EASTERGON 77

The 28th Easter Science Fiction Gonvention

Bth-11th April 1877
at the De Vere Hotel Goventry

Guest of Honour: John Bush

PR 3




EASTERGON 77

The 28th Easter Science Figtion Gonvention
Bth-11th April 1977 at the De Vere Hotel, Coventry
Guest of Honour: John Bush

PROGRESS REPORT 3

Hot on the heels of Progress Report 2 comes this -~ titled, not
surprisingly, Progress Report 3. UYUr maybe it doesn't appear to be 'hot
on the heels' to you, though to us it seems like only days since we
sent out PR2!

With this PR you will find your Hotel Booking Form and your Hotel
Reservation Card. Please complete both and return to Dave Upton as
soon as possible. DON'T FORGET TO SIGN THE CARYD ANN THE FCRM. Every
convention there is always someone who returns their Reservation Card
without signing it...it then has to be returned for signing...then
sent back to the committee...then to the hotel who inform us that they
are fully booked, Avoid being disapnointed - make sure you sign itl

One item that has had to be omitted from the booking form is the section
relating to Child Minding. Many parents requeste’ at liancon that we
attempt to organise something so that parents would have sone,if not all,
of the burden of loscking after their children taken from them. Welve
approached the hotel to sec if they can get a qualified Child l.inder and
they are hoping to let us have details on this nearer to .laster, In

the meantime,; however, it would be very useful if we could have sore
idea of the number of parents interestes in this idea. If you could
send Pauline details in the next couple of weeks welll keep you

informed of progress omn this, What we reguire is - number of children,
ages and the approxintate times the Child ! inder would be requirei...
would you want the Child bhinder just to look in on the child when

asleep or would you want the linder to look after the chil? <during

the day when awake...the child that is, not the “inder!

What’s On?

The official program e of BASTI2CON 77 will comience at 2,30p on
Friday 8th April, Before that time the book roow will be open {rom
about 10.30 = or as soon as the dealers get set un, Part of the art
show may also be open., At 2,30 our Chairman will open the convention
and traditionally introduce celebrities for the henefit of first-ti:e
attendees. The first iten at 3pm will he a talk on Robotics by ) I
Young of the University of Aston in Birmincham. ot (e ti e of writiir
this we're not sure that we'll be able to cet sore of ' r Younr~'s

model robots along but if we can get ther transnorte® to Coventry, .e
will,

As this convention is the 40th Anniversary of the verv first ritish
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convention (Leeds in 1937), we had beev planning something special,
Weld obtained the names of the 11 attendees and have been tracking

down the current whereabouts of the surviving members. Unfortunately,
though we'd found 7 or ¢ of them, they either couldn't attend this .
convention or were not interested. So what plans we had for a special
event on the Friday evening have fallen flat. We're now busy trying to
organise an alternative for late Friday night after the first of the
films (see later for details of films).

The Saturday evening will consist of a film followed by the Fancy iress
Parade at about 1ipm. There will be a break after the film so that you
have time to get into your costume so don't worry about having to miss
any of the film.

The Banquet will be at 8.00pr on the Sunday night. Toastmaster will be
Pete Weston., Awards and prizes will be presented at the Bangquet. This
will be followed by a dance in the main convention hall - rmusic by
Graham Charnock's group THE BURLINGTCNS,

Daytime programming - though virtually all the items are finalised!, the
actual time they will be on has not been finalised, The speech by our
Guest-of-honour John Bush will be the first item after lumch on
Saturday. Other items that will be on sometime Friday aftermnoon,
Saturday, Sunday or londay morning will be a talk by Bob Shaw = "The
Bermondsey Triangle Mystery", a talk by Toby Roxburgh and a SCIENCE
FICTIGN MASTERMIND prepared by Pete Weston. 4 people will answer a
round of questions on a science fiction specialist subject of their
choice and then a round on general SF. Those who watch the real
MASTERN IND may remermber in the last series a gentlemen from Sutton
Coldfield named David Wilson who answered questions in the final on
the novels of James Joyce. Ir Wilson came second in the finals and
during one of his regular visits to ANDROMEDA informed us that had he
won MASTERMIND he would have then gone on to SUPERMIND - the subject
he'd picked being the novels of Philip K Dick. We're pleased to
announce that he will be attending EASTIRCON 77 and has agreed to take
part in our version of I'ASTARMNIND, It will be interesting to see how
he fares against some of the greatest brains in SI' fandom!

THE SCIENC# FICTION FOUNDATION will be presenting a new Award at this
year's convention - for Excellence in SF Criticism. The Award itself
will be presented at the Banguet but on Sunday afternocon Peter Nicholls
wishes to give a short speech regarding the Award. This will be about
a 15 minute item and will be run in with a panel of SF editors which
will be chaired by Peter.

