas Quinn departed in one piece,
so we may yet see him again. The big news
isthat SciFi and MGM like how well the show
is doing that they have committed to an
eighth season of Stargate SG-1 and arealso
moving ahead with the spinoff series
Sargate: Atlantis, which may start airing
next year along with SG-1 Season Eight.
We' vegot only afew episodes|eft thissum-
mer before the long wait until January, un-
fortunately. In August look for Avenger 2.0
wherean SGC scientist (Patrick McKenna
as Jay Felger from last season’s* The Other
Guys”) createsavirusthat can shut down a
stargate and inadvertently shuts down the
entire gate network. Next is Birthright (a
Christopher Judge script) hasthe SG-1team
find afugitive colony of Jaffawomen, who
must prey on other Jaffa to acquire sym-
biotes. Enterprise’s Jolene Baylock guest
starsas I shta, the Jaffatemple priestesswho
gets friendly with Teal’ c. Ending the sum-
mer season isthefirst half of the two parter
Evolution where Dr. Jackson is taken hos-
tage when he goesin search of an alien de-
vicein SouthAmerica. O'Nelll issenttores-
cue him, while Carter and Teal’ cinvestigate
the appearance of a powerful new enemy.
To be concluded in January, most likely.
Thingsto look forward two next year include
the two part episode “Heroes’ which both
Don S. Davis (General Hammond) and
Amanda Tapping (Sgt. Carter) indicated at
ComicCon was now their pick for best epi-
sode of the entire series. In it, afilm crew
arrives to document the work of the S.G.C.,
but may capture morethan they planned for
when SG-1iscalled into action. Ending the
season and likely setting up the Stargate:
Atlantis spinoff will bethetwo part episode
“The Lost City” that has Anubis launching
an assault on Earth while SG-1 frantically
triesto find the Lost City of the Ancientsto
have more powerful weapons to fight
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Anubis with.

Elsewhereon SciFi, Tremorshas
ended its run of original episodes and
likely is not being renewed for a second
season, athough they have reportedly
filmed aTremors4 moviea ong with the
seriesrun that will likely turn up on home
videointhefuture. SciFi did renew Scare
Tactics for afull season of 22 episodes so
therewill be afew more episodesairing
into September. Coming up in the way of
original movieson SciFi are....

The Dead Zoneisfinishing upit’s
brief Summer Seven run and will await
word from USA Network on if it hasbeen
picked up for athird season. The last two
episodes of the run are The Combination
where Johnny goes public with hisvision
that aheavyweight contender will bekilled
in an upcoming fight. All that doesis make
it into the biggest pay-per-view event of
the year. In the season finale Visions,
Johnny sets out to discover the secret of a
mysterious man who appears to be
stalking him, only to discover he hasalife-
changing message for him. Hopefully there
will be athird season for Johnny to follow
onfromthelikely cliff-hanger ending. Stay
Tuned.

SciFi Channel moviesover the next
couple of monthsinclude Deep Shock
(Aug 9th) inwhich David K eith and
Simmone M ackinnon teke on amassive
electric eel whentheir arctic il drilling
team unearths aslimy menace, Absalon
(Aug 23rd) hasChristopher Lambert asa
detective in anear future Earth that is
menaced by a disease brought on by the
destruction of the rain forests. A scientist
who's cure for the disease, Absalon, is
murdered and Lambert must take on the
evil duo of Ron PerIman and L ou Dia-
mond Philipsto preservethecure. Inthe
last new SciFi moviefor the summer,
Antonio Sabato Jr. andAngie Ever hart
star in Bugs (Sept 6). Giant, mutant bugs
take over acity’s subway tunnels, eating

24 Frames

Movie News
By Lee Whiteside

Short previews of moviesopening in
August and September. Movie News to
return next issue so we can bring you full
coverage on the Cine Capri new and old.
American Splendor - SundanceFIm
Festival award winner about afileclerk
struggling to find success as a comic book
writer.

Freddy Vs. Jason - Freddy Kreuger and
Jason V oorhees go head to head (or blade
to blade) in this combining of two horror
moviefranchises.

JeepersCreepers2 - Anancient evil
known as The Creeper isending its
periodic 23 day days of terror when ahigh
school bus with basketball players,
cheerleaders and coaches breaks down on
aremote stretch of highway. Fun and
hijnks ensue.

TheHouseof the Dead - When agroup of
young people charter a boat to get to a
remote island that is supposed to be
having “the Mother of al Raves’, they
find what actually residesthereisan
unspeakable evil and the House of the
Dead.

Lee Whiteside

Underworld - KateBeckinsale(thefemale
vampirewarrior Selene) and Scott
Speedman (the peacelovingwerewolf
Michael) star isthistale about awar
between vampires and werewolves and the
romance that develops between the Selene
and Michael. Looksto beamust seefor
al goths.

TheOrder - Heath Ledger isarebellious
priest who goes to Rome to investigate the
death of afriend and discoversit may be
thework of the ancient evil known as The
SinEater.

Non-Genre pick of the Two Months:
Matchstick Men - Ridley Scott film
starring Nicholas Cage as a con man who
has ateenage daughter (Allison L homan)
land on his doorstep. The story was
written by Eric Gar cia, creator of Anony-
mous Rex, which may someday be made

intoaTV seriesor movie.

through any human
who crosses their
paths! A city engineer
teamswith abiologist
to exterminate the
insect problem — but
can they finish thejob
before the queen
breeds a new batch?
Over on Showtime,
Dead Like Me has
gotten off to a good
start, capturing fans
withit'squirky and
unique look at death
and the afterlife.
Featuring Ellen Muth
asGeorge, aslacker
teen who becomes a
Grim Reaper and hasto
work part timeto

(cont’d on page4)

WANTED TO BUY!

Currently paying cash for the following:
RPG books like Dungeons & Dragons, Advanced Dungeons and Dragons, 3rd
ED D&D D20, Shadowrun, some older White Wolf, Middle Earth role Playing

and more!

Avalon Hill, SPI, GMT, Columbia, GDW and other board games!
Magic The Gathering Cards From Beta, Unlimited, Revised, Arabian Nights and

Legends

Lord of the Rings and Legend of the five rings CCG"s
Battletech & older Miniatures
Battletech books
Looking for anything New, Used, opened, unopened, painted and unpainted!

Please call 480-807-5086 with what you have!
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SF Tube Talk

support herself at Happy Timewhile
keeping her appointments with other
peopl€e'sdeaths. 1t's 15 episode run will
continue into September. Upcoming
episodes include “ Reaper Madness’ in
which George has her first affair inthe
afterlifewith aliving schizophrenic whose
disease allows him to see her true form,
“Sunday Mornings’ where George saves
Charlotte from suicide and becomesfast
friends only to discover that Charlotteis
having an affair with George'sfather, “ A
Cook” where Rube takes apart timejob as
chef at Der Waffle Haus, “Business
Unfinished” where Rube and Daisy work a
scam on a psychic who is charging people
for obtaining messages from the afterlife,
“The Bicycle Thief” sees George get a
bicycleand afull timejob, leaving Happy
Time, “Nighthawks” whereit's the annual
Reaper evaluation, “ Vacation” where
Rube givesthe crew aday off following
their evaluations, and “Rest in Peace”
where George goes back to Happy Timeto
get her old job back.

Returning to Showtime on Sept 19th
for its second season will be Jeremiah,
starring L uke Perry as Jeremiah and
Malcolm Jamal War ner as Purdy. When
we last saw our heroes, Jeremiah had been
captured by his father and those in charge

(Cont’d from page 3)

of the Valhalla Sector with Purdy |eft on
his own. For the new season, Jeremiah
must deal with his captivity and the fact
that Thunder Mountain has been compro-
mised. Joining the cast will be Sean Astin
(Sam Gamgeein Lord of the Rings) asthe
mysterious Mr. Smith. According to Astin
inarecent interview “He'ssort of an
unwitting prophet or afool. I, Sean, wasan
actor, avessel, through which [series
creator J.] Michael Sraczynski could sort
of explorehisrelationship with God. And
the character, you know, claimsthat God is
speaking through him. So it wasrichly
rewarding and stimulating to my own
spiritual [nature]. ... | lovedit. “ Astin will
appear in 13 of the fifteen episodesand is
contracted for eight moreif Showtime
electsto pick it up for athird season.
However, if it does get picked up, series
Executive Producer & showrunner J.

HEXACON

Michael Straczynski hasindicated he
would not return for athird season. In a
recent message from Straczynski he said
“1 have zero desire to return to athird
season of Jeremiah. Showtimewas great,
no mistake, but MGM [which produces the
show] has overall been the most heinous,
difficult and intrusive studio I’ ve ever
worked for. I'veworked for, and had great
relationswith, Viacom, Universal, Warner
Brothersand abunch more. But | will
never, ever, work for the present adminis-
trationat MGM.” So, what does this mean
for the current season? According to
Sraczynski “... none of this should be
taken as a diss of the coming season. |
honestly think that the second season is
miles better than our first season. It's more
consistent, takes more chances, it'sreally
avery strong season.” During his panel at
ComicCon, heindicated that in spite of the

problemswith MGM, they were pretty
much able to do with the series what they
wanted to accomplish.

There'smoreto genrelife than just
cable, so let’s see what the broadcast
networks have in store for us at the start
of the new season.

First off isUPN, which hasbeen
fighting lower ratingsfor itslone returning
drama, Enterprise and seesit going head
to head with The WB’s Smallville this fall
with anew series, Jake 2.0, following it.
Aswe saw in the season finale, Captain
Archer and the crew of the Enterprise have
amorereal andimmediate threat to Earth
to deal with from the Xindi, whichkilled
millions (Including Trip’ssister) inan
unprovoked attack (albeit brought on by
information from the future that Earth
would destroy them). To kick off the new
season, the Enterprise is heading into
Xindi space with an independent T’ Pol
wanting to explore her emotionsand
different outfitsand hairdos, alot of extra
marine/security types (Military Assault
Command Operations, or MACO) and a
new mandate to find the Xindi and prevent
any future attacks from happening. At the
recent Television Critics Association press
tour, Bakulaindicated for Archer that “the
ideaof being the peaceful ‘We-come-in-
friendship’ [guy]...that guy isgone.”

(Cont’d on page5b)

Arizona’s Largest Gaming Convention
July 29*-Aug 1, 2004

Tempe Mission Palms, Tempe, AZ

Arizona’s Largest Annual Gaming Convention will be even bigger in 2004. We’re moving to the Tempe Mission Palms in
downtown Tempe with lots more room and tons of nearby restaurants and shopping. We’ll have all of our regular events and

activities.

*Special gaming and events for Pre-registered members start Thursday, July 29

Gaming starts at 10:00 a.m. Friday, July 30 and runs non-stop until Sunday, August 1st at 3 p.m.

We are planning to have Sanctioned Magic & CCG Tournaments, Steve Jackson Games, Board Gaming, Miniatures,
multiple LARPs, Battletech, Computer Lan Gaming, Miniatures Painting Contest, Role Playing, Chess Federation
Sponsored Chess Events, White Wolf, Dealer’s Room, Used Game Auction, Anime Room and Full Hospitality Suite.

(800) 547-8705

Location Information:

Tempe Mission Palms
60 E 5th St, Tempe, AZ 85281

Room Rates $85 S/D/T/Q
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Membership Rates:

$15 through Dec 31, 2003,
More Later and at the Door.

Pay Online using PayPal!

Phone: (602) 973-2341
Email: hex14@casfs.org

Web: www.hexacon.org

Contact:
Hexacon 14
P.O. Box 62613
Phoenix, AZ 85082
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SF Tube Talk (Cont'd from page 4)

Producer Rick Ber man indicated that the
temporal cold war and the Suliban
definitely haven’t gone away and will be
anintegral part of the Xindi storyline asit
develops.

The new season of Enterprisewill
start early on September 10th, getting a
three week jJump on Smallville. Opening
episodes for the season will be “The

Expanse, Captain Archer and hiscrew
learn of aXindi working at amining
colony, and set out to track him down and
gain information about the mysterious
antagonistic race. We'll meet several types
of Xindi aliens, including humanoid, sloth,
reptilian and aguatic. In“ Anomaly”,
Enterprise starts experiencing the effects
of spatial distortions pervading the
Delphic Expanse, and fallsvictimto
predatory aliens taking advantage of the

crippling conditions. “Extinction” sees
the appearance of an alien that can take
theform of Enterprise crew membersand
“Enemy Advances’ hasArcher, Reed and
Trip reportedly head into an alien bazaar in
search of information on the Xindi and a
formulafor synthesizing trellium.
Following Enterpriseand also
debuting on September 10th is Jake 2.0.
TheseriesstarsChristopher Gorham
(Popular) asan NSA computer technician

Xindi” where six weeksinto the Delphic

November 14-16
2003

Sponsored by BASF
a local non-profit 501(c)(7)
corporation

Yos€Con 30
Is Coming!!!

GUEST oF HONOR: YVONNE NAVARRO
ARTIST GOH: LESLIE D’ALLESANDRO HAWES
ToAsTMASTER. EDWARD BRYANT
Music GoH: MAYA & JEFF BOHNHOFF
FAN GoH: CRISTI SIMILA

at the Innsuites Hotel Tucson
475 North Granada Avenue (I-10 at St. Mary’s Road)
Tucson, AZ 85701
(520) 622-3000 local; 1-877-446-6589 toll free
Per night rates: $69 (1-room suite)/ $79 (2-room suite) plus tax
(reserve by 10/10 and mention “TusCon” to get these rates)

Memberships: $40 until 9/6; $45 after; Children 1/2 adult rate
One Day Rates: $15/30/15 (Fri/Sat/Sun)
Mail payment to: TusCon 30, P.O. Box 2528
Tucson, AZ 85702-2528
See our website: http://home.earthlink.net/ ~basfa/
for further info and PayPal registration.
Email: basfa@earthlink.net

Meet the Authors and Artists; Panels; Readings; Booksignings
Art Show and Auction, Dealers’ Room, Video Room; Con Suite
Masquerade ; Hall Costumes; Prizes
Writer’s Workshop (Deadline : 10/1/03)

Sat Nite Film Show; Computer Gaming; Game Room (EXPANDED)
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who accidentally gets
injected with
nanotechnol ogy
which giveshim
superhuman abilities.
Yes, it's been done
before and sounds
pretty lame, but from
watching the pilot, it
might beworth
watching (assuming
you can aso watch or
tape Angel at the
sametime). The series
was created by Grant
Scharbo, Gina
Matthewsand Silvio
Horta, whowerealso
responsible for the
underrated The
Chronicle, late of the
SciFi Channel.
Joining them as
showrunner isDavid
Greenwalt, who co-
created Angel and
also produced ABC's
“Miracles’. Also
joining the staff is
veteran genrewriter
Javier Grillo-
Marxuach (Charmed
& TheChronicle).
With this group of
behind the scenes
talent, the show
definitely has
promise. As producer
Hortatold
Zapzit.com, “This
relies on whether
peoplelike Jakeand
Jake'sjourney
through lifeasa
superhero, how he
growsinto one. End
of theday, it's Jake
on adatewith agirl,
having to keep his
powers under wraps
and still kill theguy in
thenext room.”

Over on The WB,
Smallvillekicks off
its new season on
October 1stinit's
new time slot picking
up several months
after the eventsin the
second season finale

with atwo part season opener set mostly
in Metropolis. Clark has been in Metropo-
lisfor several months when Lana comesto
town looking for him. A new character from
the Superman comics, Morgan Edge, head
of the Intergang crime syndicate and Clark
may beworking for him. For more details
and up to date spoilers, check out the web
sitewww.kryptonsite.com.

The WB aso has“Charmed” return-
ing for its Sixth season on Sept 28 with a
two hour opener and has “ Tarzan”
(formerly “ Tarzan and Jane” debuting on
October 5thinthefollowingtimedlot. I've
seen the pilot for “Tarzan” and it does a
fair job of updating the Tarzan mythosto
modern day New York, they have alot of
work to do to keep it fromjust being a
rehash of Beauty and The Beast (expect
he'snot disfigured and isareal hunk). |
hope to have more info on this series next
issue. Watch for Mitch Pillegi (X-Files)
as Uncle Greystoke who definitely has
different ideas on what should be done
with his nephew.

Returning for it'sfifth season on
October 1st on The WB will be Angel.
Picking up where they | eft off last season,
Angel and company are now in charge of
Wolfram and Hart. Thingsto look for early
in the season are Spike'sex girlfriend has
turned up in Los Angeles and gets ajob at
Wolfram and Hart, the entity at the top
floor takes aspecial interest in Gunn,
Lornehasall of W & F'semployeessing
for him, and somehow or another, James
Martstersjoinsthe series as Spike (or
someform thereof).

Over on FOX, the Eliza Dushku series
Tru Calling won't debut until after the
World Series on October 30th. How long it
will last on Thursday night is unknown.
Other debut dates are Alias (ABC - Sept

28th), Joan of Arcadia (CBS-Sept 26) and
“24" (FOX-Oct 28th). Pushed back to mid-
season are Fearless (The WB),
Wonderfalls (FOX) and “ Still Life” with
thelimited run series” Stephen King's
Kingdom Hospital” scheduled for
February onABC.

In syndication, the returning first run

(Cont’d on page6)
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SF Tube Talk (Cont’d from page 5)

genre series are Andromeda, Mutant X,
She Spies (sort of genre), and Starhunter
(as Sarhunter 2300) plus the syndicated
run of season six of Stargate SG-1.
There's not much in the way of details
leaked about Andromeda other than the
old newsthat K eith Hamilton CobbsTyr
Anasazi will not bearegular in the new
season (but may make a couple of
appearances). Following in the tradition of
other Tribune produced series, Mutant X
will get an overhaul with it’sthird season.
John Shea (Adam) will only bea“ special
recurring character” and Lauren Lee
Smith (Emma) will not return. Joining
returning cast members, Victor Webster
(Brennan), VictoriaPratt (Shalimar) and
ForbesMar ch (Jesse), will beKaren
ClicheasLexaPierce, whowasthe
unwitting subject of genetic experimenta-
tion gone awry and as a result, has special
powersthat allow her to manipulate light
in amazing ways. According to a Tribune
press release “ Everything the Mutant X
team thought they knew about their world
and Sanctuary no longer applies. They
learn, both through Lexa and their
missions, that they are part of amuch
larger experiment than their leader, Adam
Kane, had led them to believe. Just asthe
team thinks they’ re starting to put the
pieces of the puzzletogether, L examakes
them realize once again how naive and
sheltered they have been. “ Those Tribune
folks just love to use the reset button.

