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Highlights of Hadrian’s Wall
The north-west frontier of the Roman empire

Granary at Housesteads High
on a ridge, the fort at Housesteads
is one of the iconic sites of the
Roman empire. It was occupied for
almost 300 years, and the exposed
remains, including the headquarters
building, hospital, commanding
officer’s house and barrack blocks,
are of different periods.

Milecastle 42 These guardposts
were built at intervals of one
Roman mile to control movement
across the Wall. This one at
Cawfields clings to the hillside
within a particularly spectacular
stretch of landscape. It was
excavated |50 years ago by

John Clayton of Chesters.

Chesters Museum On the site
of the fort at Chesters, this
remarkable museum was built
more than 00 years ago to house
the Roman artefacts collected

by the Clayton family, who owned
this and four other Wall forts.

Front cover: Looking east along the Wall,
half a mile west of Housesteads

Title page: Bronze sestertius of Hadrian
found in the Tyne at Newcastle

It has changed little over the years.

Map of Hadrian’s Wall including
the main sites
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MARYPORT

The milecastles and turrets along Hadrian’s
Wall are numbered westwards, from a
notional 0 at Wallsend to 80 at Bowness

o

5 km

— —— —

3 miles

o

3 Roman miles

ACCESS ALONG HADRIANS WALL

Much of Hadrian’s Wall runs over open
countryside and is not recommended for
wheelchairs and pushchairs.

English Heritage sites
m Birdoswald Roman Fort: 01697 747602,
fax 01697 747605. Accessible parking,

visitor centre, WC, shop, tearoom and
part of site.
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CARLISLE

m Chesters Roman Fort: 01434 681379
(no fax). Accessible parking, site and WC,
but assistance is recommended.

m Corbridge Roman Town: 01434 632349
(no fax). Accessible parking, WC, audio
tour, museum and perimeter of site.

m Housesteads Roman Fort: 01434 344363,
fax 01434 344153. Limited access to site,
and assistance is recommended. 50m ‘
walk on steep gradient. Accessible parking

at site (telephone in advance or ask at

/f/} Pike Hill signal tower
/

Willowford bridge abutment

Harrow’s Scar
milecastle 49 and wall

Turret 49b

Piper Sike turret 51a
Leahill turret 51b

Banks East turret 52a

Hare Hill
¥ S >

" Rriver Irthing ~/

main car park at the bottom of the hill).

m Enquiries: telephone Customer Services
on 0870 333 |18I; textphone 0800 015
0516. For information on Sundays,
contact the site directly.

For details, refer to the English Heritage
Members’ and Visitors’ Handbook

or visit www.english-heritage.org.uk
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Other sites

m South Shields: for details, telephone
0191 456 1369, fax 0191 427 6862
or visit www.twmuseums.org.uk

m Vindolanda: for details, telephone 01434
344277, fax 01434 344060, or visit
www.vindolanda.com

= Wallsend: for details, telephone 0191 236
9347, fax 0191 295 5858 or visit

www.twmuseums.org.uk



Hadrians V/all
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Introduction

Hadrian's Wall is the most important monument built by the
Romans in Britain. It is the best-known frontier in the entire
Roman empire and stands today as a reminder of the past
glories of one of the world's greatest powers. For nearly 300
years, Hadrian's Wall was the north-west frontier of an empire
that stretched east for 2,500 miles to present-day Irag, and
south for 1,500 miles to the Sahara desert.

Hadrian's Wall was built on the orders of the emperor

Hadrian, who visited Britain in AD 122. His biographer states that

Above: Bronze head of the

its purpose was to separate the Romans and the barbarians. It ,
emperor Hadrian found

certainly did that. At 73 miles (80 Roman miles) long, Hadrian's  in the Thames near London
Wall crossed northern Britain from Bowness-on-Solway to ey
Wallsend on the River Tyne, though frontier installations Facing page: Hadrian’s Wall
continued for a further 25 miles down the Cumbrian coast. :;u:i;ligiiigixi ;Z;S
The original plan was for a wall of turf in the west and stone
in the east, with protected gates (milecastles) at intervals of a
mile, with two observation towers (turrets) in between the
milecastles. To the north lay a broad and deep ditch, except
where the lie of the land made this unnecessary. Before this
plan was completed, forts were added and a great earthwork,
known as the vallum, was constructed a short distance south
of the Wall. The Wall was completed to revised specifications,
its width and the standard of craftsmanship being reduced.
The construction of Hadrian's Wall was a major feat of
engineering. Soldiers from all three legions of Britain came
north to build it. Other soldiers from the provincial army, and
even sailors from the fleet, helped. It took the army over
a decade to build the Wall. Hadrian’s Wall was abandoned from
142 for about 20 years when the Antonine Wall was built
to the north, but from about 160 for 250 years it remained

the north-west frontier of the Roman empire.



