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The storm-lashed sea pounded the shore, wind blasted the lonely keep, and thuder rattled the
windows in their frames.
Was this really the end?
Only the Ten Invisible Masters knew for sure...

Illumination

The 1992 British National Science Fiction Convention
17-20 April 1992 at the Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool

Progress Report 5: "Grummet"

Easter 1993

And there was Lightl

Chairman's Announcements

Oh We Did Like To Be Beside The Sea-Side...

Hello, good evening and, for the very last time, welcome to this Illumination Progress
Report. What you are reading is our final post-con presentation, a collection of remi-
niscences that should bring back happy memories for those of you who attended, and
thoroughly irritate those of you who didn’t. And this article, in particular, is where the
chairman is allowed to give you his own highly biased opinion on the subject, coinci-
dentally filling up the front page and introducing the whole shebang.

In fact, the committee of any convention is in a peculiarly bad position to tell how it
went. They (we) are the ones who have to attend to the details of how the con s run-
ning pretty much the whole time, heads buried in the minutiae of the organisation with
no chance to step back and see the con as a whole. The old saw is true; con committees
really do organise the con that they want to go to, and then don’t get to see any of it.
Still, I have a publications officer to keep happy, so I'd better give you some idea of
what the committee, or at least the chairman, saw of the con.

My convention, like the rest of the committees’, started on Wednesday, slowly and
carefully driving an overloaded car up to Blackpool, then stuffing bags and member-
ship packs into the small hours. Then getting up the following morning, with the panic
starting to rise, and shuffling bits of the hotel around until they were in the right place.
And stuffing more bags. And opening registration. And panicking.

Sometime in the night I broke through the panic barrier, and actually started to enjoy
myself. I think this was when [ was given the chairmaniacal wallyphone (ahhhh) and
allowed to play. I relaxed; the safety net of operations was up and running, so I could
start to enjoy things. Also Chris Bell hugged me every time she saw me, which cer-
tainly helped; future chairmen take note!



As1said, I didn’t get to see much of the
con, except for the bits that I was on. 1
did, however, get to wander up and dovin
the hotel a lot, and everyone certainly
seemed to be enjoying themselves. The
bars, all of them, were well packed, and
despite being taken by surprise (why oh
why do hotels never believe how much
we drink?), the Norbreck staff managed to
get a big enough supply in that they never
ran out more than momentarily. The
dealers also seemed happy, although they
only occupied about a third of the huge
Norcalymia room. Much to my surprise
they liked having the bar open in there. I
had thought that they would have been
nervous about having spillable alcohol so
near their stock, but no. The art show too
seemed to be well attended, although I
never had time to take a good look. It
needed better lighting than we had, un-
fortunately, something that we'll have to
take in to account for future occasions.

My memories of Illumination are but
isolated moments scattered across a beery
backdrop, the Jewel in the Pint as it were.
Things like the fireworks display, to-
gether with racing fire engines, trams and
Dermot and co’s subtle method of deter-
mining which cars had alarms in them;
Bernie Evan’s face on being told the Guin-
ness was back on; Colin Jack’s infectious
enthusiasm; Jack Cohen'’s chaise-longue
approach to workshops; Chris Bell’s late
night debauch; John Bray eating a ribbon
to keep it from Alison; and for some
strange reason, the taste of diet coke at
3am.

I really must take this last opportunity to
thank my committee, without whom
IHumination couldn’t have happened;
Alice and Steve Lawson, David Cooper,
Nick Mills, Dave Clements, Amanda
Baker, Ivan Towlson, John Bray and Arne
Page. Thanks also to Guests of Honour
Paul McAuley, Geoff Ryman and Pam
Wells, without whom it wouldn’t have
been half as much fun; to everyone who

helped out, from department heads to
gophers; and to everyone who came. It
would have been terribly boring without
you all.

Rhodri James

Lost Property

Some people did manage to lose things at
the convention which were later found by
hotel or convention staff. Those items that
were not claimed at the convention are
still residing at Rhodri's house. He would
like people who lost things at the conven-
tion to contact him as soon as possible, as
he can only keep the lost property box for
so long. Items not claimed within two
months of PR 5's publication will be do-
nated to charity.

Please contact Rhodri at:

25 Wycliffe Road
Cambridge.

Thanks!