Sarhunter will continue as Starhunter
2300 with Clive Robertson taking onthe
lead as Travis Montana, with Michael
Par é not returning as Dante Montana.
Returning will be TanyaAllen asPercy
Montana, Murray Melvin asCaravaggio
(hologram), and Stephen Marcusas
Rudolpho. Alsojoining the cast is Dawn
SernasCadlistalarkadia. Expect more of
the same from thislow-budget, late-night
Canadian import. She Spieslooksto
continue with their tongue firmly in cheek
style of stories and, of course, Stargate
SG-1 season six (the one without Daniel
Jackson) is the first season to run in
syndication following it airing on basic
cable, not pay cable. It will beinteresting
to see how the show’s syndicated ratings
hold up this season.

In the news and rumors department....
While the FOX network has given up on
Firefly, JossWhedon and Fox Entertain-
ment hasn’'t. A DVD set of the entire series
including the three unaired episodes,
bloopers and other features is scheduled
for December release. Whedon isasoin
the process of writing a script for afeature
filmfeaturing Captain Mal Reynoldsand
his crew and there is apparently interest
from FOX in making atheatrical movie.
Timewill if we seethe Serenity up onthe
big screen. We'll definitely have the
chanceto watch the full serieson DVD.

The latest word on Farscapeis“no
comment”. That'sthe official word from
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Brian Henson via producer Rick Manning
at the recent San Diego ComicConin
response to rumors that a miniseries
continuation of Farscape wasin the
works. The Jim Henson Company isin the
process of being bought back from the
German company EM-TV by Jim

Henson’ skids, headed by Brian Henson.
They have indicated that once they have
control of their own destiny they definitely
plan to try to resurrect Farscape for
television in some manner. There'sno

that will be broadcast on the BBC'sonline
BBCi website starting in mid-November.
According to Corndll, thisisafully
approved new incarnation of The Doctor
and that is only the beginning. If this does
well, expect to see more stories and maybe
even alive-action version. Therewill
definitely be new BBC books based on the
Ninth Doctor aswell.

Finally, it'stimefor thelong awaited
(or dreaded depending on your viewpoint)
preview of the new Battlestar Galactica

arriving on SciFi Channel in December.
Thiswill beatwo part, four hour
miniseriesthat will re-imaginethe series
and is not a continuation of the original
series. If it doeswell, thereisachance
SciFi will pick it up asacontinuing series.
Following an earlier attempt by Bryan
Singer and Tom DeSanto to put together a
new version of Battlestar Galactica (in
additionto Richard Hatch'’ sattemptsto

(cont'd on page 7)

wordif SciFi will be
involved or if another
cable channel isinter-
ested. My hunch is that
TheBBC may bethe
driving force since the
seriesdid very well inthe
U.K. Once control of the
Jim Henson Company is
formally transferredin
early August, I’ d expect
somesort of formal
announcement about the
future of Farscape. By
theway, SciFi and USA
network are currently part
of very public auction of
Vivendi Universal
entertainment assets.
Possible future owners of
SciFi includeViacom,
NBC, MGM and severa
mediamoguls. How this
will affect the current
leadership at SciFi is
unknown.

Blake's 7 isin the
news of late and may
finally see aresurgence.
Reports are that a group
lead by Paul Darrow
(Avon in the series) have
bought the rights to the
seriesfrom creator Terry
Nation’swidow and are
working on arranging
financing for a series that

ConKopelli
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July 2-5, 2004
Litchfield Park, Arizona
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David Cherry - Artist Guest of Honor
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the first telecast of

Doctor Who onthe BBC
intheU.K. So, will wesee
new Doctor Who on the
television finally?Not
this anniversary, unfortu-
nately. TheBBC will be
doing an official fully
animated online series
featuring Richard E.
Grant astheNinth
Doctor. The Scream of the
Shalka, written by
popular Doctor Who
author Paul Cor nell, will
be asix part adventure
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SF Tube Talk (cont’d from page 7)

revive the series with his own ideas),
Universal TV and SciFi wentto Ron D.
Moore(Sar Trek: Deep SpaceNine,
Roswell) to come up with hisown
approach to a new version of the series.
M oor etook the re-imagining approach,
taking the basic concept but updating it
more to today’s expectations of what a
science fiction show should be. However,
in the process of doing so, some of the
changes have been met with afierce
outcry from die-hard Galactica fans.
Taking ontheroleof Cmdr. William
AdamaisEdward JamesOlmos. Adamais
in charge of thelast remaining Battlestar,
Galactica, and wants to avenge the deaths
of billions of humans but isforced to flee
with the remnants of humanity and lead
the rag-tag fleet of spaceshipsto a safe
haven away from the Cylons. Leading the
remaining humansis President Laura
Rodin(Mary McDonnell) whowas43rdin
succession to be president and finds
herself the new President when sheis the
highest ranking survivor Adama’s son, Lee
“Apollo” Adama(JamieBamber), is
estranged from hisfather, having blamed
him for the death of hisbrother, Zak. An
accomplished viper pilot, Apollo must
work to set aside his grudges to work with
his father and othersto fight the Cylons
and save humanity. Now we cometo
where things start to be alittle different

.‘-,.
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4920 West Thunderbird

(602) 978-0467
www.imperialoutpost.com

Glendale, Arizona 85306

FYI

LOST & FOUND

We havealot of itemsin our lost and
found bin including some recent additions
from HexaCon 13. At HexaCon 13we
added avest, a pair of sunglasses and a
pair of prescrition glassesto our collec-
tion.

To be honest, I'm getting tired of
storing this stuff so we decided that the
deadlineor claiming any of it will be
Saturday, September ??, 2003. After that
wewill consider all theitemsto be
donations to our group and will dispose of
them appropriately.

So, if you'relooking for amissing item
givemeacall at 602-973-2341 and describe
theitem. I'd love to see some of this stuff
go home.

WANTED -
CONNOTATIONS
CALENDAREDITOR

ConNotationsisin need of someone to
solicit, accept and collate the submissions
for our calendar page.

The ConNotations staff meets on the
first Wednesday of every other month at
7PM at the JB’sresteraunt located at 1-17
and Indian School Road. Our next few
meetings are August 6, October 1 and
December 3.

If you areinterested in the position, or
just interested in helping with
ConNotations, pleasejoin usor call
Stephanieat 602-973-234.

Imperial Outpost Games

Darren Johnson

Update on Ellison
Appearances at

Community Colleges
by Shane Shellenbarger

Award winning author, Harlan Ellison,
will be returning to the Valley of the Sunto
speak on September 10", 2003 at Estella
Mountain Community College and at
Glendale Community College. A Learning
Grant applied for by Rod Freeman, EMCC
English Department Head, facilitates

Fiction,”

Professor Freeman told me that the
presentation is not only for the students
of the two colleges, but is open to the
community at large. For the community,
Kvaran said that Ellison will be speaking at
the GCC Student Union Lounge at 12:30
PM. and Freeman stated that Ellison will
be speaking at EM CC in the Community
Room at 6:00 PM. EMCC studentswill
hear Ellison speak at the Center for
Teaching and Learning from 9:30—11:00
AM.

Ellison’s speaking engagement. The other
academic involved in the project is Hannes
Kvaran, GCC faculty member in economics
and mathematics. Kvaran’sL earning Grant
in 1999 brought Ellison back to speak in
the Phoenix Metro areafor thefirst time
since he served as Guest of Honor at the
1978 World Science Fiction Convention,
IguanaCon.

Entitling thetalk, “ Dreamswith Sharp
Teeth: Weaving Biting Commentary Into
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People on the outside think there's
something magical about writing, that
you go up in the attic at midnight and
cast the bones and come down in the
morning with a story, but it isn't like that.
You sit in back of the typewriter and you
work, and that’s all thereisto it. - Harlan
Ellison

http://www.mari copa.edu/mcccdmap.htm
http://www.emc.maricopa.edu/index.jsp
http://www.emc.maricopa.edu/map/

| ocation.html
http://www.emc.maricopa.edu/
EstrellaCollege.jsp?http=campus_maps
http://www.emc.maricopa.edu/images/
maps/campus.pdf
http://calendar.yahoo.com/Y Y'Y, 7a3af 1/
sit,0/

dcR~4& 106318108 =134 pA~18WEI06308800
http://www.gc.maricopa.edu/
http://www.gc.maricopa.edu/index/
campus.cfm
http://www.dist.maricopa.edu/its/webdial/
webdial.php?name=freeman
http://staff.gc.maricopa.edu/%7Ehkvaran/




(cont’d from page 1)

Cine Capri

and two preview screenings (T3 and LXG)
in the opening weeks, it is definitely now
THE placeto seeabig action movie. Look
for the studios to follow up on that,
making suretheir big movieisshowingin
the Cine Capri. Thereisonething to look
out for that is yet to be unveiled at the
new theatre, though, the digital projection
system that isinstalled. None of theinitial
movies that have screened have been
availablein that format. Maybe they can
put Finding Nemo in there later in the
summer when thingsslow down. All inall,
the theatre is definitely worth the drive for
abig movie.

Cine CaPri Memories
by | ee Whiteside

But what about the original Cine Capri
theatre at 24th Street and Camelback? The
theatre opened in the 1966 with
CinemaScopein mind and usually had just
two showings a day and even had a dress
code. L ater it wasableto show 70 mm films
on itsbig screen and it was the first local
theatre to get Dolby Sound. When the
original Star Wars came out, it wasthe
only theatre screening the movie for over a
year (well before the days of movies
opening on 3,000+ screens nationwide). It
had many premiere screenings over the
years and special events like the “ Sit
Long and Prosper” Star Trek movie
marathonin 1992, Inthelate 1980's, the
theatre was not kept up as well and was
losing businessto all the new multiplexes
sprouting up. Dan Harkinstook over the
theatrein 1988 and fixed it up some, but
couldn’t get along term lease on the
property to commit to amajor renovation.
Asit turned out, the landowners decided
to haveit torn down for an office complex
and despite an emotional public campaign
(collecting over 250,000 signatures) to
save the theatre, it was shut down in
January 1998, withit'sfina showing being
themovie Titanic.

For my Cine Capri memories, I’ ve seen
alot of moviesthere over the years,
always wanting to catch them on the big
screenif possible. My first memorable
experience was seeing a charity preview
screening of The Empire Strikes Back in
1980, getting to seeit aday before
everyone else. The movie wasvery
impressivein 70 mm on the big screen
there. I’vewaited in line outside the
theatre for many other movies on the
opening night or weekend, alot of times
going with alarge group of friends and
saving one of the wide rowsin the middie
so that we could all sit on the same row.
One memorable opening wasfor TheLion
King, where they had a cage with lions
from Out of Africa on display. It becamea
running joke with some friends to what
they would have in acage for the next big
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movie (Trekkiesfor aStar Trek Movie?
Martiansfor MarsAttacks?). For the final
screening of Titanic, | went with several
friends to pay tribute to the theatre one
last time (1 hadn’t even seen the movie
yet). It was sad to see the curtains close
for the last time and many people hung
around taking pictures and grabbing what
pieces they could for souvenirs.

From Michael Sigmon Fallai: “I saw
Star Warsherein 1977... | was 12, stood in
linein the July afternoon heat to see a
matinee show. | saw the restored
Lawrence of Arabia back whenever that
was. Glorious! Theonly way to seea
David L ean masterpiece. | saw Titanicthe
final week or so beforeit closed. Glad | did.
Seeing amovie at the Cine Capri wasa
show. The multi-screen complexes of
today are like going to the airport.”

From Tom Tuer ff: “ The Cine Capri was
where you went to see movies that were
IMPORTANT. My fondest memories: 1.
Seeing “ Star Wars’ inthe Cine Capri,
beforeit was STARWARS. Nowaiting. It
wasthe summer after my freshman year of
college and | honestly was not that excited
about seeing it. Then | saw it. WOW. 2.
Walking out after the end of “Empire
StrikesBack” and revealing to my wife
the sudden realization: “Mark my words:
LeiasLuke'ssister!” | had towait three
yearsto settle that bet... 3. “ Aliens.” Big.
Huge. Scary. Boo. 4. Last moviel saw at
the Cine Capri: Sarship Troopers. |
remember it wasin kinda shabby shape
since they knew they were gonnartear it
down. | still look for the theatrewhen |
drive past 24th and Camelback. That big
black behemoth made a much bigger
statement architecturally than that mostly-
vacant overpriced office building that's
there now. “

From DianeElliott: “1 saw the Original

_Star Wars
movie at the

Cine Capri
Theatre, when |
wasalittlelittle
kid. | remember
the theatre
being big and
imposing and
impressive, and
| wasintotal
awe of the
movie. | don’t
think any other
theatre would
have done as
well. My best
memory of the
theatre, other

awesome, you should check them out,
you'll have ablast) watching the K evin
Costner version of the “Robin Hood”
legend, _The Prince of Thieves . When
Costner’scharacter of Robin Hood
appeared on the screen, and this suppos-
edly Middle English dude started talking
in aCornbelt American accent, therewas
nothing in theworld like having 999
people around you, sharing in the
laughter. | wasin thelast crowd of people
to ever watch at the Cine Capri, and it was
an extremely sad night. The moviewas
Titanic, fittingly enough; and not just
because of the movie'stheme. _Titanic_
was big and expensive and impressive,
and burned itself into the imaginations and
culture of the nation. | can think of no
more fitting movie to go out on.”

From Shane Shellenbarger: “It's
Tuesday, May 24th, 1977 and my luck has
taken aturn for the worse. The good side
of my luck waswinning two passesfrom a
radio station for asneak preview of some
film called “ Star Wars’, but the bad side
of my luck isthat | can’t get anyoneto go
with me. Work, prior commitments, general
disinterest, and other excuses are al given
and they |eave me disheartened: who will |
discussthefilmwithif no onewill go?
Finally, after nine“no’s’ | get a“yes’ from
Curt Stubbs, aliterary sciencefiction fan
I’ve worked with on several conventions.
Curt meets me at the higgest single-screen
theatrein Phoenix, the Cine Capri, and we
settle into the plush seats armed with
popcorn and soda pop. Nearly two hours
later, the lights come up and Curt com-
ments, “Not bad, but the aliens were too
anthropomorphic.” Being alessdiscrimi-
nating nineteen year old, | simply sat there
with my mouth hanging open, mind
completely blown by thefilm I’ djust
experienced.”

From John Wheeler: My most abiding
memories of theoriginal Cine Capri revolve
around Star Trek the most. Thetime | went
to the Star Trek Marathon back in’91 and
we all watched the movies back to back.
Thetime when the club was doing a
presentation at Star Trek “ Generations’
and we had Jimmy Doohan on hand to see
themovie. The Cine Capri was athrow-
back to an erain Movie history when it
wasamore personal feel. Not the 30
screen mega-complex you now have. It
reminded me of when | was ayounger
person. The office complex that now sits
where the Cine Capri once wasis not
progressto me. The Cine Capri was abit of
history. Now it is history. The slick new
one is undoubtedly NOT going to be the
same. It can’t be. Such a shame.

And finally, from Jim Srait: While
most people are avariceto befirstinlineat
any movie, the last showing at the Cine
Capri was different. The last single great
theater. | don’t know who the first person
in line to see the first showing was those
many years ago, but | was the last person
in the line for the last showing at the Cine
Capri. There were stragglers that wandered
in later after me, and possibly aslight 2 or
3 person bottleneck or two later might
have occurred, but when the crowd started
to moveinto the theater for the last time, it
all ended with me. | got theticket taker to
sign my ticket as such.

Through the years anxious crowds
flocked to THE theater of choiceto seethe
new feature that obsessed them. To some
one who hasn't felt it, the feeling would be
silly. But the rush was always emotional
matched to physical as you go through
that door into that large lobby. Thisisit!
Thisiswhat I’ ve been waiting for, thisis
THE moviein THE theater here and now.

(Cont’d on page9)
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Cine Capri

And the Cine Capri lobby ahead was the
entrance to an exciting dream over and
over. And with my step it al ended. Any
one behind melater would be singularly
late. They could have come sooner but
they didn’'t. The one and only line of
peoplemove forward like an expanding
train. Thefirst had better not trip, because
the rest have a momentum that pullsthem
forward. It isthe momentum of the crowd,
and the draw to Wonder. And the last
person flows in with the rest, to stop, to
turn around and look at that empty
doorway. | wish | could describe the
emotion of that moment.... An excitement
suddenly frozen in bitter ice; childhood
ended with a deflated balloon. That wasit.

(cont’d from page 8)

I’'m Just Wild About Harry /
The Trouble With Harry
by Shane Shellenbar ger

I, alongwith about 8.5 million fellow
readers, have been patiently (okay,
anxiously) awaiting therelease of “Harry
Potter and the Order of the Phoenix”
sincel finished the last page of “ Harry
Potter and the Gaoblet of Fire” in 2000. So
what do you do when you want to recreate
that feeling of excitement at reading the
adventures of characters you've come to
love? You reread the books, you listen to
the excellent dramati zations of the books
by Jim Dale, and you wait.

Fast-forward three years and the day
arrived: June 21, 2003. | pre-ordered the
book as had about 5 million of you and |
realized that | had aproblem: vacation. |
wasflying to Seattleat 7:30 am. on
Saturday, June 21%. | knew that the book
I’d pre-ordered wouldn’t arrive until after |
wasgoneand | really, REALLY wanted to
read “ Harry Potter and the Order of the

Art by Donato Giancola
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Phoenix” while | was on vacation. Did |
want to show up at a bookstore at
midnight, wait with the masses until my
number came up and I’ d be allowed to buy
the book I’ d been waiting three years to
read? No, not really. | didn’t want to get
three hours of sleep, disrupt my wife's
sleep, and then be too tired to read the
book on the flight. Since | wasgoing on a
cruise, | wouldn’'t have the opportunity to
buy a copy of the book except at the
airport and | was reluctant to pay $29.99
plustax. So now what? There were some
grocery stores and a certain big box store
that would be open before we headed to
theairport so | made some callsand |
found that the staff wasn’t sure if they had
the book, would have the book, or when
they would be able to put the book out on
display. What now?