INTRODUCTION

Above: Reconstruction by
Michael J. Moore, based on
the depiction of towers on
the contemporary Trajan’s
Column in Rome: the Wall is
provided with a sloping top
Below: An alternative
reconstruction by Peter
Connolly of Hadrian's Wall in
the central sector, with a

turret and wall walk

Rome’s north-west frontier

One hundred years before the time of Hadrian,
the Roman empire had been expansionist,
exploring and conquering new lands. In AD 43, the
emperor Claudius ordered the invasion of Britain,
but after his death the rate of conquest slowed.
Military disasters in eastern Europe effectively
brought the progress of Roman arms in Britain to
a halt in the 80s. Only once more, in the early
third century, did Rome attempt to complete the
conquest of the island. In many ways, Hadrian’s
Wall is a recognition of the Romans’
abandonment of their intention to conquer
Britain. They became more interested in
controlling the movement of people and goods
into and out of their empire, and their once-
mobile army became fossilised on the frontiers.
Hadrian's Wall was the ultimate contemporary
method of frontier control, a problem that
concerned the Romans as much as it does us in
the 21st century.

Hadrian's Wall was a substantial barrier; but it
was not impenetrable. Gates were placed every
mile and a regular series of turrets provided for
observation. Whether these turrets rendered the
provision of a walk along the top of the Wall
superfluous is a problem over which
archaeologists still argue.

Hadrian's Wall was built to improve frontier
control. Frontier defence was another matter and

was the responsibility of the regiments based in
the frontier zone. During the building of Hadrian's
Wall, there was a major change of plan: it was
decided to build 12 or |3 forts actually on the
Wall line. The position hints at the reason for their
construction. For an offensive army such as the
Roman, the Wall was an obstacle to movement.
Hence the new forts were placed astride the
Wall. This was a unique solution not repeated on
any other frontier, but it did allow the army
considerable mobility.

A subsequent action was the construction of
the vallum south of the Wall, probably intended as
the Roman equivalent of barbed wire, protecting
the military zone from intruders. This may indicate
that the building of the Wall met some local
opposition. Alternatively, it was simply another
method of improving military control of the
movement of people, for it was possible to cross
the frontier only at a fort where a causeway was
provided over the vallum ditch. The number of
crossing points was reduced from an original 80
or so to about 6.

Hadrian's Wall was occupied for nearly 300
years. The forts on the Wall bear witness to the
passage of years. Barracks were completely
redesigned to reflect the new structure of the
late Roman army. Open spaces in headquarters
buildings were divided up — perhaps to hold




records (the Roman army issued receipts in
quadruplicate). Gate passages were blocked up
and put to other uses. The Wall itself changed:
unnecessary turrets were abandoned, milecastle
gates blocked or narrowed. Almost all the
installations along the Cumbrian coast were
abandoned. Most of the changes occurred within
a couple of generations of the building of the
Wall. Remarkably, thereafter there is considerable
continuity in the occupation and use of the Wall
and its structures.

The Wall was not simply a one-dimensional
military monument. Outside most, if not all, forts
sprang up civil settlements where the soldiers’
families lived. Until the third century, soldiers
were not allowed to marry according to Roman
law, but the fact that they might marry according
to local law was recognised retrospectively
by the army when they and any children they
might have were granted Roman citizenship. In
the settlement were also shops and inns, a
community seeking to live off the soldiers in the
fort. Roman soldiers were relatively well paid,
certainly in relation to the farmers of the
frontier area. :

We know little of fighting on the northern
frontier A large army served in the Wall zone in
the second century, commanded by senior
generals, and there are many references to
trouble in Britain at that time, though little by way
of detail. After a peaceful third century, a new

enemy appeared in the north — the Picts. These
were an amalgamation of several of the tribes
listed by the geographer Ptolemy in the second
century. This process may have been an
unconscious reaction to the power of Rome in
the southern part of the island.

Three emperors came to Britain to fight the
Picts. Forts were gradually strengthened and the
army increased in strength. This army, and its
fortifications, remained sufficiently strong to keep
Rome’s enemies out of her territory until the
very end of Roman Britain. After that, we can only
assume that the soldiers and their families
returned to the soil from which they sprang.

INTRODUCTION

Left: Reconstruction

of Housesteads fort by

Peter Connolly (see page 17)
Below: View of Housesteads

fort, looking west



lolir of
Hadrian’s Wall

The monument called Hadrian'’s
Wall consists not only of the
visible remains of the Wall

itself, but also of its associated
forts, milecastles, turrets and
earthworks. The entire site forms
the most powerful evocation

of life on the outermost

limits of the Roman empire.

FOLLOWING THE TOUR

The tour begins at the fort at Maryport on the
Solway Coast, beyond the western end of Hadrian's
Wall. It continues eastwards, following the line of the
Wall, through the spectacular landscape of northern
England, taking in the key forts and settlements
along the way. A detailed plan of the visible remains
of each site is included, alongside a description

of the important features. The tour finishes at South
Shields, overlooking the mouth of the River Tyne.