INIlumination Wins!

The Hlumination Fireworks, run by Arma-
geddon Engineering, won the 1993 Easter-
con Award for dramatic presentation.
This award was announced at the 1993
Eastercon, Helicon, and was voted on by
members of that convention.

We'd like to congratulate Armageddon for
this well deserved prize, and look for-
ward to their next pyrotechnic extrava-
ganza!

Dave Clements




INlumination Accounts Summary

Income:
Memberships  17467.00 Profit to be distributed = 1837.23
Interest 322.23 less costs of PR5
Book Room 1290.00
Adverts 340.00 Profits to be distributed to Friends of
Book Auction 65.01 Foundation TAFF GUFF Books for the
Art Auction 405.30 Blind
Sales/Misc. 1041.27
Dave Cooper
Expenditure:
Publicity 1260.44 Imp ortant Note
Publications 1677.42
Administration 1033.18 [llumination will be closing its books and
Insurance 475.00 dispersing its remaining funds to our
Bank Charges 43.90 Charities before very long. If you still
Postage 482.19 have claims to make from Illumination for
Phone 512.36 costs incurred in the running of the con-
Badges 257.81 vention, we need the as soon as possible
Films 432.91 or we may not have the money to pay
Disco 94.00 you.
Parties 300.00
Cttee Expences 1375.06 Send in your claims NOW to the conven-
Hotel 1371.29 tion address:
Guests 2137.58
Drinks 1459.69 ’ 5
v i [Ilumination
Creche 56.00 379 Myrtle Road
Gratuities 500.00 Sheffield
Equipment 3293.27 52 3HQ
Transport 267.60
Fireworks 1200.00 Martin Hoare, this means you!
Newsletter 149.00

Charity (Baby Care Unit) 500.00

Total 19093.56
" On Deposiﬁ 1833.76
Petty Cash 347
Total 1837.23
. Expenditure 19093.58

j Grand Total 20930.81




Impressions of [llumination

Blackpool is a very particular kind of
town. Slightly down-at-heel, but relent-
lessly friendly. Full of the same food and
the same standard of service at the same
type of restaurant one hundred times
over. This is what the regular holiday-
makers want: this is why they come back
year after year. But woe betide anyone
who turns up before Good Friday, for
then the entire town is shut.

I arrive on the Wednesday night, full of
hopes for two days of English seaside
chips-and-candy-floss, kiss-me-quick fun
before the duties of [llumination took me
in their grip. I got to the Pleasure Beach
by seven that night. It was closed indeed
a taunting image of hundreds of amuse-
ment booths, their welcoming facades
belying the bars and padlocks at the exte-
rior. The wind gushed and gusted, steal-
ing my words the moment they left my
mouth; I sought solace in a hamburger. It
was burnt, and stale.

Not a very positive introduction to the
town in which I planned to hang my hat
for the next eight days, but after such a
ropy start things could only improve.
Thankfully for us all, improvement duly
ensued.

The Norbreck Castle is an ideal venue for
a convention of around a thousand peo-
ple. I remember visiting it with the com-
mittee a couple of months before Illumi-
nation, and being impressed with its size
and layout. I commented then that any
Eastercon to fail in a hotel such as this
would have to be run by a determinedly
inept committee, and I think that turned
out to be an accurate prediction. Far form
‘determinedly inept’, the Illumination
committee were enthusiastically eager,
but not always - er - administratively
correct. The convention seemed to lead a

charmed life: they got away with howlers
that certain duller and more experienced
conrunners would have undoubtedly
been lynched for, but nobody seemed to
mind.

There is a lot to be said for enthusiasm.
Certainly I felt ‘properly honoured’, a
situation which is not always the case
with fan guests. My Guest of Honour
Interview was ably conducted by Anne
Page, and both this and my other guest
slot, in which I read excerpts from some
of fanzines, were scheduled at prime time
in the main programme hall. In all, I
appearing on programming in most of the
different function rooms, including one
workshop. This gave me a feeling of being
part of the fabric of the convention, of
really belonging there. I got to meet sev-
eral different Green Room shifts, and to
wonder if this was a job I would enjoy
doing at some other con. People said ‘hi’
to me a lot, and 1 had a number of enjoy-
able conversations with people [ hadn’t
known before.

