
“primus inter pares”

 

Issue No. 1

Even Sabine is Not Perfect
Panellists on “The Future Sucks
— SF Vampires” tonight please

note it starts at 21:00 not 21:30
as it may state on your partici-

pant information.

Short Fiction Showcase

The Peter T Garratt-organised

ring of short fiction readings will
take place in the Paris, today
16:30 (after the Opening Cer-
emony). It will feature Steve

Baxter, Molly Brown, Keith

Brooke*, Deirdre Counihan, Roy
Gray, Alastair Reynolds’, Eliza-

beth Counihan (*subject to ar-
rival time).

Readings may also be arranged
in the Rotunda later in the con.

Give Us All Your Money
There will be an auction on be-
half of the United Fan Funds

(that is, the usual round-up of
likely fannish causes), after to-
night’s TAFF vs. GUFF quiz in
the Fanroom (Lakeside). Which
means 1 lish, I understand.

Come along and bid on a range
of interesting, valuable, or just
plain weird stuff. If you have
stuff for auction, please take it,

clearly labelled, to the Fanroom.
Alison Scott

Restaurant Report (Actually a
Pub)
The Axe and Compasses at
Wolvey is a busy country pub.

The food is served in fan-sized
portions on trenchers — it

reaches the edge. Thereisa
good range of food for vegetar-

ians as well. The child portions

Friday afternoon

are bigger and cheaper than

many “adult portions” served

elsewhere. The children’s menu
is far better than most. The
prices range from very reason-
able to very cheap and the qual-
ity is very good. There is a good
selection of real ale available.

The Rosenblum Family

  
reycoha Mice sags -

Fanroom Manual Ebay
A low-tech, almost hekto-

graphic, copy of the most fabu-

lous feature of the Webble, the

Fanroom Manual Ebayis a slow-

time auction in which you sim-
ply enter your bids on a form

(the screen equivalent) and if
successful, collect your chosen

item later that same day.

We've got books, fanzines, art-

work, all sorts of other fascinat-

ing discards from various fans’
attics and sheds. Someofit re-
ally good. Come and have a look
anyway — you never know...

2003 Eastercon Bid Session
The Bid Session for Eastercon
2003 is at 16:00 on Sunday. As

of lunchtime Friday, we have not
heard of any potential bids for
that Eastercon. If anybody has
plans or would be interested in
mounting a bid, could they
please contact the bid session

Chair, Pat McMurray.

We will not consider a spoof bid,

unless there is also at least one

serious bid. If there is no bid,

there will still be a bid session,

where we will discuss future

plans. The mostlikely outcome
of there not being a bid, is that
the decision would be deferred

until next year at the Eastercon

in Jersey, but we would need to

make sure this was our best op-

tion.

Pat McMurray

 

The hotel seems to have run out
of pillows! If you can’t survive on
just one pillow, tough! Pillow

Talker
 

Restaurant Report (Not a Pub)
The Harvester just past the

roundabout on the A5 (on the
way into Hinckley) says it will be
open over the Easter weekend.
Prices around £6 - £12. The food
was OK — though we ordered a

rare steak and the inside was
cold (but they did offer to scorch
a new one).

Alex McLintock



Doc Weir Award
The voting slips for the Doc Weir
Award are not in your member-

ship pack like what it says in
the ReadMe. They are in fact
available from the Fanroom, and

must be returned there rather
than to Registration. You must
put a name and badge number
on yourvote, so if you intend to
vote early and often you must

get other people to doit for you.

Stop this Cyber Filth!
We have been told the contro-
versial ‘Heavy Metal Ostragoth’

rock band ‘Iron Feettis’ have
been booked to “present” this
year’s Beyond Cyberdrome event.
This is an outrage! Do the idiots
in powernot realize that this is

a popular event for children and

young women? Have they gone

mad? Do we have to subject our

impressionable and innocent

fans to this open seweroffilth &
loud ‘music’?!

The AcmeIntelligencer under-
stands the ‘band’ plan to sell
their notoriously offensive
“Asimov is a C-Nut” T-shirts in
this very building! Their man-
ager, Mr. Magnus Greely, said:

“They're good lads and they love
their mums.”