MARYPORT (ALAUNA) AND THE
SOLWAY COAST

Hadrian's Wall ended at the modern village of
Bowness-on-Solway. Beyond here, the coast was
protected by forts, milefortlets and towers. Today,
little is visible other than the fortlet at Swarthy
Hill and the well-preserved earthworks of the
fort at Maryport two miles further south.

The fort at Maryport is one of the largest
on the frontier at 2.3 hectares. It was probably
built under Hadrian for the First Cohort of
Spaniards, which was followed in the second
century by the First Cohort of Dalmatians and
the First Cohort of Baetasians, a regiment
originally raised in the lower Rhineland. The names
of the units based here in the third and fourth
centuries are not known.

The museum at Maryport, the Senhouse
Roman Museum, contains one of the oldest
private collections in Britain, having been founded
before 1599. It is remarkable for its altars. The
gods represented on the altars and other
sculpture include Jupiter, Hercules, Mars, Vulcan,

TOUR: MARYPORT AND THE SOLWAY

Minerva, the oriental god Sol and the Celtic horse

goddess Epona, while the several local gods,
included the Celtic horned god.

The dedications to Jupiter were made
either on 3 January, two days after all soldiers
had renewed their oath of allegiance to the
emperor, when vows were paid and undertaken
for the welfare of the emperor and for the
eternity of the empire, or on the anniversary
of the emperor's accession — | | August in the
case of Hadrian. Seventeen of the altars were
found in 1870 in a group of pits north-east
of the fort: they had probably stood in a nearby
shrine to Jupiter.

Maryport appears to possess an almost
complete sequence of annual dedications erected
by the First Cohort of Spaniards during the reign
of Hadrian. They reveal that the average duration
of command was three years. The commanders
were drawn from Htaly, Provence, Noricum
(modern Austria), north Africa and possibly Spain.
They moved on to posts in the Danubian
provinces, Dacia (modern Romania) and Judaea.

COAST

Left: Maryport from the

air, looking towards

the Solway coast

Below: This badly worn

stone is probably the
tombstone of a cavalryman
based at Maryport
Bottom: A depiction of a god
found at Maryport

Facing page: Hadrian's Wall
south of Hotbank Crags,

looking east




TOUR: THE BIRDOSWALD AREA

Above: A phallic symbol on
the south face of the Wall

between Harrow's Scar

milecastle and Birdoswald
fort. It represented protection
against evil

Above right: Hadrian's Wall
running eastwards from
Birdoswald to Harrow's Scar
is the longest visible stretch
of Wall rebuilt in stone
Right: Banks East

turret (52a)

THE BIRDOSWALD AREA

The whole of the western 30 miles of Hadrian’s
Wall, from the crossing of the River Irthing near
Birdoswald to Bowness-on-Solway, was originally
built of turf. Twenty Roman feet (6m) wide, it was
normally placed directly on the ground. Recent
research, however, has demonstrated that in
places it lay on a stone base. The milecastles on
the turf wall were of turf and timber, but the
turrets were of stone, as on the rest of the Wall.

It was late in Hadrian’s reign that a start was
made on rebuilding the turf wall in stone, and
work continued when Hadrian’s Wall was
reoccupied in the 160s after the abandonment
of the Antonine Wall. The first two miles west of
the Irthing were replaced on a different line,
probably to provide more space south of the Wall
around Birdoswald. West of Birdoswald, the
remains of the turf wall can still be seen running
behind the later stone wall.

The best place to see the structures of the
turf wall is around Birdoswald. Four miles to the
west of the fort, a short but tall length of the
Wall can be seen at Hare Hill: the facing stones
were added in the [9th century. Nearby
Lanercost Priory contains several Roman stones.

From Banks to Birdoswald, the remains lie beside
the modern road. The first three visible turrets
were built freestanding to receive the turf wall at
each side: they are now abutted by the later
stone wall. On the rise to the east of Turret 52a

(Banks East) lies a fragment of an earlier
observation tower, Pike Hill. Before the Wall was
built, the troops posted here communicated back
to the forts on the road to the south, the
Stanegate. The last visible turret (49b) is a later
(but still Hadrianic) stone wall turret, bonded in
with the Wall.




BIRDOSWALD (BANNA) ROMAN FORT
This fort sits on top of the escarpment
overlooking the River Irthing, with splendid views
over the valley. The circuit of the walls of the fort
can be seen (with the exception of the north
wall, which lies under the road), together with
gates and interval towers. Within it lie the well-
preserved remains of two granaries.

Birdoswald lies in the turf sector of Hadrian's
Wall and the original fort here was probably of
turf and timber; to be replaced later in Hadrian’s
reign by the visible stone fort. The first fort lay
astride the Wall, but that was soon moved so that
it met the northern corners of the fort instead of
the towers of the side gates.

The first regiment to be based at the fort is
not known, but through the third and fourth
centuries the First Aelian Cohort of Dacians was
here. This regiment was raised in what is now
Romania and, although it will have later recruited
from Britain, it continued to display on its altars a
symbol of its origin, the curved Dacian sword.