Several auctions will take place as usual. On Saturday morning there
will be a special auction of first-class material, the proceeds of
which wil} go to the funds of the bidding Cormittce for the Worldcon in
1979. This diter: is organised wholly by the Worldcon Bidding Corunittee,
The secon' auction will be on Saturday afternoon/early evening - books,
magazines, manuscripts, artwork, etc - all items either <donated or sold
on a comi'ission basis (10%)., This is one of the main sources of income
for this convention so please try ans hring sorething for this auction.
Attendeces may bid for pieces of artwork at any time during the weekend
up to Sunday afterncon when the Art Show closes and there is one last
chance to up your bi< in an Art auction., If necessary there will be one
final auction to clear all remaining items soretime on Monday - possibly
the very last ite" of the convention at about midday.

Films

In PR2 we amn-ounced t -at we ha” booked PLANGST OFF TI% ADES — well, forget
it, we've cancelled it. 'he distributors came hacl to us after &e seﬂt
in the booking forn (we'? bosked it hv phone) an! they' decide:! that

a convention could not be clas<e! as a private showing so we'd have to
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WHAT, YOU MEAN YOU HAVEN'T

TAKEN OUT PRE-~SUPPORTING
MEMBERSHIP YET ??7? 7?11l

Well, don't delay any longert Help us
to bring the World Science Fiction
Convention to Britain in 1979 — and
get full information on our plans
from our Progress Reports (two so far
published) — by joining the 650-plus
People who have already registered
for SEACON '79.

Contact one of the committee during
the weekend, or send 50p to:

Leroy Kettle
43 Chesholm Road
London N.1l6

SEACON 79
37th World Science Fiction Convention
BRIGHTON, ENGLAND. 23rd — 27th AUGUST 1979

Bidding Committee

Chairman: Peter Weston Treasurar: John Steward
Vice-chairmen: Malcolm Edwards, Rob Jackson, Roy Kettls, Pater Hoberts
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yay the public perfornnnce rate - almost (ouble what we exP?ctef tq PaAY e
\s this co ittece Joesn't rate the rilw that highly we decide! to forget
it. At tae worent it looks as if the final list of £ilms shown will be
the ever-popular classic TIINGS Tu COMI, the animater FANTASTIC PLANLET,
the little=ristributec Z.20 P PULATTON GROWTH (was this ever shown out-
side of London?), THNTH VICTT' -~ based on Robert Sheckley's short story,
and for carly Sunday norning the DR WHU film INVASION EARTH - DA EKS
2150AD. We thought we had STLENT RUMING bhut apparemtly the 16mm
version has been withdrawn, Damned annoyine if it is withdrawn - I'm
fond of those robots!

So if all goes well those are the films that you will be able to see at
L ASTHRRCON 77. It's gettinc increasingly more difficult to find films -
good tilms - that haven't been shown at recent conventions. Jith two
cons per year the nroblem is multiplied. I also note that the BBC are
doine a short season of SF films - kicking off next week (16th Feb) with
FGRBTIH EN PLANET.

The Fan Room

Two years ago at SEACON, the fan room was one of the bedrooms with all
the furniture removed, A popular room but unfortunately it was too
small, This year we've ‘eccided to put a far greater aspect on Fandom
and as announced previously we put Greg Piclkersgill and Sinone Yalsh in
charge of this itei . Originally planned as something slightly larcer
than the Fan Room at SEACOMN, we've had further thoughts and now find
we've got what is alrmost a Fannish convention alongside the main onel!l
We asked Greg for a short piece for this PR to explain what the Fan
Room is all about - that short piece ended up as 6 Al sides! Edited
down he then submitter jugz_g_couple of sides - so from here on is
Greg's idea of what the Fan Room will consist of -.held in the large
Fairfax Suite incidentally. =

WELL ALRIGHT SO T'Vi BfiN TOCLISH - And who wouldn't be, in fact, to
take on the task of organising an Eastercon Fan Room and Fannish
Programme - the sorl of venture which is, to a lar~ce extent, dependent
for its success on the voluntary co-operation of fandom, which is made
up of probably the least co-operative of a generally unco-operative
mass of people! Anyway all we can do is our best and so in a fine
spirit of almost Rowe—-esque belief in human gocd mnature we lay before
you a number of ways i1 which you can wmaybe do yourselves, fandom and
us (in that descendine crder) a bit of good.

