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Remember the Alamo”

OK m Jmaybe vou remember the Mexicon? Were !.w ong of the people who had an
uncanny moment of recognl!ion as you Baw the sume carpet you last trod on in 19747
Or was it your first convention, and did you wonder what the hell was going on when
Hevin Williams presented an opening s lide-show full of pictures of famous authors
levitating loaves of bread and other sililer things ? Did you sympathise with Margaret
Welank when Peter Nicholls suddenly asked her to say something sbout censorship
and she.couldn’l think of & word to sav ? Maybe you were in the bar at the time or
searching for freasures in the great piles of other people’s vouthful indiscretions in
the fanzine room? But even if you didn't see, you must have heard the megadecibel
muclear blasts of Atorole Cafe, turned up 10 full volume by the Riverside PA crew,
or the fmprompiu round-the-pianc sing-song before the Saturday night disco, Were
you one of the thirty or s¢ who turned up for the fanzine produciion workshop, which
could have gone on all afterncon except that nebody wanted to miss Alagdair Gray's
repding? Did you see Russell Hoban and his two little elockwork mice? Mavbe it was
you who had bought every book the dealers had by Hoban and Gray by Ssturday unch-
tima? Have you read ﬁ;em allyet? Did you see Geoll Rymasn, as Bill, smash his
precisus Hitle radio-car {n tis own dramatisation of The Transmigration of Timothy
Arche:r" 1id you m8s Jud*th Hanne look appalled whes asked from the floor to discuss
feniinist science fiction? Did you ses Tave Langford look relieved when the panel he
was due {o appear on was cancelled? Dos't you remember? Wasn'i it you sitting on a
scfa at fhree o'clock in the morning discussing the sex-life of mdeturm.nate wave-
forms ? Or was it you that was break-dancing at & room party 7 No, no, we kngw who
¥OUu 8re.s. you're the one who, .. well, #f yvou don’t remember that, vou must have
been druzker than you looked. We ﬂunx vou'd beﬂer refresh your memory b\ coming

along {0... , Lk
ME)G‘CON 2 _ = ;abigais Frost

The Mexicon Poll

Questions get, and'rep}iss collated, by Mike Hamilon. The guastionnaire was dist-
ributed gnd repliss collected on the Sunday efiernoon of Mexicon 3 (with a whaie day
of the con to gol, Of the 250+ st the con, 54 re;:lied ~ 2 good 20% samp!e.

i3 iz this vour ﬁrst convention ?

No — 50 (93%); Yes ~ 3 {69); Nt filled in — 1 2%.

This shows, us expected, that most people at Mexicon were experienced {ans,
who had probably signed up at other cons or through the fan grapevine somehow. There
Thers were 38 walk-ins and around:25 Iocal people who joined by post before the con,
of whom many were already known within fandom — go the reasonably wide media and
arts group coverage didn' bring many new sf readers to the con, (As opposed o
viewers ?)



; the most ?
iHscounting the three whoe firsi con it was (who wouidn't, obvicusly, have
knmwn other cons) Mike has prepared a graph of the sizes pecple quoted. 627 of those
repiving thought cong of people enjopable, while only 1849 thought cons of 450 were
as much fun,
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i What ttem of this convention did sou eaiov ibe mosi?

Bix prople rommented that it was too early to tell {with justification, as it has
turaed out: most commentators sfier the con have pivked the plav, The T!‘gp‘smigrgﬁgg
3f Timothy Areher, as the major astistis highlight of Mexicon 1), Selecied teplies
include: Alasdair Grav 2), Russell Hobag {1, Richard Cowper talk {1), The bar (63N

ng {4y, People {(Bi, I felt vight (1), Bed 12, Atomic Unfe {5}, Fanzive room {4},
Dida't attend any of the nrogramme {reason for not answering the quag-

£ tE I 8 &

tonl {3},

i Fhat jtem of this eonveniion did vou like the Joaat? )

Five psople dida’t answer, doe liked it all, one wrote Ynothing®, one sald "Hav-
ing to leave # at times™, and one "Can't remember aay. " Specific answers included
Disweo {75, Pink Flimingoes (5), higher drink prices in the con's private bar than the
downstairs publie one 143, beer (3), Tood (31, waldng up (2), and "sncountering ored-
itors™ {1y,

