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Confabulation :

Read Me |
This is Read Me, the publication that tells you everything you really need to know to have a
good time at Confabulation. Please read it before asking any of us any questions. We know
this is a futile request, but we keep saying it anyway. Hang on to this; if you do lose it,
replacements are available for 50p from registration.

The information in Read Me was correct when we went to press, but inevitably there will be
some changes, watch the newsletter for these.

If, after reading this, you have any queries, ask at Ops. The Ops room is on the seccnd floor,
follow the signs.

The convention is happening in the Britannia's conference facilities. There will be
non-convention members in the hotel atall times, and we would ask you to be considerate
when in the public areas of the hotel (the ground floor and basement).

 
 

Badges Day memberships
Please wear your membership badge at a// Are valid until 10am on the day after issue.
times. If you lose it, see Ops. We reserve the
right not to replace lost badges; a charge for P ofits
replacement will be made.

Confabulation is a non-profit making organi-
sation, Any profit remaining after the bar

Posters closes on Monday night will be distibuted to
These may be affixed to walls and doors, in a variety of fannish and/or charitable good
the convention area only, using blutac only. causes. These will include the RNIB Talking  Absolutely no sellotape. Books.

Emergencies Confabulation glasses
In the event of an emergency, contact the If you break your Drink Me, a replacement
Ops room. will be £2, subject to availability, Surplus

glasses (if any) will be sold on Monday
afternoon at the same price.

Awards :
There will be ballot boxes for the BSFA
awards and the Doc Weir award on registra- Dealers’ Room
tion. Don't forget to vote. Friday 2pm to 6pm

Saturday 10am to 6pm
Sunday 10am to 6pm

Con Desks Monday 10am to 2pm
Will be in the Royal Lounge; if you need one

see Ops. Note that these cannot be secured. Please note that you cannot take food or
drinks into the dealers’ room unless you are a
dealer.
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Registration Hotel problems
Friday 10:00 - 20:00 If you have any unresolvable problems with

Saturday 10:00 - 16:00 the hotel, contact Ops, who will contact our

Sunday 10:00 - 14:00 hotel liaison team for you.

Monday 10:00 - 12:00

Hotelfood and drink
Convention food will be served at the follow-

ing times and places

Thursday
7-10pm opposite the bar

Friday/Saturday
12-3pm . in Jenny's

6-10pm opposite the bar

Sunday .
12-3pm opposite the bar

6-10pm opposite the bar

Monday
12-3pm in Jenny's

6-9pm opposite the bar

The Overstuffed Pizza serves pizza and

pasta; everything is cooked to order so there

may be a delay at busy times. It's open 12

noon to 11pm, excepttill lam on Friday and

Saturday.

Jenny's does a carvery ata setprice. It's open

6:30 to 10pm, and for Sunday lunch.

Cromptons does posh French food, 7 to

10pm,not on Sunday.

Art Show
Friday 2pm to 6pm

Saturday 10am to 6pm

Sunday 10am to 2pm

Please note that the art show will close two

hours before the art auction, and will not

reopen (as many of the pictures will have

been sold). No smoking, food, drinks or

photographyare allowedin the art show.

General note
The hotel requires either payment in advance

or a credit card impression. This is a require-

mentof the chain and we can’t do anything

about it. This does not preclude giving an

impression and then settling with cash or

cheque at the end of the convention. Check

out is 12 noon.

Breakfast
will be served in Jenny's Restaurant from 7am

till 10:30am daily. The hotel has a computer-

ised system for checking room numbers. If

you don't have a room then breakfast can be

purchasedat the restaurant.

Corkage
Corkage rates are available; if you wish to

bring food and drink in from outside please

see Opsto arrangethis.

Heavy handed warning
Hotels make money by selling accommoda-

tion, food and drink. Please do not attempt to

bypass this procedure or enter into competi-

tion with them. The convention will not

support you in the event you get caught.

Health Club
If you are staying in the hotel, or are with

someone whois staying in the hotel, you can

use the health club and swimming pool for a

charge of £2.50 per day.
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Newsletter
The newsletter will be produced by Alasdair

Hepburn and Allison Ewing, with assistance

from Calum. It should contain programme
changes and important information, but will

actually have dubious gossip and entirely too

many footnotes. Submissions for the newslet-

ter should be dropped off at Ops.

Book Auction
If you have books to be auctioned, please

give them to Ops, labelled clearly with the

name of the seller, and where the money

should go; the seller, good cause (eg RNIB,

TAFF, GUFF) or elsewhere. The con will

take a 10% commission for non-charity items.

Masquerade
If you wish to take part in the Masquerade,

please tell Ops, and draw attention to any

special technical requirements. Please attend

the rehearsal on Sunday morning.