Laurie (my wife) suggested wetry
Osco, Walgreens, or just suck it up and
pay full list price IF the book was available
at the airport or in one of the gift shopson
board the cruise ship. Since we had arrived
at Friday and the optionswere limited, we
went with that plan. Saturday arrived; we
loaded up the car and headed over to the
24 hour Osco. When the cashier finished
with the only other patron in the store, |
asked about the book. She thought for a
moment and told meto wait. The cashier
disappeared into alocked room, and |
waited anxiously with Laurie speaking
soothing words to calm me down. The
cashier reappeared with arather large blue-
black book. How much, | asked?$19.99
shereplied. Sold, | said!

| didn’t spend an inordinate amount of
my vacation reading “Harry Potter and
the Order of the Phoenix”, but | did find
moments here and there and by the time
our plane had landed in Phoenix (Arizona,
that is.) | was up to page 679. | finished the
remaining 191 pages over the next couple
of daysand | began to digest what I'd
read and | began to form an opinion about
the entire Harry Potter seriesto date.

When I’ d finished “Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer’s Sone,” | was quite taken
with the young Mr. Potter. Despite great
adversity and overwhelming odds, Harry
(with some help from hisfirst truefriends)
overcame his enemies and triumphed. And
after I'd read, “Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets,” | appreciated
Harry’sloyalty to hisfriends, his determi-
nation to prove Hagrid’s innocence, and
his bravery while seeking to save Ginny
Weasley. In spite of the accusations that
were flying around Hogwarts about Harry
being the heir of Slytherin, Harry, Ron,
Hermione, the Sorting Hat, and Fawkesthe
Phoenix defeated Tom RiddleakalL ord
Voldemort. “ Harry Potter and the Pris-
oner of Azkaban” dealt with darker
subjects, blind hatred and prejudice, but it
also extolled patience and compassion. By
the time of the fourth book, “Harry Potter
and the Goblet of Fire,” J.K. Rowling was
writing about death not on a vague or
abstract level, but on an immediate and
personal level, a pretty weighty subject for
a“children’sbook.”

Fromthispoint on I’ ll be writing about
material in“Harry Potter and the Order of
the Phoenix” that will be considered
SFP*O*I*L*E*R*S!

You have been warned!
Harry is beginning to bug me a bit by
this book. Consider all that he has gone
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through up to this point and you' d think
that he'd “get it”, “it” being “the bigger
picture.” Harry subscribesto “The Daily
Prophet” but he only scans the headlines
and doesn’'t dig deeper for hidden clues to
what Lord Voldemort isup to. Hehidesina
bush under the Dursley’s living room
window, but he can’t be bothered to read
the paper? Harry needles Dudley, but he
can'’t take Dudley commenting about
Harry’s nightmares about Cedric’'s death?
You' d think that he’ d have a bit thicker
skin. Hermione, Professor McGonagall,
and otherswarn Harry to tread lightly
around Dolores Umbridge, but he doesn’t
heed them and he gets to “enjoy” two
rather gruesome and painful detentions
with her. Is his stubbornness to be
commended or are his actions more
exasperating than laudable? Harry’s
temper and hisinability to curb histongue
makeit very easy to believe the misinfor-
mation that “The Daily Prophet” is
spewing about him being mentally
unbalanced. Thefate of Siriuswill weigh
heavy on Harry and | don’t believe that
we' ve yet seen him reach his boiling point.

Hermione seemsto “get it” for most of
the book. She understands that Harry
shouldn’t be left to stew about being
excluded from theinformation loop by the
Order of the Phoenix. She's perceptive
enough to understand that Umbridge is
Fudge's instrument for spying and
mani pulation at Hogwarts. She knows how
to fight a propaganda war by using Rita
Skeeter, she suggests and organizes the
formation of the Defense Association.
Hermioneis smart and has become
shrewder in this book then ever before. So
why does she throw common sense out
the window when she tells the centaurs
that she wanted them to drive off
Umbridge?

Ron is given the opportunity to move
out from Harry’s shadow in this book.
Being made Prefect and Keeper gives Ron
achanceto prove himself TO himself and
to build up his self-esteem. He makes
many of the same mistakeshe’'smadein
previous books and invents afew new
ones, but he seems to be on the far side of
the stubborn anger that Harry is hitting
with afull head of steam.

Despite these qualms and others too
numerousto list here, | liked “ Harry
Potter and the Order of the Phoenix.”
Granted, | didn’t get warm fuzzieswhen |
finished the book, but there were moments
that gave measmileand | know that I'll be
right there in some line some where when
J.K. Rowling completesthe next install-
ment in the adventures of The Boy Who
Lived.

http://www.azreporter.com/infotainment/
harrypotter/
http://www.topsitelists.com/start/eson8/
topsites.html
http://www.thisislondon.com/entertain-
ment/books/articles/
56388167source=Metro
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/
fullpage.html 2res=9CO7EED6133AF930A
35754C0A9659C8B63
http://www.mugglenet.com/
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ComicCon: Reissued
by Dawn Mullan

Inbeautiful San Diego, Cdlifornia, July 17—
20", 2003, ComicCon I nternational opensto
hungry collector, comic book, and
cartooning enthusiasts alike. The Exhibi-
tors Hall islined wall towall with new and
exciting products. Many exhibitors giving
away samplesof role playing games, comic
books, postcards, posters, books —some
are autographed with await in line. Raffles
and lotteries are being won daily by elated
winners. With favorite television, movie,
and comic books stars gracing the list of
participants and panelists, this year's
ComicCon is as breathtaking as it has been
in years past.

The highlights for ComicCon are innumer-
ous. Wil Wheaton discussing his non-
fiction book in the panel “ From Cradle to
Keyboard” ismotivational. Mr. Wheatonis
a quick-witted and fun-loving young man;
the panel would not have been the same
without his humor. Stargate SG-1 actors
Amanda Tapping and Don S. Davis are
happily surprised to find a legion of fans
awaiting their arrival. Many supporters are
patient to wait in line to hear the actors
presentation and the chance to win prizes.
And yes, Ms. Tapping is as funny and
beautiful in person as sheis on screen. Mr.
Davis also is wonderful and likes wearing
loud Hawaiian shirts.

Consecutive throughout Saturday, Star
Warspanelsinclude presentationsfrom Del
Rey, Hasbro, and L ucas Arts, but continu-
ally had technical difficulties. The authors
R.A. Salvatore, Troy Denning, Aaron
Allston, GregK eyes, and M atthew Stover
aretalented panelistssmoothly transitioning
through each audience members points.
However, the gentlemen were unable to
answer certain questions due to constraints
from Skywalker Ranch. Some secrets only
George L ucas knows did at times hamper
the Q& A leading to the frustration of some
audience members hoping to seize resolu-
tion to their queries. Hasbro, though
beginning their session late, presents the
2003 collection. Thereisno preview for 2004
toys. During the Lucas Arts presentation
with many executives, the audience re-
celvesapreview of the DVD release of the
Indiana Jones trilogy. Quickly the scene
turns to Anthony Daniels, C-3PO, in
Australiawhere filming of the last episode
is adready in progress. There are many
favoritesreturning to the Star Warsfilmsin
Episode 3 including Mon Montha and
Chewbacca. As well as some ominous
warnings of underlying evil and deceit in
thenext filmthat isnot emanating fromwho
we believeisthetrue conceiver of darkside
plans. With the darkest film comingin May
of 2005, Star Wars fans wait patiently for
their turn to know what lies beneath.
Battlestar Galatica’'spanel receives uncer-
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tain applause as the three actors and two
writers grace the stage. Some audience
members boo the quintet. Tricia Helfer,
Katee Sackhoff and Jamie Bamber who
play Number Six, Lieutenant Kara Trace
(Starbuck) and Captain Lee Adama(Apollo),
respectively, were in attendance as well as
the writer and executive producer Ronald
M oor eand executiveproducer David Eick.
With anew vision and updated characters,
thisinnovative spin on an old favorite may
revitalizethisfranchise. Thewriter, produc-
ersand cast are confident in their rendition
of this series. These five individuals are
articulate and talented in person, hopefully
translating well onto the screen providing
great entertainment. Premiering December
7%, 2003, the darker and richer version will
keep on the same premise beginning with
the Cyclon attack on humanity. Cast
includes Edward JamesOlmosas Adama,
Mary McDonnell as Laura Roslin and
Lieutenant Sharon Valerii (Boomer); there
will be no Daget but Boxey is returning to
the screen.

Farscape. There are not enough words to
express the fans and actors' love for this
significant and historic science fiction
television series. Trying to extend past
cancellation with a miniseries, telefilm, or
fifth season, Farscape seems to have taken
on a life of its own. With perseverance or
luck, new lifewill bebreathed into Farscape
soon, so we all know how it really frelling
ends.

Once again, Mark Hamill captivates
ComicCon attendees with his panel about
“Comic Book: The Movie.” Utilizing the
talents of Donna D’Errico, Billy West,
Roger Rose, Jess Harnell, Daran Norris,
Lori Alan,ChaseMaster son, Tom Kenny,
Stan Lee, and Hugh Hefner, Mark
Hamill’s improvisational movieis a hit at
ComicCon. Filmed last year at the conven-
tion, many attendees are actual extrasinthe
film and the panel’s room is packed with
many fans awaiting their turn on the big
screen. Previewing somerough footage, the
crowd is happy with their performance and
awaiting therelease slated for thefall.

As ComicCon comes to a close and the
twenty plus miles walked, the San Diego
Convention Center grows quiet once more
until July 22™ of next year.

L epreCon 29 Shadowfist Events
Reported by Michael Jackson

Shadowfist, the collectable card game
(CCG), isthemile-a-minute, sword-
clashing, butt-kicking, Uzi-spraying, boat-
exploding, car-chasing, monster-
crunching, Hong Kong cinematic action
card gamethat isso epic it would take
John Woo to film and a cast the likes of
Jackie Chan, Jet Li, Chow Y un Fat and
Michelle Y eoh. And that’ sjust in the first
fiveminutes!

L epreCon 29 hosted three Shadowfist
events. First up was ademo during which
Jason Hiatt, Paul Tanton, Ken St. Andre,
Corey St. Andre, Daniel Hernandez, Russ
Stanley, Sean Martin, Michael
Montemayor, Harley Herrin, William
Jensen and Travis Neal all sat down to
sharpen their Shadowfist skillsand fine
tune their decksto prepare for the later
events.

The Shadowfist Baptism of Fire, wherein
each player received a Shadowfist starter
deck and three boosters to pump it up
with, took place Saturday and put Travis,
Jason, Paul, Michael, Ken, Corey and

Daniel trough two rounds of stiff
competition and moved Travis, Michael,
Paul and Jason into the final round. Travis
emerged from the flames asthe victor!
Sunday was single round Final Braw! with
Travis, Sean, Daniel and Harley competing
for the prize using constructed decks.
Travis came out on top with a devastating
Purist faction deck.

I will be running these events again at the
upcoming Hexacon. Comeoninand learn
the game and compete against others with
the best CCG around, Shadowfist! | liketo
thank everyonewho made L epreCon 29
possible, too numerous to mention but
they know who they are! I'd also liketo
thank Z-Man games and the Game Depot
for their support! A specia thanksto
Wayne Myersfor bringing DianaVick by
the Shadowfist table to sign some of the
cards for which she had done the artwork,
thanks Dianal

fromothers.

Registration opens at
8:30AM.

Morning Session
9AM to 1PM
Topic Chair’s Duties,

Lunch Break 1PM-2PM

ConRumners 6
October 4, 2003
Embassy Suites North, Phoenix
2577 West Greenway Road
Room 3005

A day long seminar onfan-runsciencefiction conventions. Arethere
thingsyouwouldliketo seeat |ocal conventions? Haveyou ever won-
dered what goeson behind the scenesin planningaconvention? Thenthis
istheplacefor you! Come, let your ideasbeheard and pick up sometips

Membership: $15
For moreinfo: ConRunners, PO Box 67457, Phoenix AZ 85082 or call
602-973-2341 ConRunners@westernsfa.orgwww.westernsfa.org

Afternoon Session
2PM to 4PM:
PickingaTheme
4PM-6PM
Post CopperCon 23
discussion.

ConNotations

Volume 13 Issue4



Calendar of Events-August-September 2003

To have your event or meeting listed please email calendar@casfs.org (This is a free service. All release dates are tentative)

AUGUST
August 1-Friday

CASFSMeeting8PM at JB’sat 1-17 and
Indian School, info@doverkeep.com

August 2- Saturday

WesternSFA Quarterly Meetingand
Potluck - 6PM at Craig’' s house -
craig@doverkeep.com

August 5- Tuesday

DVD - Deep Space Nine Season Four
DVD - Earth: Final Conflict Season Three
DVD - Agent Cody Banks

August 6- Wednesday -

ConNotationsStaff Meeting-7PM at JB’s
at 1-17 and Indian School Road.-
info@doverkeep.com

August 8- Friday
TV-Tremors: Season Finale(SciFi)
August 9- Satur day

ConNotationsL abelingand Potluck - 4PM
- Stephanie’ s house,
laetitia@doverkeep.com

August 10- Sunday

World Horror Con 2004 M eeting - 4PM -
JBsRestaurant at 1-17 & Indian School -
MikeWillmoth
<mwillmoth@compuserve.com>

World Fantasy Con 2004 M eeting - 5PM -
JBsRestaurant at 1-17 & Indian School -
MikeWillmoth
<mwillmoth@compuserve.com>.

L epreCon 30 M eeting- 6PM - JBs
Restaurant at 1-17 & Indian School - Mike
Willmaoth <mwillmoth@compuserve.com>
LepreConIncQuarterly Meeting- 7PM at
JB’'sat I-17 and Indian School Road Mike
Willmothat 480-945-6890
<mwillmoth@compuserve.com>

TV - Futurama- SeriesFinale(FOX)

August 12- Tuesday

DVD - Babylon 5 Season Three

DVD - FarscapeVol 3.4

DVD - Futurama Season Two

DVD - House of 1,000 Corpses - House of
1,000 Corpses

August 15- Friday

Fannish Open Houseat Craigand
Stephanie’'s house Info Stephanie
<laetitia@doverkeep.com>

August 17 - Sunday

HexaCon 14 Meeting-2PM at JB’sat1-17
and Indian School Road. Mike Willmoth
<mwilImoth@compuserve.com>
CopperCon 23Meeting- 4PM at B’ sat |-
17 and Indian School Road. Lee Whiteside
<leewsftv@yahoo.com>

TV - Dead Zone Season Finale (USA)

August 19- Tuesday
DVD-Mutant X Vol 1.3
August 23- Saturday -

Westercon 57 M eeting - - 4PM - at JB’sat
I-17 and I ndian School Road.-Info Craig
<cralg@doverkeep.com>

August 24- Sunday -

SouthWest Costumer sGuild M eeting -
1PM - Pool party at Tasha's place. Contact
Randall

<webmaster @southwestcostumersguild.org>

August 26 - Tuesday

DVD - AndromedaVol 2.4

DVD - Beastmaster Season 1

DVD - JmHenson'sThe Storyteller
CompleteSeries

DVD - Lexx - Complete Season Three
DVD - Lord of the Rings- Two Towers
Theatrical Edition

August 27 - Wednesday

Border’s SF Book Discussion - The Years
of Rice and Salt by Kim Stanley Robinson
- BordersBooks 75" Ave and Bell - Tanya
623-487-9110

August 29- Friday -
CASFSMeeting-8PM at BBs(I-17 and

Indian School) Contact Stephanie
<laetitia@doverkeep.com>

SEPTEMBER
September 2- Tuesday
DVD - Alias Season One
DVD - Angel Season Two
DVD - Outer Limits- Original Series
Season Two
DVD - Stargate SG-1 Season Four
DVD - Xena Season Two
DVD - DarknessFalls
September 5-7- Friday to Sunday

Copper Con 23 - Embassy SuitesNorth -
WWW.COppercon.org

September 9- Tuesday

DVD - 24 Season Two
DVD - TheCore

September 10- Wednesday
ConNotationsSubmissionsDeadline-
laetitia@doverkeep.com
TV - Enterprise Season Premiere, Jake 2.0
Debut (UPN)

September 12- Friday
Westercon 57 Meeting - - 7PM - at JB’sat
[-17 and Indian School Road.-Info Craig
<craig@doverkeep.com>

September 14- Sunday
TV - Carnivale- Debut (HBO)

September 15- M onday

ConNotationsAdvertising Deadline-
laetitia@doverkeep.com

September 16- Tuesday
DVD-MutantX -Vol 1.4

September 19- Friday
Fannish Open Houseat Craigand
Stephanie’s house Info Stephanie
<laetitia@doverkeep.com>
TV - Jeremiah Season Premiere (Showtime)

September 21 - Sunday

TV - Charmed Season Premiere (WB)
TV - Tarzan Debut (WB)

September 23- Tuesday

DVD - Black Scorpion Complete Series
DVD - Smallville Season One
DVD-Lexx-Vol4.4

September 24- Wednesday

Border’s SF Book Discussion -Storm of
Swordshby GeorgeR.R. Martin - Borders
Books 75" Aveand Bell - Tanya623-487-
9110

TV-Smdlville,

TV - Angel Season Premiere(WB)

September 26- Friday

CASFSMeeting-8PM at BBs(I-17 and
Indian School) Contact Stephanie
<laetitia@doverkeep.com>

TV - Joan of ArcadiaDebut (WB)

September 28- Sunday

SouthWest CostumersGuild M eeting -
1PM - at Tasha'splace. Contact Randall
<webmaster@southwestcostumersguild.org>
TV - AliasSeason Premiere(ABC)

September 30- Tuesday

DVD - TheTick CompleteSeries(Live
Action)

Due to server problems
casfs.org email
addresses were un-
available for the past
month. Please check all
events listed to make
sure they are accurate
before you plan to at-
tend

INFORMATIONLINE
For up to date information on each
month’s CASFS and fan sponsored
sci-fi related eventscall (602)973-2341
and select option 3 for a pre-recorded
message. Thereisalso aweekly email
update. If you wish to receive the
email update send your email address
to Stephanie at meetings@casfs.org

3pm

Wednesdays 6pm Hero Clix Tournamets
6pm MechWarriorTournaments
Thursdays 6pm CamarillaAnarch Game
_ 6pm Dragonball Z Tournaments
Fridays 6pm Hero Clix Tournamets
6pm MagictheGathering
7pm  AnimeClubMesting
Rocky Horror Picture Show
Satur days* 3pm  MageKnight Tournaments
3pm ClasscBattletech
4pm  Star Wars CCG
4om  Magic Tournaments
Sundays* Noon YU-GI-OH Tournaments

Dragonbd| Z Tournament

Ongoing Events

Samurai Comics, 7th St & Camelback

Samurai Comics, 7th St & Camelback

KiwanisPark

Atomic Comics-Phoenix

Samurai Comics, 7th St & Camelback

Samurai Comics, 7th St & Camelback

Samurai Comics, 7th St & Camelback
Spectrum Theatre (Spectrum Mall)
Samurai Comics, 7th St & Camelback
Samurai Comics, 7th St & Camelback
Samurai Comics, 7th St & Camelback
Atomic Comics-ParadiseVdley
Samurai Comics, 7th St & Camelback
Samurai Comics, 7th St & Camelback

WWW.Samurai comics.com
WWW.SAmurai Comics.com
www.titheofsouls.com
WWW.atomiccomics.com\
WWW.SAMUrai Comics.com
WWW.SAMUrai Comics.com
WWW.SAMUrai Comics.com
Www.azrocky.com
WWW.SAmural Comics.com
WWW.SAmUrai cComics.com
WWW.SAMUrai ComiCs.com
WWW.atomiccomics.com
WWW.SAMUrai Comics.com
WWW.SAmUrai Comics.com
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Sept 5-7, 2003
Embassy Suites Phoenix North, Phoenix, AZ

THE ONE CON TO RULE THEM ALL!