BH i thoye something misaing from this con which vou think would have improved

It Nige people didn't answer or sald "5o. " Dthers incinded raasonsbie food
5y, Bav times {3), real ale (3), free money (2}, more normal sf films (2), Bob Shaw
{2, amd ove each for free Cointreaw, helivm-fiiled dusthin Hners fn the staimlf, an
sther consuming party, e sex, the DBageaham Girl Pipers, Simon Qansjey, Helea
Eiimg, a banquet at Al-Firdous, alternste vears of films and unusual videos, a orechs,
and midnight snucks, Someone wanted 2 Sar Trok room.



61 . What did you think of the hotel?
Bl 27 thought it OK or better, and 19 theught §t OK but with minor reservations; 1
have counted all the specific comments and listed them by categoeries as follows: Decor
& surrcundings: good 2, bad 4 {two sald "same god-awfu! garpet in the con hali as in
74" but one liked the main siaircase) and J had mixed feelings {2 "shabby but who
cares 7" and one “what hotel?'), Amenities and con facilities: 4 good (3 “rom(y”, and
1 approved of the closeness of the variouws con roomal, 7 bad {including lacks of power
sockets in reoms, 24 hour room service, ‘'chemical supplies” — l.e, headache pills
and contraceptives, tea and coffse makers, and a prefecence foriground floor von
rooms). Food and drink: only one spontanecus compliment ("good foed™); 7 adverse,
including fhe service and timing of breakfast, the beer price <§1ﬁ’ﬂ-mﬁtia§ and ti‘e’ ok
of food in the cown bar itgalf, Staff: 4 compliments, 6 brickbats.

Finaily, there was the famous comment that the hotel had shrunk sinee * -t. No:
it's actuaily fasks whe have expanded.

7) Would you be intereated in attending ancther Mexicon theld elsewhery in the
LT 47 of those replying said yes; 5 would prefer 48 to be In Newenstle,

they said; and oniv 4 said no, of whom two were at their first convention, 7 said

mayhe, some glving factors such a8 the Grgamsmg committee as qualifications,

&} Suggest Gime for'a Mexiton {those ;:ct genscally amiiab:e}‘

An exgraordinacy range of atuff was suggested, from the genuinely unusual in
this country {e.g. L'Age @'Or, Zatolchi, Bin Liehe Wie Asdere Auch, asy Luis Bumuel,
any Freach Suprenlist stuff, and the Yugoslay film The Switchboard Operator, plis
somd animated shorts), o ';hi:. determinedly lowbrow (Godrilla, Grappa the Triphibian

Monster; The Green Slime) and the really silly (The Hallway Children, o spaghetti
Western, Mooty Python, porn) via stuflf which has been widely available either in vin-
emas or at cons (Bladerunner, Dark Star, Scroewhers in Time) and a lot of other
unclasgifiable but useful suggestions, :

9 How many books do vou own?
40 caleulable replies gave a total of jusi over B4, 600 books, or an avérage of
just over 2, 100 each,

HE0) Any other vomments ?

31, inchuding "1 think Mexicon was stimulating, infelligent, altended by inter-
esting and feiendly wikative people who really wanted o be there, " "Whatare vou, the
Gestapo whith all these guestionnaires 7", "Wheve the hell am I going to get time to loe
ali thege funzines 7", "Was the progromme really necessary ? It would be interssting
to know how many mopie attended the serious items, " "The problem with having only
one programme is thas there arée no altervatives, except for sitting around drinking, "
"Where were the hotel security 7 { missed them go much, ” "Play it again, " "More,
much more please. But — one exira-special plear sf writer guests, please — not
“speculative Hotlon” cop-outs! " { disagree — 8d.), aad of course "Fun, fun, fun!

We don't need no steenking questionnaires,” No comments criticised the con as « whole;
a few picked up small specific points or made personal comments; most were varistions
on “Good stuff — Jet's do it again.”