Perhaps the most memorable new person
I met was a guy called Martin Stewart,
and I say this largely because I met him at
a London Wellington meeting after the
convention, so he’s not so jumbled up
amongst my bustling memories of lllumi-
nation itself. He came over to talk to me
because he’d been to my Guest of Honour
item and wanted to find out more about
doing fanzines. Wow! A convert!! [ gave
him some names and addresses of fanzine
editors to contact, and wait with bated
breath in daily anticipation of his own
first fanzine. It’s wonderful to come across
such tangible evidence that people have
listened to you and want to do something
as a result, and it's almost immaterial
whether they actually end up doing it or
not.

Post
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Perhaps it’s odd for someone who’s been
a fan Guest of Honour to raise this, but
being honoured at Illumination put me in
an ideal position to see how high a profile
fan guests have a national convention. As
Isaid, the committee ‘treated me right’
every step of the way, but when you sit at
a workshop and just one participant
shows up, or on the stage for a panel
where the participants outnumber the
audience, or prepare to be introduced as a
Guest of Honour in front of a handful of
people, it makes me wonder how much
the rank and file convention attendees
want to have a fan Guest of Honour at
their convention.

[ ask this question to see whether it is an
issue of importance to convention mem-
bers in general; I'm not complaining
about the small audiences - honest! In
many ways it’s easier to talk to fewer
people, because you recognise many of
the faces, and you’ve got a pretty good
idea that those who do turn up have a real
interest in being there. I have gone on
record as saying that [ prefer small con-
ventions (50 - 300 people) to large ones,
and partly thanks to my small audiences
Illumination felt more like a small con-
vention to me. This is high praise, believe
it or not.

To put it bluntly, I would like all conven-
tion committees to think seriously about
whether they which to honour a fan guest
in this way, and if so, to be clear about the
particular reasons why (that is why hon-
our a fan at all, as well as why honour
that fan in particular).

I'have no doubt that [Hlumination knew
why they wanted me for their fan guest:
they used me well in their programming,
and their outlook was one which matched
my own profile over the years and com-
plemented my various areas of involve-
ment in fandom. I am less sure if they
knew why they wanted to honour a fan at
all, and suspect this was probably because

conventions before them had one so and
they wanted to maintain the tradition.

The convention’s four days pass in a blur:

I work, eat, sleep, have fun hour on hour

without taking the time to savour each

experience separately. By Monday night

am in that strange mental state combining

stress and elation, fatigue and triumph. I

survived! I behave like a wild prima-
donna, unable to calm myself down or to i
wind down unaided.

Tuesday and Wednesday are for holiday-
ing and returning to normal. The trams,
Fleetwood and Cleveleys, shopping and
wandering, pace slowing and fame pass-
ing. The leisurely tram ride from
Fleetwood wood to the Pleasure Beach
ends the week more auspiciously than it
began, whirling on rides and munching
on hot doughnuts; that heady feeling
between sheer exhilaration and not quite
being violently sick.

Blackpool is truly open now.

Pam Wells: Fan Guest of Honour

Editorial

Conventions live and die by their publica-
tions. This is not always apparent, but
they are the only real face of a convention
for most of its members until it actually
takes place, and by then its too late. I hope
these PRs have been part of what made
[llumination a success.

Running the publications has been a
strange experience. I'm much more used
to writing for other poeple rather than
getting them to write for me, and this has
led to deadline problems. Its been mostly
enjoyable, but the high point has always
been seeing what marvellous new art
Colin has done for us. I'll see you all at a
Con sometime!

Dave Clements




IIluminated Aliens

[This article originally appeared in the maga-
zine of the CONTACT organisation which
arranges an annual meeting simulating first
contact with aliens. We thank Martin Fogg for
allowing us to reprint it here]

The staging of an ‘Alien Design Work-
shop’ at Illumination came at the instiga-
tion of CONTACT member John Bray, the
convention’s science coordinator. My role
was to report to John how the Americans
go about designing their aliens with nine
years experience behind them and also t
give a talk about my own CONTACT
experiences to an Illumination audience.
Because all the organising had to be dore
at the last minute and because our effort
was strictly a trial run, it was decided not
to adopt the standard CONTACT frame-
work. The duration of the workshop,
which had to compete with many other
activities, was just three hours, as opposed
to three days, and the work of alien de-
sign teams was not cloaked in secrecy
until a final role-played climax. We may
attempt to stage a full fledged emulation
of CONTACT at a future Eastercon .