Something MUST be done before
we're drownedin a tidal wave of

gratuitous noise and vile lan-
guage! The AI says “Iron Feettis

— No!”

See centrepagesfor ‘hot sprockette’

actionpin-up.

Fanzines For Sale & Giveaway
Lots of fanzines available in the
Fanroom in the Lakeside suite, -

some old, some new, some bor-

rowed (and never given back),
some of them actually blue.

Many of them free, others at ex-
traordinarily low prices (if you
use American auctions as your
point of reference they’re virtu-
ally free!) Come and have a look

— it’s a vanishing world, some

say. If it had four legs and

stripes it would be protected.

Boring Baby Announcement

The créche is running in room

314 all weekend; children under

seven are welcome. Hours are

14:00 - 18:00 today, 10:00 -18:00
tomorrow and Sunday, 10:00 -
14:00 on Monday. Parents are

encouraged to help out, andit’s

also quite a nice place to hang
around with your kids.

have recumbent tricycles with

them this weekend, so a few ex-

citing but bloody laps should be
no problem. To liven things up a
bit, we reckon that we ought to
liberate the hotel’s hansom cab

and addit to the mix. Now,if

only we had a bale of hay for the
horse. Or a horse.

Alison Scott

 

Jape broke into a sweat — that’s
worth reporting!
Hey, a gopher’s supposed to do

 

Alison Scott some work, no?

Jan

Have you noticed, lounging

around the Rotunda on the Smoking

groundfloor, that there’s no

room 101 in this hotel?

Dave Lally
 

Desperately Seeking...

Now you're reading and enjoying

this here your favourite news-

letter, please think of us when
next you have something inter-
esting to report, be it a panel re-
port, party venue, restaurant

recommendation, or some inter-

esting fun you overheard.

Weare at the end of ‘Paris
Street just before you step out-
side (there’s the Art Show down
here too). You need to go up the

stairs to get to admire the grand
view of our ballroom — after the
first envious look around, please
find the text entry table near
the entrance, fully supplied with

pen and paper for your news

item and put it in the “inbox”.

(Please don’t forget to put your
name on it for good measure.)

Prizes for best contributions to

the Intelligencer, donated by
www-DiverseBooks-com,

awarded at the whim of John

Dowd (Acme Pooh-Bah).

Chariot Races are Go!

Tim Kirk points out that the
outer rim of the Rotundais an

excellent venue for chariot rac-

ing. He, Bazooka and Sparksall

Just a reminder that the con is

a smoke-free zone except for the

Snooty Fox. But there are areas

of the hotel which are not under
our control, these include the

reception area and thetoilets,
and the nice little patio at the

bottom of the Newsroom stairs.

Transportation Act
Three desolate Dutch guys des-

perately looking for easy trans-
portation to Birmingham Intl
Airport Tuesday morning — con-
tact Larry van der Putte (you
know him), Jaap Boekestein
(lumbering aroundin the bar) or
Jan van’t Ent (talk to me in the
newsroom).

 

My laptop is slower than yours.
Mine’s slowerstill...
Ben, Bjorn, Vince
 

And Finally...

Your intrepid reporter was told
that a magic bacon butty mine
exited in a layby near to the ho-
tel. Investigations led to the
info that it was in a layby on
the other side of the M69. An
expedition to find this magical
site was undertaken in the in-
terests of all fankind. Sadly, as
your reporter approached the
layby, the bacon butty man

drove away. He must have seen

me coming!

WilfJames

 

 

This edition was produced by the AcmeIntelligencer Team - John Dowd (Pooh-Bah), Fran Dowd
Begum), Jan van 't Ent, Wilf James, with the support of Nigel Kennedy, Django Rheinhardt,

Josephine Baker and Eva Cassidy. Material supplied by the Rosenblum Family, Greg Pickersgill, Alex

McLintock, Alison Scott, Pat McMurray, Dave Lally, SMS.  
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Even Sabine is Not Perfect
The Alternative History panel at
21:00 tonight will feature Pat
McMurray in place of Paul
Kincaid.
21:00 tonight Westminster The
Generic Comedy Panel game
moves from Sunday.