W.Eﬂppﬂl‘ﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂl'g

Author Guest of Honor:

Connie Willis

SF Author of Doomsday Book, Passage, To Say Nothing of the
Daog and Bellwether. Connie has been awarded 8 Hugo Awards,
9 Locus Poll Awards and 6 Nebula Awards.

Artist Guest of Honor:

David Mattingly

[Nustrator of over 500 science fiction and fantasy covers
including the "Honor Harrington" series for author David Weber.
He 15 a two-time winner of Magazine and Booksellers
"Best Cover of the Year" Award, & winner of
The Association of Science Fiction Artists "Chesley” award

Music Guest: Larry wWarner

(sponsored by the Phoenix Filk Circle)

Special Media Guests:
Lani Tupu

Fan Favorite Farscape
actor as Captain Crais
and the voice of Pilot.

Captain Braca on Farscape
& Brutus on Xena

plus movies such

as The Matrix: Reloaded.

David Franklin

Gaming, LARPs, Filk Suite, LAN Party and more.

Join us for a full weekend of Science Fiction & Fantasy
Events and Activities at the Embassy Suites Phoenix North

Additional CopperCon 23 Activities include Art Show & Auction, Masquerade,
Dealer’s Room, Charity Auction to benefit Reading is FUNdamental and ACTOR,
Video Room, Anime Room, Hospitality Suite, Modern Dance, Regency Dance,

Please visit our web site for much more info at WWW.coppercon.org

Make sure you arrive early on
Friday afternoon for Q& A sessions
with our media guests Lani Tupu &
David Franklin. Pre-Reg members

can see them at our special

Thursday night event as well.

Lami and David will be available throughout
the weekend in our dealer’s room. They
will have photos available and will sign

autographs for an additional fee,

Memberships

$35 thru 8/25/03, $40 at the door
Kids 7-12 half price*
Kids 6 & Under Free*
= with Adult membership
Pay online using Paypal!
Daily Memberships will be
available at the door only.
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Embassy Suites Phoenix North

Room Rates: $79 5/D, $89 T, $99  +tax
Rooms include FREE made to order breakfast
& nightly happy hour. Kids under 18 stay free!

2577 W. Greenway Rd, Phoenix, Arizona
(602) 375-1777
Online Reservation Group Code: CCC
Make your reservations by August 17"
to guarantee the convention room rate.

ConNotations

Please check our website for the full
autograph policy.

Contact CopperCon 23 at:

Write: CopperCon 23
PO Box 62613
Phoenix, AZ 85082
Phone: (480) 423-0649
Email: cucon(acasfs.org
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COPPERCON 23

Sept 5-7, 2003

Embassy Suites Phoenix North, Phoenix, AZ

CopperCon 23 Programming

Help us celebrate epic Fantasy and Science Fiction by joining us in a wide range
of program items geared to the best in literary and media fantasy and science
fiction! Aspiring writers wall want 1o attend one of our many writers' workshops,
Not interested in writing? We'll have a room dedicated to readings from our greai
lincup of authors. Are you locking for something a little more interactive? Then
why not try one of our roundtable discussions, where you--the attendee—talk with
others about issues ranging from unexplained phenomena to why animation and
comics are still perceived as mediums for children.

But we're not siopping there. UFP will host their popular Sei-Fi Jeopardy game
ence again. What's That Byte will be returning with all new sound bytes to puzzle
your brain.  And if that wasn't enough, we'll be hosting a radio control car and
truck obstacle course for those brave enmough 1o bring their vehicles 1o the
challenge. Want more? Then try owur Family Frendly Programming--
programumning which is geared towards families with fans ages six to twelve, We'll
have something there for everyone, so join us at the one con to rule them all and in
the fan communirty bind them!

Confirmed participants as of August 1" for this vear’s convention are:
Greg Benford, Billy Bishop, Cathy Book, Mike Cassidy, Yvonne Coals,
Sonni Cooper, Kate Daniel, Bruce Farr, Joseph Formichella, Wolf Forrest,
Jerry Goodz, Mark Greenawalt, Bennie Grezlik, Carol Hightshoe,
W.I. Hodgson, Emily Hogan, Ernest Hogan, Louise M. Kleba,
Mark Kreighbaum, Jacqueline Lichtenberg, Benjamin Massoglia,
Alice Massoglia, Marty Maszsoglia, Kathleen M. MecDonald-Neal,
Michael B. Mennenga, Robert D, Miles, Allison Mitchell, Tee Moris,
DL Mullan, Kevin Andrew Murphy, Jancen O'Kerry, Michaclene
Pendleton, David Perrine, James G. Reade, Ken St. Andre, Michael A.
Shea, Mark Siegel, Paul Donald Peter Tanton, Evo Terra, Lammy Vela,
Michelle M. Welch, Catherine Wells, John T. Wheeler, Randall Whitlock,
Dr. David Williams, Mike Willmoth, & Gail Wolfenden-Steib.

CopperCon 23 Art Show

We are proud to announce David Mattingly as our Artist Guest of
Honor. He will be displaying sampless of his art in the art show plus he
will host a guided tour of the art show Friday evening.

Our plan is to offer the best of science fiction and fantasy art to the fans of
Phoenix. Art show panels (a panel is 4 ft. X 4 ft. flat brown pegboard) may be
reserved for a fee of §5.00 per panel. 3D artwork can be displayed on 6 ft. X 2.5
ft. tables, with a fee of $10.00 per table, or $5.00 for 1/2 table. The convention
will take a 12% commission on these sales. We will feature a print shop -- an area
for artists to sell multiple prints of some of their more popular work, with the
convention taking15% commission on these sales. There is no fee to display in the
print shop.

Artists that have reserved space include: Theresa Mather, Betsy Mott,
Abranda Sisson, Mai Q. Nguyen, Lubov, Sylvana Anderson-Gish,
Allison Mitchell, R. Merrill Bollerud, Deborah Woods, Ellisa Mitchell,
Monika Livingstone, Albrecht & Lee Seed.

We will accept Visa, MasterCard as well as cash and checks.

We are anticipating a great art show this year, so be sure to come down and see
the pride of a lot of super artists. If you have any questions, or if you are
interested in reserving display space, please contact Ray Gish at 2527 N.
Silverado Mesa AZ 85215 or call 480-641-3997 or email RGASAS@aol.com.
Artist setup will be Friday: 9 AM-12 noon.

Special Events at CopperCon 23

The Following Events are Planned at CopperCon.
Schedules are Subject to Change.

Thursday night Pre-Registered Members Only Event at 8 p.m.

Lani Tupu and David Franklin will take part in a live commentary of a classic
Farscape episode. This is open for pre-registered members only. 'We may also
have activities with some of our other guests and participanis. Check our weh
page for updates.

Friday Night Movie Screening of Caribou Moving Pictures® SciFi
Feature Film Planet of the Killer Robots! — Join the producers and
other crew members for a special screening of this locally produced
Secience Fiction film.

Our Charity Auction Saturday afternoon will benefit both Reading is
FUNdamental and ACTOR (A Commitment to Our Roots). The latter in
memory of fan and comics enthusiast Dave Brown,

You won't want to miss David Greenawali’s Latex Body Painting
Demo Late Might Saturday. Pictures of past sessions are available at his
website: www. futureclassx.com

Show off your costuming skills at the Masquerade Saturday night and
win accolades and prizes. The Masquerade is open to all skill levels
including kids. Joining us at halftime will popular musical comedy
performer Tom Taerff. (Dr. Demento approved!)

We'll have spotlight panels with all of our featured guests (Connie Willis,
David Mattingly, Lani Tupu and David Franklin) on Saturday during the
dey including & Filk Concert with music guest Larry Warner.

Janeen O'Kerry will be hosting a Writer's Workshop.

We’re planning to have a special exhibit by the Arizona 501"
Stormtrooper Legion.

Preview Upcoming SF and Fantasy Movies with Barry Bard on Sunday
morning where the best freebies at any convention will be handed out.
CopperCon Chair and SFTV Guru Lee Whiteside will preview Upcoming
SF and Fantasy TV shows on Saturday Morning.

The Confusion Crew will host their popular ConFusion Modern Dance on
Saturday night following the Masquerade. We'll also have Regency
Dancing on Friday night.

Volume 13 Issue4
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We have a great lineup of participants in addition to our featured guests.
Authors Greg Benford, Kate Daniel, Bennie Grezlik, Emily Hogan,
Ernest Hogan, Jacqueline Lichtenberg, Robert D. Miles, Tee Morris,
Kevin Andrew Murphy, Janeen O'Kerry and Catherine Wells will be
joining us this year. Also participating are Michael R. Mennenga and
Evo Terra of the Internet Science Fiction Radio Show Dragonpage.com,
Louise Kleba from NASA will do a presentation on the Space Station, and
ASU’s Dr, David Williams will be updating everyone on the latest NASA
Planetary Exploration Missions.

Check our web site at www.coppercon.org for all the latest programming
and participant information.
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Videophile

TheDay TheEarth Sood Sill
Fox HomeVideo, 92 mins, G
VHS$9.98, DVD $19.98

The Day the Earth Sood Sll is one
of theall time classic sciencefiction
moviesof all time. Thestory issimple
enough, a spacecraft lands in Washington,
D.C., carrying Klaatu,(Michagl Rennie)a
messenger from another world who has
come to warn to the people of Earth to
ceasetheir violent behavior. Predictably
enough people panic when he lands and a
nervous soldier shoots him. Gort, hislarge
robot companion, destroys a few weapons
and tanks before the Klaatu can stop him.
Collapsing he istaken to a human hospital
asworld leaders and their armies debate
what to do next.

As peopleworldwide panic Klaatu
escapes from the hospital and finds refuge
in aboarding house. There he meets a
mother Helen (PatriciaNeal) and her son
Bobby (Billy Gray) and through them he
learns about humanity.

ThisDVD releaseisto be commended.
The movie has been fully restored and the
extrasare great. The Commentary by
director Robert Wise and Nicolas Meyer is
wonderful and the 70-Minute “Making the
Earth Stand Still” Documentary isfull of
details. Others extrasinclude the
Movietone Newsreel (1951), aRestoration
Comparison, 5 Still Galleries, the Shooting
Script andthe Theatrical Trailer. Thereare,
apparently, no extrason the VHS edition.

Thisisaclassic and should bein
every sciencefiction fan’scollection. | can
not recommend this highly enough. -
Sephaniel Bannon

TheHaunting
Warner, 112 mins, G
DVD $19.98

The 1963 version of The Haunting
bears virtually no resemblance to the
glitzy, special effectsfilled version
released in 1999. Indeed, thisversionis
vastly superior. While both versions are
based on Shirley Jackson’s novel The
Haunting of Hill House the Robert Wise
version remains one of the greatest
haunted house movies I’ ve ever seen.

The movie begins with avoice over
that tellsusall about Hill House's dark
history of death and ghostly possession.
Soon four daring guests arrive to
investigate. FirsttoarriveisEleanor
Vance (Julie Harris), ashy vulnerable
woman who isracked with guilt and grief
over the recent death of her mother. Sheis
joined by Theodora (Claire Bloom), who
has acute extra-sensory abilities, and Dr.
Markway (Richard Johnson), an
anthropologist who is conducting a study
of the house. The last two arrivals are
playboy L uke Sanderson (Russ Tamblyn)
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and finally, Markway’sjealousand
headstrong wife (LoisMaxwell).

The spooky house is anything but
welcoming to the visitors and reacts with
strange noises (everything from muffled
crying to deafening pounding),
unexplained writing on thewalls, adoor
that seems to breathe and a spiral staircase
that seems to have murder on its mind.
And soon it becomes clear that while the
house wants the others to leave, it wants
Eleanor to become one of its permanent
residents.

Filmed in black and white and lacking
anything like today’s glitzy special effects,
thisfilm’s growing sense of terror comes
from the psychology of the characters and
Wises' use of sound, camera angles and
the power of suggestion. Much like the
shark inthe original Jaws, what you don’t
see is much more terrifying than anything
afilm maker can put on screen.

I amthrilled that thisisfinally available
on DVD. Theextrasinclude acommentary
by JulieHarris, Claire Bloom, Russ
Tamblyn, director Robert Wise, and
screenwriter Nelson Gidding aswell as
Theatrical trailer(s), astillsgalery and a
“Things That Go Bump in the Night”
essay. This classic is an absolute must for
any truefan’scollection. - SephanielL
Bannon

TheThing From Another Wor ld
50" Anniversary Edition
Warner HomeVideo, 87minutes, NR
DVD $19.98

In our group | have areputation for
loving schlock. To adegree, The Thing

From Another World

who beginsto kill them one by one.
Thelack of extras on this 50"
Anniversary Edition is disappointing but it
istill amust for the serious sciencefiction
fan’scollection. - Sephaniel. Bannon

TheOmegaMan
War ner HomeVideo, 98 mins, PG
DVD $19.98

Continuing this issue's theme of
classic sciencefiction filmswe cometo
The Omega Man starring Charlton Heston
asthelast human left on earth.

The ultimate biological weapon, a
deadly plague, has swept across the world
leaving two groups of survivors; asmall
band of humanswho areimmuneto the
plaque and agroup of vampires. The
infected humans are led by Mathias
(Anthony Zerbe) who isacharismatic man
set on destroying all the non infected
humanson earth. Robert Neville (Charlton
Heston) has developed a vaccine while
trying to gather the uninfected survivors
together. While the uninfected try to
protect themselves by night from the
growing group of infected plague victims
(Check out Rosalind Cash as hisAfro-
haired, gun toting girl friend) it becomesa
raceto seeif humanity will survive.

TheDVD extrasinclude Theatrica
trailer(s),an Introduction by screenwriter
Joyce H. Carrington, Paul Koslo
(“Dutch™), and Eric Laneuville (“Richig”),
aswell astwo featurettes, “The Last Man
Alive: TheOmegaMan”, and “Charlton
Heston: Science Fiction Legend”.

| am a sucker for the end of theworld
scenarios that were so popular in the
1970'sand thisisone of my favorites.

qualifieswithitsrather
unusual alien (James
Arness as sort of a giant
carrot) but for itstime
(1951) thiswas one of
themost influential
sciencefiction movies '_
ever filmed. Whileitwas
redone with abigger
budget, bigger stars and
spiffy special effectsin
1982 thisversionissitill
enjoyable aswell as
being Howard Hawk’s
lone sciencefiction film.
Thestory isfamiliar,
military men aresent to
anArctic research
station where scientists
have reportedly found a
space ship frozen under
theice. The ship blows
up when they try to
retrieve it but they do
manage to save the body
of itspilot, which they
take back to the research
station. When it
accidentally thaws the
group isfaced with a
blood thirsty monster
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Whileitisn't “great art” itisafun and
thought provoking outing that is a
welcome addition to my collection. -
Sephaniel Bannon

Buffy TheVampireSlayer Season 4
Fox, 999 mins,NR
DVD $59.98

This six disc set brings us the com-
plete fourth season of Buffy the Vampire
Sayer. This 22 episodes of this season
took Buffy into new territory, she started
college, got anew boyfriend, Riley, went
tofrat parties, learned her best girl friend
Willow was gay, and, oh yes, discovered a
secret military project that was experiment-
ing on demons and vampires.

Season four showed that Buffy could
not only survive the loss of several main
characters (Angel, Cordelia, Wesley) she
could get better. This season also brought
us the return of Spike (who developed a
crush on Buffy), added vengeance demon
Anyaasafull-time cast member and saw
the brief return of Faith. This season also
includesthe Emmy-nominated “Hush,” in
whichweird“ Gentlemen” rob Sunnydale
of itscollective voice, and, in this nearly
dialogue-free episode, Buffy and Riley
finally come face to face with each other’s
hidden identities.

The extras on this set are also impres-
sive with commentary by Joss Whedon on
‘Hush’ and ‘Restless’, by Joss Whedon,
Marti Noxon, and Seth Green on on‘Wild
at Heart’, by writer Doug Petrieon ‘ The
Initiative’ and‘ ThisY ear’ sGirl’ and by
Jane Espenson on ‘ Superstar’. Also
included are a Season 4 Overview and the

(Cont’d on page15)
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Videophile
Featurettes: Hush, SpikeMe, Oz Revela-
tions: A Full Moon, Buffy Inside the
Music, The Sets of Sunnydale aswell as
Original scriptsfor ‘ Fear Itself,” ‘Hush,’
‘Who Are You?,’” and ‘Restless' and the
obligatory cast bios and still gallery.