We were very fortunate to have a magnifi-
cent panel of experts who gave a series of
introductory talks before the practical
work started and who were on hand to
give advice as the design process un-
folded. Reproductive biologist Jack Cohen
started the ball rolling with a hilarious
talk, illustrated by slides from his cartoon
collection, about the evolutionary pitfalls
of designing aliens, in particular those of
the humanoid variety. Many of you will
have heard of Jack, especially if you hap-
pen to have been in the same room as him
for more than about a nanosecond! He
helps science fiction writers design ‘scien-
tifically correct’ aliens as a hobby. Someof
his past co-creations have been the Yilrane
from Harry Harrison’s West of Eden

series; the Phagors from Brian Aldiss’
Helliconia series and the Grendels from
Niven, Pournelle and Barnes’ The legacy
of Heorot. Jack seemed particularly ex-
cited about the new aliens to be revealed
soon in a second Heorot book, but was
very guarded and mysterious about what
was so special about them.

Our second speaker was the internation-
ally known palaeontologist and science
writer Dougal Dixon. Dougal first gained
recognition in 1982 with the publication of
his book After Man in which was pre-
sented a hypothetical zoology of the
Earth, fifty million years into the future. It
remains to this day an unequalled master-
piece, combining attention to detail with
magnificent illustration and scientific and
aesthetic plausibility. His later evolution-
ary thought experiments have been the
books The New Dinosaurs, in which he
speculated over how dinosaurs might
have looked today had the asteroid
missed 65 million years ago, and the
bizarre, and overtly science fictional, Man
After Man. His talk, for me at least, was
the best at the whole convention. Even
Jack Cohen appeared completely stunned
as Dougal took us through a slide show of
some extra-terrestrial life-forms he had
been working on some years before. They
were by far and away the most impressive
aliens I have ever seen, having been
evolved in Dougal’s mind from starfish-
like ancestors. Although some possibili-
ties in nature can be proved by math-
ematically defined laws of science, others
cannot and to make a judgement one still
uses gut instinct. Dixon’s aliens looked
weird, unearthly, but without gimmickry
or ‘clever’ ideas which would render
them impossible. One could sense the gut
instinct of the whole audience was unani-
mous, these fantastic creatures really were
possible, at one and the same time horrific
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and beautiful, seemingly poised on the
brink of leaping out of the screen into
reality.

Next, it was up to me to deliver my ac-
count of CONTACT IX. Since I only had
fifteen minutes, I concentrated mainly on
COTI (Cultures of the Imagination), de-
scribing the efforts of this year’s two
teams in the context of a three stage proc-
ess of designing 1) the planet, 2) the alien,
and 3) the culture. I think it went over
pretty well, although it must be admitted
that CONTACT IX’s Elvi, with its perfect
vertebrate body plan and overall Star Trek
appearance looked rather a forlorn sight
in view of what had been said by the
previous speakers.

The introductory session was wound up
by a few brief words by biochemist Nick
Larter and science fiction author James
White. I was particularly interested to
meet Jim, the author of the Sector General
series, including novels such as Hospital
Station and Star Surgeon, about a gigantic
hospital capable of admitting patients
from virtually any sentient race in the
galaxy! He expressed considerable humil-
ity at being in the presence of such lead-
ing luminaries as Jack and Dougal, claim-
ing that he had always invented the alien
races for his novels purely to please him-
self rather than to satisfy evolutionary
principles. However, I felt his modesty
was a little excessive - if one looks
through Barlowe’s Guide to Extra-Terres-
trials, an illustrated catalogue of the most
famous ET’s from science fiction, White’s
sophont the Cinruss is more convincing
than most.

Basically, the upshot of the panel discus-
sion was that humanoid aliens are an
understandable requirement for Holly-
wood film makers who have to fit actors
into rubber suits. However, the probabil-
ity of evolution independently producing
another perfectly humanoid body plan on
some other planet is so remote thata

serious attempt to design a plausible alien
has to be a little more imaginative about
anatomy. It was with these thoughts that
the ‘Build An Alien’ workshop finally got
underway.