Real Ale

A corner of the Snooty Fox has

been turned into a Real Ale

500ml Bottle Bar.

Theakston’s Best Bitter £2.60,

Old Speckled Hen £2.85.

Surprised Guest

Lisanne Norman was success-
fully ambushed by her 50
Birthday Party last night.
It was organised by Sherrie
Powell, with co-conspirators
Daw (publishers), Marianne

Hollingsworth (the Sholan Alli-
ance fanclub), Pauline and
Chris Morgan. The cake was
decorated by Ina Shorrock, and
cut with a Japanese ceremonial
blade donated by Kevin
Anderson. Carol Morton created
the stained-glass effect card.
John Meaney and Dave Hardy
presented Lisanne with an origi-
nal Jim Burnsof the coverart
for her latest book, Stronghold

Rising.

Sir Arthur C Clarke card
This being the 2001 Eastercon,
Head of Video (Dave Lally —
‘DJL’ has arranged for an unu-
sual card to be sent to ACC in
Sri Lanka — posted airmail from
Hinckley (Tuesday am) just after
the con ends.

It is hoped to get as many
attendees as possible here (in-

 
cluding Paragon’s Guests, Com-
mittee and Staff) to sign it (and
to put a short — and we mean

short — message as well).
So if you would like to put your

monikeron it, the card will be at

the Octocon con table (in the
dealers’ room) Saturday, and the
Fantastika con table (in the Ro-
tunda) Sunday. [The people on

Lisanne 0 made to  
cat her words

the tables will also mention their
wonderful cons, of which DJL is

UK agent, but you’re not obliged

to sign up.|
After 18:00, or Monday, see DJL

himself (watch out for the dis-
tinctive Prisoner-style boater)
anywhere at the con (or in the
video room).

Dave Lally



Fanroom Competition

You, yes, YOU, have been cho-

sen from all the convention
attendees from your home town
to participate in the Fanroom
competition. At various times

during the convention up to
Sunday evening there will be a

question posted in the Fanroom

(Lakeside). When you have the
answersto all five questions,

write them on a piece of paper

along with your name and con-
vention number, and you could
be the lucky winnerof a Ford
Orion, a lifetime subscription to

Reader’s Digest or a £20 book
token.

Notes: Only one of these prizes

will apply. All decisionsare final.
You are only human. Weare in

charge.

It’s Not All In the Wrist
For those missing their Friday

night Buffy fix, Alex the
Whipman proved an adequate
Spike substitute. Much leather,
yum. He unerringly picked Heidi

for his demo victim, although he
wascritical of her handcuffs as

not being up to the heavier
styles of fun. Disgruntled
mumblings were heard from the
truly macho in the audience at

the revelation that bullwhips
prefer limp-wristed handling.
Calls for trainees from the audi-
ence brought forth Mic Rogers,
whostrutted her stuff, cracking

away and demonstrating a sur-

prisingly encyclopaedic knowl-

edge of Whips of the World.
Lovely stuff, can we have that
again please with whipped

cream and chocolate sprinkles.

Acme Begum

Attention Reviewers

www-DiverseBooks-com is giv-
ing away classic sf-books over
the weekend if you promise to
write a review for the website.

Find Alex McLintock sometime

before Tuesday.

Paper Tiger

The Paper Tiger Art Award — for

best single piece of work in the
Art Show — will be judged by

Michael Scott Rohan, Dick Jude

and Chris Bell. The winnerwill

be announced at the Awards

Ceremony on Sunday evening.

Visit the Art Show and see what

the competition’s like!

Tanya Brown, Paper Tiger Art
Award Administrator

 

Fan to be switched on before

fires arelit.
 

Restaurant Recommendation
Alho Mondo, 26 The Borough.

Italian and English Cuisine, par-

ticularly the chicken stuffed

with prawnsin lobster sauce.