Which is why vou're getting o Mexdcon 2 Progress Report 1, i

- Mike Hamiiton, edited by Hob Jackson
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MEXICON 2 - THE IDEA

1 was during the last feves 4 moments of the Monday morting suction al Tynecon 2 ~
The Mexicon that we fell headlong into a1 conumitment 1o Mexicon 2, We'd auciioned
off vur vactus, sombrero, anid bullet-haled backdrop — all we had lefl was the pro-
mise of more. "Hands up evervhbody who'd come to nnuther Mexicon, ™ gatd Gregory
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in 2 mement of excessive zeal. Hands Tlew up overvwhere. "Okay, thes Bring vour
meney vight now to this woman right here, ™ he shoured, dr agging Pam Wolls and s

noaavhox onto the stage. She took their money and 1 iook thoie wmimes, Zométhing in
i!!i‘ hack of my brain wae teiling ne (his was goisg @ mensn More Work &rxd Piaiﬁ i
{ was having inn much fun (o really care. Viva 1a Convencion?

80, basically what we're dmm; is running ‘Hexxcan 2 beeauss the ﬂm Mexicon
worked, A good nuinber of people showed up (230 ot the Tinal oount) tv suppord and
9';?11‘,193!1* in 3 convention distineth satering to fang of written L*eraﬂ; -orisnted
scisnce fiction, famzine fandom, and Desperate Fun, We believe we map run ancthor
con that earries on the same basic prisciples of the first but without being simply g

repeat of the original, That's why there™l bo 3 fow changes made from i‘ae fopmat o
Tys&ecng 2. :

First change is time of year. Mexicon 2 is going 1o he he!(! In early February

985 {one of the first two weekends), rather than at the late 3May Bank Holiday as was
5"” first Mexicon, The iong sireich beiwesn Novacon and Fastercen has always been
aiked of as time for an Bveni of some sori and as Mexicen's basico ratienale 18 il
a nesd, what Better oceasion is there io place the vext one? With mare, and mors
regular, conventions being held 12 spring or summer it makes good sense to hold a
convention at a fime of vear mtherwise barren of Ginnish activity, Besgides, pkwing
tne convention well ovar 3 vear ahead gives us plenty of time o organise not just an
othey good convention, i sumething specizl, We don't want Mexicon 10 bacome juat
anstie r routine convention: there are eneugh of those alrendy, We want {0 pregure
something allvs, topieal, and out of the ordimry. ¥ we're doing another Mekicon we
want to do it right. - 4

The first Mexicon was hgid in the Nor th, so this one will by held in l?lt‘ Soutk.
We're #iill working on hotef arrangements but we assure vou thet the convantion site
will be easily accessible from most parts of the colntry and nmei rates will be koot
Vi taking our time about Boted s rangéments beeguse we
£ o] hoded fuciiitios and prive {the Hest
in hotel function SpACE no ;m‘.ger comgs freed, ense of irans port, good nearchy regray -
rants and shops. We're tryving hurd to find & London site that combines the best of

these, or central southern Fagland.
Fhat waa‘t be changed is ﬂa Dusic primd
organising & oo Irilis” convanth b one s
aselencs fotion, topicsl Fan iter
games and ouizzes, We“l have no f iwngw‘ a2 the ides of Maxleon ig
to deaw on the idsss, information and Gpsﬁi s of many guesis, both professionad and
otherwise who work regularly within the science fotion field and community and have
aoemsthing worthwhile 10 say, Basically we etil) stand fm* the principle that Mexicon is
a ebuvention of idess while at the same Hme providing a social gathering for Hke-
- minded people. The mémbership as 3 whele is just as gnrmrmm &5 any oné guest or
spenker in that we axpect ohal 1%,132.,«,;-‘ {;gw-ﬁl{?m ; fons and par {_1"\1 1om !rg'r aii,
i youn had an enjovabic time at Tynecon 2 ~ ’Uw Mexicon lnst May we hope that
you'll wakht to suppert as in our eiforts w pui on Mexicon 2 i;a, sending in vour memb -
ership fee seon or visiting our table af Novacon, If you missed the first one | hope
you've keard enough favoursble reporis Lo encodrage you to attend in February 786,
Al ferdback on any agpect of Mes ;

wt e

S 43’:-.. @y infamous sitly

reloomme,
Viva lg Cenvencion)
-~ Linda Pickersgiil

con al 8l is g



WORKSHOPPING

The programme ? Ah ves, the programme. Well, there will be one, hopefully upio -
or sven improving upon — the standard of the first Mexicon, Bui don't agk me ahout
it vet, After all, one of the reasons that Mextcon I won't be happening unti! February
1986 is that il takes a lot of thought and a lot of planning to do a good job of organising
a convention, We’'re taking the time because we want 10 get it right.