FANZINES. If vou are cur.ently producing or have ever proriuce’ a
fanzine, you are invite ('lemande?! sounls a hit heavz) to nresent
stacks of recent an' back issues for sale at any reasonable nrice in
the Fan'om Room. The type, sizc or scope of the fanzine is
irrelevant - we want to see a goo selection ranging fror the nost
sercon to the riost fan ishly personal, covering every level and realm
of fan om's interests, \ny editors who want to provide some sort of
special display for teir geols are encouraged to co so, especially
those who have fieures Lar~e in the various Polls an’ Awards, All
who participate arc requested to mnrovi-e a photograph of therselves
plus any information on thewmselves an' their Tanzine that seenrs
worthwhile or entertaoining. Neliver vour material to me, Greg
Piclersegill, at the con or if not atten”ine sen’ to me at the aldcress
listel elsewhere in this .

"

BIIINIE )

TANAT 0 WUCTIGN, Usual sort of thing here. Cilear out your cld bottom
dravers, altics, etc. of ~!1 the fascinatin~ faniish trash wvou! long
forcot en and don't nned, this vear the I'anzine wuction will! be held
under Fan Qoo supervisi - n in t e Fairfax Suite an' we hn-e to sort
all at-rial nrisr to the auction itselfl, ‘eain, han’ all ial to

me in toe Fan Rocr or 17 oot aitenine sen ! to Lie a ress !
elscviiere. Projaruely g0 90 to Y6 well i 'vanece =0 thot vatlve got
3 > 1 L > @
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time to sort it properly.

PHOTOGRAPHS. We don't want the usual load of random snapshots that lie
around ignored for the whole weekend - we want speCif%C things. So
hustle right away to your albums and archives to see if you can supply
some of the following:=-

1) - Personality type shots of notable indivicuals in fandom past and
present, with the emphasis very much on fans of today. .

2) - Action photos of any notable events that have happened in fandom,
whether at conventions or anywhere else. .

%) -~ Group shots of local fan groups, meetings, conventi?n committees,
or any other semi- or wholly organised fannish congregations.

4) - Especially wanted are 'before' and 'after' photos of today's
notable SF authors who have come up to professionalism through the
ranks of fandom. If you have either old or new shots of such fans into
pros as Chris Priest, John Brunner, Rob Holdstock, Ken Bulmer or
Andrew Stephenson (to name but several) we'd dearly love to be able to
display them.

5) - This year the Fan Room staff are of(ering a &£5 book voucher prize
exchangeable in the convention bookroom for a photograph best conveying
the essential spirit of a convention. Entries are limited to three
photographs per person, and will be judged by the Fan Room staff.

Ideally all photos - clearly marked with the names of donors to
facilitate return - should be sent to Greg Pickersgill in advance of
the convention, so that they wan be matched, sorted and mountecd, Jeff
Hacker of Birmingham will be assisting on this and he has facilities
for copying any photos that are valuable. Anything of the valuable
nature will be copied, the original returned before the con and only
the copy will be used.

FANZINE ARTWORK., Artists and editors alike are invited to loan any
examples of essentially fTannish artwork for display; couplings of the
sriginal artwork and the final

reproduction are especially wanted,
Also, anyone with interesting
. examples of the various metho:ds of

WILL reproducing artwork is encourage:!
—_— to bring them along for display.

SURVIVE!! FAN GROUPS. All SF or fannish
groups of whatever kind are reminded
that this is a fine opportunity to
nake new contacts; accordingly weld
like each group to provide a oster-
type information shect (including
photos if possible) givinec the
general tone of your activities and
how interested parties can get in
touch., If you can't manage to do
this please provide us with sone
sensible gen an? we'll try to show
it in some suitable nanner.
Obviously the first is preferred as
self-advertisement is always the

|Gl best, as any fan knows,

BRING AN9 BUY STALL. Something of

a new departure, this is neither an
opportunity for tie enterprising to
finance four days of Irunken revelry
by selling off couplete sets of
WEIRD TALES or SF NCONTHLY at

et extravagant prices or an attenpt to
Quernmore Road steal the bookdealer's trale. It is,

L?ﬁiﬂ however, sorewhere where fans can

JOIN THE SURVIVORS @

THE OFF TRAIL MAGAZINE
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

Keith & Rosemary Walker

-
turn uawanted hooks, -agazmines, rccords, comics or whatever else they
have aroun¢ into a little spare change. o Limit will be placed on

the quantity of stuff presentecd for sale, but we reserve the right to
refuse to handle anything notably highly priced. Any material for sale
must be delivered to the Fan Room itself at the start of the convention,
accompanied by a full list of items and prices requested. Fan Room
staff will handle all sales, etc.