Main course around £13.95. A
few tablesleft after 19:30 Satur-

day night — booking essential,
phone number 619259. Once
again, closed on Sunday and
Monday.
John Richards

But Unfortunately...
Weve had several recommenda-

tions and reviews of Barnacles

Restaurant across the road, but

our latest info is that it is fully
booked for Saturday night and

will not open on Sunday or Mon-
day.

 

Now you've made Alison Scott an
orphan. Acme
Pooh-Bah
 

Quiz Gunfights

Almost as intriguing asit

sounds — Quiz Gunfights are a
series of one-to-one quiz duels,

fastest finger first, best of
twenty questions wins. And wins
something worth havingtoo.
Genuine prizes. Come to the
Fanroom desk, get an informa-

tion sheet, enter, and show us

your massive stefnal extra-

brain. The long walk down the
dusty street starts in the

Fanroom tonight at 22:00.

5 Reasons to Watch Princess

Mononoke

1. It was the biggest grossing
film in Japan until “Titanic”.

2. It’s the biggest grossing Japa-
nese film of all time.
3. Neil Gaiman wrote thefinal

translation.
4, Disney own the distribution
rights outside of Asia, but won’t
release it over here.

5. It’s better than anything Dis-
ney have done in thelast ten
years.
(The last two may possibly be
connected somehow...)
(Video Room, today 17:30)

 

How muchis that dragon in the

window?
 

GUFF
First chapters in the GUFFTrip

saga are already on the web at:
pshphi-serverlOl-com/guf f/

The site also features an e-mail
auction and details of other
ways to donate.

Eric Lindsay

More Pillow Taik
DearPillow Talker, no need to be

tough. Simply fold some clothes
and pile them underthe single
very thin pillow.
Pillow-and-folded-coat Talker
And what smothering Pillow

Talkers andpillow fights then?
Al

Fan Art Catalog

Of interest to fan publishers

looking for fan art: Thomas
Recktenwald has a huge catalog

available with illustrations by
some thirty fan artists from all
over the world for your perusal.
Come talk to him at the UKinO5
table in the Rotunda Saturday
15:00 or Sunday noon.

Parallelocon

Will the Parallelocon Committee

please step forward, Alice wants
to recruit you for her next con-

vention.
 

 

This edition was produced by the Acme Intelligencer Team - John Dowd (Pooh-Bah), Fran Dowd
(Begum), Jan van 't Ent, Wilf James, “R, with the support of Nelson Eddy & Jeanette MacDonald,

Django Rheinhardt. Material supplied by Greg Pickersgill, Alex McLintock, the Stratmanns, John

Richards, Dave Lally, Eric Lindsay, Tanya Brown.  
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The Masquerade
—_____DeathofaDandy(Andrew—__

Adams, Andrew Patton, Tom
Nansen) were judged most
beautiful last night. First Steps
into Space (M@) had the best
audience reaction.

The Acme Begum (left hander)
apologises to the junior en-
trants for not knowing clock-
wise from anticlockwise.

Giulia de Cesare would like to
thank all who worked so hard to
make the Masquerade a suc-
cess. She especially wants to
mention the tech crews and
back stage people.

Hall Costume Day
Wear your costume today, carry
your voting tokens (from your
membership pack) and vote.If
you have votes after Registra-
tion has closed please take
them to Ops before 22:00.

Opinion on the Fireworks
Weliked the swirly things with
the red and green bits.

Ops (confined in the Ops Room)

 

Sunday morning

Fanroom Competition Update
The first three questions have
been posted in the Fanroom and
two more will be put up during
Sunday along with a tie-breaker
because, really, this is just so
easy. Ifyou don’t know the an-
swer to a question ask someone.
Ifyou don’t know anyone, ask
the person at the Fanroom desk.

Put your answers on a piece of
paper and place it in the box that
will appear on the Fanroom desk
between 18:00 and 20:00 Sun-
day.

  

‘The winner ail be apnonncea®
at the end of Fanzine Fans v
Conrunners. and the prizeis
one of: a £20 book token, a space
shuttle trip or a lifetime supply
ofMoet & Chandon.