That applies especially 1o the programme, 6 although the commitiee are all
sparking jdeas off sach-other, we ware not going 1o start talking about speciiic plans
and projects. Not vet, First we want to be sure we have one or two overall themes
linking most of the programme items, to give the programme extra relevance and
extra coberence to the whale con, :

One thing is specific already, though, We are all agreed that ooe ihrea& we
hope widl run through the whole convention is the idea of greativity. And one way to
achieve that is to organise workshops. 50, as part of the convention there istobe 2
short story workshop, a8 well as g follow-up to the successiul fanzine workshop of
last Mexicon.

The shoert story workshop in particular i‘lkc- 4 Fair bt eI sc@am:e piazminxz,
especially on the part of ;‘w«ae of you who faney yeurselves the sext Arthur Clarke ov
Hrign Aldisg oy Christopher B rzwz After ally vou'l) have stories to write. 3o ve
ihought we'd give you ad&”unce notice of our plans, There'll be further {nformation;
ineluding detaily of how o get into the workshop since there won't be the e or fac-
ilities to raake { open to all, in future Pyrogress Reports. Just don’f say we didn' t
give you enough warning — you've only got fifteen months to gol

— Paul Kincaid

Memberships

Lisi complete as at 24, 8,84,

i, RogPevion 18, Kate Moore

2, Colin Fing 17, Mike Hamilion
3. Tim Hliveoworth 18, Kate Davies

4, Dave Ellis ) 18, Maleolm Davies
8, Tarclne Mullan 20, Woofie Bear

8, Brian Ameringen 21, Ken Slater

7. Brian Smith 22, Mike Ford

8, Roger Robinson ' 23, Owen Whiteoak
9, Julan Headlong 24. Paul Viscent
10, Alex Stewart o 25. Harry Bell

11. Susan Francis 26, Greg Pickeragill
12, Rob Jackson 27. Linda Pickeragill
13, Coral Jackson 28, Pam Walis

14, Moira Shearman 28, Steve Green

15. Anthony Johnston 30, Paul chaid



Membership rates
Up til1 31 December 1984: £8, rm.; s b
From 1 January 1985¢ £9, 00, Attending memborship only,

commiﬂeé, éddresses

Linda Pickersgill REGISTRATIONS: CHAIR:
Gregory Pickersgill 244 Beech Road, ; Linda Pickersgiil
Paul Kincaid - London N 1T, 7a Lawrence Road
Porm Wells o : Tel. (01} BEY G401, London V

" Abigail Frost - . i Tel, {013 7
Rotert Jackson
Anne Wiarrven

ﬁ i r“ >

Advertisements may be placed in our Progress R
At this early stage, details for the Programme ¥

in the Programme Book,
3 been fialised, but for

the Progress Reports they are as {ollows, Al o 4 R
Rates: Professiongl

Back cover €20, 00

Full page £16.00

Hall page £10. 00

Qagyier page £6, 60

'Eeeimical deia:l:: P&ge size A4 for mﬁ wetion w Ab, awrersnate propoertions
thereof. Allow adeguate margins {17 top and bottom, and 17 at the sidesl.
In the Progress Reports, only biae_kvand avhite lne copy suiiable for elec-
trogtencilling at 2 reduced size will be accepted. Inseris may be accepled
ai the convention commit,t.ee_a d:suetmm

‘Rob Jacksen at the address below, for

Deadlipes: Contact Linda r’k,xersgiil, o
details, Seli

This Progresa Report is published bs Fobe t.!ackscm at Chinthay, Nightingale Lane,
Hambrook, Chichester, W. Busgex PQ}B SL’H. Artwork is by Aribur (ATom) Thomson
{cover), Corval Jackson {p, 5}, and Rob 3 gckson {graph p. 3, and p, 8},