Military occupation of the fort appears to
have continued into the early fifth century, by
which time the former granaries had been
demolished and replaced by a large timber hall,
perhaps the home of a local chief. This hall may
not have survived the sixth century, but the
adjacent west gate, much altered and renewed,
continued in use into the medieval period,

perhaps even into the |5th century.

West gate

Visitor centre

R/ i

TOUR: BIRDOSWALD

East gate

L0

A L

$

South gate

50 metres

¥ Hadrianic ap 122-138
B Later Roman ap 150400
I Post-Roman ap 400-800

Medieval and modern

Left: The demolished north
granary was replaced by

a timber hall rather larger
than the granary. The pillars
of the hall are marked

by modern posts



TOUR: BIRDOSWALD

Above: A statue of Fortuna
found in the commanding
officer’s bath house

at Birdoswald. This is one

of the most sophisticated
works of art from the Wall
Above right: Birdoswald fort
from the air looking north
Right: Looking east through
the west gate along the main

road across the fort

Visitor Centre The exhibition offers an
interpretation of the site and its history.

West Gate The gate lies on the former location
of the turf wall and its ditch. The outside face of
the south tower is built of well-crafted masonry.
To the north lie two ovens, the interval tower
and the angle tower; again containing ovens.
Granaries The two granaries were built in the
early third century. In the later fourth century,
both buildings were given over to other uses. The
northern one was demolished and replaced by a
timber hall, now marked by large posts.To the
north of the granaries, and across the main street,
lie the remains of a workshop or store.

South Gate The east tower contains two ovens.
To the west of the gate is a post-Roman
corn-drying kiln.

East Gate One of the best-preserved gates on
the Wall. Evidence of its long use is obvious in the
renewal of the gate pivot stones, the blocking of

the north portal and the modifications to the
north tower. To the north is another interval
tower. Between gate and tower, an arm purse
containing 28 coins current under Hadrian was
found in 1949.




BIRDOSWALD TO GILSLAND
East of Birdoswald, it is possible to walk for over a
mile along the Wall with two milecastles, two
turrets and a bridge abutment visible. In the first
stretch, the ditch is impressive, while in the south
face several building inscriptions and phallic
symbols (to ward off evil spirits) can still be seen.

Harrow's Scar milecastle (49) contains remains
of a post-Roman building. From here, a path leads
down to a modern bridge over the River Irthing.
On the opposite bank is the east abutment of
Willowford Bridge, left high and dry following the
westward movement of the river: It was originally
built for a Wall 10 Roman feet (3m) wide, but
was remodelled at least twice, when the bridge
was widened to take a road.

The intention was to build the next mile of
Wall at a width of 10 Roman feet. In places, the
lower courses of this Wall can be seen, with its

TOUR: BIRDOSWALD TO GILSLAND

Far left: Harrow's Scar
milecastle (49) from the air,
with the east abutment of
Willowford Bridge to its right
Left: Poltross Burn milecastle
(48) from the air looking
east. The steps (seen below
left) allow the height of the
milecastle wall, and possibly
therefore Hadrian's Wall itself,

to be calculated as 4m
Below: Walltown turret (45A)
Bottom: Cawfields

milecastle (42)

narrower successor sitting on top: this change
took place during the reign of Hadrian. At the
two turrets (48b and 48a), a vertical point of
reduction from broad to narrow wall occurs.
Poltross Burn milecastle (48) is larger than

usual and contains the remains of two barrack-
blocks. The north gate was narrowed, probably in
the third century. In the north-west corner, the
remains of several successive ovens survive, and in
the north-east a flight of steps. Projecting these
upwards indicates that the Wall was 3.66m high
measured from inside the milecastle and 4m on
the outside.

WALLTOWN TO CAWFIELDS

The Roman Army Museum stands beside the fort
at Carvoran, only visible as earthworks. Quarrying
damaged the next stretch of Wall, but it still
contains two turrets, both unique. Walltown turret
(45a) was constructed before the Wall, which
abuts it on each side. Mucklebank turret (44b) sits
in a corner of the Wall.

Cawfields milecastle (42) has yielded an
inscription recording that it was built by the
Second Legion Augusta. The massive masonry
employed in the gates appears to be the
hallmark of this legion.To the south is a fine
stretch of the Vallum.The Wall runs on past
Thorny Doors, where it stands |3 courses high,
to Caw Gap turret (41a).This was demolished in
the late second century and only the lowest
courses survive.