—

(Only oneprize to apply,judges”
decisiontsfinal.)
Catherine MacAulay

DAPPER Search
Dutch-based English-language
fan-oriented apa is open for new
members. We've American, Bel-
gian, Canadian, Dutch, German
and Polish members writing
every two (or four) months — now
looking to fill out the alphabet
again by re-introducing the Eng-
lish, and maybe someone from
Finland, Hungary,Ireland and
Japan to follow up on that? Con-
tact me at the convention (try
the Newsroom) or write later:

Jan vant Ent, Vaalserberg 37,

2905 PM Capelle aan den IJssel,
Netherlands, or email:
vantentdfew-eur-nl

  

Lisanne Norman Interview
Chris Morgan made the inter-
view feel like a fireside chat
that all present could join in.

Lisanne started out as an artist
but has always written stories.
A kitten that had fallen in a
river became the kernel of a se-
ries of stories featuring cat-like
aliens. Lisanne found and
joined ASTRA (the Association
in Scotland To Research
Astronautics) in Glasgow and
started to learn about the scien-
tific basis for SF.

Then she joined the Friends of
Kilgore Trout, the Glasgow SF
society. She consulted Jack
Cohen about her aliens to en-
sure that they would be scien-
tifically feasible. A family con-
nection with Daw Books in the
USA led to her first and subse-
quent SF novels being pub-
lished.

 

Lisanne is also known as an ac-
tive member of The Vikings!, a
historical events re-enactment
society. Lisanne’s back problem
restricts her somewhat but she
played an active part in the re-
enactment of the Battle of Hast-
ings as an archer. Pictures of
The Vikings! in action are now
included in some children’s

school history books.
WilfJames

Even Sabine is Not Perfect
The Big Engine Party tonight
will be in the Westminster, and
the “Let’s Create our own Con-
vention Sidekick” event will be
in Conference 11.





“in se ipso totus teres atque rotundus”

 

Issue No. 6 Sunday afternoon
 

Cyberdrome a Review
I didn’t want to stick around so I
don’t know who won, but it was

quite good, except that mostof
the robots had absolutely no
sense of direction. It started
with four girls doing a little
dance, then in the first round

you hadto hit this one robot to

get into the second round. One

robot was a remote controlled

car with a robot built aroundit,

there were two giant clouds, a
dark pink Mummypig and two
bright pink piglets, and a K4.5
with a big pike at the front.
That was too sharp, so it wasn’t
used and had a leather cover
put on it. In the second round,
they put down a load of mouse-
traps and you hadto avoid
them. If you set one off you

were presumed dead. The best

one, I think, was the one with a

missile launcher on top ofit.
Aidan McNelis (James Bond)

Fireworks
Would you think those “WHEE-

ING” white, low fireworks we

saw last night could be called
“Ghostbusters” or “Arkies” (from
Indiana Jones)?

Dave Lally

Eastercon 2003

Seacon 703 has been voted as

Eastercon 2003 by an over-
whelming majority. Holdovers
and abstentions were too few to

count.

As yet the committee do not
have a hotel, but they do have

Rog Peyton. Rog is investigating
new venues in Harrogate,
Scarborough and Birmingham.

   
Stephen Garter before his tall

He’s also checking opinions on
this hotel. Memberships and
other expressions of support wel-

come in the Rotunda from 18:00.

Attending memberships £25,

supporting £15 to 1 November

2001, with a possible readjust-
ment for Novacon once budgets
have been set.

The committee promise a Fu-
sion Cookery approach to con-

running, and as your Acme
Begum can personally attest to

some of their foodie skills the
whole thing looks goodto her.

Even the Games Master is Not

Perfect

The RPG “Diana: Amazon Prin-

cess” scheduled for tonight will
be run at noon tomorrow in-

stead. Many apologies if this
causes problems for anyone.
Marcus Rowland

Sale announcement
Fantast (Medway) are offering

20%off all items on Monday.