Smoking
Westrongly discourage smoking in the pro-

grammehalls. Participants may smoke. Non-

participants who simply must have a ciga-

rette should go to the marked area at the

back. In workshops andfilk sessions smoking

is at the discretion of the organiser. Thereis

no smoking in the art show, and no smoking

in the dealers’ room unless you are a dealer.

Half of the Royal Lounge is smoking; look

for the signs. We cannot actually allow

smoking at the bar area as it is a thorough-

fare. Smoking is permitted in the public areas

of the hotel (ground floor and basement)

subject to the hotel’s own restrictions.

Callfor gophers
All conventions use a vast army of unpaid

help. No experience necessary; come along

to the Ops room and discover the wacky

world of gophering.

Weapons Policy
No real weapons under any circumstances.

Norealistic replica weapons except as part of

a masquerade costume. Noprojectile weap-
ons of any kind.

The committee may confiscate anything, for

any reason, at any time.

Workshops
‘Anybody who talks about workshops who

isn't involved in light engineering is a pillock’

—Alexei Sayle.

Confabulation has an extensive workshop

programme.

Sewing Room
This is a workshop with a sewing machine

suitable for costuming and similar pursuits;

look out on the programmefor things going
on here. It will be on the 12th floor; follow

the signs.

Games Room

Confabulation has a games room, organised

by Bill Ray. It will also be on the 12th floor.

The Convention Bar
The convention baris onthefirst floor in the

central area. This is the only bar which has

real ale and the only bar with our discounted

prices for drinks. We have a limited amount

of real ale available, as the hotel doesn’t

normally sell it; when it runs out, there will

not be any more. The hotel reserves the right

to use its own glasses.

There are bars on the ground floor of the

hotel which will be open to the public; these

will be selling at normal hotel prices. The

convention bar will stay open as long as there

are people buying drinks. Sandwiches, hot
drinks and ice creams will be available when-

everthe bar is open.
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Fating out
Contrary to rumour, there are a number of

restaurants and pubs near the hotel which will

be open over Easter. We rely on the conven-

tion membership to put reviews in the newslet-

ter, but Prides on Marsh Wall has a good

reputation, and the various Friends Chinese
restaurants in Limehousearereliable.

Supermarkets
The most accessible supermarket to the con-

vention is the Isle of Dogs Asda at 151 East

Ferry Road. Buses going past the hotel in the

direction of South Quay almostall end up at
the supermarket. Opening hours are as fol-
lows:

Mon-Thurs 9-8

Friday 9-9

Saturday 8.30-8

Sunday 10-4

There is also a Tesco Metro in the Cabot

Square shopping Centre under Canary Wharf.

This will only be open on Friday and Saturday.

Chemists
The nearest chemists are at Asda (see above)

and Canary Wharf (closed Sunday and Mon-

day)

Cashpoints
There is a Nat West opposite the hotel and

Abbey/Midiand cash machines in South

Quay. A little further east, there is a Lloyds

cashpoint at Harbour Exchange.Thereare also

some cashpoints at Asda (see above).

In the basement of the Cabot Square (Canary

Wharf) shopping complex are Lloyds, Nat-

West, Nationwide and Co-Op cash machines

which should be accessible throughout the

Easter period.

Chocolate Shop
There is a branch of Maxwell and Kennedy

in Cabot Square shopping centre which will
be open on Friday and Saturday.

Churches
There are the following churchesin the area:

C of E - Christ and St Johns, Manchester
Road (0171-987-1915)

Roman Catholic - St Edmunds, Westferry
Road (0171-987-4114)

Methodist - St Georges, Cable Street

(017 1-790-4085)

Newsagents
Try either Asda (see above) or Canary Wharf.

Phoneday
Just a reminderthat over Easterall (or almost
all) the telephone numbers in the UK will be
changing.

DER
Despite absolutely categorical assurances
from the Docklands Development Corpora-

tion that the Docklands Light Railway would
be running over Easter... the DLR stops
running at about midnight on Thursday and

doesn't start again until Tuesday. Please
direct all flames, insults and brickbats in the
direction of the DDC.:

The replacement bus service (D8/D9) will be
running throughout Easter and stops right
outside the hotel.

Morris dancing
We're hoping to arrange a performance from
Liberty Morris (the world's only biker Morris

team) around lunchtime on Saturday. Please
see the newsletter for more details.
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Whatto do in

Docklands
Some think Boudicca had the right idea

whenshetook a day trip to London in 61AD

(razing it to the ground). I hope this guide
will encourage Confabulation members to
take a more relaxed approach.

Don’t be paranoid, but do
be caveful

Bythe lights of many world capitals, London

is dead safe. Crime rates in Docklands are

low. But it never hurts to avoid unnecessary

risk. City-dwellers will know the drill:

¢ don’t travel through run-downareasif

you can helpit

¢ make appropriate use of public transport

* use mapsto avoid getting lost, but try not

to make a display of map-reading

¢ in fact, try not to make any obvious ‘I am

a tourist’ display

¢ travel in company whenever you can

All the above are much more important

during the hours of darkness.