Buffy isoneof my al timefavorite TV
shows. | enjoyed this season four set and
eagerly await the release of theremaining
seasons. | just wish they would release
them quicker - StephanieL Bannon

(cont’d from page 14)

BattleBeyond TheStars
New Concorde103mins, PG
VHS$14.98, DVD $19.98

This space opera version of The Seven
Samurai isdefinitely aB-filmcomplete
with cheesy special effectsbutitistill a
fun romp for alazy Sunday afternoon as
Roger Corman deliversclever dialogue
(script by John Sayles) and some surpris-
ingly good performances.

Our story findsthe evil dictator Sador
(John Saxon) threatening the planet of
Akirawith his super weapon, the Stellar
Converter. Akira' spacifist populationis
unfit to fight Sador but young hero Shad
(Richard Thomas) decidesto fight back
evenif no one elsewill. Heborrowsthe
ship of notorious mercenary Zed the

Corsair and goes off to recruit aband of
mercenaries, each of whom has a personal
reason to join the fight. He manages to
hirealizard-like humanoid (Morgan
Woodward), a space cowboy (George
Peppard), azaftigfemalewarrior (Sybil
Danning), and broodingkiller-for-hire Gelt
(Robert Vaughn, reprising his Magnificent
Seven role). With its strong cast, script by
John Sayles and Roger Corman touch
Battle Beyond the Sars (including space
ships designed by Titanic director James
Cameron) isadelight for repeat viewersas
well asnewcomers.

TheDVD hasheen digitally remastered
and features commentary by scriptwriter
John Sayles and assistant production
manager, Gale Anne Hurd ( Terminator 2
producer) aswell astheatrical trailers. -
StephanielL Bannon

Highlander Season One
Anchor Bay.NR
DVD $89.95

Thefirst Highlander thefilm, starring
Christopher Lambert as Connor MacL eod
hit theatersin 1986. Six yearslater we got
Highlander The Series starring Adrian Paul
as Duncan MacL eod, a clansman of
Connor. For those unfamiliar with the
premise, Highlander (both moviesand
series) tell thetale of arace of Immortals
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who battle one another throughout
history. They compete by taking the heads
of other Immortals, thus gaining all that
Immortal’ sknowledge and power, with the
ultimate goal being to be the last one
standing. “ There can be only one!”

This set of 9 discs brings us the
completefirst season, all 22 episodes, in
their longer form (48 minutes) which
includes footage shown in Europe and
Canada but not in syndication herein the
USA. Each episode has commentary by
producer Bill Panzer aswell as*“Watcher”
notes. Disc 8 includes nearly 20 minutes of
Blooperswhiledisc 9 hasall thefirst
season scriptsin Flash format. Addition-
ally thereisahalf hour documentary that
was used to promote the series before it
debutedin 1992.

Thisisamust have set for the High-
lander fan. While this set was released last
year onthe Official Highlander site,
www.highlander-official.com, reportsseem
to indicate that the Anchor Bay versionis
ahigher video quality and much less
expensive plusit isamore compact
package.(Withtheoriginal Davis/Panzer
release apparently all the disks had their
own box which made the entire set an most
afoot wide, just atouch smaller than the
original VHSbox set) In checking the site
today | note they are selling the Anchor
Bay DV Dsnow for the stated $89.95 price.

Season 2 is being released on July 29,
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2003, too latefor thisissue, but it will be
reviewedinafuture- Stephaniel. Bannon

WinniethePooh,
AVeryMerryPooh Y ear
Disney, 65mins, G
VHS$22.99, DVD $29.99

Winnie the Pooh Bear and hispalsin
the Hundred Acre Wood celebrate
Christmasand New Y ear’ sEveintwo
adventures. In the first one Winnie plays
Saint Nick to hisfriends after hefailsto
get their wish list off to Santa. In the
second story the gang changes identities
as Piglet inherits Tigger’s hop and Eeyore
becomes a cheerful honey lover.

DVD extrasinclude” Coveredin Snow”
game, “New Y ear’ sEve party countdown,
Song selection, Sing Along feature and an
Enchanted environment

Our reviewer, Luc Henderson age 5,
was not very excited about this one. His
commentswerebrief and frank:

“1 liked the Pooh and the Honey and
that'sALL!" Other comments: The story
wastoo long. He did not like the music
and the show was for “younger kids than
me.” - LucHender son

(Cont’d on page16)
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Vldeophlle (cont’d from page 15)
Joyride
Artisan HomeEntertainment
VHS, $19.98,92min, R
1996 releasetotheatre
2002 releasetoDVD

This movie was obviously released to
DVD after thelead, Tobey Maguire,
started becoming well-known. It actually is
abetter filmthan | anticipated. Maguire
always had the talent we recognize today.
The story was rather mundane and trite
but | enjoyed it. Maguireisthe son of a
motel owner, Wilson Cruz is his buddy
and Amy Hathaway is a voluptuous
young blond whose father is pimping her
out of amotel room. ChristinaNaify isthe
hit woman who'scheckedintodoina
local doctor who sexually abused women.
Maguireis bored and fatalistic about his
prospects for leaving the town. One night
while heand Cruz are drinking, thethree
kids decide to go on ajoyride but his

.mmtﬂ'"
‘"

friend’s car won't start. Maguire decides
that taking the car of that strange woman
inroom 7 would be athrill. When they
stop later, they discover the body of the
local doctor in the trunk with abullet hole
in hishead. Now, life has gotten real
serious as they contemplate whether to
return the car or keep it and what to do
about the body. Plus they have to dodge
the questions of the local detective who
discovers the body after they dump it.
There are some enjoyabl e scenes where
Maguire stands up to the hitwoman,
simply becauseit won't make any
differencein hislife. Whilel didn’t
anticipate Naify’ ssolution to all their
problemswith the law, | did seethe end
coming evenwhilel enjoyedit. -
CatherineBook

PURVEYORS OF THE PECULIAR

4433 North 7th Avenve, Midtown Phoenix
602-222-6644

OPEN
at the Crack of NOON
Friday through Menday

CLOSED

and sealed njghtly

by Six PM

ARTS ¢ ARTIFACTS FROM LONG-AGO TIMES
AND FARAWAY PLACES

Page 16

Pointless Meanderings
by Brandon Huigens

Interview
Small PressCreator : Jeff Brown

Welcome back. Thisis the second
small-press creator interview being donein
accordance with my February trip to the
Alternative Press Expo. Enjoy!

Thistimearound, we' refeaturing an
incredible new talent that cemented a
permanent place on my bookshelf with an
amazing little book about the exhilaration
and desperation of needing someone:
Clumsy. That talent’snameis Jeffrey
Brown.

Brown isayoung man that recently
took the independent comics world by
storm with hisvery first published work-
the graphic novel Clumsy. His debut was
so impressive that he was nominated for
the prestigious Ignatz Award for Best New
Talent; the good guys at Top Shelf jumped
at the chance to begin publishing his
material at the behest of indy comics
superstar James K ochalka Superstar,
whose right-on description of the book
bears mention:

“...Clumsy isthe story of anew
relationship and it'sstunning in its' realism
and honesty. Thefrailty of the drawn line
perfectly matchesthe human frailty
portrayed within the story. It's just so
damn human. Thisismy favorite graphic
novel ever. Evenif Jeffrey Brown never
draws another line again, he has aready
won apermanent placeinmy heart. Still, |
want more.”

Thefollowingisaninterview with
Jeffrey Brown; you'll find histake on art
refreshing, hissincerity extraordinary, and
room on your own shelf for abook with
Jeffrey Brown’s name on the binding.

Brandon Huigens. Where are you
from, and how old are you? Where did you
attend college and what did you study?

Jeff Brown: I’moriginaly from Grand
Rapids Michigan, though I’ velived in
Chicago for about 2 ¥2yearsnow. I’'m 27. |
first went to asmall collegein Holland,
Michigan, [and earned] an Art Major/
English Minor. Then | sat around in Grand
Rapids for 3 yearstrying to figure out
what art was and what | wanted to do with
it. | decided to go to The School of the Art
Institute of Chicago, thinking I’d become a
fineartist, painter type. | finished my MFA
there last year, athough | stopped
painting and started drawing comics
halfway through

BH: How long have you been creating
comics?Are you working at another job?

JB: I’ ve been drawing comicsforever,
off and on, but always one-panel things,
one-page things. Clumsy wasthefirst real
comic | drew so I’ ve been doing comicsfor
acoupleyears. Yeah, there’s not much
money in comicsif you' re not doing
superhero stuff-1 manage the music
department of amajor book storeretail
chain store in a Chicago-area suburb (1
won'’t say which chain here, since | don’t
want to get in trouble if I'm not supposed
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to associate them with my comics or
something likethat).

BH: What kind of career goal do you
have regarding comics?

JB: Hm. | don’t think of it asacareer.
I’ve always drawn and made art and | think
| dwayswill. What | like about comicsis
that | can communicate with so many
people, and | guess one goal | have isto
break over into an audience that doesn’t
normally read comics.

BH: Why did you start creating
comics? How has the experience been
overal?

JB: | started drawing comics because |
wasn’'t happy with my paintings, and the
faculty at SAIC didn’t like my paintings. |
was fed up with what | perceived to be
excessive bullshit, posturing, fakeness,
etc. inthe“art world” ...l didn’t seemuch
humanity in the work of most artists and
somehow, comics suddenly became away
to achieve the most honesty, to be un-
ironic...I wanted to make art that was as
human as possible.

BH: You' ve succeeded in that...Your
self-published graphic novel Clumsy is
extremely personal and detailed, and it has
aprofound effect on your readers.
Describe what the book is about and how
its' success has affected you both
personally and professionally.

JB: Clumsy isabout celebrating being
in arelationship, including the down times
but mostly the good times, although we
broke up before| finished it, and | just
rewrote the 4 pages of breaking up over
the phone. It basically describes the
relationship and the feelings involved
through snippets, fragments of memory;, all
jumbled up inthe way we remember things
like relationships. The success has been
extremely encouraging in termsof making
art, and has been satisfying in how I've
been able to affect so many people. It's
al so hel ped me make morework-that is, in
terms of being able to make more copies of
books and getting wider distribution.

BH: Doyou still talk to Theresa (Jeff’s
ex-girlfriend that Clumsy features) at all?
Do you know how she feels about
Clumsy?

JB: Um, we' vetalked off and on,
though off for awhile now...ever since she
started dating this new guy and | got
weirded out because he had been kind of a
friend of mine, by coincidence. Sheliked
Clumsy, although sometimes| worry about
what she thinks of the attention it’s
getting.

BH: Since you mentioned that you and
Theresa broke up before you finished
Clumsy, were you going to publish it with
adifferent ending?

JB: The only thing that changed was
the 4 page story “The End,” which was
originally something about us seeing a
movie together or something, which
would' ve totally changed the whole book,
probably. But the stories that follow “The
End” were already set.

BH: Wasit difficult to put those
feelings and moments on paper and share
them?

(Cont’d onpagel7)
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Pointless (cont’d from page 16)

JB: It wasn't as hard as you’ d think.

I’ ve always been a bit of an introvert, so
thiswas kind of a cathartic release to
express al thisemotion that | had been
trying to expressin my art before but

never quite getting it right. | just put down
whatever | thought and felt; it'slike-I think
Mark Twain said this-you don’'t have to
remember if you tell thetruth? So with
Clumsy, | wasjust honest, so | didn’t have
to edit.

BH: Do you ever feel awkward around
people that have read the book, knowing
so much about your personal experiences?

JB: Sometimes. | try not to think of the
book being about me. It also depends on
how the reader reacts; the more comfort-
ablethey are, thelessawkward it is, and
I"ve had friends who didn’t want to touch
the thing, but my parents and brothers
have read it. My oldest brother told my
Mom heliked Unlikely (my next book)
better because it had less sex in it. And of
courseg, there’s so much that’s left out in
the book, it's misleading to think you
know mejust from Clumsy...therewas
more to the relationship than | could show,
and there’'s more to me, and I’ ve changed
since then...

BH: The book reminds me so much of
my own rel ationships, mostly my first
significant one, as |’ m sure many people
have told you-are you happy so many
people can relate, and has anyone said
anything about it that’s really stuck out in
your mind?

JB: Yes, I'm both happy and surprised
that my own unique experience seemsto
be so universal...it never ceasesto jar me
when people pick out some littleincident
and say that's EXACTLY what they went
through.

BH: Did you begin your career self-
publishing? Do you now have a pub-
lisher?

JB: Yes, Clumsy was self-published,
and then Top Shelf was distributing
it...they’ ve actually taken meon...they’re
putting out my next book Unlikely this
summer and I’ m assuming they’ Il publish
more of my projects. I’ m aso doing stories
for different anthol ogies, some self-
published, some from other publisherslike
Drawn & Quarterly. | do still have other
projects| will definitely self-publish...

BH: It'samazing that you self-
published a graphic novel to begin you
career. Have you been nominated for any
awards, and have you won any?

JB: | was nominated for the Ignatz
Award for Promising New Talent last year,
but I didn’t win.

BH: Doyou keep adaily comic diary?
If so, do you plan on ever putting them
into acollection?

JB: I don't...so much of my work islike
diary anyway, but with alittle perspec-
tive...

BH: What would you like fans to know
about you and your comics?

JB: Um....I don’'t know. I'd likethefans
to get whatever they can out of my work,
and they don't really need to know
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anymore than what's there.

BH: What's been your best experience
incomics?

JB: Meeting other cartoonists has
been great, especially guyslike Chris
Ware, but just as much lesser knowns like
the other guys on
www.theholyconsumption.com...meeting
fans has been fun too, and finding out
people you've never seen have crushes
onyouiskind of cool...

BH: What are your plansfor 2003 as
far as comics releases? What do you
currently have out?

JB: Currently out areClumsy and | Am
Going ToBe Small, whichisacollection
of gag likefunny stuff. Coming out in July
isUnlikely, a256 page book about losing
my virginity tomy first girlfriend. If | have
themoney, alimited edition book called
Any Easy I ntimacy will beout thisfall, and
| domini comicson alimited basis, usually
just for conventions that | go to.

BH: Man...Unlikely sounds great!
Where on the web can fans find your
work, and where can retailers order your
books from? Do you have awebsite?

JB: Retailers can go through Diamond
or Top Shelf for my major releases;
everyone can shop at
theholyconsumption.com which show-
cases my work and 3 other great Chicago-
area cartoonists who have mostly been
self-publishing so far. It'sawebsite
created by my friend Paul Hornschemeier
to sell hiscomicsaong with mine, plus
those of Anders Nilsen and John
Hankiewicz. We'reall Chicago area
cartoonists, al up and comers, who have
mostly self -published so far. It's all about
great comics. We rotate weekly with
“Sunday Services’ which showcases
sketches and upcoming projects, and you
can buy fun stuff like shirts and things
also.

BH: Have you read comicsall your
life?If so, who' ve been your influences?
Do you have any influences outside of
comics that come out in your work (or
don’'t come out)?

JB: Yes, aslong as I’ ve been ableto
read. Influences: ChrisWare, Dan Clowes,
Julie Doucet, James K ochalka, Chester
Brown, Joe Matt, Moebius, Art Adams,
Debbie Dreschler, Adrian Tomine, John
Porcellino, um, there’smorethat | can't
think of right now, I’ m sure. Outside of
comics, David Shrigley, Raymond
Pettibon, Egon Schiele, and aboveall,
Charlotte Salomon, who did thisincredible
work called Life? Or Theatre?

BH: James K ochalka has been
instrumental in promoting your book, even
going as far as helping convince Top Shelf
to publish your work. How did you meet
James, and how has your guys' relation-
ship been?

JB: | just sent him books, and he liked
them. I met him at SPX last year, and | dida
one page strip for the Free Comic Book
Day issue of Peanut Butter & Jeremy. We
don’'t keep in touch too often, but | love
hiswork, and he'sbeen agreat helpin
spreading the word about my work.

BH: Wherewill your next few appear-

ances be?

JB: I'll probably be at the San Diego
Comic ConinJuly, and for surewill beat
the Wizardworld Chicago in August. | also
have plansfor an Unlikely release party at
Quimby’sthelast weekend of July...

BH: What's Quimbys?

JB: Quimby’sisone of the best
alternative comics shops in the world and
itsherein Chicago. Their websiteis, |
think, www.quimbys.com or something
obviouslikethat. ChrisWaredid all their
signage and they don’t really carry any
mainstream stuff, plus they carry tons of
‘zines and self-published mini comics.

BH: What kind of music, movies, and
television are you into?

JB: | like cheesy WB showslike 7th
Heavenwhichishilarious, Dexter'sLab
and The Powerpuff girls, Farscape, Ed,
Blind Date, Judge Mathis...| watch entirely
toomuch TV. Music, | likeindie/alternative
rock stuff - yoL aTengo, L ow, Elk City,
Polyphonic Spree, Cat Power, Built To
Spill, Modest Mouse, EIf Power,
Microphones...| have over 600 CD'’s,
whichisalso entirely too many...movies:
anything by WesAnderson, Terry Gilliam,
and David Lynch...

BH: Pretty nice and developed
tastes...a buddy of mineisawaystaking
about Cat Power. So how much time per
day do you spend drawing and creating
comics?

JB: | spend probably an average of 3
hours aday actually drawing, and then I’'m

always thinking about stuff, plotting or
figuring out how to draw a particular panel
or story.

BH: Okay-that'sit. Thanksfor the
great interview, Jeff!

Upon arriving in San Francisco, the
first person | met that was going to the
APE Convention was Jeffrey Brown, inthe
hotel lobby where we were both staying.
We had a very quick and casual conversa-
tion; if it wereamovie, that meeting
would’ ve been some fantastic foreshad-
owing, because Jeff and Clumsy ended up
being my favorite and most significant
memory | have of thetrip. On Sunday, the
last day of the convention, | approached
Jeff and asked him to do a sketch for me-
just something withhiminit. Itiseasily
the best five bucks I’ ve ever spent. Thisis
that sketch: .
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OneKnight Only
by Peter David
Ace, 384 pages, $23.95

Thisisthe long-awaited sequel to
Peter David's novel Knight Life about
King Arthur being alivein the present day
(alongwith Merlinand Lancelot with
Guinivere having been reincarnated as his
wife Gwen) and running for political office.
The original novel was re-issued last year
in an updated and expanded hardback
version that is now available in paperback
which isrecommended reading, but not
required, for One Knight Only.