The Fermi Paradox & Deafness
Stephen Baxter gave an illus-

trated talk instead of an inter-

view. The Fermi paradox is

based on the idea that consider-
ing life will spread everywhere,
there should be aliens out there
somewhere, but we have not yet

found any direct evidence that

any exist. No aliens have sent

us any messages that we have
been able to detect through SETI
— so far. This leads on to the
possibility that the aliens are
aware of us but do not want us
to know that they are somehow

in control of things. They may
be getting all the electronic in-
formation that we send out but
they are playing deaf and not
answering.

This leads on to Stephen’s party
piece. Stephen has a deaf rela-
tive so he has learned sign lan-
guage. He would like fandom to
pay a little more attention to the

needs of deaf fans. He demon-

strated his skill by using sign

language to accompany the Eas-
tercon fans singing “White
Christmas”.
WilfJames

Don’t Panic Don’t Panic
There has been a theft of some
cash from registration. The po-
lice have been called and you
may catch sight of them around
the hotel. There is no problem
with bedroom security but you

should exercise normal care
with your valuables. The com-

mittee have taken all the steps
they can to prevent a recur-
rence and minimise disruption
to the convention.



Two entrants in the

Beyond Cyberdrome
battle arena

Beyond Cyberdrome “By Royal

Appointment”
The audience’s expectations of
Heavy Metal Mayhem from Iron
Foetus’ Eye of the Robot tour
were sadly confounded by the
tragic — but dramatic — breaking
up of the band “due to musical

differences.” (In a late interview

their base guitarist Muff Tar-

King said, “Well, basically, we’re
different to yer music, right?”)

However, the event was saved
by a last minute visit from HRH

Queen Victoria (Late RIP) and
her re-gened Consort Prince

Albert, on their Royal Tour of
Hinckley.

After leading the audience in a
rousing chorus of “God Save the

Queen”, the Royal Couple were

joined by two membersof Iron

Foetus to joint-present the
event. We were assured that

Iron Foetus will re-form ...

The proceedings were described
by Prince Albert as “A smaller

version of our beloved Edinburgh
Tattoo,” and by Her Royal High-
ness as “Amusing.” The re-

maining Foetus members de-

scribed it as

“Heavee!”

 

The scantily dressed Sprock-
ettes, Cal, Barbara, Julie and

Sue were requested to adopt

more seemly attire, and the

“Gimp” team shocked herBri-
tannic Majesty.
SMS

Sabine is Imperfect Again
Programme change: “Let’s Cre-

ate Our Own Convention Side-

kick” has moved from 21:00 in

Westminster, and will now start

at 22:30 in Conference 11. It

will probably help ifyou turn up

drunk.

Late Warning
Not everyone walking about in a
black t-shirt is a fan. A lot of the
thinner ones are hotel/barstaff.
aRJay

Hotel Food Recommendation

Went, last night, to the Con-

servatory to eat and found the

food to be excellent. I decided to

be brave and have the seafood

salad. It was an exquisite mix-

ture of squid, prawns and mus-

sels on a bed of well-dressed

salad leaves. Tony had his fa-
vourite, a Caesar salad with (he

says) “Lovely, crisp, smoky ba-
con, fresh — yes, fresh — anchovy

fillets and strips of parmesan

cheese with dressing on a bed of

mixed leaves.” Main courses

were chicken in a yummy, pep-
percorn sauce (me) and a huge
tuna steak (Tony). There were
baby veg marrow, corn, carrots

and sugar snap peas and a dish

of sautéed new potatoes and wild

mushrooms. Dessert was a

strawberry and champagne

mousse in a sponge basket.

So, don’t judge the hotel food by

the “cheap” food — try the Con-

servatory: £18.95 per head (3

courses and wine).
Carol Morton

Want to Travel in Style?

Tricycles (by Royal Appoint-
ment”) available for anyone
wanting to try out 11:00-12:00
Monday around the upper hotel

car park.
Tim Kirk & Sparks

Apologies and Retractions
Obelix the Gaul would like to
wholeheartedly and unreserv-

edly apologise to Barbara for

blaming her for the appalling

pun and could she "please stop

hitting me now".