TOUR: VINDOLANDA

Above: Vindolanda fort and
civil settlement from the air
looking north-east

Right: The wall walk on the

reconstructed wall

CHESTERHOLM (VINDOLANDA)
Vindolanda offers a comprehensive view of a
Roman fort and its civil settlement, supported by
an excellent museum and reconstructions. The
fort was the longest occupied on the line of the
Wall, being built in about 85 and continuing to
the end of Roman Britain. Inside are displayed the
headquarters building and the commanding
officer’s house. To the west, the civilian buildings
line the main road and spread along the fort
defences.Vindolanda has produced the most
important archaeological discovery of the last 50
years — the writing tablets. These documents not
only provide valuable information about the
minutiae of life on the northern frontier, but also
are so similar to the larger collections of records
from the Eastern frontier that they allow us to
use this material to help illustrate life on the
European frontiers of the empire.

Cemetery Several burial tombs lie just beyond
the main (west) entrance to the site. Recent
excavations have uncovered a cache of sculpture
here. There is also a small Roman-Celtic temple.

Civil Settlement Shops and houses line the street.

One building contains its own bath house and has
been interpreted as a house for a senior officer
or an inn. Some of the longer buildings may have
served as barrack blocks or married quarters.
Bath Houses Two bath houses are visible at
Vindolanda. On the north side of the civil
settlement is the third-century building, while

its first-century predecessor was placed south of
the fort. Both contained the normal range

of facilities, though the later bath house is better




Roman cemetery
100 metres
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B Pre-Hadrianic Ao 80-120
[ Later Roman ap | 50400

TOUR: VINDOLANDA

Stanegate

North gate
Bath house
=

I

Civil settlement
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Headquarters

Roman milestone
100 metres

—_—

Latrine

L

Museum
200 metres
—_—

I East gate

Commanding

Latrine ’

I building officer’s house
(O]
VAR
South gate
Bath house
50 metres
=4

preserved, as its predecessor was demolished by
the Romans.

Fort Most of the circuit of the defences is now
visible together with the gates, which, unusually,
are single-portal. Both the north-east and the
south-east corners of the fort contain a latrine. In
the centre of the fort lies the headquarters
building erected in the third century but modified
later. It follows the normal design, except that

the front veranda and the courtyard aisles served
as storehouses, while small rooms were added
to the rear of the back rooms. There is no strong
room, but a pit was provided to house the
money chests. To the side is the commanding
officer's house. This is the usual courtyard house,
but has the distinction of containing a small
apsidal building, interpreted as a church. Under
the north and south defences are small round
houses. These date to the time of the emperor

Septimius Severus and have been variously
interpreted as accommodation for: prisoners-of-
war; the hostages of tribes conquered by Severus
during his campaigns into Scotland between 208
and 21 [; refugees from the warfare in the north;

Left: Two of the rear rooms
of the headquarters building
at Vindolanda. The panel
would have been balanced by
a second on the other side

of the entrance to the office



These wooden
tablets are an
important source
of information
about life in

Roman Britain

Right: This writing tablet
contains a commentary on
the fighting tactics of the
Britons: ‘The cavalry does not
use swords, nor do the
wretched Britons mount in
order to throw javelins’
Below: On | | September in
about the year 100, Sulpicia
Lepidina, wife of the
commanding officer at
Vindolanda, received this
invitation to celebrate the
birthday of Claudia Severa.
This letter contains almost
certainly the earliest known
example of a woman's

handwriting in Latin

The Vindolanda
writing tablets

The unearthing of the first wooden writing
tablet at Vindolanda 30 years ago heralded one
of the most important archaeological
discoveries in Britain since 1945.The cache of
about 2,000 documents is an invaluable
source of information about life in the Roman
army on the northern frontier in the years
immediately before the construction of
Hadrian’s Wall. The tablets are so similar in
many ways to documents found on the eastern
frontier of the empire that they allow this
more extensive material to be used with
confidence to illuminate life in Roman Britain.
The Vindolanda writing tablets include letters
from senior officers and their wives, reports
of military activities, lists, communications
concerning food, clothing and other
supplies, building and transport. They provide
evidence for local place-names as well as
the administration of justice. They even give the
price of beer.

a native militia; or conscript labour:

Museum This contains the wide range of
important and exciting finds from the excavations
at Vindolanda. The museum contains a wealth

of material, the products of 35 years of
excavation: armour, shoes, wooden objects,
textiles, as well as the more usual glass, pottery,
ironwork, small finds, inscriptions and sculpture.
Several of the objects are remarkable, such as the
plume from a helmet.

Milestone Beside the east entrance to the site, a
Roman milestone stands beside the Stanegate. A
second milestone lies one mile to the west.




STEEL RIGG TO HOUSESTEADS

The three miles from Steel Rigg car park to
Housesteads offer some of the most exciting
walking of the entire Wall. It is strenuous, but the
views are magnificent, over Crag Lough as well
as the wild Northumbrian countryside. It is
particularly interesting to note the way the Wall
follows the land, rising over the crags and
dropping into ‘gaps’, where the ditch usually
reappears briefly.

In Peel Gap, the first gap to the east of Steel
Rigg, sits an additional tower, perhaps built to plug
the long space between adjacent turrets. Castle
Nick milecastle (39) was probably built by the
Sixth Legion. Its gates are not original, having been
later modified. Inside are the remains of barracks
and other buildings.