The new novel picks up the story
several yearslater, where Arthur is now
President of the United States and trying
to deal with terrorist threats to the country
whilehislong timementor, Merlin,isa
statue in the Rose Garden and his aide,
Lancelot, ismissing. Through flashbacks
we learn of the events that catapulted
Arthur to national fame and left Merlina
statue. A terrorist attack following Arthur’s
State of the Union address |eaves Gwen in
acomaand Arthur in shock. Meanwhile,
Lancelot has discovered the location of
theHoly Grail init'scurrent formwhichis
being held by the original High King,
Gilgamesh, onaremoteislandinthe
Florida Keys. Arthur sets out to exact
revenge on the terrorist leader and retrieve
the Grail so that Gwen canlive, but will he
succeed or die trying?

As you can see by the summary, the
novel coversalot of ground, bringing the
reader up on what has happened since the
first story, introducing the new characters
and situations and showing how the
national spotlight has made things difficult
for Arthur and Gwen. David also worksin
plot elements mirroring recent real-world
events with the terrorist leader, Sandoval,
playing morethan aminor roleinthe
overall story. Having the real world events
echoing in this story makes it more serious
of anovel than thefirst one and there are
also consequences to the actions the
various characters take, but it is not
lacking in humorous momentswhich
Davidisvery good at. The dilemmaArthur
findshimself in following theterrorist
attack on hiswife and the decision he
makes to avoid awar makes you wonder
what our real-life president would have
doneinasimilar situation (albeit without
magical assistanceavailable).

If you enjoyed the original novel,
you'll be glad to revisit these characters
once more. If you haven't yet discovered
Peter David's fantasy work, thiswould be
agood placeto start. - Lee Whiteside

Page 18

Talon of the Silver Hawk
(Conclaveof ShadowsBook One)
by Raymond E. Feist
Eos, 400 pages, $24.95

Thelatest Raymond E. Feist novel set
inthefantasy world of Midkemiais
somewhat of adeparture from his prior
novels. It concentrates mainly on a central
character, ayoung boy, Kieli, Talon of the
Silver Hawk, whoisthelone survivor of a
mountain tribe massacred
by an army controlled by
the evil Duke of Olasko. He
istaken in by Magnus, a
powerful sorcerer, Robert
deLyis, aman of wealth
and Caleb, ahunter/warrior
and taught how to fight as
well ashow to functionin
high-bred society so that
he can be used as a
weapon in the fight against
evil by the secret organiza-
tion called The Conclave of
Shadows.

Whileprior Midkemia
and Riftwar novelswere
more of an epic feel with
lots of characters and epic
quests, this novel is told
mostly from the point of
view of Talon. When we
first meet him, hisisanaive
boy who has been
orphaned and had been left
for dead. Wefollow along
ashelearnstofitinto a
more normal lifestylewhile
still retaining hiswild edge.
Heistaught many skills
including hunting, fighting,
cooking, how to be a
servant, painting and other
more high-bred traits, and

also given apainful lesson |

inlove. All of thisis |
orchestrated by the
Conclaveto preparehim
for agrander destiny that |
they are keeping a secret !
from him. By theend of the l
novel, heis a suave |
sportsman, fighting to |
survivein amajor sword |
fighting championship |
where some of his oppo- |
nents are more interested
in making sure he doesn’t
win that putting on afair |
fight. !
Readers of Feist’s other |
Riftwar novels should I
enjoy this one that gives |
you a different perspective i
on this fantasy world. |
Thereareafew familiar
characterswith Pug, Nakor
and Miranda being the
most notable. They till |
take a back seat to the

story of Talon’s growth and maturing into
the hero he has become by the end of the
novel, ready to proceed into the next
installment of the series. Prior knowledge
of Midkemiaisnot arequirement for this
novel and might actually help in following
along with Talon's perspective on the
events that transpire around him. - Lee
Whiteside
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Devil’sBargain
by Judith Tarr
ROC, 385 pages, $16.00

Thisisalovely fantasy story set in the
Holy Land during the Third Crusade.
Sioned, anillegitimate child of aCeltic
princess and the late King of England, is
commanded by her brother, King Richard
the Lionheart, to help save his crusade.
Pulling strings in the background is
Eleanor, King Richard’styrannical mother,

(Cont’d on Page 19)
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who iswell-trained in magic but givento
the dark side. She has made a pact with an
evil sorcerer, to assassinate Saladin, the
Sultan who opposes Richard. Sioned has
magic even though sheis untrained. While
with Richard, she meets Saladin’sbrother,
Saphadin, and her heart islost to the
enemy. She also meets amysterious lady,
Safiyah, who beginsto train her in magic.
Theforces of magic, Sioned, Saphadin and
Safiyah, experience bonds that transcend
the poalitic forces that cause them to be
enemies. Together, they must find away to
defeat the evil sorcerer who will cause
them all great pain and distress. Along the
way, Sioned acquires the protection and
assistance of agreat host of jinn. Itisalso
Sioned who must brave the evil sorcerer’s
refuge to steal the talisman to save her
brother. A very enjoyableread..- Catherine
Book

(cont’d from page 18)

Magic: TheGathering
Odyssey CycleBook 11:
Chainer’sTor ment
By Scott McGough
WizardsOf TheCoast, Inc. pb: 2001,
311 pages., $6.99

The stage is set and pit is ready. For
fighters death is not a high price to pay for
possessing the magical and powerful orb
called the Mirari. Even though most
individuals who touch the orb become
insane, still aninfinite numbersflock to
win the mystical energy for themselves.
This book is an extension of therole
playing game of the same name; Magic:
the Gathering. The storyline revolves
around Chainer, ayoung dementia caster
and pupil of Skellum, who alieshimself
with Kamahl, the barbarian from the Pardic
Mountains. Together the two men enter
the pit fights.

As the fights commence, other threats
emerge. Recovering from hisfailureat
obtaining the Mirari, Ambassador
Laguatus begins his quest to acquire the
artifact once more. However, he hasanew
enemy, LIawan, Aboshan’swidow whois
determined to sit at her dead husband's
throne once more. A new leader of the
Order, Major Teroh gathers hisforces
against the Cabal. No morewill heallow
the Cabal to influence Otariaor Kamahl to
live

Meanwhile Ambassador Laguatus
allieshimself with Chainer and the Cabal.
Hungry for conquest, he desires the
throne and Mirari, even though betrayal of
hisloyaltiesis his only way to secure his
ultimate goals. The tension mounts
between Laguatus and L lawan to the brink
of Civil War. Intheend Llawan winsas she
cuts L aguatus off from mercantile com-
merce and heisfaced alonein his defeat.

Kamahl’ssister and former mentor;
Jeska and Balthor respectively; search for
Kamahl but find instead Chainer’s powers
have expanded far beyond his mental
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capacity. Slowly with the use of the Mirari,
Chainer islosing hisgrasp on reality.
Kamahl isfaced with aterrible decisionto
choose between friendship and Otaria.

Scott McGough has afirm grasp on
the characters, plot and magical references
for a satisfying book. Entertaining book
even for non-magic folks, therole playing
novel isfull of plot twistsand turns. In the
future | hope this author expands his
repertoire to include the sciencefiction
universeaswell asthe RPG format - Dawn
Mullan

Magic: TheGathering
Onslaught CycleBook | : Onslaught
By J. Robert King
WizardsOf TheCoast, I nc. pb: 2002,
312 pages, $6.99

Another book in the Magic: The
Gathering saga finds that Kamahl has won
the powerful orb, Mirari, for himself but at
agreat price. While on a quest for
revenge, his sister Jeska is transformed by
Braids into Phage -a dangerous pit fighter.
Thetwo women join the Cabal to craft a
great coliseum.

Kamahl desperate to save his sister
faces great odds to restore her. Jeska as
Phage destroys a powerful illusionist’s
only love, the beautiful Nivea. In mourning
for hislovelxidor'sdreamscametolife
creating an angelic creature named
Akroma. Together the two plot to avenge
the death of Niveaand kill Phage. Kamahl
finding his sister as Phage and allying
himself with the Cabal, the barbarian fights
the darkness that is Phage until Jeska can
reclaim her mind.

Once Jeska returns, the darkness that
was Phage unleashes itself onto the world
and begins devouring life as deathwurms.
Knowing that there was only one chance
to save the world, Jeska takes back the
darknessinto herself becoming Phage
once more.

Kamahl did not want to lose his sister
again but wavers under her insistence and

wisdom. Indeed Jeskaisright, Kamahl had
saved himself and the woman she once
was. Now Kamahl had to let her go and for
himself find peace among the forest.

J. Robert King writes cleanly and
deliberately as he fleshes out all the
characters into a neat and concise plot.
This book was a joy to read even to those
peoplenot familiar to thisrole playing
world. - Dawn Mullan

Sar WarsNew Jedi Order
ForceHereticl: Remnant
By Sean Williams & ShaneDix
Del Rey pb: 2003, 413 pages, $6.99

Thelast trilogy of the New Jedi Order,
ForceHereticl: Remnant isbook 15inthe
series. With their first strong victory over
the Yuuzhan Vong in the near past, the
New Republic changesits color and
mission to become the Gal actic Federation
of FreeAlliances, or simply the Galactic
Alliance. Sincethe Yuuzhan Vong war, the
New Republic has struggled to defend
itself from the enemieswithin and out of
its borders. With the Empire and Chiss as
well as other factions separate and al oof,
the New Republic found little backing to
its cause against their new enemy.
However this challenge is one of many
that need to be addressed and a new
government to solve these issues. In order
to accomplish thistask the Galactic
Alliance wants to bring the diverse
populations of their galaxy together into
one coalition to provide a sound govern-
ment, safer environment, and collective
military.

The series begins with the Galactic
Alliance needing to reformits communica-
tion system and former military strengthin
order to winthewar. Han and Leiawith
Jaina, Jagged Fel, Tahiri and the Twin Suns
Squadron decide to investigate the worlds
taken by the enemy and develop a plan for
thefuture re-establishment of communica-
tions. Luke, Mara, Jacen, Danni, Sabaand

Tekli travel tothe Outer Regions. Search-
ing for alost, but living planet identified as
Zonama Sekot by Vergere, the Jedi led by
Mara and Luke set out in the Jade Shadow
only to find aweakened Empire. All the
whileNomAnor living with the Shamed
Ones begins to unravel the system he
once invoked without question. The
Yuuzhan Vong outcasts who worship the
Jedi could be his salvation.

Inthisnovel, | especially enjoyed the
romances between Danni and Jacen —he
needs something to bind him to the
universe except philosophy- as well asthe
romance between Jagged Fel and Jaina,
who needs positive reinforcement to keep
her from the Dark Side of the Force. Onthe
other hand, Tahiri has an intriguing
storyline as she fights the mental brain-
washing the Yuuzhan Vong implemented
before Anakin Solo’s death and the other
personality that keeps creeping into her
consciousness. The story should become
pretty interesting trying to tie up these
loose ends by the end of the trilogy.

This book is about average for the
New Jedi Order Series but the storyline
has afew slow places. Though arough
start for theWilliams/Dix team, | am
confident the pacing will pick upinthe
second novel. - Dawn Mullan

Sar WarsNew Jedi Order
ForceHereticll: Refugee
By Sean Williams & ShaneDix
Del Rey pb: 2003, 397 pages, $6.99

Thelast trilogy of the New Jedi Order,
ForceHereticll: Refugeeisbook 16inthe
series. Our heroes and nemeses begins
where the last storylines ended: the Jedi
searching for Zonama Sekot, ateam
investigating communications break-
downs, and the Yuuzhan Vong resisting
shame. This novel servesto bridge the
gap between conflict and resolution.

Again, our heroesin their quests find
that sometimes what is on the surfaceis

(Cont’d on page 20)
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In Our Book (cont’d from page 19)
not what lies underneath. Teaming up with
the Empire, the Jedi led by Lukeand Mara
enter the Unknown Regions where the
team encounters the Chiss. Unfortunately,
the Chiss believe the Jedi’s search isalost
cause. Even though the Chissfeel thetime
expended on the quest is futile, the hosts
humor their Jedi guests by letting them
search for Zonama Sekot in their paper
resourcelibrary.

On the other side of the galaxy, Han
and Leia’s group finds Bakura at odds with
itself. The Bakuransand P w’ eck, the Ssi-
ruuvi slave caste, are joining forces. The
positive side this aliance would shield the
races against the Ssi-ruuvi and Yuuzhan
Vong. The negative side is that not
everyone on Bakurais content with the
idea. The political and social repercus-
sions have begun with protests and
rebellions sprouting up on the planet. Of
course, Han and Leiafind out what lies

Artist Guest of Honor:

Janny Wurts

with Raymond E. Feist,

Janny's award winning paintings have been showcased
in many exhibitions of imaginative artwork and she has
been awarded three Chesley awards by The Association of Science Fiction and
Fantasy Artists (ASFA). She is also the author of eleven novels, a collection of short
stories, and the internationally best selling Empire trilogy written in collaboration

beneath the differing factors between the
three races as the Yuuzhan Vong have their
spies amidst the fury too.

Speaking of whom, Nom Anor contin-
ues his power quest among the Jedi
worshipersin the ruins of Coruscant and
takes on aslave of hisown. The Supreme
Overlordishaving difficulties. Supply line
problems | eft Coruscant untransformed
completely by the Shapers and the lower
caste churned in resistance as their heresy
grew. Shimrranow realizing that the heresy
has gone too far and that a new threat has
risen with the power to destabilize the
Yuuzhan Vong hierarchy.

A solid novel by the Williams/Dix team
asthe story evolves from conflict into a
mysterious semi-solution. Not to say the
authors give anything away, but the
references make for good questions about
the trilogy’s conclusion. For instance,
Tahiri and Riinaof Domain Kwaad what
will happen to these two distinct person-
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alities? What of the Zonama Sekot? Isit
friend or foe? How could these two factors
lead to aresolution to the Yuuzhan Vong
war?

Thistrilogy slow to start has picked up
hopefully to agood resolution in the third
installment. - Dawn Mullan

FutureWars
edited by MartinH. Greenberg
and Larry Segriff,
DAW Books, 317 pages, $6.99

My, isn’t thisatimely anthology. Ten
authorswroteall-new stories. Barry
Longyear, JamesH. Cobb, Kristine
Kathryn Rusch, William H. Keith Jr.,
Kathleen Massie-Ferch, Bill Fawcett, Ron
Collins, Robert J. Sawyer, R.J. Pineiro, and
Robin Wayne Bailey. Apparently these
stories were made just for this book, as
there are no prior publication credits. The
topic is not treated as the standard military
genre glorification, but rather as a part of
the human heritage. As the cover blurb
says, “the many possible ways in which
conflict may be carried out, resolved, or
avoided in the future.” These future times
vary from later in this century to un-
counted years away in galactic cultures.
There'seven asequel story toH.G Wells
Time Machine, told from the morlock point
of view. There's enough action for any
space opera, but more to these tales than
mere escapism. You don’t have to be pro-
military or antiwar to enjoy them, just
curious about a sad feature of humanity. -
Michad Griffin

TheMachiaveli Interface
by SevePerry
Ace Books, 197 pages, $5.99

Thisisthefourth in afive-book series,
yet is apparently the last of three that Ace
isreprinting. It cameoutin 1986, andis
now part of Ace'sfiftieth anniversary
output. Author Steve Perry isaNew York
Times bestseller, and it shows. While you
can’t avoid knowing you'rein only part of
astory, that part isinteresting on its own.
Thisisatale of an evil galactic confedera-
tion overthrown by an €lite corps of
bodyguards called matadors. They have
anorienta-likemartial art called the 97
steps, and they’ re marksmen with nonle-
thal darts that incapacitate people for six
months. This book focuses on their
charismatic leader’s battle with the evil
ruler, and also on atop matador squad of
three women and three men. Whilethere's
no explicit sex, theruler isachild molester
and some matadors are leshians. Thereis
lots of explicit violence. If you want action
combined with in-depth character studies,
try thisone. - Michael Griffin

ConNotations

TheFirebrand
by Marion Zimmer Bradley
ROC, 593 pages, $15.95

The Firebrand is an interesting
retelling of the story of the Trojan war
from the point of view of thewomen.
Treated as possessions by the men in their
life, manipulated like chess pieces by the
gods they have alot of resentment. This
resentment manifestsitself intheir efforts
to change the course of event for their
own purposes. The Firebrand is an
interesting new twist on avery old story. It
isawell written fast paced story that |
enjoyed reading and | am sure all of Ms.
Bradley’sfanswill enjoy it aswell. -
William B. Whitmore

TheSeerswvoman’sRoad
by Rosemary Kirstien
Del Ray, 653 pages, $15.95

Thisbook isasinglevolumere-release
of thefirst two novelsin the
steerswoman’s saga. Our hero, Rowan, isa
steerswoman. This means that she travels
the land asking and answering Questions.
For hundred of years steerswomen have
wandered the land with no problems. So
why arethewizardstrying tokill Rowan?
All she has done is to ask questions about
some blue gems that she found. The quest
to answer that question will take her from
the heart of awizard’sfortressto the wild
land of the frontier, and the answers she
finds reveals a secret that isimpossible to
believe.

The Seerswoman’s Road is an
interesting action adventure novel with a
novel plot twist. The charactersare well
developed and very likable. Thisisthe
second time | have read these books and |
enjoyed them as much the second time
around as | had thefirst. | strongly
recommend thisbook. - William B.
Whitmore

ThelL ost Seersman
by Rosemary Kirstein
Del Ray, $14.95, 432 pages

Thisisbook number three in the
steerswoman’s saga. Rowan is searching
the records of the steerswomen’s archives
for clues asto the location of the head
wizard'sfortress. Thinking that she has
found a clue to the location she goes into
the Black Grass land and finds the
unexpected. The planet has a native
sapient lifeform! Oh how this complicates
the problems faced by Rowan. How do
their presence complicate the ethics of
routine bioform clearance? Where isthe
head wizard? How will the outskirters
continue to find red grass for their herds?

The Lost Seersman is a good novel
but it would be best to read the first two
novelsfirst. Ms. Kirsteinisan excellent
author. Thisbook iswell written, colorful
and imaginative. | liked thisnovel, and

(Cont’don page21)
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strongly recommend the series. - William
B. Whitmore

(cont’d from page 20)

Humans
Book two of theNeanderthal Parallax
by Robert J. Sawyer
TOR, 381 pages, $24.95

In this book Ponter convinces the
High Gray Council to reopen the portal
between the worlds. Reunited with Mary
the two of them explore what arelationship
between the two of them would mean and
what it would cost. Thisisavery intrigu-
ing method which allows the author to
explore the most basic concepts which
underlay our society. What is justice? Is
religion afoolish myth? What makesa
person human?