TAKE THi BEST AND LEAVE Tdf REST. That seems about all we'lve thoucrht
of to ashk for right mnow, though if anyone out there has any brilliant
notions we'd only be too glad to take them up.

Of course, apart from all this fine educational anc¢ informative stuff
there will be lots of genuine Fun laid on for all. Peter Roberts will
be our wman-on-the-fence in charge of the separate Fannish Programme
which mainly will take the form of artfully engineered arguments on the
state of fandom today. Javid Bridges, the most recent hot tip for
Leroy Lettle of the 1930's will be orcanising a series of hot
competitions on the various TV games (tele-soccer, Wipe-Out, etc.)
dotted throughout the hotel and Fan Room. Prizes will, of course, be
vast and manifold. On top and around all this there will be Music and
Liquor (and Women too if the mission to the Inner City gets out alive,
otherwise you'll have to bring your own!). Also, many other things you
didn't know you couldn't do without until you experienced them. In
fact, we have the idea of creating a perfect little fannish paradise.
In time all will be revealed. For now please do scurry about and help
us to help you to help us all,
The Fan Room Staff
(Greg Pickersgill, Simone Walsh, David Bridges,
Leroy Kettle and Peter Roberts)

'SCIENCE FICTION==2 STARTREK
FANTASY 2=2 SWORD & SORCERY
HORROR FILM BOOKS =2 COMICS

andromeda:
book co.ltd

SPECIALISTS IN « :
SCIENCE PICTION &

AND FANTASY e
Tel:021-236 1112w

A e

T 57 SUMMER ROW
BIRMINGHAM B3 1JJ

(N . . T o

MAILANYWHERE! — SEND FOR CATALOGUE
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Members

joi 1 i since PR2
Being a list of those people who have joine'! the convention si 2.

D g 313 Celia Farsons 235 Tony Edwards
23; Esihzzaﬁigizl 314 Jenny Rigby 536 ia?jorie‘Eivarﬂ? :
293 Mia Grauwels 315 Chris Bursey 557 %1%zabetn h}ghtlnga e
294 Alex Hill 316 » A Gray 338 blec Bentcliffe
295 Andrew Muir 317 Yio Rogers 339 Richarr« Slauchter
296 Davie Cobbledick 318 Peter Wareham 340 R A Hepworth
297 Joen Grant 319 Javid Rageett Z241 Peter Roberts
298 David Griffin 320 Garry Kilworth 42 Stephen Gould
299 Mary Caulton 321 Annette Kilworth 343 ? J Kemper
300 Roy Hill 322 Mike Dickinson 3h4h Harry Nadler
301 Derek Adams 323 Colin Lester 345 Peter Nicholls
302 Stephen Charest 324 Dave Lermit 346 Leslie“Flood
303 Sandra Charest 325 Richard Hughes 347 Julia Selton
304 Allan P Milne 326 Howard Sayles 348 R A Hakes
305 Stephen Foster 327 John Pegg 349 M O'Connell
306 Colin Campbell 328 Richard Brandshaft 350 }artin Dixon
307 Guido Eekhaut 329 Simon Arrand 351 Rosemary Wyn
308 Tan Cooper 330 Tan W Moor 352 Toby Roxburgh
309 Keith Walker 331 Pat Baxter
%310 Eileen Lanigan 332 J haudsley
311 Nicola Le Saux 333 Nick Webb
312 Chris Walton 334 Brian Lewis

Anyone who sees this PR and has not vet registered should send 21,50 to
Dave Upton at the address below. On receipt of your registration Tee
you will be sent your Hotel Booking Form,

The Committee

Chairman: Pauline E Dungate, 4 Lindsworth Court, Fonyhull Hall Road,
Kings Norton, Birmingham B30 3QS

Treasurer: Laurence H tiiller, 19 Peartree Court, Bishop Asbury Crescent,
Great Barr, Birmingham B43 6HL

Registration Secretary: Dave Upton, 49a Moor Strest, Brieriey 11ill,
West Fidlands, Y5 3SP

Programme Book & Progress Reports: Rog Peyton, 131 Gillhurst Road,
Harborne, Birmingham B17 8PG

Advertising: Mike (Big Cz) Brown, 6066 Stratford Road, Sparkhill,
Birmingham 11

In addition to the above 5, the following people are helping out by
organising specific parts of the convention. They are:

Art Show: Marsha Jones, 25 Mount Vay,

Bebington Hall Pari, Uirral,
Merseyside, L63 5RA

Fan Room: Simone Walsh and Greg Pickersgill, 32 Woodhurst Road,
London W3, (UP _TO MARCH 7th ONLY)
AFTER MARCH 7th - 7A Lawrence Road, South Ealing, London W5

Acton,