The attendance at the workshop exceeded
all expectations: over forty people wanted
to participate and the room was packed.
Any notion of just having two teams,
COTI style, soon evaporated. For a while,
itlooked as if the entire venture was
about to degenerate into chaos. However,
eventually Jack, John and myself dra-
gooned the crowd into six groups. The
eventual plan we came up with was that
we were going to design between us six
alien races. At the end of each hour, each
group would give a two minute presenta-
tion of their progress, aided if needs be
with viewgraphs and plasticene models.
None of the panellists joined any of the
teams, but instead were free to provide
commentary and assistance on demand.
The groups took to the task with enor-
mous enthusiasm, each huddled around a
melting pot of ideas from which their
sophont was eventually to emerge. Per-
sonally, I found merely watching the
creative process unfold almost as enjoy-
able as participating. I chipped in with an
occasional piece of planetological exper-
tise, but mostly I wasn’t really needed.
The process soon gained an almost
unstoppable momentum of its own. The
participants were learning without having
to be taught -they were doing it the easy
way - easy because it was fun.

At CONTACT IX the two COTI teams had
three days to re-run Genesis; at Illumina-
tion we only had three hours. Neverthe-
less, what was achieved in this short space
of time was quite impressive and in con-
trast to CONTACT IX, where the bulk of
creative energy was allocated to designing
the “culture’, our people concentrated
more on the biology of their particular
alien. All the races designed at Illumina-

tion were very strange -none even re-



motely human. Some teams really did get
it together and design quite convincing
life forms: plausible because their crea-
ture’s anatomical and physiological adap-
tations sprang logically from their
phylogeny (evolutionary history) which
itself was created as an outcome of natural
selection occurring in the chosen environ-
ment. Others lost their way a bit, design-
ing ex-cathedra creatures, organisms
freakish to the point of gimmickry, with
body parts that were either physically
impossible or inconsistent with its pur-
ported ancestry. However, the irrepress-
ible Jack Cohen was always at hand to
prevent any group from straying too far
into comic book territory. Even he though
couldn’t prevent one lot from ending up
with a completely daft creature with a
‘carbon fibre’ skeleton and the shape,
locomotive ability and brains of a
sidewinder missile! Well, it got a lot of
laughs anyway...

There is insufficient space here to go into
detail about the various aliens designed at
Illumination, even if I could remember it
all. Memorable creations included a slug:
like creature from a five gravity planet,
living above the ground in a form of
vegetation resembling a latticework of
woody Gothic arches. They evolved sen-
tience in conjunction with two kinds of
communication: ‘piping’ by blowing air
through a dorsal organ situated behind
the eyes and ‘branch vibes’ which in-
volved rapid tapping on branches with
their three anterior appendages. One
would think that with gravity five times
that of Earth, it would be much safer on
the ground. Not so in this particular eco-
logical niche! The Gothic arch ‘trees’ were
partially carnivorous, dropping heavy,
javelin-like, ‘seeds” down on any intrud-
ers under the canopy. Eventually how-
ever, the slugs learned to modify the trees
for their own ends, rendering them harm-
less and adapting their arching form into
dwellings which allowed living at ground
level.

The most radically alien creature created
at [llumination didn’t live on a planet at
all. Instead, one team thought they would
try and design a free-fall life-form. Its
habitat was a Larry Niven-style gas torus,
created by the leakage of the atmosphere
of a moon orbiting a very hot and massive
gas giant. | was very dubious about the
realism of such an environment, but tak-
ing it as given, it was fascinating to see
what the group came up with. They de-
signed a loosely knit colonial organism,
consisting of a number of sub-units. These
units had once been independent crea-
tures, but were now co-existing in sym-
biosis, each performing a particular spe-
cialised task as part of the overall func-
tioning of the colony. The open structure
of the creature, and the fact that it did not
have to worry about gravity, allowed the
team to come up with some lovelyideas
which they illustrated with models. For
instance it could change its shape at will,
in order to better catch the wind, or to
hunt and feed. In particular, when faced
with danger, it could completely invert its
Structure via a simple topological trans-
formation which rearranged sub-units
specialised for defence from storage in the
interior to form a protective outer layer.
Other ideas included a method of genetic
information transfer between different
colonial species as a by-product of preda-
tion. In other words, when you ate some-
thing, you could also absorb and incorpo-
rate a few of the prey’s sub-units as an
alternative to digesting them. Jack Cohen
was not too keen on this as it replaced his
beloved evolution by natural selection
totally. However, whether it could have
worked is another matter altogether! The
creature was finally elevated to sentience
by combining imitative behaviour and
‘complex game theory interactions’ with a
neural net-like nervous system and optical
and magnetic senses. I didn’t understand
all of this, but there were some quite high-
powered people in this group. At the end
of three hours, they had actually suc-
ceeded in achieving space flight. It was
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quite simple really - light pressure alone
was enough to allow solar sail equipped
aliens to escape the upper bounds of the
gas torus.