While this book does not have the
action adventure that | usually look in a
good story, it still kept my interest. The
emotional conflict suffered by the protago-
nistsisintriguing. The unusual viewpoint
used to explore our society isnovel. |
enjoyed this book very much and anyone
who has read Hominids will be eager to
see how the story is continued in Humans.
| enjoyed the Neanderthal Parallax and
would recommend it to anyonewho is
interested in exploring the truly unique
world view offered by Mr. Sawyer. -
William B. Whitmore

Wit’ch Star
by JamesClemens
Del Rey, 544 pages, $24.95

Wit' ch Sar isthe fourth book of The
Banned & The Banished series [the Witch
War saga]. It can stand aone.

The three deadly Weirgates have been
destroyed, but the threat of the Dark Lord
remains. Elena, the Wit’ ch of spirit and
stone, and her companions have gone to
preparefor their final stand. Elenahas
gonefor R&Rto A'loaGlen. Along comes
Harlequin Quail, aspy acting as Jester [or
isitthereverse] arrivestelling them they
have one month to counter certain doom.
OneWeirgateremains. The Dark lord will
useit to usher in areign of evil without
end. Hunted by the Dark Lord and his
followers, with betrayal on all sides, the
faithful companionswill find that love and
magic will be tested to the breaking point.

With shades of Robert Jordan, Wit'ch
Sar has all the elements of classic fantasy.
It also has distinctive details and well
drawn charactersthat make well worth
reading. But save a couple evenings. At
544 pages, with no excesswords, it will
take sometimetofinish. - Pam Allan.

Enemies
by LeeHogan
ROC, 416 pages, $6.99

Enemiesisthe sequel to Belarus. In
Belarusthe star spanning Republic fell.
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now athousand years later the Union is
trying to reunite the lost worlds that
survived thefall. But the planet Belarusis
special for hereisthe only world where
both menandthe ENEMY live. Butina
thousand years of sharing the world with
theENEMY the peopleof Belarushave
become a very stubborn, stiff-necked and
intolerant people. The Union representa-
tives are vexed and exasperated by the
rulers of the planet but still they must try
to bring the people of thisworld into the
Unionfor itistheonly place in the galaxy
where man hasmet the ENEMY and not
been exterminated inthe most horrible
manner.

Enemiesisafast paced novel of
intrigue and suspense. It's references to
things which happened in Belarus are well
explained. The charactersreadily engage
your sympathy and | would gladly
recommend this book. It isagood stand
alone novel and an even better sequel. -
William B. Whitmore

Hyperthought
By M.M. Buckner
Ace, 177 Pp, $5.99

Hyperthought is a stand alone Sci-Fi
thriller. Jolie SauvageisaParisian tunnel
rat, who has Joli€’'s Tours, excursions to
Earth’stoxic surface for the rich. Most of
the world belongsto the coms, giant multi-
national companieswho hold lifetime
contracts on the workers who live in the
tunnels beneath the surface. Jolie, an
orphan, despises them all. Jin is the son of
acom CEO, amoviestar, but hismissionis
to overthrow the tyranny of the coms but
has no idea how. He decides to try
experimental neurosurgery to unleash the
hidden potential of the brainin an effort to
define his destiny. Jolie must free him, and
save him from his father, the surgeon, and
the forces of the coms and the com wars,
and stay alive. With afew good friends,
Jolie and Jin must save the world.. Can she
also save Jin from the changesin his
brain? Thisisareal pageturner, well worth
theprice. Enjoy. - Pam Allan

Between Darknessand Light
by LisanneNorman
DAW, 752 pages, $6.99

Between Darkness and Light is book
seven of the Sholan Alliance. A long and
intricately woven tail of suspense, intrigue
and personal development it makes an
interesting stand alone novel. While there
are frequent references to events that
happened in prior books thereis also
enough explanation given so they are not
detrimental to the story line.

Thisisthe story of Captain Kusac's
efforts to free his son from the clutches of
his arch enemy. It should be easy, heis
only acouple of hundred light years from
home, weaponless, a guest on his enemy’s
space station, with his son’s mind
conditioned to force unconditional loyalty
to his captor. Oh and just to make thing
interesting the captain had to steal a star
ship and be declared atraitor at homein
order to rescue his son without causing an

interstellar war.

Ms Norman has done an excellent job
and | am sure all of her fans are eagerly
awaiting the release of this her newest
book inthe Sholan Alliance. - William B.
Whitmore

Ombriain Shadow
by PatriciaA. McKillip
298 pp, $14.00

Ombria In Shadow is a stand alone
fantasy.

When Ombria sprince, Royce Greve,
dies, he leaves his son, and hismistressin
the hands of his great aunt Domina Pearl, a
ruthless and ambitious sorceress. The
mistress is thrown out in the streets with
no expectation of survival. The son and
heir haslittle morewith the Black Pearl as
regent. The principality loses hope, and
the portents of change appear with
memories of the shadow Ombriathat exists
in parallel with gates between thetwo if
only you knew whereto look. Ducon

Greve, the bastard of the king, fights his
own battles against rebels who would
overthrow the regent and kill the heir. At
the same time he must protect the heir from
the Black Pearl. The mistress, Lydea, also
wishes to protect Kyel, the son of her late
lover. She survives, with the help of Mag,
the” waxling”. She wantsto protect Ducon
and Kyel. All seek the aid of Faey, Mag's
mistress who lives between the worlds.
Can any of them survivethe malicious
power of Domina Pearl, and how doesthis
effect thefate of Ombria?

Thisisan extraordinary book. A
fascinating journey through a maze of
truth and illusion, of love and loss, of
bravery and magic. It has beautiful
characterization and witty and intelligent
prose that borders on poetry. If you
weren’t aMcKillip fan before, thiscould
transform you. Your library isincomplete
without it. - Pam Allan

_WorLp Horror CoNvenTIoN 2004

APRIL 8-11, 2004
Embassy Suites Phoenix North,
Phoenix, Arizona

ArmisT GuesT oF Honor: Caniglia
An artist of strangely skewed visions of horror and
the macabre, llustrator and cover artist for
many books and magazines in the genre.

Epiror Guest o Hovour: Stephen Jones

Stephen has been editor & writer of more than 70 books. He has accumulated over
twenty awards including Bram Stoker Awards, British Fantasy Awards, World
Fantasy Awards, and International Horror Guild Awards,

L]
ToasTwaster: David Morrell
Aoward winning author of twenty five novels of international intrigue, horror,
and high-action thrillers including Black Evening, First Blood, The Fifth Profession,
The Torem, Assumed [dentity, Extreme Denial, and The Protector

Mepia Guest of Honor: Dee Snider

Star, writer and producer of Dee Snider’s Strangeland, a horror cult classic movie,
producer of Van Helsing's Curse — a Halloween Orchestra stage show & album,
singer for Twisted Sister Rock band, & host of The House of Hair radio show,

WRITER's Workskop GuesT of Honor: Mort Castle

Mort Castle has been writing since 1967 and writes everything from novels to poetry.
He will be running the Writer's Workshop at this year’s convention.

More Guests To Be Announced
Memberships are US$110.00 thru 9/30/03, US$120.00 thru 3/31/04

Embassy Suites Phoenix North
2577 W. Greenway Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85023 (602) 375-1777
Room Rates: $88 S/D/T/Q plus tax
Use group reservation code “*OWH” online

For info, contact Chair Mike Willmoth at:
World Horror 2004, c/o Leprecon, P.O. Box 26665, Tempe, AZ 85285

Phone: (480) 945-6890

Fax: (480) 941-3438

Email: whc2004(@leprecon.org

www. whc2004.0org
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Club
Listings

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Please check your club
listing for errors. Please send corrections and
updates to the editor in writing to P.O. Box
62613, Phoenix AZ 85082 or via email at
clubs@casfs.org)

ADRIAN EM PIRE A medieva and
renaissance recreationist club. Sword-
fighting, arts, banquets, masquerades,
dances. meets every Wednesday night
from7-10pmat Encanto Park. All are
welcome. Free.

Aerial Mirage Jugglers. Mests
Wednesday 7-10pm in Encanto Park, 15th
Avenue, south of Encanto. No dues,
everyonewelcome. All levelsskill exc-
hange in many areas of object manipula-
tion Dave Davis

<aeria mirage@gnerds.com>, 602-955-
9446; or Ron Harvey
<rbhls@yahoo.com>, 602-863-0284 for
more info or impromptu juggling sessions.

ARIZONALANBASHERSLEAGUEA
collaboration of computer gaming enthusi-
asts, the Arizona LANbashers L eague
throws quarterly LANparty events.
Between parties, support isgiven to local
groups who wish to advertise their own
gatherings. We have no set genre of
games and play anything from strategy
games to first-person shooters to driving/
flying simulations. No annual membership
isrequired and admission to an event
rangesfrom $5-$15. See our webpagefor
current events. Email:
azlanbashers@earthlink.net Web: http:/
www.lanparty.com/dl/ VoiceMail: 602-
306-9339

THEAWAY TEAM: TheAway Team,isa
general sci-fi appreciation group that
meets once a month for discussion of
various sci-fi newsregarding severa
mediumstoinclude: television, movies,
video, books, comics, magazines, collect-
ing, and so forth. The meetings are
comprised of news, review and comment,
BBS/computer newsand help, meeting
new members, video presentations, games,
and socializing fun! Food and drinks are
provided, viaa$3 munchiefee (per
meeting) to compensate the host. (No
other feesareinvolved.) The electronic
home of the Away Team, is the Lightspeed
Space Station BBSat (520) 325-6674....
Member agesfor the group range from 13-
40-somethingwith both maleand female
members. Other activitiesincludenull-
modem link gamefests, group theater
movie viewings, convention trips and
more. Havesci-fi funinarelaxed, low-
structureenvironment. NORUBBER EARS
ALLOWED!! For questions, you can call
theBBS, or writeto: LSSc/oR. Martin;
2522 N. Sparkman Blvd.; Tucson,AZ
85716
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BASFA Local Tuscon sciencefiction
group that puts on TusCon. Contact us at
PO Bo0x 2528, Tucson AZ 85702-2528 or
basfa@earthlink.net.

our website at home.earthlink.net/~basfa/

CENTRAL ARIZONA SPECULATIVE
FICTIONSOCIETY,INC.(CASFS) The
non-profit corporation that puts on
CopperCon conventions, SmurfCons,
HexaCons, occasional regional cons, and
publishes Con-Notations. Best described
as SH/F generalists with a strong bent
towardsliterary SF/F. Guestswelcome-
meets at 8pm on the last Friday of each
month in January thru September and the
second Friday in October, November and
December at JB’ s Restaurant, 2560 W.
Indian School in Phoenix, AZ. Write PO
Box 62613, Phoenix, AZ 85082-2613or call
StephanieL. Bannon (602)973-2341 for
information. Webwww.casfs.org

C.R.O.F.T. Cdtic Reenactment of Fellow-
ship and Trades is Phoenix based Reenact-
ment group specializing in the western
European renaissance. As an org-
anization, itisour goal to promote felow-
ship whileresearching lifestyles and
trades concurrent with the Celtic Peoples
from400BCuntil 1746 AD. Although most
members claim Scots, Irish or Welsh an-
cestry and do Celtic re-enactment, it isour
intent to open participation to anyone with
an interest in period crafting and enter-
tainment, no matter what his/her ethnicity.
The sense of being areal village surround-
ing Croft isvital to promote afeeling of
family and fellowshipwhichwasareality
inearlier times. Croftisafamily-oriented
andkid-friendly organization.C.R.O.F.T.
members can be found demon-strating in
events such as the Highland Games,
Scarborough Fair, and the Arizona
Renaissance Festival. Web page http://
www.crofters.org

THE DARK ONES(Dark-wunz)n.1) An
organization formed for the expression and
exploration of various cultural themes
including, but not limited to, the Dark
Ages and the Renaissance through forms
of art including, but not limited to,
painting, drawing, writing, photography,
spoken word, and acts of characterization.
2) amember of thisorganization. 3) Infor-
mation availableat www.darkones.org

DAYSTARHOLT Arizond sfirstand
longest-running Elfquest fan club. Daystar
meetsto talk about EQ and rel ated stuff,
develop characters, publish storiesin our
‘zine Playdlf and create an annual calen-
dar. Other common interestsinclude
music, belly dance, camping and of course,
SF. Membershipisfree (18 or over) andis
attained by group vote after you attend
two meetings or holt-related get-togethers.
Meetings are usually the first Saturday of
each month; for moreinfo, call Tom or
Janiceat (602) 581-2258. They havea
website up at http://members.home.net/
jeanderson/daystarholt.html

THEEMPIREOFCHIVALRY AND
STEEL, INC. TheEmpireof Chivalry and
Steel specializesinthegeneral recreation
of the culture of the Middle Agesinc-
luding al of the Art Forms, Events (Feasts,
Tournaments, Ceremonies and Wars) and
Combat Arts covering the years of 800AD
up to 1650A D and any location within
Europeor itsexplored territories. For more
information contact Bart Smith (Phoenix)
(602)937-6995 or L eonard Bird (Tucson)
(520)742-2432 Web: www.gal andor.org

THE JEDI KNIGHT SMeetingsarethe3rd
Sunday of each month. For moreinforma-
tioncall Carol Alves, Publicity, (760)244-
9593 or write Jedi Knights, c/oJim
Lowerre, 12291 Meade Street, Garden
Grove, CA 92841-3629

LEPRECON, INC. Oneof thetwo Phoenix
area corporations that put on yearly con-
ventions. Best described as SF/F gene-
ralistswith amain thrust into SF/F art.
Guestsarewelcome. The meetingsare
quarterly on the second Saturday of Febr-
uary, May, August & November unless
otherwise notified. August is the annual
meeting where board positions are deter-
mined. For moreinformation, write PO Box
26665, Tempe, AZ 85285; call Mike
Willmoth, 480-945-6890, Email
mwillmoth@compuserve.com
www.lepercon.org

MIB TheMeninBlackistheofficial
organization of field operativesfor Steve
Jackson Games. They attend local con-
ventions to demonstrate and promote
products of Steve Jackson Games. The
also schedule demosin local gaming
stores. If you have a gaming store or
convention that you would like to have
official Steve Jackson Gamesrepresen-
tation at, please contact the MIB Arizona
Cell Leader at M1B.6361@cox.net

ORANGECOUNTY SCIENCEFICTION
CLUB meets last Wednesday of every
month (except Dec.) We frequently have
author guest speakers. You'reall welcome
tocomeif you'reinthearea. Wemeetin
Fullerton, about 5 miles north of Disney-
land. For moredetailsph. Gregat [949]
552-4925 or send amessageto our
listserve OCSF@yahoogroups.com

PAReX isanon-profit, just for fun

organi zation dedicated to the proliferation
of robotics as a hobby. Monthly meetings
will be held and will be announced under
the Meeting Information page, http://
www.parex.org/meetinfo.htm. All interest-
ed persons are invited to participate. We
are currently in the process of getting
organized and becoming an official
organization with tax status. Web page:
http://www.parex.org/ E-mail Contact: John
Kittelsrud, johnkit@teamdroid.com

THEPHOENIXFANTASY FILM SOCI-
ETY A Phoenix based club interest-edin
the entire realm of SF, Fantasy and Horror
film. PFFShasbeenin existencefor 25
years, meeting every 6 weeksinmem-ber’'s

ConNotations

homes. Duesare $10 per year. Mem-
bership includes newsletters, an annual
film awards and various outings. For
information, contact PFFS, P.O. Box 34023,
Phoenix, AZ 85067 or call David Storck at
(602) 274 _7404,e mail: Menzeez@aol .com.

RAGEACROSSTHE SOUTHWEST A
Live Action Theatre Troupe based out of
the ASU campusin Tempe, AZ. Itis
dedicated to the game Werewolf: The
Apocalypse by White Wolf publishing.
Contact MikeMcL aughlinat (602)461-5842
orwrite1730W EmelitaPlace#2025, Mesa
AZ 85202-3144 or warl ok @aztec.asu.edu

RAW GAMES(Radle-players&
Wargamers,Inc.) Role-players&
Wargamers, Inc. isthe Valley’ soldest role-
playing and wargaming club. Currently
meeting at 8159 W. Weldonin Phoenix
every Sunday from 3pm-9pm (except
during conventions and other special
events). Open to new members- call (602)
849-9515. www.rawgames.org

REBEL LEGION-JUNDLANDOUT-
POST The Jundland Outpost is asmall
band of Rebelswhich form apart of the
rapidly growing Rebel Legion.
Whileit'smain focusis Star Wars costum-
ing, much likeit's501st counterpart the
Dune Sea Garrison, the Jundland
Outpost's mission is to brighten up the
lives of children and Star Warsfans of all
ages across the Phoenix Metro area and
eventually other parts of Arizonaaswell.
Members al so make appearances with
other Star Wars organizations as part
of ajoint effort to help with Charitiesand
events around Arizona
If you have an event you would like usto
appear at, please contact us at
azrebellion@cox.net.