Inspired by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh

The UK in 2005 Worldcon bid is

using visual imagery inspired
by the work of Charles Rennie

Mackintosh and the Art

Nouveau movement. As part of
this we are interested in creat-

ing an online gallery of Rennie

Mackintosh-inspired imagery:

in particular, SF or Fantasy im-

ages with an Art Nouveau twist.
Black and white or colouris
fine. We’re also looking for im-

ages to use in our publications
but separate permissions will be
asked for each purpose.Inter-

ested parties should talk to us

at the bid desk in The Rotunda,

or visit our web site for more in-

formation:

http://www-uk2005-org-uk/

The UK in 2005 bid team.
 

 Carol Morton
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Sheepish Nolly

Noel Collyer wasstill celebrating
in the late hours of the morning
after getting the Doc Weir
Awardlast night. “2R presented
it during the Awards Ceremony,
taking the place of last year’s
recipient Tim Illingworth. Tradi-
tional methodsof luring the
winner to the Ceremony are
wearing thin. Unsung Heroes of
Fandom no longer trust com-
mittee memberstrying to get
them into programme items.
Nolly fell for “come with me, the
police would like a word”, al-
though why he thought that
would be in the Paris is any-
one’s guess. Suitably stunned

and embarrassed at the time,

he later developed a fixed smirk.
What have we unleashed?

72R tells us that 15 of the (now)
35 winners are attending Para-
gon, including Peter Mabey. Pe-
ter was thefirst recipient of the
Award in 1963 for his work with
the BSFA lending library.

The rest of the Awards
Last night’s Awards Ceremony
was gallantly compéred by Chris
Hill, the retiring/outgoing BSFA
Awards Administrator.

 

Monday morning

First celebrity presenter was

Teddy, announcing the Hall Cos-
tume Award, which went to

Judith Lewis.

Phlosque, presented by SMS and
Eira, is the Award given for“the
very best of fantasy artwork, ex-
ecuted in pure isolation from the

mundane world of nature”. The
winner was Gary Stratmann for
his “Cracking Pod, Grommit!”.

The Paper Tiger Art Award of
£100 goes to the best single

piece in the Art Show. Honour-
able Mentions: Jackie Burnsfor

pictures and glass work, Dave
Hardy, Fred Gambino and E D

Buckley. The winner, announced

by Tanya Brown, was Jay Hurst
for “Dispatch Duty”.

John Clute introduced the

Richard Evans Award. This is an

irregular award,the first having
been presented to John Harrison
at Reconvene in 1999. It cel-
ebrates Richard, an editor at

Gollancz, who died a few years

ago, and goes to authors whose

recognition in the marketplace

does not match upto theircriti-

cal acclaim. The second recipient

is Gwyneth Jones.

The BSFA Awards this year were

designed and produced by Jess

Bennett. Stubborn envelope

opening instrument supplied by

72R. The Artwork Award was
presented by Molly Brown to
Dominic Harman for “Hidea-
way”. Short Fiction Award went

to “The Suspect Genome”, by Pe-

ter F Hamilton, presented by
Stephen Baxter. Mike Scott

Rohan presented the Novel

Award to Mary Gentle (in
absentia) for “Ash: A Secret His-

The mid-ceremony comedy slot

featured Gary Stratmann with

his “Klingon Diplomat Training
Introduction”.

Musical interludes throughout

from Cristo, Rhodri James and

his backing group, and Chris
Malme.

Warning

The taxi companies have noticed

that it's a bank holiday. They
have special rates so a fare to
the station will be £5.30.
John Richards

Urgent Lift Required
Steve Rogerson has injured his

foot and cannot usehisrail

ticket today. If anyone is going

to London with space for him

and his case, please ring 07956
440 702 or contact Judith Proc-

tor on the Redemption desk.

AI Lives On

Doing a con report? Took a load
of piccies? Got a website? We’d
like to put it on the Paragon

website, so please contact

franddowd-demon-co-uk

or the con postal address.



Membership

David Cooper, from the heights

of Zurich, reports that at the
end of Sunday we had 814
members including an unexpect-
edly large numberof “walk ins’.

Mi-hngé Report
In Eire, we have the beautiful

term Mi-hngé.It's pronounced;
Meh-hin-gee. (Fun, levels of.)