Sycamore Gap featured in the film Robin
Hood, Prince of Thieves (1991). A particularly fine
stretch of Wall survives to a height of 3m.
Occasionally, the foundation of the broad wall was
not used by the later builders. Along the south
face of the Wall can be seen many points of
junction where presumably different building gangs
met. Elsewhere, the relationship of the Wall to the
ground can be noted: on a gentle slope, the
courses follow the contour; but when the slope
steepens, the courses are laid horizontally and the
Wall is stepped down the hill.

The walls of Hotbank milecastle (38) have

TOUR: STEEL RIGG TO HOUSESTEADS

Left: The north gate

of Housesteads milecastle.
Some of the arch stones
have been replaced
Below: The central sector
of Hadrian's Wall, looking
east from Hotbank

to Cuddy’s Crag

been robbed out, but the site is easily
recognisable. A mile on is Housesteads milecastle
(37), one of the best-preserved milecastles.
Inscriptions found at these two milecastles
demonstrate that they were built by the Second
Legion. The gates are of the same massive
masonry seen at Cawfields milecastle. The north
gate is the better-preserved, with some of the
arch stone re-erected. The east half of the
enclosure was occupied by a stone-built barrack.
The back wall of the building does not exist; it has
either been destroyed, or the building rested
against the inside face of the milecastle wall. The
building is large enough to have housed eight
men. A short road connected the milecastle to
the Military Way to the south. Either this track or
the Wall can be followed to Housesteads fort.

Facing page, top: A betrothal
medallion made of Whitby
jet, found at Vindolanda and
probably carved in York
Bottom: This Roman
milestone on the Stanegate
still stands where

it was originally erected






HOUSESTEADS (VERCOVICIUM)
ROMAN FORT

Housesteads is the best-known fort on Hadrian'’s
Wall and one of the iconic sites of the Roman
empire. Perched high on its ridge, the fort
conveys the spirit of the past as well as the
beauty of the present. This fort was an addition to
Hadrian’s Wall, forming part of the second plan
for the frontier. It covers two hectares. Today, the
exposed remains are of different periods,
reflecting the long and complex history of the
site, although the overall layout changed little over
nearly 300 years of occupation.

Museum This displays finds from the site and a
model of the fort and civil settlement.

South Gate The east portal of this gate was
blocked before the civil settlement beyond was
built in the third century, for the houses line up
on the centre of the gate not its east side. Its
eastern tower was extended and a kiln inserted
within it when border raiders lived here in the

| 7th century.

Commanding Officer’s House This provided
accommodation for the commander; his wife and
children and slaves. It consists of a series of rooms
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round an open courtyard. In the north range is
the kitchen containing an oven; the dining room
presumably lay near here. The heated room in the
centre of the north range served as a bath suite
for a time. A latrine, and its later replacement, lay
in the centre of the west range. The basements
beside the entrance served as stables.
Headquarters Building At the front, and poorly
preserved, is an open courtyard. The roofs of the
verandas which lay on three sides were
supported by pillars, later embedded within walls
when the covered areas were converted into
rooms. A wide door led into the assembly hall, at

Left: The north granary

at Housesteads

Facing page: Looking east
along the Wall, half a mile

west of Housesteads

Above: This sculpture

of Victory once adorned

the east gate. It is now in the
museumn at Chesters

Left: The north wall

at Housesteads with turret
36b, partially overlain

by later walls
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Right: Housesteads fort

from the air, looking north

Right: A reconstruction by
Peter Connolly of the latrine
at Housesteads, showing the
seating, with the sewage
channel below, and the drain,
probably used for washing
the sponges

Far right: The latrine today

one end of which was a dais or tribunal for the
commanding officer: perhaps he stood here to
issue the daily orders. Beside the platform is the
side entrance to the building. At the far end lie
five rooms where the regimental clerks worked
and where the standards of the unit were housed
(the two left-hand rooms have been modified by
the insertion of a staircase at the rear).

Hospital A series of wards faces a central

courtyard, though later rebuilding has obscured
the original arrangement. The larger room in the
north range may be the operating theatre.
Granaries The double granary was originally built
as one, with a range of columns down the centre.
The floor was of timber resting on stone pillars
to help keep the food dry and free from vermin,
and the basement was ventilated through holes in
the side walls. The door was locked from the
inside. The buttresses helped to support the roof.
Turret 36b North of the granary lie the
foundations of a turret, now obscured by later
walls. This was demolished when the fort was
built. In order to gain more space on the ridge,
the north wall of the fort was moved forward to
the edge of the escarpment.

North Gate The foundations of this gate are

particularly impressive owing to their depth.
Barrack Blocks The two existing buildings date to
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the fourth century. They consist of a series of
rooms in which the soldiers lived, with a larger
suite at the east end for the officer.

Storeroom Next to the barracks is a long,
well-constructed building which probably held
stores. A small bath house was erected at one
end in the fourth century.