SCIENCEFICTIONCONTINUUM The
Science Fiction Continuum: An Independ-
ent Star Trek and Sci-Fi clubin Phoenix,
AZ. The SFCOM isan active club that
participatesin Local Phoenix, and South-
western Star Trek and Sci-Fi conventions
and movies. The SFCOM hasthree
different divisions. The SFCOM itself, a
free group where fun isthe name of the
game. The Deep Space SolarFlare (DSSF)
an active member club in the International
Federation of Treker's(IFT). Thisgroupis
based on DS9 (a space station). And the
IKV Sto-Vo-Kor (Independent Klingon
Vessel). A Klingon Bird of Prey, roaming
the desert looking for battle. Arethe Fed's
too soft, looking for combat, feel the call to
glory. Thisisthe ship for you. Member-
shipinthe SFCOM isfree! Tojoin DSSF
or the Sto-V o-Kor anominal feefor the
national clubsinvolved and uniforms. For
further information contact President John
Nelsonat (602) 409-7169 or ontheinternet
at; BNelson502@aol.com or check out our
web site. http://www.thesfcom.com

SFACE (SpeculativeFiction And Com-
puter Enthusiasts) Phoenix College' s one
and only connection to the worlds of

(cont’d on page 23)
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Club Listi NQJS (Cont’'d from page22)
speculative fiction, including science
fiction, fantasy, and horror aswell astable
top, live action and internet gaming,
SFACE also serves as a guide through the
Internet - both teaching basic use and
utilizing as asource of speculativefiction.
For moreinfo contact Dr Ray Bromley at
bromley.ray@ al.pc.maricopa.edu. The
SFACE Web siteisfound at http://
Www.pc. maricopa.edu/departments/
studentact/organizations/sface/

SHADOWK EEPBBSIntelligent conver-
sation, awesome graphics, stupendous
door games, unworldly filebank, RPG
forums, QWK message system and online
RPG BBS-mode-rated games! Our BBSis
mainly RPG oriented and we offer many
services to GMs and players. No fees
neces-sary for users who post intelligent
messages! $5 in credits to new users. Over
20 conferences and 10 doors to choose
from! Shadowkeep BBS- PCBoard 15.2/M
- USRobotics28.8 Modem. Phoenix, AZ
(602)245-0919; Connect at 2400-28800

THESOCIETY FORCREATIVEANACH-
RONISM Thekingdom of Atenveldt doth
liein the state of Arizona. Withinthefair
kingdom can befound six Baronies:
Atenveldt, Mons Tonitrus, Twin Moons,
SunDragon, Tir Y sgithr and Ered Sul. For
more information on any of these or for
general information on thy past tomorrows
thou mayest contact Mistress Myrddina o
Dolwyddelan (Terry Schwartz) PO Box 584,
SonoitaAZ 85637 (520)455-5835 Email:
myrddinal@aol.comwww.atenveldt.org

THESOUTHWEST COSTUMER'S

GUI LD The Southwest CostumersGuildis
aloose organization of persons interested
inall facetsof historical, cultural, science
fiction, fantasy, and humor costume.
Members are often seen on stage and
behind the scenes at local and regional
Science Fiction Conven-tion masquerades.
They meet on the last Sunday of each
month at various members homesin the
greater Phoenix area. For details. South-
west CostumersGuild, PO Box 39504,
Phoenix, AZ 85609 or Randall Whitlock at
costumers@casfs.org or
www.southwestcostumersguild.org

SPACEACCESSSOCIETY Space
Access Society’s sole purpose is to
promote radically cheaper access to space,
ASAP. Wethink it' s possible within ten
years, with alittleluck and alot of hard
work. Join us and help us make it happen!
SAS membershipis$30for oneyear,
which gets you emailed Space Access
Updates the instant they pass final edit,
plus discounts on our annual confer-ence
on the technology, politics, and busi-ness
of radically cheaper space trans-portation,
featuringleading players inthefield. Email
us at: Space.Access@Space-Access.org
Web page: www.space-access.org/
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SUPERSTITION SPACEMODEL ING
SOCIETY isArizona'sclubfor builders of
model and high_power rockets and those
who love to see them fly. Launches are
held on the second Saturday morning of
each month in Rainbow Valley. SSS hosts
theannua G Harry StineMemorial Rocket
Launch every October. Visit
www.sssrocketry.org for membership
information, directions to the launches and
meetings, and to read the monthly
newsletter, “Newton’s Minutes.”

TARDI SisaPhoenix-based General SF/
Fantasy Fan Club, specidizingin Interna
tional mediaSF/Fantasy since 1983.
TARDIS meetsevery two weeks at
different locations around the valley.
Activitiesinclude watching videos,
discussions, parties, fund-raisers, auc-
tions, games, camping trips and outings.
We also maintain an active presence at
local conventions. TARDIS publishes a
monthly inform-ative news-letter, The
Index File, with anational circulation
whichisincluded with mem-bership.
Annual membershipisjust $12.50. Y ou can
contact us at 2243 W Wagon Whesl Dr,
Phoenix, AZ 85021, VoiceMail at (602)
864-0901, E-mail TARDIS-
Info@primenet.comor visit http://
www.primenet.com/~jgeorge/tardis.html

TEKWAR FAN CL UB Sanctioned by the
series’ production companies and the
USA Network! ItisTHE information
conduit between the fans and the series!
Fan club membership will bring you the
following 1) subscriptionto theinfofilled
Tek Informer newsletter; 2) official TekWar
Fan Club membership card and kit.
Membership isby regular mail only and
the newsdletter and mater-ialswill not be
reproduced electron-ically. Tojointhe
action and initiate your annual member-
ship, make check or money order out for
$12.50to: Official TekWar Fan Club
(Membership section), 2522 N Sparkman
Blvd., TucsonAZ 85716-2417

T.H.E.M.isASU’ssciencefictionand
fantasy club. Weekly meetings are held on
the Arizona State University campus, with
dates and places to be announced after
the semester starts. For moreinformation,
them@themonline.org
www.themonline.org

TUCSONFANALLIANCE E-Mall
Addressis Bkoehler@Juno.com or
DMitchel 1@Juno.com.

USSSTORMBRINGER TheStorm-
bringer is acorrespondence Star Trek fan
club chapter of Starfleet, Intl. based out of
Tucson AZ. The chapter was commis-
sioned asthe USS Stormbringer NCC-
74213, attached to Division 31, Starfleet
Covert Operations, on 10/31/98. Asof 11/
29/98 therewere 32 members. Thereareno
dues other than the $15 for joining Star-
fleet Intl.. Members are scattered world
wide but the primary clustersarein
Tucson, AZ and Plano, TX. They don’t
meet on aregular basis sincethey area

correspondence chapter. Their web siteis:
http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Vault/
9505/ and their contact/CO is Capt. Dave
Pitts, thepitts52@hotmail.com.

Z-PHILESaretheariZonax-PHILES. We
maintain amailing list for newsand get-
togethers of fans of the X-Fileslivingin
Arizona. We get together in both the
Phoenix and Tucson areas. To subscribe,
send an empty message to z-philes-
subscribe@egroups.com

UNITEDFEDERATIONOFPHOENIXA
Phoenix areaStar Trek and general SciFi
fan club. We are asocia club that meets
every two weeks at various locations
around the Phoenix area. The UFP has
been meeting for over 25 years of continu-
ous activity. Dues are $15/per year
prorated when you join; no restrictions.

M embership includes membership roster
and monthly newsl etter. Come to any two
meetings at no obligation. For information,
writetheUFPat PO Box 37224, Phoenix,
AZ 85069, or call Jim Strait at (602) 242-
9203. Web page: http://www.U-F-P.org or
Email toInfo@U-F-P.org

WESTERNSCIENCEFICTIONASSO-
CIATION (WesternSFA) A non-profit
corporation that sponsors the
ConRunners seminars and is sponsoring
the 2004 Westercon. Dedicated primarily
to educational activitiesrelating to
literature, music, and visual and perform-
ing arts, especially in the genres of science
fiction, fantasy, costuming, gaming and
science. Applicantsfor membershipin
WesternSFA must be sponsored by a
current active WesternSFA member. Dues
are$10yearly plusa$s non-refundable
application fee. General Meetingsare held
on thefirst Friday of February, May,
August and November, usualy at the
home of amember. Guestsarewelcome.
For moreinfo contact Craig Dyer at
WesternSFA, PO Box 87457, Phoenix AZ
85082, (602) 973-2341, Email:
craig@westernsfa.org. Webpage:
www.westernsfa.org
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is family
2560 W. Indian School Rd.

JB’s Family
Restaurant
wishes to thank
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for their patronage

over the years.

Our banquet room is
available for large groups.
Call to make reservations!

(602) 264-3608
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www.casfs.org emalil: casfs@casfs.org

What is CASFS?
What is really behind putting on a convention? What the funds raised by a
convention used for? Why not attend a meeting and find out? \We' re the sponsor of
ConNotations, CopperCons, HexaCons, SmerfCons and other conventions. We are
a charitable, non-profit organization that exists to further science fiction, fantasy
and science fields in Arizona. CASFS currently meets at the JB’s Restaurant at
2560 W Indian School Rd in Phoenix (NW corner of I-17 and Indian School). The
meetings begin at 8PM and are held on the last Friday of the month Jan. Through
Sept. And on the second Friday of the month Oct through Dec. Everyoneis invited
to attend two meetings as a guest (non-member). Membership rates are $12/year
plus an initial $3 application fee and rates are pro-rated for the amount of the year
remaining. For more info Call: Stephanie L. Bannon (602)973-2341 Webpage:

ConNotations
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Convention
Listings

Bubonicon 35 (Albuquerque, NM) August
22-24, 2003 Howard Johnsons East.
Guests: Author: CharlesDelL.int, Artist:
TBA, Toastmistress: MelindaM.
Snodgrass Memb: $22 thru May 26. Hotel
Howard Johnson East, 15Hotel CircleNE
(Eubank & 1-40) AlbuquerqueNM
(296)4852 or 800-877-4852 Rates: $55 S/D/
T/QInfo: NM SF Conference, PO Box
37257, AlbuguerqueNM 87179

Copper Con 23 (Phoenix, AZ) Sept 5-7,
2003 Literary oriented SF/F Convention
Embassy SuitesPhoenix North, Phoenix,
ArizonaGuests: Author GoH: Connie
Willis, Artist GoH: David Mattingly;
Music GoH Larry Warner Memb: $30thru
4/30/03, $35thru 8/25/03, $40 at the door
Hotel Rates: Embassy Suites Phoenix
North, 2577 W. Greenway Rd, Phoenix, AZ
(602) 375-1777.Rooms. $79S/D, $89 T, $99
Q (plustax) Info: CopperCon 23, PO Box
62613, Phoenix, AZ 85082, Phone(480)
423-0649, Email: cucon@casfs.org;
Website: www.casfs.org

Conjecture2003 (San Diego, CA) Oct 3-
5, 2003 DoubleTree Mission Valley Hotel,
SanDiego CA. GoH: Robert Charles
Wilson Memb: TBA Info: ConJecture, Box
927388, SanDiego CA 92192 email:
info@conjecture.orgwebsite:
WWW.conjecture.org

ConRunners6 (Phoenix AZ) October 4,
2003 Room 3005 at the Embassy Suites
Phoenix North, 2577 W. Greenway Rd,
Phoenix, AZ (602) 375-1777. A day long
seminar on fan-run sciencefiction
conventions. Are there things you would
liketo see at local conventions? Have you
ever wondered what goes on behind the
scenes in planning a convention? Then
thisisthe place for you! Come, let your
ideas be heard and pick up sometipsfrom
others. Registration opens at 8:30AM. Our
Morning Session will be from 9AM to
1PM Topic Chair’ sDuties, Lunch Break
1PM-2PM and Afternoon Session 2PM to
4PM: PickingaTheme4PM-6PM Post
CopperCon 23 discussion. Wewill provide

soda, coffee, teaand light munchies
Membership: $15 For moreinfo:
ConRunners, PO Box 67457, Phoenix AZ
850820r call 602-973-2341
ConRunners@westernsfa.org
www.westernsfa.org

TusCon xXx (30) (Tucson, AZ) Nov 14-
16, 2003 at the InnSuites Hotel, GOH:
YvonneNavarro, Musical GOHs: Maya
and Jeff Bohnhoff. Memberships: $40 until
Sept 6, 2003, and $45 after that and at the
door. Children (ages3-12) are 1/2 current
adult rates. Hotel: InnSuitesHotel, 475
North Granada, Tucson AZ 85701 Per
night ratesare $69 (studio room) or $79 (2-
roomsuite). Reservations. 1-877-446-6589,
Fax: 520-623-8922, L ocal: 520-622-3000
Info: TusCon, PO Box 2528, TucsonAZ
85702-2528 or at basfa@earthlink.net.
Web: http://home.earthlink.net/~basfal

L oscon 30 (Burbank CA) November 28-30,
2003 Burbank Hilton and Convention
Center Writer Guest: Fred Saberhagen;
Artist Guest: Teddy Harvia; Fan Guest:
Jack L. Chalker. Membership: $35thru7/
31/03 Hotel Rates: Burbank Hilton, 2500
Hollywood Way, Burbank CA (818)843-
6000 Rooms: $98 S/D/T/Q Suite $118 S/D/
T/Q. Info: Loscon 11513 Burbank Blvd.,
North Hollywood, CA 91601 Phone: (818)
760-9234[LASFSClub-house; leave
messageE-mail:

L oscon30.info@loscon.org Web: http://
www.lascon.org/l oscon/30/index.html

DarkCon 2004 (Phoenix, AZ) Jan 9-11,
2004 Winter Gaming & SF/F Convention
Embassy SuitesPhoenix North, Phoenix,
AZ Memb: $20 Hotel Rates: Embassy
SuitesPhoenix North, 2577 W. Greenway
Rd, Phoenix, AZ (602) 375-1777. Rooms:
$79S/D, $89T, $99Q (plustax) Info: (623)
435-9700; website: www.darkones.org
Email: darkcon@darkones.org;

Gallifrey One sFifteen Minutesof Fame
(LosAngeles, CA) Feb 13-16, 2004 The
Airtel PlazaHotel, LosAngeles, CA
Guests: Colin Baker, Peter Davison + many
moreMemb: $30thru 5/31/03, $35thru 8/
31/03, $40thru 11/30/03, $45thru 1/31/04
and $50 at thedoor. Info: Gallifrey

i_ Generic Convention Regestration Form
I
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I (See calendar for mailing address)
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Conventions, Post OfficeBox 3021, North
Hollywood, CA 91609 Email:
info@gallifreyone.com

World Horror Convention 2004, (Phoenix
AZ) April 8-11, 2004 Embassy Suites
Phoenix North, Phoenix, AZ Guests: Editor
Guest of Honour: Stephen Jones; Toast-
master: David Morrell; More ToBe
Announced Memberships: $100 thru 3/31/
03, $110 after Hotel Rates: $88 S/ID/T/Q
(plustax); Embassy Suites Phoenix North,
2577 W. Greenway Rd, Phoenix, AZ (602)
375-1777 Info: World Horror 2004, c/o
LepreCon, Inc. POBox 26665, TempeAZ
85285; (480) 945-6890; e-mail:

whc2004@l eprecon.org; website:
www.leprecon.org/whc2004

L epreCon 30 (Phoenix AZ) M ay 7-9, 2004
Sheraton Crescent Hotel, Phoenix, AZ
Science Fiction and Fantasy Convention
with an emphasison Art Artist GoH:
Donato Giancola; Local Artist GoH:
Sylvana Anderson; Other Guests TBA
Sheraton Crescent Hotel, 2620 W. Dunlap
Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85021 Room Rates: $79
S/D, $99T/Q+tax 602-943-8200 or 800-423-
4126 Membershipsare $25 through 8/30/
03, $30thru12/31/03; Kids7-12 half price,
Kids6 & Under Free(with Adult member-
ship) Write: LepreCon 30, PO Box 26665,
Tempe, AZ 85285, Phone: (480) 945-6890
,Email: lep30@Ieprecon.org Web: http://
www.leprecon.org/lep30

ConKopelli, Westercon 57 (Litchfield
Park, AZ) July 2-5, 2004 Wigwam Resort,
Litchfield Park, AZ Guests: Author GoH:
C.J. Cherryh; Artist GoH: David Cherry;
Music GoH: Heather Alexander ; Fan GoH:
JohnHertz Info: Arizonain 2004 PO Box
67457 Phoenix, AZ 85082 Email:
info@conkopelli.org Web: http://
www.conkopelli.org

HexaCon 14 (TempeAZ) July 29*-Aug1,
2004 Tempe Mission Palms, Tempe, AZ,
Gaming starts on Friday and runs 24 hours
until Sunday 4PM. Eventsinclude RPGA,
LARP, LAN Party, CCG, Battletechand
much more. Also Animeand afull
consuite. * THURSDAY EVENT Sfor pre-
registered membersonly include Barry
Bard’sMovie Previews and Giveaways
Memb: $15until 12/31/2003, Hotel: info:
TempeMission Palms, Tempe, AZ (800)
547-8705 Room Rates: $85 S/D/T/Q, Info:
www.hexacon.orgor 602-973-2341

World Fantasy Convention 2004 (Tempe,
AZ) Oct 28-31, 2004, Tempe Mission
Palms, Tempe, AZ Guests: To Be An-
nounced Memberships: $100 thru 5/30/03,
$110after Hotel Rates: $155 S/D/T/Q (plus
tax); TempeMission Palms, Tempe, AZ
(800) 547-8705Info: World Fantasy 2004,
c/oLepreCon, Inc. PO Box 26665, Tempe
AZ 85285; (480) 945-6890; e-mail:
wfc2004@leprecon.org; website:
www.leprecon.org/wfc2004

ConNotations

Musty Tomes

When HarlieWasOne
By David Gerrold
Ballatine Books, Inc., 247 pp
Outof print

| think this book rightly belongsin the
category of cyberpunk. H.A.R.L.1.E.isa
Human Analog Robot Life Input
Equivalents computer. He isthe computer
that can think and learn; therefore, the
author argues, he is essentially human.
Our hero, David Auberson, isHARLIE's
psychologist. David is forced by the
corporation that built and ownsHARLIE
to justify the expense of continuing the
project. In other words, the bookkeepers
want tokill HARLIE. David challenges
HARLIEto devise aprofitablereason for
his continued existence. HARLIE gives
them G.O.D., aGraphic Omniscient Device.
This computer would be able to answer al
questions. ALL questions, including the
one about our existence.

The author presents a clever story
where you have to determinewho is
second-guessing who - the scientists or
HARLIE. HARLIEismuchmorethanthe
scientists know, which is very insulting to
the scientists since everything HARLIE is
and can do was programmed by the
researchers. Gerrold doesn't give his
scientists much intelligence when their
creation can do things that take them by
surprise. Past that, the fundamental
question is, | think, whether we should do
athing just because we can. Should we
build a computer that can answer all our
questions? What would that do to us?
Gerrold glosses over that question,
preferring instead, to focus on the miracle
of HARLIE' sawareness.

| enjoyed this story, despite how dated
the technology and references were. In
fact, it was amusing to read while
considering where the technology wasin
1972; at times, prophetic. It won aNebula
for Best Novel in1972. - CatherineBook
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