One team that was especially keen
skipped lunch to go for a fourth hour of
brainstorming. They had invented a
planet with a powerful magnetic field, an
elliptical orbit and a highly inclined spin
axis which was prone to intense seasonal
variation and violent atmospheric turbu-
lence and oceanic storms. Their sophont
evolved from a radially symmetric, fris-
bee shaped, creature with a row of water
jets and suckers about its rim. It preyed on
smaller versions, and was preyed upon by
bigger versions, of a genus of bizarre
organisms which looked like flattened
triangles with jets at each corner. These
triangles had the ability to extract energy
from storm-driven ocean currents by
spinning up. Organs capable of generat-
ing an electric field allowed the conver-
sion of this spin energy into chemical
energy or into an electric discharge for use
in attack and defence. As the frisbees
evolved into a more directional lifestyle,
their morphology altered to incorporate
some bilateral features. Eyes were re-
tained in only the front and rear and some
of the lateral suckers became modified
into flippers. After evolving onto the land,
they never completely lost their affinity
with the sea. They became seasonal am-
phibians, returning to the waters during
the Winter for their stored warmth, and to
close their life cycle. Not only did they
mate in the sea, but they also had devel-
oped an intimate relationship with the
triangles which they herded in large
numbers. Eventually, this relationship
became totally symbiotic, each frisbee
actually incorporating a spinning triangle
into its body, providing protection in
return for electrical power and access to
electromagnetic senses. I needed a lot
more convincing that this would actually
be possible, but it was a nice idea none-
theless. Like the free-fall colonials de-

scribed above, the frisbees did manage to
get into space by the end of the session,
but alas time was not available for a COTI
style role-played contact between them. It
would have been fascinating, both races
being as utterly different from each other
as they were non-human!

All the participants and organisers of
Illumination’s ‘Build An Alien” workshop
greatly enjoyed the experience. As a trial
run it was a resounding success and a
great credit to John Bray for setting it up
at such short notice. Hopefully, the seeds
sown by CONTACT this side of the Atlan-
tic will grow and we’ll go bigger and
better next Easter.

Martyn Fogg

Special Care Baby Unit Appeal

Dear SF Fans,

A letter of introduction from us. We hope
to raise money for our local Special Care
Baby Unit at the Blackpool Victoria Hos-
pital by supplying SF Fans plastic con-
struction models at reduced rates.

We have raised £18,500 to date and have
purchased two monitors worth £16,000
and hope to raise a further £25,000 to
purchase one might say a "space age”
portable incubator.

We received help from Illumination in

Blackpool, April 1992, with a magnificent
£813.00, so we are hoping you can help us
again by sending for our price list. We are
stocking: Horizon, Halcyon - Alien, Dapol
Collectable Figures - Dr. Who, AMT - Star
Trek, Comet - Dr. Who, Sevans - Dr. Who,
Imai - Thunderbirds/ Captain Scarlet.

We hope our prices will be of interest to
you and help us raise much needed funds.

lan Short, Special Care Baby Unit Appeal, 69
Cunliffe Road, Blackpool 0253 798580
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28 ¢ Kenneth Bell
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146 a Hans Ulrich
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868.a Carolyn Bond
1702 Susan Booth

1992 Kjell Borgstrom
8932 Wim van de
Bospoort
409 a Helena Bowles
5114 Dawn Bowley

4 Jeanne Bowman
2762 Terry Boxall

187 a Jill Bradley
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