Arriving it was noticed that the
level of Mi-hngé was high, the
bar being a key Mi-hngé centre.
But throughout the con, there
was Mi-hngé everywhere.

Saturday saw a Mi-hngé in-
crease as nice clothes were

donned for the evening. All
agreed the level of Mi-hngé at
the Disco was grand, and every-

one boogied down, Mi-hngélike.

The night wore on and there was

much teasing as fans sat up late

trying their best to get into the
Mi-hngé mood.

With the sharp dawn of Sunday,
__the Mi-hngé level wasmore

focussed. What had appeared

Mega Mi-hingé like, was now a
grim thought and best forgotten.

It must be said that the Hotel
staff Mi-hngé level was astound-
ing.

Now with Sunday evening ap-
proaching, I expect the Mi-hngé
level to strengthen due to us
soon to be hundreds of miles

apart, the effect of drink anda

last desperate grope for a good

time of the Mi-hngé sort.

James Bacon

Hotel Checkout
If you are checking out today
and reading this you should al-
ready have left your room. Para-
gon is providing secure storage
for luggage in Conference 10.

Get in touch with Opsif you

want to useit.

Guerilla Art

In a daring raid on the Titan in
Reception the trident was given
a purpose as a toasting fork.
Many were drawn to view and

photograph this although the

actual execution of the work
was so fast and slick, it was

hardly noticed. Several mem-
bers of the hotel staff were seen
to be struggling to avoid laugh-
ing.

Dave Langford wasthefirst to
say, “I don't know whetherit's

art, butI likeit.”.

Fanroom Competition Results
There was an excellent response

to the Fanroom competition. The

answersare: 1) 9pm; 2) Julian
Headlong; 3) Fruit; 4) The books;
5) Stephen Baxter, Peter
Weston, Lisanne Norman. The

questions are still up in the
Fanroom.

Alison Scott's winning tie-
breaker was a description of the
Fanroom as “a triple-breasted

whore from-Eroticon 6”. Lcould

only see one of the breasts, until

she pointed it out I thoughtit
was a lampshade.

Alison donated the prize of £20
to UFF (United Fan Fund).

GUFF andall that Guff
I had the pleasure of talking to
Jean Weberand Eric Lindsay
yesterday about the Australian

view of GUFF — The Going Under

Fan Fund, or Get Up-and-over

Fan Fund, depending on your

perspective.

Jean and Eric are well known in
their home country as con or-

ganisers. They have had to cope

with the problemsof recruiting
con members from vast dis-
tances away. Imagine trying to
persuade fans to travel from

places as distant as Iran is from

us to a convention.

 

Now Jean and Eric would like to

entice fans to their new location

on the north west coast of

Queensland to a relaxacon,

scheduled for the weekend 14 —

17 June 2002. Airlie Beach is a

tropical paradise (even in mid-
winter) that has the Great Bar-
rier Reef on one side anda tropi-

cal rainforest on the other. The

view from the air shows a golden

beach, palm trees and a beauti-

ful blue sea that is ideal for

scuba divers.” eos =

The Airlee Beach Relaxacon is

the week after the Aussie
NatCon — ConVergence 2002
(from 7/10 June) featuring Joe
Haldeman as their GoH. Why
not attend both cons? I am sure

they will make you welcome.

Jean and Eric could not have

made it here without the assist-

ance of the fund, although the
money wasn’t quite enoughtofi-

nancethe trip here on its own.

After interviewing Jean and Eric

I can say that TAFF and GUFF

help to enable fans from differ-

ent countries to get to know
each other better. Support
these worthy fan funds now.

One day you might be the fan

who deserves the honourto

cross the Atlantic or ‘go down
under’ and meet other fandoms.

WilfJames
 

 

This edition was produced by the AcmeIntelligencer Team - John Dowd (Pooh-Bah), Frances Dowd
(Begum), Jan van 't Ent, Wilf James, with the support of various jazz guitarists. Material supplied
by James Bacon, David Cooper, Catherine McAulay, ’2R, John Richards.  
 