East Gate Housesteads faced east, towards the
rising sun — one of the preferred directions.
Thus, this was its main gate. The southern passage
was blocked up at some stage in its history and
the tower turned into a coal store. The deeply

worn wheel-ruts are |.4m (4ft 8in) apart. This is from the corner of the fort down the hill side.
the normal width of cart axles from antiquity West Gate One of the best-preserved gates on
to the present, and is reflected by the British the Wall, this has two interesting features: the
standard railway gauge. holes for the bar that was slotted into place when
Latrine Carefully placed at the lowest point of the gate was closed and, by the front corners of
the fort, the latrine was fed by water from various the gate, the marking out lines scored by the
tanks. Wooden seats would have covered the masons who built it. The upper stones of the gate
main sewer channel. The smaller channel on the are not as well dressed as the lower courses and
platform was used for washing the sponges suggest a lowering of standards. It is a short walk

used instead of paper. A drain carried the sewage  from here to Housesteads milecastle (37).

North gate
Above: Part of the
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Most forts on
Hadrian’s Wall
were aligned to

face the enemy

Right: Detail from Trajan’s
Column showing a
Germanic auxiliary soldier
in a night battle with

the Dacians, AD 102
Below: Reconstruction

by Peter Connolly of the
fort and civil settlement
at Vindolanda, looking

east (see page 12)

Roman Forts

Roman forts tended to be constructed within the
same basic framework, though differing in details.
The shape corresponds to that of a playing card

— a rectangle with rounded corners.The ramparts
were of stone or turf, additional defence being
provided by ditches, usually two. Each side was
pierced by a gate, and at regular intervals along the
circuit of the rampart was a tower.

The headquarters building lay in the centre of
the fort. Its alignment governed the direction the
fort faced, usually the enemy, as in the case of most
Wall forts, or the rising sun, as at Housesteads.
This was the focal point of the fort, and included an
assembly hall, administrative rooms and a temple
containing a statue of the emperor and the
regiment’s standards; the strong room was often
here, too. Normally to the right lay the
commanding officer’s residence, a large peristyle
house in the Mediterranean fashion, and to the left
a pair of granaries. A hospital might lie within the
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central range.The rest of the fort contained
barrack blocks, storehouses, a workshop and a
latrine; the bath house was outside the enclosure.
One building was not provided: a communal mess
hall or canteen. It would appear that the soldiers
cooked their own food and ate it, perhaps, in

their barrack rooms or on the veranda outside.

T A ey
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HOUSESTEADS TO SEWINGSHIELDS
Below the north-east corner of Housesteads fort
is an unusual structure, an extra gate through the
Wall. The Knag Burn gate was probably inserted
in the fourth century, perhaps to allow easier
passage through the Wall. It had gates at each end
of the passage, suggesting that travellers could be
corralled inside and searched.

Over the next three miles, several stretches
of the Wall, some turrets and Sewingshields
milecastle (35) are visible. In places, the Wall
foundations are as wide as || Roman feet
(3.25m), though the Wall itself, built after the
decision to narrow it, is usually about 2.4m wide.
One stretch is particularly interesting for, in a dip,
the Wall is stepped down on one side while
riding with the contours on the other: An
inscription found at turret 33b records its
construction by the Sixth Legion. The turrets were
demolished in the late second century and their
northern recesses built up, presumably to aid the
stability of the Wall.

There is now no north gate at Sewingshields
milecastle, but the rebuilt north wall has
destroyed any evidence that may have existed for
a gate in the Hadrianic period. The original
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barrack accommodation in the south-east
corner of the milecastle is overlain by its early
third-century successor. The jumble of walls in the
western half of the milecastle belongs to the
third- and fourth-century buildings. The site was
reoccupied in the Middle Ages when a farm
was built here.

To the east of the milecastle, the Wall comes
down from the crags and the ditch starts again.

Above left: The vallum at

Sewingshields. The modern
road drops dramatically into
the vallum ditch

Above: Turret 33b looking
east. This turret went out of
use in the later second
century. At first the door was
blocked and then the turret
was demolished down

to the bottom four courses,
and the recess on the

north side blocked up

Left: Sewingshields milecastle

(35) from the air, looking east
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Religious belief was
a personal affain,
not an occasion for

a public gathering

Right: These three gods
wear the cucullatus,

a cloak rather like a duffel
coat without sleeves
Below: Silver plaques
dedicated to Cocidius,

a local version of Mars.
They were found in the
headquarters building at
Bewcastle, an outpost

fort north of Birdoswald
Far right: Reconstruction
of the mithraeum at the
Museum of Antiquities,
Newcastle. It reminds us
that Roman buildings were

once brightly painted
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Religion in the Roman Army

Religious belief is represented on the Wall at both an
official and a personal level. Dedications were often
made to Jupiter (as well as to Juno and Minerva).