In and around the

Convention

Why make a special effort when you can do

perfectly well just attending the con? From

the comfort of the Royal Lounge gaze up at
One Canada Square, the towering form many

people think is Canary Wharf. Upperfloors of

the hotel command panoramic views of the

Isle of Dogs, ideological heart of Docklands.

You can also absorb the Docklands ambience

travelling to and from the con.

You may howeverfeel the need to escape for

a while. My favourite options would be

pottering about near the hotel, or going to

14

Greenwich or Shad Thames. This guide de-

tails a few points of interest, generally acces-

sible by DLR replacement buses and/or a

little shoe leather. More ideas are available

from the London Docklands Visitor Centre in

Limeharbour, which is open daily.

The Isle ofDogs

In the immediate vicinity of the International

are someofthe crassest buildings in London.

Also some of the architectural highlights.

Nearby you can experience:

¢ The Cesar Pelli Tower, on Canary Wharf,

the tallest building in the UK, second in

Europe

¢ Cascades, on Westferry Road, almost

directly west of the con hotel

¢ the Storm Water Pumping Station, at the

easternmost end of Marsh Wall

¢ the Central Enterprise Zone. As you walk

among the high-tech sheds, you may

decide that you have encountered an

alien habitat, with non-human design

values. You mayberight.

Personally, I find ‘the zone’ quite pleasant on

a sunny day. Also the residential and shop-

ping developments across Millwall Dock.

The run-down areas directly south of the con

hotel are less edifying. Don’t be paranoid, but

do becareful...

The East End

Not normally thought of as a tourist destina-

tion, the East End hasits attractions. Bits are

rather rundown. Bestreetwise after dark. If

eating out in the evening, you may want to

take a taxi home.

Limehouse

London’s original Chinatown, considered

dangerous and exotic at the turn of the

century (indeed, Dorian Gray bought his

opium here). Subjected to airborne architec-

tural reform during the 1940’s, little of the
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oriental character survives. A number of
(mostly good) Cantonese restaurants remain.

Some fans may have read work by slipstream
author Peter Ackroyd. In Hawksmoor, he
makes dark conjectures aboutthis builder of
bold and bizarre churches. St Annes Lime-
house is one of six Hawksmoor churches in
East London, and is notable for the pyramid

in the churchyard, inscribed with masonic
symbols. Perhaps not worth a special visit, but
ifyou are passing by then worth a look.

Wapping
Gaze at Fortress Wapping, London outpost of
News International, as you take the bus back
to the City. Nearby, St George in the East is
another Hawksmoor creation: damaged inthe
war, a tiny modern church now nestles within.

Whitechapel

You may not have heard of the Whitechapel
murders, but you will have heard of Jack the
Ripper.

You can opt for Ripper guided tours ind
theme pub memorabilia, but alternative attrac-
tions include:

* Bloom’s, a noted kosher restaurant

* Brick Lane, heart of the Bengali
community, with numerous Indian
restaurants, some of which are very good
indeed. There is also a Sunday marketof
long standing (till 2pm).

Spitalfields

Petticoat Lane has been London’s mostfa-
mous Sunday market for more than two
hundred years. Renamed Middlesex Street in
the 1830s to avoid the mention of ladies’

underwear, it sells a lot more than just

petticoats.

In and on the borders ofthe
City
Attractions include:

St Katherine’s Dock: marina and shopping

complex. A prototype Docklands develop-
ment dating from the 70s. Sympathetic con-
version of Victorian warehouses balanced by
ugly new building.

The Tower of London Read about this
well-preserved medieval fortress in a guide
book. Some other time. I would only recom-
mend visiting this tourist honeypot on a rainy
winter’s day in the middle ofa tube strike.

You can walk across Tower Bridge for free;
On the south side you might go east to visit
Shad Thames/Butler’s Wharf a relatively
sensitive warehouse conversion. The genuine
Dickensian atmosphere became the backdrop
for the filming of The Elephant Man. Very
muchthe best of the bunch.

The other side ofthe
Thames

Greenwich

During the day, the Greenwich Foot Tunnel
offers easy access to one of London’s most
pleasant areas. Historie attractions, good
places to eat, interesting shopping and a
measure of rural charm. After 10:30 pm they
turn the lifts off in the foot tunnel and stop
manning it. Deep stairs and lonely tunnels
aren’t my idea of fun, and you may wish to
take a taxi if you’re returning late at night
(£££). Public transport back is slightly fiddly.

Woolwich

The principal attraction for fans will be The
Thames Barrier, mentioned in a novel by a
Guest of Honour near you. Otherwise, Wool-
wich is pleasant enough but not worth a
special trip.
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