At Maryport there is a unique collection of
dedications to Jupiter by the commanding officers
of the First Cohort of Spaniards. Special
ceremonies were held at the beginning of each
year, on the emperor’s birthday and on the
anniversary of the emperor’s succession — | |
August in the case of Hadrian. On that day, prayers
were made to the gods for the wellbeing of the
emperor and the oath of allegiance was
administered to the troops.

Personal religion was often in the form of a
bargain with the gods. A soldier going on a journey,
for example, vowed that, if a particular god

preserved his life, he would dedicate an altar to
that god or sacrifice an animal, or even build

a shrine. Some of these gods were peculiar to this
area, such as Antenociticus, Belatucadrus, Cocidius
and the Veteres. Sometimes these were equated
with Roman gods, thus Mars with Belatucadrus and
Apollo with Maponus. Other gods were introduced
to the area by incoming units, such as Mars
Thincsus at Housesteads. The temples of these
gods were small buildings, for, to the Romans,
religion was a personal affair, not the occasion for
a public gathering.

Eastern mystery religions are also represented
on Hadrian’s Wall, the most famous being
Mithraism. Temples to Mithras have been excavated
at Rudchester, Housesteads and Carrawburgh,
where it is still visible. These temples may have
been singled out for special destruction by
Christians, who saw Mithraism as a parody of
their own beliefs.
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CARRAWBURGH (BROCOLITIA)

The fort is in private ownership, but English
Heritage looks after an area around it that
includes the remarkable temple to the god
Mithras. The fort was an addition to the Wall,
probably being built in the [30s. By this time, the
vallum had been constructed and its ditch had

to be filled and its mounds levelled when the fort
was built over it.

The temple to Mithras — known as a
mithraeum — was probably built in about 200.
Following its excavation in 1950, the original altars,
statues and timber posts were replaced in
concrete: the originals are in the Museum of
Antiquities, Newcastle.

The altars were dedicated by the commanding
officers of the First Cohort of Batavians stationed
at the fort in the third and fourth centuries.
Behind them, and seated on the ledge, would
have been a sculpture of the central action of the
religion, Mithras capturing and killing the primeval
bull in a cave. From this slaying sprang all the
benefits of mankind. In order to reflect the scene,
mithraea were dark and gloomy.

A door led into an ante-chapel. This was used
for initiation tests, which worshippers had to pass
before being allowed to proceed to the next
grade in the temple hierarchy. There were seven
grades: Raven, Bridegroom, Soldier, Lion, Persian,
Courier of the Sun, and Father: In the right-hand
corner is a copy of a small statue of a mother
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goddess. To the left was a hearth used for ordeals
or preparing ritual feasts.

Cautes and Cautopates guard the nave: they
were supporters of Mithras. Here benches lie on
either side of a central passage on which
worshippers would recline during ceremonies. At
the far end of the nave is the sanctuary containing
the altars. On one altar, Mithras appears as the
Charioteer of the Sun; this stone has been carved
out so that a lamp placed in the hollow behind
will cause the rays to light up.

Mithraism was especially disliked by Christians
who saw in the mithraic ritual of taking bread and
water a caricature of their own holy sacrament.
Thus it may have been Christians rather than
barbarians who destroyed this temple in the
fourth century, smashing the sculpture of Mithras
killing the bull, but leaving intact the altars
dedicated by the commanding officers.

Immediately outside the temple was a shrine
to the Nymphs, of which only one side of the
water tank is visible. Beyond the mithraeum is
Coventina’s Well (not in the care of English
Heritage). A pool on the site of the sacred spring
is all that survives of this temple to the water
goddess Coventina. When the temple was
examined in 1876, 13,490 coins were recovered,
as well as altars, sculptures, pottery vessels, incense
burners and brooches, all thrown in to honour
or help win favours from the goddess. Many of
these objects can be seen at Chesters Museum.

Above: An altar to Mithras
from the mithraeum. A lamp
placed in the recess at the
rear would light up the rays
Top: The mithraeum

at Carrawburgh

23
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Above: Chesters from the
air looking north. The
headquarters building lies in
the centre of the fort, with
the commanding officer’s
house to the right. Parts of
three barrack blocks lie to
the upper right. To the right,
outside the fort and beside

the river, is the bath house

Facing page, top: One of the
corner towers on the fort wall
Facing page, bottom: An
armpurse from Birdoswald,
part of the Clayton Collection
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CHESTERS (CILURNUM) ROMAN FORT
Chesters fort lies in the pleasant valley of the
North Tyne river. Here, in the parkland laid out
by the Clayton family in the early 19th century,
can be viewed the remains of the fort, the
well-preserved bath house and the remarkable
museum built more than 100 years ago to
house the great collection brought together by
John Clayton.

Chesters was first occupied by a cavalry
regiment, ‘called Augusta for valour', according to
an inscription, but throughout most of its life it
was the base of the Second Cavalry Regiment of
Asturians. The fort was placed astride the Wall,
with three of its four main gates opening north of
the Wall. Access south was increased by the
provision of an extra pair of side gates. The circuit
of defences, only part of <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>